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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

He Is Risen!  He Is Risen Indeed, Alleluia! 

There’s a way of talking about Easter 
that makes it sound a bit like a surprise 
happy ending that brings a scary and 
suspenseful storyline to its resolution. 
On one level that’s true: Easter is a day 
of joy! Death is defeated! This is the 
feast of victory of our God. 

But if we think of Easter only as the final chapter in God’s story of 
salvation, we may leave Easter Sunday worship the same way we 
leave a movie theater after a satisfying film.  We take a deep 
breath, we let out a sigh and say, “Well, that was great,” and then 
we go back to our everyday lives. We go back to our grief. We go 
back to our fear about the future. We go back to a world where evil 
still seems to win. 

But Easter is not simply a day.  Easter is not a momentary inter-
ruption in the general order of things, a temporary reprieve from 
the heaviness of death. The resurrection of Jesus Christ opens up a 
whole new way of living! 

“But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not 
believe them,” Luke (24:11) writes. But don’t worry if it takes time 
for the full magnitude of the empty tomb to settle in. Like the 
apostles upon hearing the women’s news, we can scarcely imagine 
what it means for us that God’s love is stronger than death, and 
that every aspect of our life together is changed by this good news. 
That’s why as a church we embark on a fifty day’s journey into the 
wilderness, and do not resort to but a single morning of celebra-
tion. 

Easter is so much more than a happy ending.  Easter is a new be-
ginning. Alleluia! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Council President’s Comments, April 2022 

 

Ushers, Greeters, and Counters:  Now  that w e are getting 
back into a routine of worshipping at church, it is time to revitalize 
our list of worship assistants in the areas of Ushers, AV booth oper-
ators, Counters and Greeters. W e still have a need for  m ore 
volunteers in these areas.  Please contact Brita Bleuel, Pastor Rachel, 
or me for more details and training. 

 

Endowment Committee:  The committee is in desperate 
need of additional members and a chairperson specifically.  
Please contact Bill Dietz or Brita Bleuel if you can become a 
member or have any questions.  If you like to give aw ay 
money for great causes, this is a simple task for you!   

 

Church Council: Last Sunday, w e prayed for  new  things to 
happen in the church.  We prayed for God to bring forward leaders 
who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry.  Let us pray for more mem-
bers of St. John’s to be led to roles of leadership on the church council.  
Now is the time for future leaders to begin learning from the current 
leadership to ensure smooth transitions.   

 

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 
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March was Women’s History 
Month.  The Bible reflects on many 
strong and compassionate women 
who were the cornerstone of Jesus’ 
ministry.  In modern history, many 
women, including Martin Luther’s 
wife, Katie,  have paved the way for 
women to serve faithfully in his 
name. 

The ELCA has supported women in 
ministry since 1970.  To this day, 
Women’s organizations continue to 
support the ELCA and our own Si-
erra Pacific Synod under the pur-
pose statement:   

“As a community of women created in 
the image of God, called to discipleship 
in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to 
grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support 
one another in our callings, engage in 
ministry and action, and promote heal-
ing and wholeness in the church, the 
society, and the world.”  

We pray for the many women who 
have served tirelessly in humble 
service  and bravely carved a path 
for women to preach, teach and 
serve.  May their efforts continue to 
be a beacon of light for those young 
girls who begin their walk of faith. 

[need article] 

Empty Tomb—Filled Hearts 

We invite you to join us on Easter Sunday, April 17, as we 
rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ! 

St. John’s embraces all who seek to know the love of a sav-
ior.  Invite your friends, families and neighbors to join us 
on this most glorious of days. 

We will have special music (including our chime team and 
tympani drums), the processional of the cross and the re-
sounding sound of “He is Risen” lifted to the rafters! 

9:00 a.m.—Breakfast 
10:00 a.m.—Worship Service 
11:30 a.m.—Egg Hunt 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

Recently Pastor was talking to us about what Easter service would look like.  It was such 
an uplifting moment to be preparing for breakfast, egg hunts, standing together and 
shouting “He is Risen”!  Thinking of St. John’s coming out of the pandemic is like com-
ing out of the wilderness into the light of a new dawn.  A dawn that reminds us that we 
cannot take our ability to worship in person for granted, that we should never pass up an 
opportunity to see (or make) someone smile and we must be grateful for God’s hand in 
guiding us safely through this time and into the moment where we stand together with 
one another, voices singing, musicians playing and hearts rejoicing that He is Risen In-
deed! 

Here are some highlights from our March meeting: 

 Some important dates to keep in mind:   

 Pentecost Sunday/Confirmation—June 5 

 Synod Assembly—June 2 through June 4 

 Annual Meeting—June 18 

  National Night Out—August 2 

 God’s Work Our Hands—September 11 

 We continue to work on behind the scenes requirements to move forward with our 
fence project.  It is moving forward and we appreciate all who are giving.  Our next 
giving opportunity will be Easter Sunday—a free will offering will be taken during 
breakfast to continue our fundraising efforts.  If you would like more details on 
where we stand, please reach out to Bill Dietz or Mike Laituri. 

 We need project coordinators for God’s Work Our Hands and National Night Out.  
Both projects are just about  planning and implementing.  They are short term com-
mitments that allow you to support God’s work in our community but not commit to 
a fulltime leadership position.  Does that sound like something you can do?   Just 
reach out to a Council member and we will give you more details. 

 We continue to work on ways to improve our Zoom service.  We are currently test-
ing out remote hosting with Jim Person and a new conference speaker that is cen-
trally located for both the pulpit and the choir/praise team area.   

 In the President’s Comments on page 2, in our prayers, we continually seek mem-
bers who are willing to serve in a leadership position—Churches inevitably survive 
because of those who step up to manage the “needs”  We don’t really know who 
caught the fish, walked ahead to find a room, or even who cleaned the robes as Je-
sus made his way through the cities—but those persons were the first to serve Christ 
in a leadership role.  The Word has always needed volunteers to keep it alive—and it 
still does.  Can you help? 

With hopeful prayers that God continues to encourage and guide us, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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Thank you to Jim Person for 
taking on Zoom hosting du-
ties.  We are hopeful that as 
we test out, what we loving 
refer to as “Zoom-istry”, 
that we will be able to share 
the power point slides so 
that Zoom attendees can 
read and sing along but also 
to allow for managing of the 
muting function and to 
guide the before and after 
fellowship.  Thank you, Jim 
for your willingness to help. 
It is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you to all our new 
volunteers on Altar Guild 
and Audio Visual—what 
wonderful hearts of service 
you have.  We greatly appre-
ciate you serving and shar-
ing your time.  A special 
shout out to Liz Hall for tak-
ing on the leadership of Al-
tar Guild and all the small 
details that she helps us 
keep track of! 

Thank you to Marietta 
Poldrack for her generous 
donation of our month- long 
advertising and Easter no-
tice in the Brentwood Press!  
We are so excited to see the 
results. 

Thank you to the Linman 
and Goldstein families for 
signing up to help with our 
Easter festivities. 

And to all the others who 
tirelessly work in front and 
behind the scenes—you are 
appreciated! 



Murphy’s Message to the Kids 
Hi kids!  It’s me Murphy!  I am so excited that 
Easter is coming.  Aren’t you?  I know that we 
get kind of lost in the bunnies, candy and egg 
hunts—but I am excited because Jesus Loves 
Me! 

We have been preparing to celebrate Easter by 
taking our journey to the cross.  So, don’t forget 
on Palm Sunday we will see what is in the last of 
our nesting eggs and Pastor will tell us what 
mysteries are revealed on Easter morning … 
clue, what is the word when you open some-
thing and there is nothing in it?  Hummmm … 
let’s find out together! 

Murphy  
 

The Easter Egg 
Do you know why the egg represents Easter.  The 
egg is a symbol of the Resurrection—the time when the tomb was found empty 
and Jesus was alive again.    As a chick breaks through an egg –into life—it leaves 
behind the empty shell.  Just as Jesus left behind the empty tomb when  He arose 
into new life.   

As we work on coloring our Easter eggs this year, we should color one egg red.  
Do you know why?  Back when eggs were first used to represent the Resurrection 
they were painted red to represent the blood of Jesus.  The painting of pastel col-
ored eggs came as people connected Easter to nature’s new birth in the spring. 

“Birth” is defined as the start of “life”— as we celebrate, may we remember that 
as Jesus rose from the tomb He brought to all humanity the start of new life 
through grace! 

 

Don’t Forget to Practice: Jesus Loves Me 
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells  me so 

Little Ones to He belong, they are weak but He is strong 
Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus Loves me 

The Bible tells me so 
Jesus loves me He who died heavens gate to open wide  

He will wash away my sin, let His little child come in 
Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus Loves me 

The Bible tells me so 

We hope that you and your 
children are enjoying our 
new Sunday School format.  
The teachers and assistants 
are excited to share the sto-
ries of Jesus with the chil-
dren and see their joy as 
they join together for crafts, 
stories and worship time.  
But we would love to hear 
what you think?  Let us 
know so that we can make 
sure that all feel comforta-
ble. 

Coming into the summer 
months we are starting to 
think of what vacation Bible 
school might look like.  We 
would love to use this as an 
outreach to families in our 
area.  Again we look to all of 
you to share some ideas on 
what timing might look like 
and what might be the best 
way to introduce our little 
church to the community. 

Don’t forget to check out 
our Family Ministry page on 
the Church website for 
weekly lessons and updates. 

Your Sunday School Team 

PARENTS  

CORNER 

As a reminder, we are taking 
small offerings from the children 
to teach both the gift of “giving” 
and to allow them to see their 
“gifts” help others.  Starting in 
May we sill be tracking our pro-
gress to purchasing a gift through 
Heifer International to help those 
in need to be able to harvest the 
eggs and feed their families.  As 
you are able, please help your 
children to bring a small gift for 
our whale bank. 

Every Sunday we do crafts and welcome at 9:30 a.m.; Sunday School lessons at 10:00 a.m. and we join Pastor for children’s Worship after 
prayers of the people.  On the 2nd and 4th Sundays the Praise Team leads the children in songs and joyful praise. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Notary Services 

I am a notary public and will pro-
vide notary services for our mem-
bers free of charge.  

If you need notary services, please 
call or text me at (925) 864-0159. I 
can bring my notary supplies to 
church on Sunday mornings or 
you can come to my home in Trilo-
gy in Brentwood. For those who 
are home bound, I will come to 
you.  

Thank you, Peggy Herzog-Mills  

Mask Mandate Reminders 

April 10—fresh treats to be served 
(if you would like to volunteer 
reach out to church office) 

April  17—Easter breakfast will be 
served. 

As we move forward from the 
depth of the pandemic,  we ask all 
to be respectful of the choices peo-
ple make to wear or not wear 
masks.  Health and comfort is an 
individual decision.  As a family of 
faith we embody empathy for all. 

It is our anticipation that we will 
be able to fully remove our masks 
as of Easter Sunday, April 17—but 
we encourage all to continue to be 
cautious, minimize close contact, 
and stay home if you are sick . 

Lutheran World Relief 

With prayers of thanksgiving to all 
who donated to support those af-
fected by the war in Ukraine.  We 
were able to exceed our goal and 
send over $750 to Lutheran World 
Relief to aide in their humanitarian 
efforts. 



We offer prayers to those who died in the shootings in Sacramento and San Francisco this first weekend in April and 
for all those who have been affected by mass shootings and gun violence.  May those who mourn find comfort and 
may the power of the Cross, the love Christ, work in the hearts of all to end  the violence. 

The church is strong when it prays together.  The world is strong when it stands together in peace.  
We pray for those who are suffering from war—those who have lost loved ones or suffered injuries; 
those who have lost homes or are struggling to find comfort far from their homeland.  We offer 
prayers for all countries who are in the midst of these horrors and ask for your guidance in the 
hearts of those who can offer words of comfort or direction for peace. 

Asking that you bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accom-
pany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the 
weight of pain or sickness especially:  

For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany those who feel abandoned or be-
trayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, and embrace those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who 
are ill (especially): Bonnie Battey, Jim Becker, Jan & Don Buenting, Sandy Cates, Sue Cochran, Judy Haye-Coll, 
Bobbie Crossland, Bill Dalke, Ron DeVera, Darlene Heath, Elwood Jensen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Keith 
Knapp, Marge Koehler, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim Person, Barbara 
Reddick, Bill Simpson (Brother of Marilyn Norman), Kermit Sveen, Irene Swann and Harry & Diane Wulf.  

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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PLEASE JOIN US 



To make a donation to support St. 
John’s and its many ministries 
download a QR Code app on your 
cell phone; fill out your personal 
and banking information (one 
time only); scan the above code 
and choose the ministry you wish 
to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 
and support St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings 
Traditional Service 1st & 3rd 

Contemporary Service 2nd & 4th 
Blended Service 5th Sunday 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

(crafts and welcome 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Join us for Fellowship directly 
after Worship 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Frank & Peggy Bonthron 

April 1 

Moacir Santos & Cynthia Nizar 

April 3 

Bob & Liz Hall 

April 16 

Hal & Marilyn Norman 

April 30 

Frank Bonthron 

April 1 

Shana Andelin 

April 5 

Peter Norlander 

April 9 

Jim Halvorson 

April 10 

Eloise Enger 

April 13 

Ayla Farrington 

April 17 

Jamie Slinde 

April 17 

Sherrie Downie 

April 18 

Diana Nunnenkamp 

April 19 

William Dietz 

April 25 

Krista Eddy 

April 26 

James Linman, Sr. 

April 28 

Gary Freedman 

April 29 

 


