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The Faithful Times 

PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

Advent has arrived!  For the month of Decem-
ber, we watch and wait with great anticipation 
of the coming of God’s Son Jesus Christ.  And 
we sing with the heavenly angels Isaiah’s pro-
phetic announcement: “For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given; and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder; and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.”   
 
Our church is busy preparing for Christmas this 
month.  Christmas trees will soon appear, and the church will be transformed 
into a scene which brings “tidings of good cheer.”  We hope you join us on Sun-
day, December 18th to hear our youth deliver the Message.  For the most amaz-
ing insights come from the littlest of us!  Then, join us Christmas Eve night for 
our candlelight worship, and on Zoom Christmas Day, as we share the warmth 
of Christmas, (and perhaps show off presents!) from our homes.   
 
As a reminder, we continue to offer two Bible studies for spiritual growth and 
connecting in fellowship.  On Wednesday mornings join us on Zoom from 9 to 
10AM.  We will be starting the Book of Timothy on 
December 7th.  On Mondays, our ladies group meets 
in the church Fellowship hall from 11 –Noon.  We 
are studying the Book of Joshua.   
 
We can only imagine that Mary and Joseph proba-
bly felt alone, having to deliver a child in a stable.  
Likewise, we understand that Christmas for various 
reasons can be a difficult time for some.  So re-
member, God is always present, as are we, your 
church family.  We pray, then, like the star that 
guided all those to God’s Son, the light of Jesus’ 
birth fills you up, warms your heart, and embraces 
you to know that God Is With Us.   
 

Merry Christmas! 
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 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Campus Activities:  Many of you may recall seeing roofing shingles spewed 
across the parking lot and grassy area a few months ago.  This was the result of 
neighbor kids getting on top of the shed and ripping up the shingles and toss-
ing them about.  While Mike Laituri worked on getting bids for fixing the dam-
age, I worked with the insurance company.  Since the roof was about 20 years 
old, we decided to have the entire roof replaced.  Mortenson Roofing was able 
to complete the work this past week.   

As I periodically review recorded videos from our security cameras or make 
trips up to the church for various reasons, I continue to notice significant acti-
vates taking place which include: vehicles parking overnight, people hiding 
and/or leaving stuff around the campus and the construction of temporary 
encampments.  We are hoping our perimeter fencing and gate will significantly 
deter this activity.  Please contribute to the Fence Fund.  Otherwise, we will be 
needing a group of volunteers to daily pick up after nigh time activities.   

I am seeking volunteers to clean out the gutters around the church and office 
building.  Let me know if you can help and when you are most likely to be 
available.   

Contributions:  Winter is here and most people have returned from their summer travels and adventures.  
We not only missed seeing you in the Sanctuary and on Zoom during the summer months, but we have also 
seen a decline in contributions to our General Funds.  These are the funds used for paying staff, utilities, 
maintenance, and ministry activities. If your contributions to the General Fund have fallen behind slightly, we 
would greatly appreciate your ability to catch up at this time.  

Ushers, Greeters, and Counters: Now that we are getting back into a routine of worshipping at church, it 
is time to revitalize our list of worship assistants in the areas of Ushers, AV booth operators, Counters and 
Greeters. We still have a need for more volunteers in these areas. Please contact Brita Bleuel, Pastor Rachel, or 
me for more details and training.  

Church Council: My term, as well as that of others, will expire at the end of June 2023.  Let us pray for more 
members of St. John’s to be led to roles of leadership on the church council. Now is the time for future leaders 
to begin learning from the current leadership to ensure a smooth transition into the future. Speak to Pastor 
Rachel to learn how you can become more involved. The first five people that call me or email me after reading 
this newsletter will receive a special Christmas gift.  One per household and council members and staff are ex-
cluded.   

Sound Improvements for Zoom: Many thanks go to Gary Freedman, along with the assistance of Jim Per-
son, and Jim Halverson for helping optimize the sound coming through ZOOM during our worship services. I 
had a professional sound technician that I know through my theater work evaluate our system to see why the 
microphones that the pastor and assistant minister wear sometimes cut out of sound. The transmitters and 
receivers we use are outdated technology.  The problem of sound cutting out sometimes arises due to the fre-
quencies we use on the microphones and that they can receive interference from outside sources.  The techni-
cian was able to reset the frequencies to settings 
that will have less interference.  The problem 
won’t be eliminated until the system is upgrad-
ed.  Of course, that will cost a whole lot of mon-
ey which we don’t have at the time.   

Media:  Many people searching for churches 
are using social media to get a glimpse of what is 
happening at a church they may be interested in 
visiting.  If they see many others are viewing our 
church’s website and Facebook page, they may 
be more inclined to visit our Zoom service or in 
person.  So be sure to view our media on a regu-
lar basis.    

In His Service,  

Bill Dietz  
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

November Council Meeting Notes 

• We offer prayers of thanksgiving for the caring heart and compassion of Pastor Rachel.  This year has 

been one of significant loss and illness in our Congregation and Pastor Rachel has continued to be a 

beacon of comfort and strength for those who are struggling.  We continue to offer prayers to all those 

we are aware of who are seeking that strength and for those who we are unaware of, please, reach out to 

Pastor Rachel—especially during the holiday season when hope and support can mean so much. 

• The Council continued discussion on the decrease in giving which has now extended into three straight 

months.  We know that with the economy and the rise in prices that it is difficult for everyone—but as 

you are able, please support our general fund.  The current budget is already on a shoe string and addi-

tional cuts would be a difficult decision for our Congregation.  As the end of the year approaches, en-

courage those who are seeking a nonprofit to support to give to St. John’s.  We have a strong communi-

ty (as we found out during Trunk or Treat) and we are hopeful that 2023 sees more of them participat-

ing and supporting our efforts in the community. Continue to pray about how we expand out into our 

community to share the word of Christ and through that faith broaden the reach of our family of faith. 

• The Council is looking at ways to make the worship service easier to follow for visitors and guests.  As 

we look toward growth in the new year, we are looking to see where change might be needed or, in some 

cases, perhaps a return to practices of the past.  We will continue to let the congregation know and if 

you have any ideas, please talk to Pastor Rachel or any member of the Council. 

• We have not forgotten about the fence (smiles)!  We are grateful for the dedicated giving and support 

this project has received.  It just takes a lot of time to work through a project of this magnitude.  Bill and 

Mike (our Property Team) are doing an amazing job, while also dealing with the continued trespassing, 

dumping and vandalism on our property in appropriately moving this forward.  We hope to have a full 

update as we roll into 2023. 

• As a reminder, the Executive Committee (and other members of the Council) have exceeded (in some 

cases significantly) their term limits.  In 2023 a priority will be to find persons whose hearts are filled 

with a desire to lead St. John’s into the next chapter.  All of the members who are leaving are willing to 

train and support those who are interested.  We can wait until the last minute and hope some-

one steps up …. or we can be proactive and step up today.  Pray about how you can lead St. 

John’s and support our efforts at sharing the good news.  See “President’s Comments” - act now and 

there might even be a gift involved! 

• Upcoming Events: 

 Children’s Worship Service—12.18.22—10:00 am Worship Service 

 Christmas Eve Service—12.24.22—7:30 p.m. Candlelight Service 

 Christmas Morning Service—12.25.22—10:00 a.m. 

Serving humbly in His name, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz  - Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie—Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman—Fellowship:  Dee Goldstein 

Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes—Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

9:30—crafts and visiting 

10:00—Bible Study and Lessons 

10:45—Children’s sermon with Pastor 

We offer an inclusive, loving environment for all children.  Please invite your friends and family to join us at anytime.  All are wel-

come! 

Merry Christmas!  It seems like just yesterday I was dusting off my Halloween costume and getting ready 

for Trick or Treat and now  it’s Christmas. 

Before I came to St. John’s and was adopted by the Sunday School kids, I didn’t know what Christmas 

really meant.  Oh, I knew that there was a jolly guy who brought me a bone and some reindeers that I 

liked  to chase across the lawn, but I didn’t know there was a Savior who was born to lead me and save 

me.  I learned all that at Sunday School and Vacation Bible School and Children’s Time and in all the 

time I spent with all my friends in Sunday School.  I feel so different this year knowing that all the excite-

ment is about more than presents.  That’s why I am so excited that we get to lead the Worship Service on 

Sunday, December 18.  Wow!  I wonder what I am going to get to do.  What do you think?  Maybe Magic 

will let me play the chimes! 

I hope all of you are as excited as I am!  Not only for our worship service … but about Jesus!  I just love 

Jesus!  And I know that he loves me. 

Murphy 

A NOTE FROM MURPHY 



At this time of preparation for the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we lift our voices as one to pray for 

peace in our world, hope in our community and sustenance for those in need.  May we, as a community of 

faith, hear the call of those who need to learn about Christmas and to reach out in love to embrace those 

who are in need.  We pray for our church that we are able to sustain your mission in our community and 

the world and that the new year bring forth a passionate direction that allows us to be that beacon of light 

we hope to be.   

As a church we pray for our community and the world around us: 

God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for gathering us in worship 

and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present. Watch over those who travel. Heal the 

sick and speed their recovery (especially); Jim Becker, Jo Ann Cantwell (Sister of Jerry Ellingson), Nancy 

Catalfano (Sister of Chuck Keller), Sandy Cates, Judy Haye-Coll, Linda Curran, Brooke Farrington, Mike 

Jensen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Dr. Jeff Keys (Father of Brooke Farrington), Marge Koehler, Kathy 

Lynch (Daughter of Paul Mills), Paul Mills, Hal and Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim Person, Mariet-

ta Poldrack, Carol Romanowitz, Jamie Slinde (Daughter of Mike & Carol Slinde), Andy Sutika (The Kel-

lers' Brother-in-law), Brenda Whitlow, Gary Wilson, Mariah and Crystal Williams (great granddaughter 

and granddaughter of Darleen Heath), Diane Wulf, and the families and friends who mourn Curtis Gray, 

Ted Stump (Brother of Helen Person) and Bob Whitlow.  

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him so that you 

may overflow with hope.   

- Romans 15:13 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

(crafts and welcome 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Join us for Fellowship directly 
after Worship 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Cesar  & Maria Chacon 

Jody & Michael Jeffrey 

Corey & Lorelei Sater 

Manny & Mary Soliz  

Mike Laituri 

December 01 

Kegan Downie 

December 4 

Maria Chacon 

December 6 

Dee Goldstein 

December 11 

Michael Jeffrey 

December 13 

Jim Person 

December 13 

Rose Ramos 

December 16 

Bob Grimes 

December 17 

Audra Goldstein-

Tarabini 

December 18 

Pat Carmona 

December 20 

Timothy Riley 

December 21 

Grayson Barton  

December 21 

Lily Farrington 

December 23 

Famang Dorley 

December 24 

Margarita Seley 

December 25 

Eva Tarabini 

December 29 

Barbara Martin 

December 29 

 

 


