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The Faithful Times 

PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

Friends, the Holiday season is upon us.  Wheth-

er you are ready or not, it now becomes a mad 

dash from the time of Halloween up through 

Christmas Eve.  We have places to go, people to 

see, and of course let the shopping commence! 

And yet, as children of God, we are invited dur-

ing this time, to pause-even for a moment, to 

celebrate the joy of what we have already been 

given.  The Praise song, “Give Thanks,”  re-

minds us to “Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

give thanks to the Holy One; give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ, his 

Son.”   

As we prepare for Thanksgiving, we give thanks first.  This year St. John’s will 

be hosting the Pie Social during Fellowship time on Sunday, November 20th.  

That means our Thanksgiving Eve service this year will be Wednesday evening, 

November 23rd at 7PM using Zoom.  There will be no in person service.  Our 

leadership realizes this is a change, however, the nice part about this option is 

that those members who have only been on Zoom entirely, will be able to see all 

of us once again, knowing they remain an integral part of our church family.   

We also continue to express our gratitude to others with the great programs: the 

Samaritan’s Purse and Angel Tree.  We may take what we have for granted.  

But, this is the time to acknowledge that we may have more than we think.  

Therefore, we gratefully give whatever extra we do have to those who may have 

very little.  For I pray we never underestimate the power of giving.  It provides 

not only a physical item, but a message of hope.  The hope that comes with the 

knowledge and faith that we do not walk this journey alone.  God sent His Son, 

Jesus Christ, as our model to be that beacon of light and hope.   

In the last Sunday of November, we will transition into the Advent Season.  We 

will once again handout an Advent Family Study sponsored by the ELCA 

World Hunger.  So, take a breath, and know for the “days our surely coming…” 

but in the midst of the darkness breaks forth a new light!    

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Pastor Rachel 
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The Turkey Times—November 2022 

Newsflash:  St. John’s Lutheran Church in Antioch is known for it’s welcoming nature, but 

recently, it took an additional step when it welcomed a flock of turkeys into it’s midst.  A 

spokesperson from St. John’s reflected that “we have lots of turkeys here”.   

It may never be known whether these turkeys were coming to worship or to find refuge but 

whatever the reason, they definitely found a safe haven here at St. John’s.  The turkeys them-

selves could not be reached for comment. 

- Roaming Reporter Tom Turkey 



 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Contributions:  Summer is over and most people have returned from their 
travels and adventures.  We not only missed seeing our members in the Sanc-
tuary and on Zoom during the summer months, but we have also seen a de-
cline in contributions to our General Funds.  These are the funds used for 
paying staff, utilities, maintenance, and ministry activities. If your contribu-
tions to the General Fund have fallen behind slightly, we would greatly appre-
ciate your ability to catch up at this time.  

Campus Beautification: My thanks to new member Bill Harms for assist-
ing me in excavating some of the existing and damaged drip lines in our irri-
gation system.  If anyone else has time to assist me with this on-going rejuve-
nation of our irrigation system, please contact me or the church office. My 
own schedule is pretty sporadic, so I would just like to know who would be 
interested in helping and how often you might be available. 

Ushers, Greeters, and Counters: Now that we are getting back into a 
routine of worshipping at church, it is time to revitalize our list of worship 
assistants in the areas of Ushers, AV booth operators, Counters and Greeters. 
We still have a need for more volunteers in these areas. Please contact Brita 
Bleuel, Pastor Rachel, or me for more details and training.  

Church Council: My term, as well as that of others, will expire at the end of June 2023.  Let us pray for 
more members of St. John’s to be led to roles of leadership on the church council. Now is the time for future 
leaders to begin learning from the current leadership to ensure a smooth transition into the future. Speak to 
Pastor Rachel to learn how you can become more involved.  

Sound Improvements for Zoom: 
Many thanks go to Gary Freedman, along 
with the assistance of Jim Person, and Jim 
Halverson for helping optimize the sound 
coming through ZOOM during our wor-
ship services. I had a professional sound 
technician that I know through my theater 
work evaluate our system to see why the 
microphones that the pastor and assistant 
minister wear sometimes cut out of sound. 
The transmitters and receivers we use are 
outdated technology.  The problem of 
sound cutting out sometimes arises due to 
the frequencies we use on the micro-
phones and that they can receive interfer-
ence from outside sources.  The technician 
was able to reset the frequencies to set-
tings that will have less interference.  The 
problem won’t be eliminated until the sys-
tem is upgraded.  Of course, that will cost 
a whole lot of money which we don’t have 
at the time.   

Media:  Many people searching for 
churches are using social media to get a 
glimpse of what is happening at a church 
they may be interested in visiting.  If they 
see many others are viewing our church’s 
website and Facebook page, they may be 
more inclined to visit our Zoom service or 
in person.  So be sure to view our media on 
a regular basis.    

In His Service,  

Bill Dietz  
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

October Council Meeting Notes 

• We continue to pray for those in need within our congregation, our community and the world.  Pastor is 

actively working with he homebound and those in need to bring comfort and support  If you are in need, 

or know anyone in need, St. John’s is a beacon of hope.  Please reach out to the church administrator or 

Pastor Rachel. 

• For the second straight month we see a decrease in giving and a negative balance.  We have done an 

announcement campaign to continue to encourage support to our general fund as well as the designated 

funds (such as the fence) which our congregational members are passionate about.  We are so grateful 

for all the donations and prayers of support for our congregation.  As we look toward what 2023 holds 

for St. John’s think about not only how we continue to meet our financial needs but how do we expand 

out into our community to share the word of Christ and through that faith broaden the reach of our 

family of faith. 

• Our property team continues to work diligently to put together the information required to move for-

ward with our fencing project.  Currently we are looking toward final options for the location of gates 

and fencing (in light of La Petite not wanting to close the easement) and any permits and records that 

may be required.  We know everyone who has given to the fence fund is excited to get the project under-

way but there are many factors to consider—especially with a project of this magnitude– and the Coun-

cil is looking closely to make sure the right decision(s) are made. 

• More property news—the shed is in line to be fixed.  We have found a contractor who is able to work 

with in the funds we received for the vandalism from Church Mutual—now it is a matter of finding time 

on his calendar.  Prayers that it comes before the next heavy rain … but no complaint on the rain, we 

need it! 

• Our thanks to everyone who participated in Trunk or Treat—we had an amazingly strong turnout from 

our community and it really lifted our hearts that there are families active right outside the doors of St. 

John’s.  The Council is looking at how we can build on this momentum and allow people to worship in 

their own neighborhood—right here at St. John’s. 

• Upcoming Events: 

 Pie Social  - after services on 11.22.22 

 Thanksgiving Eve Service (Zoom) - 7:00 p.m.; 11.23.22 

 Tree Trimming and Children’s Worship practice—12.17.22—4;00-6:00 p.m. 

 Children’s Worship Service—12.18.22—10:00 am Worship Service 

 Christmas Eve Service—12.24.22—7:30 p.m. Candlelight Service 

 Christmas Morning Service—12.25.22—10:00 a.m. 

 

Serving humbly in His name, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz  - Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie—Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman—Fellowship:  Dee Goldstein 

Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes—Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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As a church we pray for our community and the world around us: 

Let your loving kindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love. Bring 

hope to the hopeless, comfort to the broken and love to the lonely.  Allow those who are yet to hear the 

compassionate voice of our Savior be led closer to You.  May we, as a body of Christ, be a beacon of light 

that those may follow and may our hearts show your empathy to all persons and our hands do Your work. 

Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel in their tireless 

work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. May the sun of righteousness rise on all 

who are sick (especially): Jim Becker, Jo Ann Cantwell (Sister of Jerry Ellingson), Nancy Catalfano 

(Sister of Chuck Keller), Sandy Cates, Judy Haye-Coll, Linda Curran, Brooke Farrington, Merlin and Mar-

got Johnson, Marge Koehler, Kathy Lynch (Daughter of Paul Mills), Paul Mills, Hal and Marilyn Norman, 

Helen Person, Jim Person, Carol Romanowitz, Jamie Slinde (Daughter of Mike & Carol Slinde), Andy 

Sutika (The Kellers' Brother-in-law), Bob Whitlow, Gary Wilson, Mariah and Crystal Williams (great 

granddaughter and granddaughter of Darleen Heath), and the family and friends who mourn Curtis Gray 

and Ted Stump (brother of Helen Person).  

 
In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

9:30—crafts and visiting 

10:00—Bible Study and Lessons 

10:45—Children’s sermon with Pastor 

We offer an inclusive, loving environment for all children.  Please invite your friends and family to join us at anytime.  All are wel-

come! 

Check out our website for more information on our Family Ministry:  https://stjohnsantioch.org/childrens-

ministry/ 

Invite your friends, family, neighbors and kids everywhere to join us 

for Sunday School.  Sunday School is available every Sunday with lov-

ing, faithful teachers who want to share the word of God with the 

youngest of His flock.  We have some exciting opportunities for our 

kids in December—from tree decorating, popcorn stringing and lead-

ing worship.  It is a non-threatening, joyful time to invite others to 

come and be part of the Christmas miracle! 



MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

(crafts and welcome 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Join us for Fellowship directly 
after Worship 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Eileen & Wayne Butler 

November 29 

Stephan Hinkle & Dagny Sigurjonsottir 

November 18 

Mike & Carol Slinde 

November 20 

Logan Wolff  

November 3 

Brooklynn Coburn 

November 5 

Kurt Nunnenkamp 

November 5 

Kelsea Garner 

November 8 

Helen Person 

November 8 

Jordan Shearer 

November 8 

Paul Mills 

November 12 

Heather Slinde 

November 13 

Kris Coley 

November 15 

Connie Pfahl 

November 17 

Derek Coley 

November 20 

Ann Wolff 

November 20 

Tianna Treichelt 

November 24 

Cynthia Nizar 

November 25 

Teri Andelin 

November 28 

Therese Norlander 

November 30 

Hal Norman 

November 30 

Cooper Gable 

November 30 


