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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is, and who was, and who is to 
come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8)  
 
Sometimes it is difficult to hear Jesus amidst all 
the noise of daily living. Think about it. As I 
write this Newsletter Article, I can listen to my 
two children making noise as they play. I can 
hear the ceiling fan spinning above my head. I 
can listen to my husband playing computer games in the other room. In the dis-
tance, I can hear the music of the ice cream truck entering the neighborhood. My 
home is not a silent house. It has been a long time since I have experienced true 
peace and silence. Noise is everywhere. Noise can be good, and noise can be 
harmful. Noise competes for our attention. So how do we listen to the voice of 
Jesus in our noisy world? 
 
Our congregation has been through a lot recently. We have heard the noise of 
joy recently as we celebrated Easter. Our sanctuary and community were filled 
with sounds of joy, happiness, and hope. But we have recently listened to the 
sounds of sadness and sorrow. Darrell Andelin, Elwood Jensen, and Harry Wulf 
died recently, and we will miss our dear friends. But we know with certainty 
that this will not be the last time we see them. For thanks be to God, we believe 
in the Easter Promise! Jesus is still breathing and speaking words and sounds of 
peace to us through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is still being heard in unex-
pected places through unexpected people. Sometimes the sounds around us 
cause us to be anxious, and we may feel isolated, but the words and sounds of 
the peace of Christ are ours through bread, wine, water, word, and the beloved 
community. 
 
Very soon, the sound of excitement will be heard in our sanctuary again as we 
are excited to welcome some new members to the St. John’s family! We will 
meet on May 15th and hope to schedule an official church welcome soon after. 
We also have two Confirmands who will be confirmed on June 5th, Pentecost 
Sunday.  It is a day filled with the sound of a mighty wind as the Holy Spirit 
descends upon these young people and Jesus completely changes the rest of 
their lives. So perhaps the month of May is a time for us to reflect on the sounds 
we hear and what God might be calling us to do. 
 
In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Hillcrest Summit:  What is Hillcrest Summit?  It’s the large vacant field 
on the other side of Shaddick Drive. The City of Antioch plans to rezone it as a 
“Commercial Infill Housing (CIH) Overlay District”.  Some of our members 
that are residents of Antioch may have attended the virtual meeting in March 
when these plans were discussed.  Let me know if you did.  While the city 
plans to establish objective design standards for the multi-family residential 
development that apply the “Commercial Infill Housing (CIH) Overlay Dis-
trict”, will there be adequate parking available to those residents?  If not, an 
open parking lot at St. John’s may be an inviting destination for overnight 
parking and other activities.  We have enough mischievous night traffic in the 
church parking lot as it is.  Please consider contributing to the Fencing Fund. 

Ushers, Greeters, and Counters:  Now that we are getting back into a 
routine of worshipping at church, it is time to revitalize our list of worship 
assistants in the areas of Ushers, AV booth operators, Counters and 
Greeters. We still have a need for more volunteers in these areas.  Please 
contact Brita Bleuel, Pastor Rachel, or me for more details and training. 

Endowment Committee:   The committee is in desperate need of additional members and a 
chairperson specifically.  Please contact Bill Dietz or Brita Bleuel if you can become a member 
or have any questions.  If you like to give away money for great causes, this is a simple task for you!   

Church Council:   Some of the members of the church council have been or will soon be serving longer than 
their terms allow according to the Congregational Constitution. A few weeks ago, we prayed for God to bring 
forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry.  Let us pray for more members of St. John’s to be 
led to roles of leadership on the church council.  Now is the time for future leaders to begin learning from 
the current leadership to ensure a smooth transition into the future.  Please prayerfully consider serving on 
the church council to keep the current process going and to enrich out ministry programs in the future.   

It Takes Many Hands and Hearts: I would like to add a note of recognition and appreciation for those 
who enriched our Lenten and Easter worship services -  Carol and Mike Laituri have been faithfully maintain-
ing and enhancing the atrium—they outdid themselves with the Easter decorations.  Liz and Bob Hall, along 
with the Laituris and Connie Pfahl, symbolically and artfully brought the altar to life during Holy Week and 
Easter.  Many thanks also go to the Goldstein family, Brita Bleuel, Sherrie Downie, Sharon Hayes and all those 
who set up, cleaned up and contributed an amazing buffet of food.  To Hollis Cooksey and Kevin Loftus for 
stuffing hundreds of eggs and playing Easter Bunny and to the Linman Family who stepped up to be our bal-
loon patrol.  To Pastor for a moving message of Hope and to Famang Dorley for leading the Children’s proces-
sional, the Praise Team , the Choir, musicians and Magic Jaquez for the inspiring and moving music that truly 
reflected the message that “He is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed.  Aleluljah”.  There are many hands and hearts 
involved that just step in and fill a need—with gratitude and love to all who made this time special. 

 

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 
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 Pentecost Sunday/Confirmation—June 5 

 Synod Assembly—June 2 through June 4 

 Annual Meeting—June 18 

  National Night Out—August 2 

 God’s Work Our Hands—September 11 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

The Season of Easter.  Not just a day or an hour, but a season.  What are you doing for the season of Easter.  

Is it like spring cleaning season—do we think of all those things in our lives that we aren’t doing well, and, 

well, clean them out and start over in a positive direction?  Or is it more like baseball season, where we look 

to start fresh and work together as a team for ultimate victory?  Or maybe it’s more like wedding season, 

where we commit to one another and start a new journey together.  Well, Easter season is all those things, it 

is our opportunity to be made clean by the blood of Christ, to work together to bring other’s into His victory 

and it is, as it always  has been, a journey that we do not take as individuals but as a family of faith.  Easter 

season is in full bloom, swing and party—come and celebrate with us! 

Here are some highlights from our March meeting: 

• The Fence Fund project is moving into priority stage.  The Council is working through the permits and 

needed discussions to get to a point where we can retain a contractor to start the project.  But, we need 

your help.  As we have mentioned, the Council has committed $25,000 from our building for the future 

fund to match what our Congregation donates.  But more than just funds, we need someone to help us 

spearhead some fundraising opportunities—both internally and within our community.  Can you throw 

a party?  Sell raffle tickets? Then this is the job for you. 

• We need project coordinators for God’s Work Our Hands and National Night Out.  Both projects are 

just about  planning and implementing.  They are short term commitments that allow you to support 

God’s work in our community but not commit to a fulltime leadership position.  Does that sound like 

something you can do?   Just reach out to a Council member and we will give you more details. 

• Thank you to Mike Laituri who has been working with landscapers to clean up our property in advance 

of Easter Services.  Everything is looking clean and alive again.  (Check out the first paragraph to see a 

running theme “clean and alive” - smiles).  As part of our ongoing efforts to have our outside facility 

match the warmth of our inside facility, the Council has voted to take our gardening budget back to pre-

pandemic levels to allow for the continued maintenance of all the hard work that has been completed. 

• As mentioned in the President’s Comments on page two, if new volunteers are not found to take leader-

ship positions on the Council, we will being ask the Congregation to pass a resolution extending the 

term limit to  allow those who are still willing to serve to do so.  This is not something the founding 

members of St. John’s wanted to happen— term limits are in place to allow for change and new voices.  

Do you want to be that change?  That new voice?  (Again see first paragraph above about change in the 

Easter season).  To put into perspective, the Executive Committee has been serving together since 2016  

(six years) - during that time they have seen us through the loss of our Pastor, the fire in the administra-

tive building, and a pandemic.  In addition, Mission & Outreach and AV/Technology, will both be start-

ing their second consecutive term.  All these members are willing to continue to give of their time—but 

is that the right answer?  Or is the answer You!  Note that we also have several positions that aren’t 

filled, and haven’t been for  going on two years:  Fellowship, Congregational Care, Children/Family and 

Youth. 

With hopeful prayers that God continues to encourage and guide us, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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Murphy’s Message to the Kids 

We are having such a wonderful time 
learning about Jesus and there is so much 
more to come.  Since my message last 
month, we have taken our journey to the 
Cross, following Jesus as He gave His life 
so that we can be forgiven!  Wow!  We also 
celebrated Easter –what a great job that all 
of you did in the Easter morning proces-
sional!  He is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  
Aleluljah!  And now, we are learning that 
many things happened after Easter Sun-
day—and we are a part of all of them as we 
are made new in Christ and we want to cel-
ebrate that by sharing his love with others!  
I can’t wait … let’s take a walk (I love walks) 
and go spread the word of Jesus’ love to eve-
ryone!  You wanna come with me? 

Murphy  
 

May the Force be With You 

Were you here on the Sunday that we made our light sabers (you know, 

those things from the move, Star Wars).  This was actually an object les-

son for our children.  In and of itself, the light sabre is merely a metal 

cylinder, it needs a power from inside of the person holding it to make 

the power shine.  The “force” is that energy we all have inside of us—it 

can be dark or it can be light-depending on how we are changed  from 

the inside out.  With Christ, we are changed to shine a bright light, a pos-

itive,  reflective light that allows others to see our faith in action and want 

to feel that same feeling, that same force, that comes from knowing that 

Christ loves you.  There is a song written by Chris Tomlin, called 

“Resurrection Power” (if you don’t know it, check it out on YouTube) … 

the lyrics go:  “cause I have “resurrection power” living on the inside, no 

longer bound by sin and darkness … living in the light of Your good-

ness” - that is the force that shines our light … we have Resurrection 

Power!  So, let your light shine and May the Force be With you! 

We are beginning prepara-
tions for Vacation Bible 
School—would you be will-
ing to help?  We would love 
for you to give us your feed-
back on what you would like 
to see for our summer cur-
riculum: 

 Would you prefer VBS 
to be part of our regular 
Sunday morning routine 
or separately? 

 If separately, would you 
like it to be a traditional 
five day program or a 
shorter version? 

 Would you be willing to 
assist with VBS and, if 
so, in what capacity? 

We would love to hear your 
feedback.  Drop us an email 
or just chat with any of the 
Sunday School teachers and 
let us know your thoughts. 

Our current curriculum will 
continue through the first 
Sunday in June, after that 
we will go into Summer les-
sons—more details to come. 

Your Sunday School Team 

PARENTS  

corner 

Our thanks to all of the children 

(and parents) who have been 

sending donations for our 

“whale” bank.  Although our 

whale bank is a sea creature, we 

are saving up to purchase an ani-

mal from Heifer International.  

When we have reached our goal, 

the children will get to learn how 

to help those who are far away 

and in need as part of our disci-

pleship as followers of Christ. 

Every Sunday we do crafts and welcome at 9:30 a.m.; Sunday School lessons at 

10:00 a.m. and we join Pastor for children’s Worship after prayers of the peo-

ple.  On the 2nd and 4th Sundays the Praise Team leads the children in songs 

and joyful praise. 
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The church is strong when it prays together.  The world is strong when it stands together 
in peace.  We pray for those who are suffering from war—those who have lost loved ones 
or suffered injuries; those who have lost homes or are struggling to find comfort far from 
their homeland.  We offer prayers for all countries who are in the midst of these horrors 
and ask for your guidance in the hearts of those who can offer words of comfort or direc-
tion for peace. 

Asking that you bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or de-
feated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh 
those who labor under the weight of pain or sickness especially:  

Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation (especially); Bonnie Battey, Jim Beck-

er, Jan & Don Buenting, Sandy Cates, Sue Cochran, Judy Haye-Coll, Bobbie Crossland, Bill Dalke, , Dar-

lene Heath, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Keith Knapp, Marge Koehler, Kingston McFarland, Thalia 

Massoni, Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim Person, Barbara Reddick, Bill Simpson (Brother of Mari-

lyn Norman), Kermit Sveen, Irene Swann, Bob whitlow, Gary Wilson, Diane Wulf and the families and 

friends who mourn Darrell Andelin, Ron DeVera, Elwood Jensen, Rev. Jerry Schmalenberger, Roland 

Viaan and Harry Wulf. Set people in their path who can provide the care they need, and wipe away every 

tear from their eyes.  

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

A WORLD IN NEED 

Did you know that our own Sierra Pacific Synod offers ongoing opportunities to pray on livestream 

with our Bishop.  Every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.: 

 

There is also a book club with themes designed to support and provide hope.  The most recent offering 

was center on “Trauma, Healing and Hope” - we may have missed it, but don’t miss out on June’s of-

fering, stay connected by going to our Synod website for more synod-wide events:  https://

www.spselca.net/upcoming-synod-wide-events  

If you miss something see “Past Events/Programs” for recorded offerings. 
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PLEASE JOIN US 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings 
Traditional Service 1st & 3rd 

Contemporary Service 2nd & 4th 
Blended Service 5th Sunday 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

(crafts and welcome 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Join us for Fellowship directly 
after Worship 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Mr. &  Mrs. Peter Norlander 

May 3 

Barry and Sharon Sterud 

May 10 

Bob & Julie Commins 

May 14 

Samantha Semovoski 

May 4 

Irene Swann 

May 4 

Rose Dias 

May 6 

Kirby Hayes 

May 6 

Ruth Dobler 

May 10 

Steve Ramirez 

May 12 

Pat Person 

May 13 

Brian Santos 

May 15 

Madison Bahr 

May 20 

Chuck Keller 

May 24 

Anthony York 

May 29 

 

Help us protect our property and better support 

our neighbors and community by supporting 

our Fence Fund. All donations are welcome and 

are fully tax deductible.  Use the QR Code above 

or contact our church treasurer for further in-

formation on how you can support us in these 

efforts. 


