
 

August 2022 
Issue 7 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 
Antioch, California  94509 

The Faithful Times 

PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

As we move into the month of August, we 
may discover that what should be the “lazy 
days of August” may in fact be busier than 
we intend. We may be traveling to doctor’s 
appointments, preparing our children for 
school, going back to work, busy vacation-
ing, or occupying ourselves with tasks at 
home.  In our preparation for the start of 
new activities come September, we may 
leave ourselves little time to ponder the 
question, "Who is this Jesus, and how does He change my life?”   

Over the next few weeks, I encourage us to stop what we’re doing, and 
simply listen.  Jesus wants us to ponder this question.   We’ll hear in our 
upcoming Gospel readings that Jesus will tell us crazy things.  He will 
ask us to sell all we have. He will heal a disabled woman on the Sabbath 
Day.  Finally, Jesus will present us with the image of who we should 
invite to our banquet table.   

As we finish out the summer season, we will be challenged to see what it 
means to be "one in Christ Jesus." Perhaps we’ll broaden our definition 
of “who is my neighbor?”  And as we discuss this, we may discover new 
avenues in our St. John’s community where we can continue to be mes-
sengers of light and hope to a changing world.  Our new life in Christ 
produces fruit in abundance all year long! So, as we prepare for the up-
coming business of the fall season, please do not lose sight of who Jesus 
is in our life.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel 
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IMPORTANT—PLEASE 

READ AND ACT! 

We are so close to STEP ONE 

of our fence funding .  We are 

only $197.28 away from 

meeting our match.  The 

Council has put aside 

$25,000 from our Building 

for the Future Fund which 

will be used to match this first 

set of funds!  But the cost of 

the fence is a moving target 

and we can’t stop at this first 

milestone, so we have estab-

lished a Go Fund Me to 

enlist the help of neighbors 

and friends.  Go to this link to 

make a donation or share 

with family friends—post on 

social media—share by email.  

Get the word out to everyone 

and pray that hearts are led to 

help: 

https://gofund.me/8b700113  



 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Council President’s Comments, August 2022 

 

Campus Beautification: I have slowly but surely been fixing or replacing 
portions of the campus irrigations system.  We have lost too may trees during 
the past few years due to a lack of watering.  I am at a point where I could use 
some help searching for intact and broken drip lines that had been previously 
installed.  It would be kind of an excavations. So I you don’t mind getting on 
your knees and digging in the dirt a little bit, send me an email or give me a 
call.  Let me know what days of the week or month you might be available.  
My own schedule is pretty sporadic, so I would just like to know who would 
be interested in helping and how often you might be available.  

I recently trimmed the lower branches of five trees in the parking lot area to 
enable our security cameras to have a better view of activities taking place.  
Some more trimming of other trees could be beneficial as well.   

 

Fencing/Gates:  We are very close to reaching the initial $25,000 goal which will be matched by the church 
council.  We are still trying to establish the full cost.  This is mostly due to the issue of the easement that is in 
place on the western side of the church property and connects to the La Petite Academy parking lot.  I am cur-
rently trying to work with attorneys that specialize in easements to see if it is possible to terminate the ease-
ment so both the church property and the La Petite Academy parking lot can benefit from the fencing and gat-
ing.  La Petit has been the victim of vandalism and overnight activities as we have been.   

 

Campus Activity:  It’s nice to see neighbors using the campus for their walk or the children using the bas-
ketball hoop.  But vandalism continues. In the middle of the night a vehicle pulled up and dump about a dozen 
large and heavy bags of used potting soil and assorted debris.  Mike Laituri contracted with a company to have 
it removed.   

A group of teenagers also crawled up onto the roof of the shed and proceeded to rip up several asphalt shin-
gles.  I contacted the insurance company and submitted a claim.  Mike also contacted roofing companies to 
get estimates for repairing and replacing the roof.   

 

Ushers, Greeters, and Counters:  Now that we are getting back into a routine of worshipping at church, it 
is time to revitalize our list of worship assistants in the areas of Ushers, AV booth operators, Counters 
and Greeters. We still have a need for more volunteers in these areas.  Please contact Brita Bleuel, Pastor 
Rachel, or me for more details and training. 

 

Church Council: As you recall, some of the members of the church council have been serving longer than 
their terms allow according to the Congregational Constitution. A resolution passed at the Annual Meeting 
has allowed for their continued service.  Let us pray for more members of St. John’s to be led to roles of lead-
ership on the church council.  My term will expire at the end of June 2023. Now is the time for future 
leaders to begin learning from the current leadership to ensure a smooth transition into the future.  Speak to 
Pastor Rachel to learn how you can become more involved.   

 

Sound Improvements for Zoom:  Many thanks go to Gary Freedman, along with the assistance of Jim 
Person, Manny Soliz, as well as Hal and Marilyn Norman and others for helping optimize the sound coming 
through ZOOM during our worship services.   

 

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

The first meeting of our new 2022/2023 Council was held on July 12 and kicked off the start of the new church year .  

We offer prayers of thanksgiving for those who are continuing to serve and for those who are new to the Council.  The 

church is many hands and hearts that work together to ensure that we are a place where people feel welcome and 

loved—safe and secure.  That takes leadership and we are grateful for all those who step up to continue to lead us into 

the next chapter of St. John’s. 

July Council Meeting 

The start of the church year requires a lot of administrative tasks that the council  is required to manage as part of the 

Constitution and Bylaws or as part of our normal procedures.  At our meeting we took the following action: 

• Reviewed and approved updated Covid protocols (currently posted on our internal website or can be provided by 

email as requested). 

• Reviewed the annual procedures and protocols for service on the Council as well as a review of ministry descrip-

tions and responsibilities. 

• The Council voted to move all Facility Agreement renewals to a church year rather than a calendar year so that 

those agreements could be part of the start of our new year.  The Council agreed to maintain all three of our Facility 

Agreements and Ministry Partners as is with no changes.   

• Made formal nomination of the Executive Committee to the Council and approved by unanimous vote.  Please note 

that the Executive Committee is serving as part of the agreed upon extension of term limits at the Annual Meeting.  

It is imperative that others look toward service in this capacity.  All three Executive Committee members are willing 

to train anyone who is interested in learning more. 

Ministry Updates: 

Sunday School is looking to extend it’s classes to a junior high offering.  We are looking for two volunteers who might be 

able to assist.  Sunday School will continue during the summer with a summer curriculum and then will return to litur-

gy based curriculum on September 18—Rally Sunday! 

Mission & Outreach reported, HAPPILY, that the Baja Mission Trip is back on for 2023.  The Mission & Outreach team 

will begin looking for ways to raise money for this amazing outreach.  If you have gone in the past or are interested in 

making your first trip, see Bob Grimes.  The trip is scheduled for July 8 through July 15, 2023. 

Property is continuing to evaluate contractors for our fence project.  We are pleased that we are close to making our first 

milestone—the matching funds—but that is not the end of our fundraising.  Anticipated costs are rising due to inflation, 

lack of supplies and contractor costs.  We will be looking at ways to engage our community in our efforts as well as con-

tinued support from our AMAZING family of faith who has, again, risen to the challenge of financially supporting our 

facility.  THANK YOU! 

Vandalism Continues: 

We are sad to report that we continue to see vandalism on and at our facility.  Recently our circuit boxes on the adminis-

trative building were broken, dumping of debris and vandalism just for the sake of vandalism.  Continue to pray for our 

facility and our response to the continued harm to our facility. 

Our thanks to Mel Tiegen who visited at our Council meeting.  All Council meetings are “open” to members of the Con-

gregation.  You are invited to join at anytime—second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. (administrative building). 

Serving humbly in His name,  

President;  Bill Dietz  - Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie—Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman—Fellowship:  Dee Goldstein 

Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes—Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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Murphy’s Message to the Kids 

Hi Children … just a quick reminder that 
we will be having Summer Sunday School!  
We are focusing on lessons that we don’t 
always get to hear: Creation, Isaiah, Peace.  
All of our lessons continue to be from the 
SPARK  Bibles and offer the word of God in 
ways that we can all understand no matter 
how old we are.  So far we have already 
learned of Isaiah’s call to be a prophet and 
how Isaiah shared the message of peace 
that would be delivered through a child.  
Hummm … I wonder who that child is?  I 
am thinking in about four months we will 
find out!    

Guess what else is coming:  Rally Sunday, September 18—big celebration to 
kick off our new school year.  Bring your backpacks for blessing. 

 

Murphy  
 

 
God’s Kingdom—Our Hands & Hearts 

Our last Sunday in July we focused on our special responsibility to care for 

God’s Kingdom.  Whether it is the love we show for all people and the sup-

port we give despite our differences or situations or how we manage our use 

of natural resources, or care for the plants and animals, God has made us 

special stewards of His Kingdom.  The children were so excited to learn 

more about our adopted elephant, Horton, and how we can assist  him with 

our tithes and offerings.  The children also planted herbs in their elephant 

planters so that they could care for them and watch them grow.  This past 

week—we saw sprouts start to come through the earth.  It reminds us of 

how excited God must have been when he created the world and all living 

things—we are seeing that growth, that life come to being right  in our little 

planters.  When you are having fellowship drop by our Sunday School area 

and check out our planters!  The kids did an amazing job and continue to 

serve with their hands and hearts! 

We are working with Magic 
to offer Sunday Morning 
children’s music twice a 
month beginning in Sep-
tember.  Our hope is to offer 
music lessons and singing at 
9:00 a.m. on Praise Team 
Sundays. 

Would you or your child 
find this of interest?   

Do you think your child 
would like to join us? 

We anticipate that we would 
use this time to teach the 
children contemporary wor-
ship songs that they sing 
each week in church.  
Through the familiarity of 
the music they will grow to 
understand the role music 
plays in worship and to rec-
ognize the music throughout 
their lives with comfort and 
hope. 

We would love to know your 
thoughts. 

Your Sunday School Team 

PARENTS  

corner 

Junior High Classes are 

Coming 

We know several of our 

families have older children 

that we would love to have 

join us for Sunday morn-

ings.  We will be reaching 

out to chat about what that 

might look like—with fun 

curriculum (video games, 

anyone?) and what we need 

to engage our vulnerable 

pre-and-teens.  Let us know 

if you have a child that 

might be interested. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

9:30—crafts and visiting 

10:00—Bible Study and Lessons 

10:45—Children’s sermon with Pastor 

We offer an inclusive, loving environment for all children.  Please invite your friends and 

family to join us at anytime.  All are welcome! 
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As a church we pray for our community and the world around us: 

Let your loving kindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love. Bring hope to the hope-

less, comfort to the broken and love to the lonely.  Allow those who are yet to hear the compassionate voice of our Savior 

be led closer to You.  May we, as a body of Christ, be a beacon of light that those may follow and may our hearts show your 

empathy to all persons and our hands do Your work. 

Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you (especially): Bonnie Battey, Jim Becker, Jo Ann Cantwell 

(Sister of Jerry Ellingson), Nancy Catalfano (Sister of Chuck Keller), Sandy Cates, Judy Haye-Coll, Bobbie Crossland, Dar-

lene Heath, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Chuck  & Shirley Keller, Marge Koehler, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, 

Paul Mills, Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim Person, Barbara Reddick, Robert Reed, Bill Simpson (Brother of Marilyn 

Norman), Andy Sutika (The Kellers' Brother-in-law), Irene Swann, Bob Whitlow, Gary Wilson, Diane Wulf and the fami-

lies and friends who mourn, Sue Cochran and David James (Brother-in-law of Eileen Butler). Help us to trust your prom-

ise and not be afraid.  

The church is strong when it prays together.  The world is strong when it stands together in peace.  We 
pray for those who are suffering from war—those who have lost loved ones or suffered injuries; those 
who have lost homes or are struggling to find comfort far from their homeland.  We offer prayers for all 
countries who are in the midst of these horrors and ask for your guidance in the hearts of those who can 
offer words of comfort or direction for peace. 

 

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS—SEPTEMBER 11 

Join us for a nationwide effort to be God’s hands in our community.  Sharon Hayes is working out details on several 

local and worldwide projects.  We are hopeful that all hands will join us as we put our hands and hearts to work on Sun-

day, September 11 beginning at 10:00 a.m.  

Mission & Outreach:  LWR Kits—Offering comfort and care to those who need it most 

Often, when natural disasters strike or when war drives families from their 
homes, our hearts ache with compassion, but we don’t know how to help. 
Making Lutheran World Relief Kits is a simple, fun and tangible way to 
offer comfort to those suffering and express love to our neighbors in need.  
LWR Kits are specifically designed to help people coping with poverty, 
disaster, conflict and more. Whether a kit helps someone to maintain good 
hygiene, care well for a newborn baby, keep education going during a cri-
sis or learn a new vocation, LWR Kits provide dignity and hope in the dir-
est situations.  

Local Homeless Kits.  Help to create homeless kits for persons in need 
in our community. 

Facility Clean-up and Beautification.  Working with Council on beautification of St. John’s external facility.  Help 
us to bring some color and beauty to our facility.  Details are being worked out. 

Special Children’s Activities will begin at 9:30 a.m. as part of our craft and Sunday School time. 

More details will be provided over the next couple of Sundays.  If you can assist in coordinating and leading one of 
these activities, please reach out to Sharon Hayes. 
 



OUR GO FUND ME MESSAGE … SHARE WITH EVERYONE 

As we continue to look at ways to support our community by providing a welcoming and safe environment, we 

encourage you to share our Go Fund Me!  Perhaps this is a good time to reach out to members of St. John’s who 

have moved but still consider this home.  Or those who were married, Baptized or shared family milestones on 

these grounds.  As Gary Freedman has said, “Go Fund Me is like a snow ball—the faster it rolls the more mo-

mentum it gets” … get our ball rolling and see where God leads our momentum! 

https://gofund.me/8b700113  

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings 
Traditional Service 1st & 3rd 

Contemporary Service 2nd & 4th 
Blended Service 5th Sunday 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

(crafts and welcome 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Join us for Fellowship directly 
after Worship 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Gary & Deanna Wilkes 

August 1 

Merlin & Margot Johnson 

August 2 

Mark & Laura Rockenbaugh 

August 8 

Chuck & Shirley Keller 

August 26 

Jeff & Heidi Gable 

August 26 

William & Myra Harms 

August 31 

Derek Treichelt 

August 4 

Merlin Johnson 

August 5 

Joshua Semovoski 

August 6 

Chris Critesier 

August 8 

Seana Mohr 

August 8 

Carol Romanowitz 

August 8 

Deann Wilkes 

August 8 

Sharon Sterud 

August 15 

Gloria Andelin 

August 20 

Kayde LeMoine 

August 20 

Scot Andelin 

August 21 

Bob Commins 

August 24 

Adalynn Gomes 

August 26 

Anita Hayes 

August 27 

Haley Semovoski 

August 28 

Brenda Whitlow 

August 31 

 

Help us protect our property and better support our 

neighbors and community by supporting our Fence 

Fund.  All donations are welcome and are fully tax de-

ductible.  We have established a Go Fund Me (https://

gofund.me/8b700113) or you can use the QR Code 

above.  Please contact our church treasurer for further 

information on how you can support us in these efforts. 


