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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

The month of July marks our freedom as a 

nation. It is a time for celebration and hope. 

Perhaps we were able to gather with family 

and friends this year. Maybe we were fortu-

nate enough to hold a traditional 4th of July 

cookout. Perhaps we took the time to remem-

ber those who are currently serving in harm’s 

way and those who died, so that our nation 

can continue to guarantee this freedom we hold so dear.   

As Americans, we are one nation, under God. As Christians, we hold onto 

another freedom. We are graciously given freedom from sin and death 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as Paul tells us in Ro-

mans chapter 8: 

 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Je-

sus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set 

you free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to 

do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in 

the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so, he condemned sin in 

the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully 

met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” 

The question becomes how do we respond to this freedom? Do we parade it 

around? Do we simply do nothing? Or do we set our minds on things of the 

“Spirit” versus things of the “flesh?”  

We are wrapping up our Vacation Bible School “God’s Wonder Lab.”  It has 

been such a joy to see the entire St. John’s family embrace God’s Word, and 

the ever-catchy music!  We forget so easily that this is what our Freedom in 

Christ looks like!  We are so captured by God’s grace that it moves us to do 

silly dances proclaiming the “Good News.”  So, hang on, there is more to 

come.  You just need to be open, to let the fireworks of the Holy Spirit en-

lighten you.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel 
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For a world in need we 

pray: 

Lord, make us instru-

ments of Thy peace. 

Where there is hatred, 

let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; 

where there is discord, 

union; where there is 

doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, 

hope; where there is 

darkness, light; where 

there is sadness, joy.  

 - St. Francis of Assisi 



 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Annual Meeting:  Many thanks go to those who prepared and participated 
in our Annual Congregational meeting on June 18th.  Thanks also go to those 
who prepared food for the potluck meal afterwards and to those who cleaned 
up afterwards.   

COVID:  In my conversations with church members and many others, there 
seems to be a diminishing concern by some (outside our congregation) to 
monitor one’s health symptoms and being protective of others.  A number of 
people have told me they contracted COVID recently after being around 
someone who knew they were not feeling well (i.e., “cold”, “allergies”, “sore 
throat”, etc.).  As we have said before in our newsletters, if you feel sick, (sore 
throat, runny nose, fever, aches, muscle pain,) please take care of yourself at 
home and do not come to church.  Fortunately, you can still participate as 
others do through the use of ZOOM.   

In viewing the Contra Costa Health Services and CDC websites, COVID cases 
are on the rise again. A pair of omicron subvariants that only recently started 
circulating in the U.S. have taken over as the dominant coronavirus strains, 
according to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  BA.4 
and BA.5 were responsible for a total of 52% of new coronavirus cases last week nationwide.  That ’s up from 
37% of cases the week prior and 24% the week before that.  They take over the spot from BA.2.12.1, which only 
became the dominant strain last month.  The highly transmissible pair is also increasing globally, according to 
the World Health Organization.   

Ushers, Greeters, and Counters:  Now that we are getting back into a routine of worshipping at church, it 
is time to revitalize our list of worship assistants in the areas of Ushers, AV booth operators, Counters 
and Greeters. We still have a need for more volunteers in these areas.  Please contact Brita Bleuel, Pastor 
Rachel, or me for more details and training. 

Church Council: We welcome Dee Goldstein to the church council.  She will be overseeing the Fellowship 
Ministry.  As you recall, some of the members of the church council have been serving longer than their terms 
allow according to the Congregational Constitution. A resolution passed at the Annual Meeting has allowed 
for their continued service.  Let us pray for more members of St. John’s to be led to roles of leadership on the 
church council.  My term will expire at the end of June 2023. Now is the time for future leaders to 
begin learning from the current leadership to ensure a smooth transition into the future.  Speak to Pastor Ra-
chel to learn how you can become more involved.   

Sound Improvements for Zoom:  Many thanks go to Gary Freedman, along with the assistance of Jim 
Person, Manny Soliz, as well as Hal and Marilyn Norman and others for helping optimize the sound coming 
through ZOOM during our worship services.   

 

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 
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Covid-19 is still a very active virus in our communities.  Though we have been blessed to come to a place where 

we can worship together in person we know that members of our Congregation have battled the Covid-19 virus.  

We encourage everyone to continue to be safe when worshiping by continuing to use antibacterial before and 

after service, to wear a mask as you are comfortable and most importantly to stay home if you have any symp-

toms of Covid-19 or are just feeling ill in general.  By staying safe and remaining home when ill we can keep one 

another safe.   

 COVID/PANDEMIC UPDATE 

https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2022-05-24/cdc-new-omicron-subvariant-ba-2-12-1-takes-over-as-dominant-coronavirus-strain


THE COUNCIL CORNER 

Annual Meeting Notes 

At our annual meeting the following motions/matters were approved: 

Extension of Term Limits.  The Council can, as the needs of the Congregation dictate, extend the term 

limits for members of the Congregational Council who wish to continue to serve in a singular capacity.  Each 

such extension will be reviewed on a yearly basis and approved by the Congregation at the Annual Congre-

gational Meeting. 

This extension of term limits does not mean that we do not need your help.  The Council is at its best when 

there are a variety of voices that represent our diverse and amazing backgrounds.  Please continue to 

pray about your part in the greater mission of St. John’s. 

Disbandment of Congregational Committees.  The Constitution requires that certain committees be 

maintained for the purpose of running the church.  The Council can, as the needs of the Congregation dic-

tate, disband a Congregational Committee that does not meet the required membership.  Each such dis-

bandment will be reviewed on a yearly basis and approved by the Congregation at the Annual Congregation-

al Meeting.  The Nominating Committee and Finance Committee will be disbanded through June 2023.  See 

next page for current Committee structure.    

This disbandment of Congregational Committees does not mean that the committees are not an integral 

part of the function of our Congregation.  They were established by the leadership of St. John’s to ensure 

that ministries thrive.  Please continue to pray about where your heart may lead you to serve. 

Endowment Committee Guidelines and Procedures.  The Endowment Committee Guidelines and 

Procedures were updated to meet the current  needs of the Congregation and to provide consistency in 

presentation.  These Guidelines and Procedures were approved as presented.  The Endowment Committee 

is fully seated with the nomination and approval of Mel Tiegen to the Committee. 

Congregational Council.  The Congregational Council was nominated and approved for the 2022/2023 

church year.  See next page for current Council structure.   The positions of Treasurer (voting) and Secretary 

(voting) have had their term limits extended through June 2023. 

June Council Meeting 

Our June Council meeting focused on the preparation of the Annual Meeting materials and the review and 

approval of the Annual Report.  If you are yet to review the Annual Report one can be provided to you or 

please see our Internal Website. 

We also continue to review our Covid policies and procedures to keep them in compliance with County, 

State and Federal requirements.  Current policies are available through the church office or on our Internal 

Website. 

We voted to skip National Night Out this year due to lack of a coordinator stepping forward to organize.  We 

are happy to report that we will be moving forward with God’s Work/Our Hands thanks to Sharon Hayes 

who has volunteered to be coordinator. 

We are excited to be moving forward with our fence project and will make a focus for our 2022/2023 year to 

bring this to completion for the safety and security of our facility and Congregation.  As you are able, please 

support this project both financially and through prayer. 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 



Murphy’s Message to the Kids 

God’s Wonder Lab Scientists!  What an 
amazing vacation Bible school theme.  The 
kids are not only learning about the Mira-
cles of Jesus but we are having a lot of fun 
with the crafts, games and science experi-
ments.   And, I have a new friend, Dr. Ozzy 
the spotted owl and all the scientist friends 
that have joined us for our five week pro-
gram.  Have you had a chance to meet all of 
them?  It is so exciting to make new 
friends—the furry kind and those that 
aren’t quite so furry!   

Special Thank You to all of our helpers who 
have made God’s Wonder Lab so special:  Eileen Blumhardt-Butler, 
Famang Dorley, Sharon Hayes, Carleen Jackson, Danika Goldstein, Dee 
Goldstein, Meghan Walsh, Justin Downie, Shoena Mohr, Jim Linman, 
Sr., Jim Linman, Jr., Bob Grimes, Marietta Poldrack, Pastor Rachel, 
Lynn Ferguson and our amazing team of cooks and our always patient 
AV Team. 

Murphy  
 

Horton … Our Elephant 

We want to introduce everyone to Horton our adopted elephant.  Horton 

is an African elephant that is currently housed in the safety of a nature 

preserve.  Horton is one of God’s endangered species and our Sunday 

School children are caring for him through their tithes and offerings.  We 

will be using Horton to introduce the children to the diverse challenges 

facing God’s animal kingdom and how we, as God’s hands and feet, can 

make a difference.  If you are passionate about being a steward in God’s 

kingdom, we encourage you to come join us in our adoption and drop 

your change in our “pink whale bank” in the Sunday School area. 

We would love to hear your 
feedback on Sunday School 
and our recent God’s Won-
der Lab Summer Bible 
School (VBS).   

How did your children enjoy 
the format? 

Did you feel that your child 
was able to share the lesson 
each week? 

Is there something your 
child particularly likes that 
we should continue to incor-
porate? 

In the fall we would like to 
look to expand our classes 
to offer a lower elementary 
and an upper elementary 
class.  If you are interested 
in teaching every other Sun-
day, we would love to have 
you join our team.  We are 
looking for two additional 
teachers to join us 

Your Sunday School Team 

 

PARENTS  

corner 

We will be holding Sunday School during the summer with a special Sunday 

curriculum and activities for our children.  Please note that beginning July 17 

we will return to our normal schedule of crafts and welcome at 9:30 a.m.; Sun-

day School lessons at 10:00 a.m. and Children’s Worship after prayers of the 

people.  On the 2nd and 4th Sundays the Praise Team leads the children in 

songs and joyful praise. 
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The church is strong when it prays together.  The world is strong when it stands together 
in peace.  We pray for those who are suffering from war—those who have lost loved ones 
or suffered injuries; those who have lost homes or are struggling to find comfort far from 
their homeland.  We offer prayers for all countries who are in the midst of these horrors 
and ask for your guidance in the hearts of those who can offer words of comfort or direc-
tion for peace. 

Asking that you bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or de-
feated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh 
those who labor under the weight of pain or sickness especially:  

Comfort all who live in constant fear and any who are suffering (especially); Bonnie Battey, Jim Becker, 

Jan & Don Buenting, Nancy Catalfano (sister of Chuck Keller), Sandy Cates, Sue Cochran, Judy Haye-

Coll, Bobbie Crossland, Darlene Heath, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Marge Koehler, Kingston McFar-

land, Thalia Massoni, Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim Person, Barbara Reddick, Bill Simpson 

(Brother of Marilyn Norman), Andy Sutika (The Kellers' brother-in-law), Kermit Sveen, Irene Swann, 

Bob Whitlow, Gary Wilson, Diane Wulf and the families and friends who mourn Darrell Andelin, Bill 

Dalke, Ron DeVera, Elwood Jensen, Keith Knapp, Rev. Jerry Schmalenberger, Roland Viaan and Harry 

Wulf. Remind them that your Spirit has made them your children and that they are never far from your 

glory.  

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Pentecost Sunday 



God’s Wonder Lab—Week One 



God’s Wonder Lab—Week Four 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings 
Traditional Service 1st & 3rd 

Contemporary Service 2nd & 4th 
Blended Service 5th Sunday 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

(crafts and welcome 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Join us for Fellowship directly 
after Worship 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Kurt & Diana Nunnenkamp 

July 1 

Derek & Silvia Treichelt 

July 1 

Joseph & Patricia Reitz 

July 7 

Todd & Brooke Farrington 

July 7 

Jim & Sharon Halvorson 

July 25 

 

Serinity Ferguson 

July 7 

Tymothy Althaus 

July 6 

Howard Dobler 

July 12 

Kevin Tarabini 

July 12 

Jeff Gable 

July 15 

Trinity Patchim 

July 21 

Bonnie Battey 

July 23 

Luke rockenbaugh 

July 25 

Heidi Gable 

July 27 

Carol Laituri 

July 29 

Jonathan Wilkes 

July 31 

 

Help us protect our property and better support 

our neighbors and community by supporting 

our Fence Fund. All donations are welcome and 

are fully tax deductible.  Use the QR Code above 

or contact our church treasurer for further in-

formation on how you can support us in these 

efforts. 


