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The Faithful Times 

PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 
 

As we prepare to transition out of 

the Epiphany season, we ask God to open 

our hearts, and our minds.  For the flesh 

may be weak, but here at St. John’s our 

spirits are mighty! 

In the month of February, we are 

reminded of the words Paul tells us in 

First Corinthians 13 “Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not   

envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor oth-

ers, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no rec-

ord of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always per-

severes…Love never fails.”  

For Sunday school, our youth have embarked on a journey 

to discover what this passage of love means.  Through our Spark 

lectionary curriculum and some help from new puppet friends, we 

all get to receive a new “love” message each week during our   

Children Sermon time.  Our Morning Bible Study group also   

continues to study First Corinthians.  We meet every Wednesday 

from 9AM – 10AM on Zoom.  The ladies Bible Study is also   

meeting in-person on Monday’s from 11AM – Noon.  We are   

studying the Book of Genesis.  Please for everyone’s safety come 

wearing a mask. 

Our Lenten season will officially begin on Ash Wednesday.  

This service will be held at church on Wednesday, March 2nd at 

7PM.  We plan on administering ashes in a “covid safe way,”    

similar to our current communion practice.  The service will also 

be  accessible on Zoom.  

We have much to be thankful for at St. John’s.  So stay 

tuned for more events to come! 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 

 

 

INSIDE  

THE FAITHFUL TIMES 

Pastor Rachel .................. 1 

President’s Comments ..... 2 

Council Corner ................ 3 

We Pray For .................... 5 

Children’s Ministry ......... 6 

Ministry Announcements 7 

Celebrations .................... 9 

 



PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Council President’s Comments, February 2022 

 

Gates and Fencing:  I w ent to the County Clerk ’s Office and 
located some documents depicting the easement that runs along our 
western parking lot and into the parking lot of La Petite Academy. 
This may cause some problems for our original plans. We hope to be 
able to place a gate at the entrance to that parking lot at Shaddick 
and at the property line between our parking lot and La Petite’s 
parking lot. If this cannot be done due to the easement, then we will 
continue to have trash and vandalism in that western parking area.  

 

I also spoke to the director of the La Petite Academy and told her of our intensions to install a 
perimeter fence and gates.  She mentioned that each La Petite Academy is not independently 
owned, but they are rather leased from a large corporation.  So, we would have to direct our 
concerns about property lines and easements with that corporation.  Does anyone know of a 
good lawyer that handles property easements? 

 

Water Leak:  As m any of you know , THE LEAK IS FIXED!  W e w ould like to see 
if we could once again reconnect the water line that goes to the sink in the Sacristy.  Let me 
know if you know of a quality plumber that is inexpensive. One company previously discon-
nected that water line thinking the leak was coming from there.  

 

Endowment Committee:  The com m ittee has met a num ber  of times in the last 
several months.  The committee is reformatting the policies and procedure to make them eas-
ier to understand and in compliance with St. John’s constitution. The next meeting is sched-
uled for February 2nd.  The committee is in desperate need of additional members and a 
chairperson specifically.  Please contact Bill Dietz or Brita Bleuel if you would 
like to become a member or have any questions.  If you like to give away money 
for great causes, this is a simple task for you! 

 

Worship Services:  Contra Costa ’s indoor-masking order  will stay in place until 
the county meets criteria for lifting the local mandate. To see the County’s progress for meet-
ing those criteria, visit Indoor Mask Mandate Dashboard. If you feel sick, (sore throat, runny 
nose, fever, aches, muscle pain,) please take care of yourself at home and do not come to 
church.  Since we cannot verify that all who attend our worship services are vaccinated, we 
will continue to practice all our safety steps and cleaning, including wearing 
face coverings inside the building.   For  som e, w orshipping via Zoom  m ay still 
be the safest means by which to participate.   

 

Altar Guild, Ushers, Greeters:  Now that we are getting back into a routine of 
worshipping at church, it is time to revitalize our Altar Guild, Ushers, AV booth operators, 
and Greeters. Please contact Brita Bleuel, Pastor Rachel, or me for more details and training. 

 

Building Security:  W hen you are the last to leave the building, PLEASE ensure 
by double checking that ALL lights are off, doors are locked, and alarm is set. 

 

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 
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https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/mask-dashboard


At this time of hearts and candy, it is important for us to reflect – as our kids are during their 

worship message – that love, as described by God’s word, is not merely a feeling or emotion, 

but it is an action – a personal decision to choose goodness on behalf of another, to rely on 

faith and hope … to be humble, forgiving, patient, generous, and kind.  It is our hope as your 

Council that St. John’s reflects an action to be kind to all persons and to act on behalf of one 

another.  Let your light shine in the darkness, allowing all to be led to the loving embrace of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

A snapshot of our January Council meeting: 

 

Bonnie Battey.  The Council voted to move forward with a presentation on January 30 from 

Bonnie introducing the book she wrote on spiritual nursing.  We hope all are available to sup-

port Bonnie. 

 

Upcoming Holy Events.  Please mark your calendar for the following:  

Ash Wednesday – March 2 

Palm Sunday – April 10 

Maundy Thursday – April 14 

Good Friday – April 15 

Easter Sunday – April 17 

 

Final Steps for Fully Reopening Administrative Building.  We are in the final stages of com-

pleting the reopening of the administrative building.  These final steps include moving our 

Server from the nursery to the Server room, evaluating the last of our needs before submitting 

the final insurance paperwork, and fixing our phone system.  We are setting a soft date of April 

1 to have the items completed and the administrative building fully functional. 

 

Water Leak.  Our deepest thanks to our entire team who helped with the water leak repairs.  

It looks like everything is fixed!  We know that there were many hands and hearts who partici-

pated in big and small ways on this project and we extend our gratitude to all. 

 

Fencing.  We are working on behind the scenes administrative tasks to get us ready to move 

forward with our property fencing.  This is a vital part of our long term goals of making our fa-

cility a safe and inviting place for our community.  If you are unaware of what we are planning 

or how you can help, please reach out to any Council member.   

 

President: Bill Dietz 
Treasurer: Sherrie Downie 
Secretary: Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family: Sharon Hayes 
Communication: Audra Tarabini (non-voting) 
Congregational Care: Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship: Vacant 
Mission & Outreach: Bob Grimes 
Property: Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music: Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

Continued on page 4 



One thing we can all do is to continue to support the growth of our fending fund.  We are not 

relying strictly on giving but are looking at ways to crowd source, checking on availability of 

Synod and Thrivent grants and loans and to investigate potential community resources.  But, 

the heart of our project is all of us who love St. John’s! As you are able, add a bit to your giving 

to support this important project.  We are currently at $4,400.  Remember, the Council has 

designated monies to match our donations up to $25,000.  So every little bit gets us closer to 

the end goal! 

 

Yearly Exemptions/Facility Agreements/Reporting.  The Council voted to move forward with 

our yearly Welfare Exemption and Synod Reporting requirements.  In addition, we have ex-

tended all Facility Agreements with our Ministry Partners as is through June 30, 2022. 

 

Covid 19 Response.  God’s timing was, as it always is, perfect on this discussion.  At our meet-

ing, we discussed what our reporting requirements are, notification language and back-up 

plans should we need to close the sanctuary due to a positive test in our Congregation.  As we 

know, on Sunday, January 23 we needed to close our sanctuary.  We are grateful for the for-

ward thinking of our Council to have policies in place that allowed us to move quickly and min-

imize risk to our congregation.  Full policies and procedures will be approved in February and 

posted on our internal website. 

 

Thank you for being wonderful partners in our ministries.  We do all for the grace and glory of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Your Church Council 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER (continued) 

A NOTE OF THANKS 

O 
ur thanks to the Sierra Pacific Synod on the gift of our chimes and to Good      

Shepherd Lutheran Church on the gift of our timpani drums. 

 

What a wonderful opportunity we have to expand our  

music ministry at St. John’s.  As a reminder, our musical director, 

Magic Jaquez, is looking for persons who wish to join our musicians 

in learning how to play the chimes.   

 

No experience or special talent required – just a desire to make a joyful noise unto the Lord!  

See Magic or contact the church office if you wish to know more! 
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You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeat-

ed. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Re-

fresh those who labor under the weight of pain or sickness especially:  

 

Chris Adamson (Grandson of Joe & Pat Reitz), Bonnie Battey, Jan & Don Buenting, Sue 

Cochran, Judy Haye-Coll, Bill Dalke, Gary Freedman; Mark Goldstein, Elwood Jensen, Judie 

Jensen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Keith Knapp, Marge Koehler, Kingston McFarland, Tha-

lia Massoni, Larry & Carol Meints (Brother & Sister-in-Law of Dee Goldstein), Marilyn Nor-

man, Helen Person, Jim Person, Bishop Ernest Pontiflet (Brother of Darlene Heath), Barbara 

Reddick, Paula Rowe (Sister of Mary Soliz), Manny & Mary Soliz, Kermit Sveen, Irene Swann, 

Harry & Diane Wulf, and those who mourn. 

 

For those serving in the military:  

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan 

Eickmann Wright. 

 

We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the strug-

gling and the worried; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a 

place where they fit. May words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill 

their hearts and encourage their journey into the embrace of your love. 

WE PRAY FOR 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

We are working toward moving to a seasonal bouquet of quality silk plants and flowers to be 

used during our Sunday morning worship service.  Making this move allows us to provide a 

more allergen-friendly, financially sound, yet beautiful alternative to live flowers.  We know 

that many of you enjoy the opportunity to purchase live flowers in honor of a special event or in 

memorial.  All will still have the opportunity to do so as they like.  Simply reach out to the 

church office and let Joann or Sherrie know that you will be donating flowers and on which 

date and we will make mention of the reason for the floral gift in our ministry announcements.  

In order to ensure that notification is made, we would appreciate one to two weeks-notice in 

advance of your gift.   

BE A PART OF THE MOVEMENT 

Our ministries are growing!  Thank you to all who have stepped up to serve as we continue to 

take those steps to being fully open and active.  Special kudos to our new Altar Guild Team!  Go 

Team Altar! And our new Sunday School Team!  Go Team Sunday School! 

 

Do you want to be part of a ministry team … we are actively seeking support for our AV Booth 

and Ushers!  Don’t miss out on the fun!  Be part of the growing ministry team at St. John’s! 



Murphy’s Message to the Kids 

Sunday School is off to a paws-itively wonderful 
start.  I am so excited to be out of the toy box and 
part of St. John’s Sunday School. Over the last 
couple of weeks I have had a chance to meet 
many of you and I am looking forward to meeting 
all the rest of you … and your friends … and their 
friends … and, well, I look forward to meeting all 
of God’s children out in our corner of His King-
dom! 

We have learned so much already: how to be pa-
tient, how to be kind … how wonderful Love Is … 
to share with one another.  How have you shared God’s love recently?  I 
know that just the other Sunday  my friend, Skippy the Dolphin, showed 
me such great love by filling in for me on our Zoom Worship Service.  
Skippy did such a great job and he also checked in to make sure that I was 
feeling well and to see if I needed anything.  It was like getting a great big 
hug in my text messages! 

Were you at worship when we learned Father Abraham?  What fun!  I am 
sorry I missed that one, but I am not sure if I could lift all my paws and 
turn around.  That sounds trickly.  I can’t wait for the next song we learn 
with the Praise Team! 

Can’t wait to see you at Sunday School!  Oh, and don’t forget to come find 
me … I don’t want to miss hearing the stories of Je-
sus!  Remember 10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings—in the 
Fellowship Hall!   

Murphy  
All Are Welcome 

In Romans we are reminded to “welcome one another, therefore, just as 

Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God!”   

St. John’s has always loudly proclaimed that “All are Welcome in this 

place”.  This is such an important message for our children as they learn 

to grow as loving children of God.  We encourage our Sunday School stu-

dents to invite their friends and family to be part of our adventures and, 

especially, to reach out to those who may be alone or outcast.   Sunday 

School is that community where diversity is celebrated and  people of all 

backgrounds, abilities and appearances are welcome.  As we look toward 

our semesters ahead, we will be renewing and reviewing St. John’s mis-

sion statement and helping our children be bold in their acceptance of one 

another and the humanity around them. 

Spread the word … God is in this place … won’t you be too? 

PARENTS:  WE WANT TO 
BRING BACK SOME OF 
THE THINGS WE RE-
MEMBER FROM WHEN 
WE WERE KIDS, IN-
CLUDING OUR GIVING 
BANK. AS YOU ARE 
ABLE, PLEASE GIVE 
YOUR CHILDREN SOME 
COINS — OR ENCOUR-
AGE THEM TO BRING 
THEIR OWN COINS – TO 
GIVE TO THE GIVING 
BANK.  GIFTS WILL GO 
TOWARD A NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION THE 
KIDS WILL CHOOSE AT 
THE END OF THE 
SCHOOL YEAR! 

WE ARE EXCITED 
ABOUT OUR NEW CUR-
RICULUM AND ALL THE 
EXCITING SEASONAL 
LESSONS PASTOR HAS 
PLANNED.  IF YOU HAVE 
BEEN MISSING SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, GIVE US A 
CALL AND LET US TELL 
YOU MORE! 

 

Your Sunday School Team 
Brita Bleuel 

Eileen Blumhardt-Butler 
Danika Goldstein 

Sharon Hayes 
Carleen Jackson 

PARENTS 

cORNER 

Don’t forget—we are making 

our hearts and following along 

with “love Is ...an explora-

tion of God’s greatest gift” 

 

At the end of the series families 

will receive a free copy of the 

book to continue to share God’s 

love! 
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS 
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February 2 

February 13 
February 14 

February 12 
A Celebration of  

Health and Wellness 

Monday Morning  

Women’s In-Person Bible Study 

Time: 11:00 am -12:00 pm,  

Fellowship Hall (masks are required). 

For information contact Sharon Hayes or Pastor Rachel  

Wednesday Morning  

Zoom Bible Study  

Time: 9:-10:00 am  

zoom.us/j/95438553841? pwd=WUowMjdqOVcxSjNaMHkwZlVoOFZVUT09 

One tap mobile dial: +13126266799,,95438553841#,,,,,,0#,,373625# US  

Touchtone Dial: 1 312 626 6799, Meeting ID: 954 3855 3841#, 

Passcode: 373625# 



MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Lenten Mid-week 
Worship Services 

7:00 p.m. 
March 9 - April 13 

In-House  

and  

Zoom  
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Paul & Peggy Mills - February 16 

Harry & Diane Wulf - February 9 

CELEBRATIONS Social Media 

Remember to check your Face-

book and the St. John’s website 

regularly for updates on events 

and to access our sermon pod-

casts. 

You can also find member-

specific information on our 

internal web pages. 

See the Council Secretary for 

more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rev. Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Service: 

 
Sunday Mornings 
In-Person-10am and 

Simultaneously Zoom 
Traditional Service 1st & 3rd 

Contemporary 2nd & 4th 
Shared Blended 5th  

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
Grow in Faith—Experience Joy- 

Serve with Compassion 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen 

Ministry Congregation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a listening heart, 

contact our Church Administrator. 

Joan Dieterich 
2.20 

Patti Koehne 
2.16 

Leesieh Dorley 
2.15 

Steven Rehana 
2.27 

Meghan Durham 
2.2 

Joe Reitz 
2.2o 

Josiah Eddings 
2.3 

Lorelei Sater 
2.2 

Andrew Faust 
2.1 

Pastor Rachel 
Semovoskli 

2.12 

Kumiko Freedman 
2.16 

Dagny Hinkle 
2.13 

Liz Hall 
2.11 

Manuel Soliz 
2.4 

Peggy Herzog-Mills 
2.17 

Harry Wulf 
2.14 

Tom Koehne 
2.11 

 


