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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther pub-

lished his Disputation on the Power of 

Indulgences, or commonly known as 95 

Theses.  He saw the injustice being 

done by having people believe they 

needed to somehow earn or pay for for-

giveness, rather than receiving the free 

gift of grace from God.  From that point 

on, the history of the church was 

changed.  We became a Reformed 

church.  Today, we live in a church where all are welcomed and 

invited to receive God’s grace.     

Our month of October is full of activity!  This coming Saturday, 

October 8th at 10AM in our church parking lot we will have our 

Blessing of the Animals service.  We remember St. Francis of Assi-

si who is the Patron Saint for Animals.  Each animal will receive a 

blessing and prayer medal.  For those unable to physically be 

there, a blessing will also be given that Sunday during worship.   

The next Saturday, October 15th we’ll be hosting an Octoberfest.  A 

slideshow of pictures from Jerry and Julie Ellingson’s European 

trip will be presented, along with fun activities and good German 

food!  In the traditional German words, “Ein Prosit,” we invite you 

to toast with us and enjoy some cheer! 

Our month closes with our Trunk or Treat on October 29th. We 

are still in need of candy and if you have a creative idea to decorate 

the trunk of your vehicle, we would love for you to join us!  That 

Sunday, October 30th we celebrate Reformation Sunday.  And on 

this day, we stand firm in our faith just like the theologian Martin 

Luther did saying, “My conscience is captive to the Word of God…

Here I stand; I can do no other.  God help me.” 

In Christ,  Pastor Rachel 
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 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Council President’s Comments, October 2022  

Fencing/Gates: After several attempts by Mike Laituti and myself, 
we have not received a favorable response from the parent company of 
La Petite Academy to terminate the easement so that gates could be 
installed at their East Tregallas Road entrance and our western Shad-
dick Drive entrance.  While this will save the cost of hiring an attorney 
to handle the termination of the easement, it will cost us in other ways. 
We will have to plan on placing a gate at the main Shaddick Drive en-
trance and one just south of the Administrative Building (between the 
mailbox and the white stone bench.  It will also necessitate the instal-
lation of additional fencing along the property line between our prop-
erty and that of La Petite Academy.  To do that properly, we will have 
to have that portion of our campus surveyed.   Without fencing in the 
area of the easement, we will still be left with that area vulnerable to 
trash dumps, vandalism, overnight parking and a host of other suspi-
cious activities. I have cut back tree in that area to increase lighting and visibility.  I have also repo-
sitioned one of our security cameras to cover that south entrance at Shaddick Drive. 

Campus Beautification: I have slowly but surely been fixing or replacing portions of the campus 
irrigations system. We have lost too many trees during the past few years due to a lack of watering. I 
am at a point where I could use some help searching for intact and broken drip lines that had been 
previously installed. Bill Harms has volunteered to help in the excavation of the existing drip lines.  
But we could use more help.   So if you don’t mind getting on your knees and digging into a few 
inches of dirt, send me an email or give me a call. Let me know what days of the week or month you 
might be available. My own schedule is pretty sporadic, so I would just like to know who would be 
interested in helping and how often you might be available.  

Ushers, Greeters, and Counters: Now that we are getting back into a routine of worshipping at 
church, it is time to revitalize our list of worship assistants in the areas of Ushers, AV booth opera-
tors, Counters and Greeters. We still have a need for more volunteers in these areas. Please contact 
Brita Bleuel, Pastor Rachel, or me for more details and training.  

Church Council: As you recall, some of the members of the church council have been serving 
longer than their terms allow according to the Congregational Constitution. A resolution passed at 
the Annual Meeting has allowed for their continued service. Let us pray for more members of St. 
John’s to be led to roles of leadership on the church council. My term will expire at the end of June 
2023. Now is the time for future leaders to begin learning from the current leadership to ensure a 
smooth transition into the future. Speak to Pastor Rachel to learn how you can become more in-
volved.  

Sound Improvements for Zoom: Many thanks go to Gary Freedman, along with the assistance 
of Jim Person, and Jim Halverson for helping optimize the sound coming through ZOOM during 
our worship services. I will be having a professional sound system expert evaluate our system on the 
morning of October 9th to get his opinion on why the headset microphone cut out in certain loca-
tions in the sanctuary.   

Comment from Supply Pastor:  One of the supply pastors that we had while Pastor Rachel was 
on vacation commented several times what a friendly congregation we have. Thank you for being so 
hospitable to them and for making them fell very welcomed.  It’s so nice to have these visiting pas-
tors see how we are to all our guests and visitors. 

In His Service,  
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

Change is the most difficult word for a church and congregation to hear.  Yet change is imminent and neces-

sary to be who God has led us to be.  Imagine back to the Reformation where the change that Martin Luther 

was suggesting seemed staggering and overwhelming; but out of that change came our modern faith and 

worship.    You can just imagine Martin Luther sitting at his desk and saying “what does the church look 

like” “what is our mission” and “what is our hope”.  From those first questions, he was able create positive, 

constructive change, to usher in a world where all could worship and be saved by faith in Christ Jesus alone.   

So, “what does St. John’s look like”, “what is St. John’s Mission” … “what is our hope”.  As we come out of 

the pandemic we face a crossroads in which we will need to determine which way will we go to be the light 

that God intends for our church and our community.  Over the next few weeks, Pastor will be talking to 

ministry groups and congregational members to see what their thoughts are for the direction of St. John’s.  

Open your hearts and lift up your prayers and ask yourself, what is it that we will post on the hearts of our 

community … what will be our reformation. 

September Council Meeting 

• We continue to pray for all who are struggling in our Congregation.  As a reminder, Pastor is available 

to support you and pray for you.  We also have a prayer chain and Stephen’s Ministers available to be 

beside you through the difficult moments.   

• See President’s Report for update on fencing.  With La Pettit not wanting to participate in the fence pro-

ject we are going to have to reconsider options for protecting our property.  The positive is that we have 

raised significant funds to support the start of the fence project. 

• Our Treasurer’s Report shows that giving is down as we enter the final quarter of the year.  We are a 

small congregation so our tithes and support are managed closely to ensure that we are able to meet the 

needs of our congregation and our community.  As we approach the end of the year, think about making 

St. John’s a recipient of tax deductible donations or dividends.  Thrivent also allows for giving directly 

to St. John’s.  If you have questions on how you can support St. John’s in this way, please see our Treas-

urer, Sherrie Downie. 

• Our Contemporary Worship Service (Praise Team) has been put on hold as ministry leaders determine 

what worship will look like in the future.  Contemporary Worship is an interactive, participatory service 

– where people sing, pray, celebrate – and we are not at the depth of membership that allows a contem-

porary service to enhance our worship.   As noted above, all ministries are working toward seeing what 

the future holds and what change is needed to be a vital and relevant support to our congregation and 

our community. 

• The Executive Committee was approached by an organization, Hope Solutions, that works with reli-

gious-based organizations to evaluate whether their location and property would be a place where 

“small home communities” could be created.  After several meetings and discussions, the Council voted 

that moving forward with such a community at this time would not be beneficial for St. John’s or our 

neighbors.  We continue to be encouraged by those who are reaching out to St. John’s  to determine 

how we can make a difference and will continue to embrace and evaluate all opportunities that are pre-

sented. 

Serving humbly in His name, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz  - Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie—Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman—Fellowship:  Dee Goldstein 

Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes—Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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Murphy’s Message to the Kids 

I am so excited, Kids!  We are having so many 
amazing lessons and learning so much about 
how Jesus loves us!  Through the parables in 
the Gospel: 

side note, remember: 

parable means a story that Jesus uses to teach 
us something  

Gospel are the first books of the New Testa-
ment that tell the story of Jesus’ life through 
his disciples 

Now back to my message: 

It has been a blast to be in class with all of you 
and to learn that we are more valuable than gold to Jesus and in return we 
want to treat others with that same value and respect—we also learned that 
through God that our faith will continue to grow to meet the needs that we 
have in our lives—just like the smallest mustard seed grows into a large 
plant.  Isn’t God great! 

Guess what—we have plenty of room at God’s table so invite your friends 
and neighbors to join us on Sunday morning … or especially for October 29 
when we get to dress up like a dog (or at least that is what I am going to do) 
and have a little fun with Trunk or Treat. 

See you there! 

Murphy  
 
Christmas Pageant 

Parents—we are looking toward what a Christmas Pageant would 

look like this year and would love your feedback.  We are considering 

allowing the children to take an integral and active part in telling the 

story of Christ’s Birth through their own faith journey.  This would 

mean that we would ask them to take the lead in Worship Service, 

present the Sermon, offering, communion and other aspects while 

they share the story of Christmas and their own personal presents to 

Jesus.  Since this would deviate from a traditional pageant with an-

gels, shepherds and managers, we wanted to see what you thought.   

Community Outreach op-
portunities: 

Sunday School is a wonder-
ful introduction to faith for 
children of all ages.  In this 
safe, no pressure environ-
ment kids can bond with 
one another while they learn 
that they are loved by a God 
and Savior who always has 
their back. 

We are so blessed with chil-
dren who are dedicated to 
building their faith, but we 
also know that there are 
others in our lives—our 
neighbors, relatives, co-
workers–that we could 
reach and share this amaz-
ing Grace with. 

We are excited for the future 
of our children and are 
hopeful that our Sunday 
School continues to offer 
that special place of friend-
ship and faith that we have 
all experienced. 

PARENTS  

corner 

Horton the Elephant 

As a reminder, we continue 

to collect offering to sup-

port our African Elephant, 

Horton.  This is a great op-

portunity for kids to learn 

not only the gift of sharing 

but in caring for God’s cre-

ation.  As you and your 

child are able, please bring 

a few coins on Sunday 

morning to add to our Ele-

phant bank.  All proceeds 

go directly to Horton and 

are not used in Sunday 

School ministry. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

9:30—crafts and visiting 

10:00—Bible Study and Lessons 

10:45—Children’s sermon with Pastor 

We offer an inclusive, loving environment for all children.  Please invite your friends and 

family to join us at anytime.  All are welcome! 



As a church we pray for our community and the world around us: 

Let your loving kindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love. Bring 

hope to the hopeless, comfort to the broken and love to the lonely.  Allow those who are yet to hear the 

compassionate voice of our Savior be led closer to You.  May we, as a body of Christ, be a beacon of light 

that those may follow and may our hearts show your empathy to all persons and our hands do Your work. 

Faithful God, we give you thanks for the healing ministries of this congregation. Equip those who visit, 
care, and pray for the sick (especially): Jim Becker, Jo Ann Cantwell (Sister of Jerry Ellingson), Nancy 
Catalfano (Sister of Chuck Keller), Sandy Cates, Judy Haye-Coll, Linda Curran, Brooke Farrington, Mer-
lin and Margot Johnson, Marge Koehler, Kathy Lynch (Daughter of Paul & Peggy Mills), Paul Mills, Hal 
and Marilyn Norman, Lynda Oliver, Helen Person, Jim Person, Jamie Slinde (Daughter of Mike & Carol 
Slinde), Andy Sutika (The Kellers' Brother-in-law), Bob Whitlow, Gary Wilson, and the families and 
friends who mourn Thalia Massoni and Robert Reed. Give insight to doctors, nurses, home health aides, 
and all practitioners of medical arts. Hear us, O God. 

 
In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

COMING SOON—CLOCKS GO BACK—SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 



MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



7 

 

GOD’S WORK.  OUR HANDS.  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

(crafts and welcome 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Join us for Fellowship directly 
after Worship 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Kevin Tarabini & Audra Goldstein 

October 2 

Howard & Ruth Dobler 

October 8 

John Thomas & Patti Koehne 

October 24 

Moacir Santos 

October 1 

Diane Wulf 

October 3 

Sharon Hayes 

October 4 

Brandon Santos 

October 4 

Ehren Durham 

October 10 

Rebecca Wolff 

October 12 

Alyse Barton 

October 14 

Mary Soliz 

October 14 

Laura Rockenbaugh 

October 15 

Steve Althaus 

October 17 

Lynda Oliver 

October 17 

Karson LeMoine 

October 22 

Blamasee Dorley 

October 24 

Patricia Reitz 

October 24 

Sharon Halvorson 

October 29 

Claire Nunnenkamp 

October 30 


