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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

We are gearing up for our Fall Church 

schedule!  The month of September invites us 

back into our church family filled with music, 

celebrations and messages of hope.  Our choir 

and chime team are back in session.  We kick 

off September with “God’s Work, Our Hands,” 

a day of service.  As a reminder, this Sunday, 

September 11th will be an abbreviated service to 

allow time in the Fellowship Hall to assemble 

our kits.  The work of God’s Holy Spirit will truly be moving through our hands 

that Sunday!   The next Sunday, September 18th we’ll be celebrating with Rally 

Sunday, featuring lots of activity for both the young, and the young at heart.  

Don’t forget to bring your bag for a blessing! Of course, delicious food will be 

provided.   

This season of Scripture texts encourages us to consider the cost of 

discipleship.  We’ll hear stories of reform from the most unlikely people Jesus 

encounters - the unjust judge, the dishonest manager, and a tax collector.  

Through these messages, Jesus we ask us to consider the question, “How might 

we as ordinary people use our resources to give honor to God?”    

Perhaps, like these biblical characters, we may fall short.  But thankful-

ly, Paul reminds us in Romans that we are “justified by God’s grace as a gift.”  

No act of our own will provide us salvation.  What we do believe though, is that 

anything can be accomplished by the help of God’s Holy Spirit.  So we march 

forward as disciples of Jesus Christ not just because the Law compels us, but 

because God’s grace bestowed on us moves us to act out of love toward God 

and our neighbor. Discipleship is indeed a serious calling, but can be full of 

great joy if we chose to follow.  So, what are you waiting for?   

In Christ, Pastor Rachel 
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 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Fencing/Gates: Mike Laituri and I have been communicating with the par-
ent company of La Petite Academy in order to negotiate the termination of 
the easement on the west side of our campus.  This is the lane and parking lot 
area to the west of the office building.  Without fencing in that area, we will 
still be left with that area vulnerable to trash dumps, vandalism, overnight 
parking and a host of other suspicious activities. 

The initial response from the organization contained many questions that we 
attempted to answer for them. We hope to hear back from them soon with a 
more favorable response 

Campus Beautification: I have slowly but surely been fixing or replacing 
portions of the campus irrigations system. We have lost too many trees during 
the past few years due to a lack of watering. I am at a point where I could use 
some help searching for intact and broken drip lines that had been previously 
installed. It would be kind of an excavations. So I you don’t mind getting on 
your knees and digging in the dirt a little bit, send me an email or give me a 
call. Let me know what days of the week or month you might be available. My 
own schedule is pretty sporadic, so I would just like to know who would be 
interested in helping and how often you might be available.  

I recently trimmed the lower branches of five trees in the parking lot area to enable our security cameras to 
have a better view of activities taking place. Some more trimming of other trees could be beneficial as well.  

Ushers, Greeters, and Counters: Now that we are getting back into a routine of worshipping at church, it 
is time to revitalize our list of worship assistants in the areas of Ushers, AV booth operators, Counters and 
Greeters. We still have a need for more volunteers in these areas. Please contact Brita Bleuel, Pastor Rachel, 
or me for more details and training.  

Church Council: As you recall, some of the members of the church council have been serving longer than 
their terms allow according to the Congregational Constitution. A resolution passed at the Annual Meeting 
has allowed for their continued service. Let us pray for more members of St. John’s to be led to roles of leader-
ship on the church council. My term will expire at the end of June 2023. Now is the time for future leaders to 
begin learning from the current leadership to ensure a smooth transition into the future. Speak to Pastor Ra-
chel to learn how you can become more involved.  

Sound Improvements for Zoom: Many thanks go to Gary Freedman, along with the assistance of Jim 
Person, Manny Soliz, as well as Hal and Marilyn Norman and others for helping optimize the sound coming 
through ZOOM during our worship services.  

In His Service,  

Bill Dietz  
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Fall officially starts on September 22—soon we will see the signs that the seasons are changing.  The days will 

shorten, the tree leaves will turn and the autumn-themed decorations will flavor our daily lives.  The change of sea-

sons can be an exciting time, filled with annual activities and holidays that we look forward to experiencing.  It can 

also be unsettling for those who are struggling.  For those who need the hope of a Savior at this—or any time of 

change—share these three Bible verses that remind us to keep our eyes on God and the comfort of his unchanging 

promises: 

While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night 

shall not cease. Genesis 8:22 KJV 

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: Ecclesiastes 3:1 KJV 

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be 

of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  John 16:33 

 CHANGING SEASONS 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

It’s hard to believe that it is already September.  We are hard at work making sure that we are good to go for Autumn 

and Holiday activities  … including, believe it or not … planning for Trunk or Treat, Thanksgiving pie fest and Christ-

mas.  All will be here before we can even blink!  We have begun to advertise for some of our Autumn activities, including 

Jerry and Julie Ellingson taking us on a photographic journey of their recent trip, Blessing of the Pets, and Trunk or 

Treat.  We are hopeful that as we look toward both the new and the familiar activities that you will come join us and 

help as you are able! 

August Council Meeting 

• Pastor continues to visit the homebound and ill.  This is such a vital area of ministry and we are so grateful for her 

heart of compassion and empathy.  We continue to pray for her guidance during these difficult time and for the 

doctors and caregivers who support our homebound family of faith. 

• Finalized plans for God’s Work Our Hands on September 11.  Our thanks to Sharon Hayes for taking on this im-

portant task and her tireless energy in moving it forward.  We will have activities for all level of support—please 

plan to us for service on that day.  Note service will be a little shorter to allow us to by God’s Hands.  For those with 

children, note that we will have  special service project for the kids during Sunday School. 

• We are beginning to look for members who might want to be a Stephens Minister.  If you are interested, please 

reach out to Hal or Marilyn Norman or Pastor Rachel. 

• Thank you to Bill and Sherrie for keeping such amazing records.  We were able to finalize the depreciation review 

and receive final payment from the insurance company.  Great job everyone! 

Ministry Updates: 

AV is doing an amazing job trying to figure out the Zoom sound and view.  Gary is trying a variety of different options 

and each one is getting us closer to the clarity we all hope for.  Thank you to the entire AV time for their patience and 

dedication to bringing worship to all. 

Fellowship is in full swing.  Kudos and more Kudos to Dee Goldstein for taking this on.  As noted above, we have sev-

eral project s in the works along with our Birthday Sunday, Sundae Sunday and other fun weekly events.  Stay for fel-

lowship, and enjoy what we miss the most when we were away:  each other! 

Mission & Outreach reported, HAPPILY, that the Baja Mission Trip is back on for 2023.  The Mission & Outreach 

team will begin looking for ways to raise money for this amazing outreach.  If you have gone in the past or are interested 

in making your first trip, see Bob Grimes.  The trip is scheduled for July 8 through July 15, 2023. 

Property is continuing to evaluate contractors for our fence project.  The easement continues to be the major stum-

bling block for beginning the project.  We are grateful for the financial contributions—past, present and future– and 

know that once we are able to get through these hiccups that we will be able to move forward with protecting our prop-

erty and making it a warm and welcoming presence in our community. 

Sunday School is in the midst of a summer curriculum as we await our big kick off with Rally Sunday.  We encourage 

everyone with children in their family, neighborhood or just walking down the street to invite them to join us here at St. 

John’s our teachers are excited and he ratio of teacher to students allow us to focus on building the love of Jesus person-

ally with our students.   

Serving humbly in His name,  

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz  - Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie—Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman—Fellowship:  Dee Goldstein 

Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes—Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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Murphy’s Message to the Kids 

Hi Children … I hope you have been enjoy-
ing our summer Sunday school.  I have been 
so busy getting everything for Rally Sunday on 
September 18.  We are going to have so much 
fun kicking off a new year of learning about 
Jesus.  I can’t wait, how about you. 

If you have been busy with the start of school 
and end of summer vacations I wanted to let 
you know that Horton is doing well.  We con-
tinue to send our tithes and offerings to keep 
him comfortable in his home.  We also have 
sprouts coming up in our elephant planters 
that we planted to remind us that Horton is 
out there eating up all the vegetables in Africa 
that we are able to provide him.  (smiles)  Come by and see them soon and give 
them a bit of water. 

I know that as we look for the start of the school year that sometimes it can be a 
bit scary to start a new grade or go to a new school, so remember all that we have 
learned—that Jesus is with us—even at school, at our sporting activities and on 
the playground.  Jesus is our rock and our support in all things! 

Murphy  
 
God’s Work—Our Hands 

The Sunday School will also be doing a service project to bring a focus on how we 

can do God’s work here at St. John’s and in the broader kingdom.  We will have a 

special lesson on what it means to serve and then the kids will be making lunch 

and dessert for all those who are working to put together the Lutheran World 

Relief kits and working to beautiful and strengthen St. John’s facility.  We hope, as 

you are able, that you will be able to bring your children, grandchildren, neighbors 

to participate in this special day. 

Rally Sunday is coming.  For 
those of you who are unfa-
miliar, this is a time where 
we kick off a new year of 
lessons from our Spark cur-
riculum.  With that in mind, 
our theme this year is “catch 
the spark”.  What a lovely 
and simple message to help 
the kids to embrace how 
easy it is to follow Jesus—
it’s just a “spark” that burns 
brighter with every day that 
we learn and grow in our 
knowledge of his love and 
strength.  We hope that you 
will be able to join us in en-
couraging our children to 
catch the spark! 

Sunday, September 18 
9:30 a.m. Registration 

and Crafts 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. food, fun and 

games!  

Your Sunday School Team 

PARENTS  

corner 

Teachers are Back on 

Board! 

Thank you to our amazing 

team of teachers who have 

agreed to stay on for anoth-

er season of Sunday School.  

They are the heartbeat of 

our program and their time 

and energy is greatly appre-

ciated: 

Sharon Hayes 

Eileen Butler 

Danika Goldstein 

Carleen Jackson 

Meghan Walsh 

Brita Bleuel 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

9:30—crafts and visiting 

10:00—Bible Study and Lessons 

10:45—Children’s sermon with Pastor 

We offer an inclusive, loving environment for all children.  Please invite your friends and 

family to join us at anytime.  All are welcome! 
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As a church we pray for our community and the world around us: 

Let your loving kindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love. Bring hope to 

the hopeless, comfort to the broken and love to the lonely.  Allow those who are yet to hear the compassionate 

voice of our Savior be led closer to You.  May we, as a body of Christ, be a beacon of light that those may follow 

and may our hearts show your empathy to all persons and our hands do Your work. 

Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are lost or 

lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for those in any 

need (especially): Bonnie Battey, Jim Becker, Jo Ann Cantwell (Sister of Jerry Ellingson), 

Nancy Catalfano (Sister of Chuck Keller), Sandy Cates, Judy Haye-Coll, Bobbie Crossland, Lin-

da Curran, Brooke Farrington, Darlene Heath, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Marge Koehler, 

Cynthia Loyd Family (Daughter of the Keller’s), Kingston McFarland, Paul Mills, Hal and Mari-

lyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim Person, Barbara Reddick, Robert Reed, Andy Sutika (The Kel-

lers' Brother-in-law), Irene Swann, Bob Whitlow, Gary Wilson, Diane Wulf and, the families 

and friends who mourn Thalia Massoni.  

 
In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

GOD’S WORK.  OUR HANDS.  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

God’s Work.  Our Hands. Is a day that gives us an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that 

all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely 

from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.   

Our thanks to Sharon Hayes who has put a wonderful activity together for St. John’s to work on as our own 

act of service in our community. 

As part of this special day, we will be singing a new song during worship.  The song we will sing was chosen 

in a 2019 contest sponsored by the ELCA.  It was written by Wayne Wold and was chosen from more than 

120 entries.  This hymn represents the original tagline of the ELCA and expresses how the people  of this 

church live in service fort he life of the world.   

For more information on God’s Work Our Hands or the chosen hymn of the day go to  

ELCA.org/day of service.  

 



OUR GO FUND ME MESSAGE … SHARE WITH 

EVERYONE 

As we continue to look at ways to support our com-

munity by providing a welcoming and safe environ-

ment, we encourage you to share our Go Fund Me!  

Perhaps this is a good time to reach out to members 

of St. John’s who have moved but still consider this 

home.  Or those who were married, Baptized or 

shared family milestones on these grounds.  As Gary 

Freedman has said, “Go Fund Me is like a snow 

ball—the faster it rolls the more momentum it gets” 

… get our ball rolling and see where God leads our 

momentum! 

https://gofund.me/8b700113  

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings 
Traditional Service 1st & 3rd 

Contemporary Service 2nd & 4th 
Blended Service 5th Sunday 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

(crafts and welcome 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Join us for Fellowship directly 
after Worship 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Gary & Kumiko Freedman 

September 2 

Joshua & Rachel Semovoski 

September 6 

Jim & Pat Person 

September 11 

Jerry & Julie Ellingson 

September 27 

Scott & Shana Andelin 

September 30 

Eileen Butler 

September 22 

Julie Commins 

September 3 

Todd Farrington 

September 23 

Rhonda Faust 

September 2 

Darlene Heath 

September 25 

Carleen Jackson 

September 18 

Margot Johnson 

September 20 

Lori Rehana 

September 18 

Kermit Sveen 

September 8 

Melroy Teigen 

September 18 

Help us protect our property and better support our 

neighbors and community by supporting our Fence 

Fund.  All donations are welcome and are fully tax de-

ductible.  We have established a Go Fund Me (https://

gofund.me/8b700113) or you can use the QR Code 

above.  Please contact our church treasurer for further 

information on how you can support us in these efforts. 


