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The Faithful Times 

PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

The month of January marks for us the sea-

son of Epiphany.  It offers for us a beacon 

of light from that Star in Bethlehem to con-

tinue shinning in our lives during the cold-

est and darkest month of the year.  This 

season typically is slower than the tremen-

dous energy surrounding Christmas, but we 

are thankful for this, because it allows us to 

reflectively prepare for the solemn season 

of Lent.   

During this time, our readings show us that in the waters of the Jordan, 

Jesus is baptized and revealed as the beloved Son of God. We are re-

minded by God’s holy Word that we too are “sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  We embrace this to the 

fullest, happy to receive the everlasting promise that we forever keep in 

relationship with God.   

However, even with this knowledge, we may still feel overwhelmed by 

life’s challenges.  We could feel burdened by our frailties and the difficul-

ties of the world around us.  The future may seem uncertain and our ef-

forts futile.  And yet, here we are at the beginning of a New Year thinking, 

“What’s next?”  

Well, like Julie Andrews sings in The Sound of Music, “Let’s start at the 

very beginning, a very good place to start.”  We start where we left off at 

the end of 2022 – with Hope.  As Christians, we are aware that our hope 

lies neither in ourselves nor in the world around us.  Jesus Christ is the 

source of our hope.  He is the source of our strength and joy.  We can rely 

on Him regardless of the circumstances.  Let us then move forward into a 

season of hope, knowing that if we share it daily with others, a little bit of 

positivity and happiness will peek through the gloomy clouds.   

May God bless and keep you throughout this New Year. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel 
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 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Christmas celebration:  Many thanks go to all who helped decorate the Sanctuary 
for Christmas.  Thank you Mike and Carol Laituri for decorating the atrium.  Thank 
you, Liz Hall, for ordering the poinsettias. Thank you also to Liz and Bob Hall for help-
ing me erect the Christmas tree.  Thank you Brita Bleuel, Dee Goldstein, Eileen Blum-
hardt-Butler, Sharon Hayes, Carol Laituri and the Sunday School children and parents 
for decorating the tree and adding the other decorations around the church.   

Campus Activities:  If you haven’t noticed, we now have a new roof on the shed.  
Many thanks to Mike Laituri for working with contractors to get that job done.  I had 
to go back to the insurance company to have them raise their initial coverage of the 
cost to replace the roof.  Mortenson Roofing gave us the best work done at the lowest 
cost. 

One thing you will have not noticed is that all the gutters on the church and office 
building have been cleaned and the down spouts flushed.  Bill Harms, Pete Norlander, 
Mel Teigen and I got the job done before the rains arrived.  We enjoyed lunch together 
afterwards.  Thanks for your help gentlemen. 

Mike and I continue to look for more affordable costs to the fencing and gating project.  
Just this past week we were able to look into other options with another fencing com-
pany.  Since the parent company of La Petite Academy does not want to terminate the 
easement on the west side of the campus property, we are now faced with fencing the entire western property line (along the 
La Petite’s parking lot) and around the west side of our office building.   

Ushers, Greeters, and Counters: Now that we are getting back into a routine of worshipping at church, it is time to revi-
talize our list of worship assistants in the areas of Ushers, AV booth operators, Counters and Greeters. We still have a need 
for more volunteers in these areas. Please contact Brita Bleuel, Pastor Rachel, or me for more details and training.  

Church Council: My term, as well as that of others, will expire at the end of June 2023.  Let us pray for more members 
of St. John’s to be led to roles of leadership on the church council. Now is the time for future leaders to begin learning from 
the current leadership to ensure a smooth transition into the future. Speak to Pastor Rachel to learn how you can become 
more involved. Our January, February and March council meetings will be held at 6PM on the third Tuesday of those 
months.  

In His Service,  

Bill Dietz  
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 SOME NEW YEAR’S FUN (HTTPS://WWW.CHRISTIANBIBLEREFERENCE.ORG/CROSSWORD.HTM) 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

December Council Meeting Notes 

• We offer prayers of thanksgiving for the healing hand upon those who were able to return to worship on 

Zoom or in person in the month of December.  After several weeks of winter illnesses it was great to see 

familiar faces back in worship.  Prayers of continued healing for council member, Gary Freedman who 

had successful surgery this past month and that God continues to guide his care and comfort.  We are 

encouraged by the continuing efforts of Pastor Rachel to minister to the homebound and for those with-

in our Congregation who bring communion, holiday breads, cards or visits to those most vulnerable and 

lonely in our family of faith. 

• The Council continued discussion on the decrease in giving which has now extended into four straight 

months.  Our Treasurer, Sherrie Downie, has reported that income has stabilized but it continues to be 

below projected giving.  We have been blessed with some substantial gifts to the general fund that has 

allowed us some flexibility during this time and are prayerful that the holiday will provide continued 

opportunities for support. 

• The Council is also continuing to look at ways to make our Worship Service welcoming and intuitive for 

guests.  Pastor has worked on some guest booklets and we are looking at ways to enhance greeting, sign 

in sheets and follow-up.  If you have ideas, please be sure to share with Pastor or any member of the 

Council. 

• In 2023 we will be working on a long overdue presentation on our emergency preparedness.  In light of 

recent storms and other potential hazards, we will work with the Congregation to understand the exit 

strategy and how to be alert to hazards on the premises. 

• We have not forgotten about the fence (smiles)!  We are grateful for the dedicated giving and support 

this project has received.  It just takes a lot of time to work through a project of this magnitude.  Bill and 

Mike (our Property Team) are doing an amazing job, while also dealing with the continued trespassing, 

dumping and vandalism on our property in appropriately moving this forward.  We hope to have a full 

update as we roll into 2023. 

The last meeting of the month is always a time to reflect on what the new year will bring and we are actively 

looking toward what St. John’s will look like in the future.  It is easy for us to think of what Sunday School, 

Fellowship, Worship will look like – those are constants that are guided by liturgy, love and tradition.  But 

other thoughts are far less easy to know what direction we are to go: financial stability, growth and commu-

nity connection.  One area we know will have a major adjustment is in our current leadership.  Members of 

our Council and Executive Committee, who have served for many years, are well past term limits and will be 

resigning in June 2023.  This is a pivotal time for St. John’s—who will be the next set of leaders who will 

work with our community, our Synod and our pastoral leadership to guide St. John’s into the future.  Is it 

you?  We ask all to pray about what your hopes and dreams are for the future of the church we love so much 

and how you can be an important part in that future. 

Serving humbly in His name, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz  - Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie—Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman—Fellowship:  Dee Goldstein 

Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes—Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

9:30—crafts and visiting 

10:00—Bible Study and Lessons 

10:45—Children’s sermon with Pastor 

We offer an inclusive, loving environment for all children.  Please invite your friends and family to join us at anytime.  All are wel-

come! 

I was so excited to be a part of the Sunday School Christmas Worship Service this year!  It was great fun to 

see each of you step up and be the voice of faith for all to hear!  I hope that you had as much fun as I did in 

serving in all the different rolls in the church.   Special kudos to all who stepped out of their comfort zone 

to recognize that spreading the word of God—the story of Christ’s birth—was an important reason for us 

to step boldly.   I really enjoyed Adult Time too—what a great story!  I think the adults enjoyed it too!   

A special thank you also to our teachers who did an amazing job making sure that we all were ready to roll 

when it was time!  You’ve got to love the joy that Miss Sharon, Miss Eileen, Miss Carleen and Miss Danika 

brought to the event! 

Sunday School will kick off the winter season on Sunday, December 8 at 9:30 a.m. for our craft time and 

10:00 a.m. for our children’s Bible time!  We hope that all of you will be able to join us as we continue to 

worship and praise our Lord and Savior! 

Happy New  Year! 

Murphy 

A NOTE FROM MURPHY 



With a new year upon us, we rejoice in the knowledge that our Savior was born.  As we travel with Jesus 

through his birth and ministry and ultimately to His journey toward the cross, we rejoice that God loves 

us so dearly that He would bring forth His son for each and everyone of us.  May the passion and joy you 

felt on Christmas sustain you and encourage you in your faith journey.   

As a church we pray for our community and the world around us: 

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, war, poverty, 

and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders, counselors, and all who help and 

heal. Comfort those who are grieving or experiencing crisis (especially): Jim Becker, Jo Ann Cantwell 

(Sister of Jerry Ellingson), Sandy Cates, Judy Haye-Coll, Beate Couturier (Sister of Brita Bleuel), Linda 

Curran, Brooke Farrington, Gary Freedmann, Mike Jensen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Dr. Jeff Keys 

(Father of Brooke Farrington), Marge Koehler, Kathy Lynch (Daughter of Paul Mills), Paul Mills, Hal and 

Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim Person, Marietta Poldrack, Carol Romanowitz, Andy Sutika (The 

Kellers' Brother-in-law), Brenda Whitlow, Gary Wil-

son, Mariah and Crystal Williams (great granddaugh-

ter and granddaughter of Darleen Heath), Diane 

Wulf, and the families and friends who mourn Don 

Buenting (Friend of Liz & Bob Hall), Nancy Catalfano 

(Sister of Chuck Keller) and Bob Whitlow.  

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

(crafts and welcome 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Join us for Fellowship directly 
after Worship 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

William Harms 

January 1 

Nanci Treichelt 

January 5 

Quintom Carbajal 

January 10 

Bob Hall 

January 11 

Marilyn Ferguson 

January 17 

Shane Seaforth 

January 17 

Vaughan Treichelt 

January 17 

Mike Slinde 

January 28 

John Rehana 

January 29 

Marietta Poldrack 

January 31 

Gary Wilson 

January 31 

 


