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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

 
All month long we watch and wait with 
great anticipation of the coming of God’s 
Son Jesus Christ.  And we sing with the 
heavenly angels Isaiah’s prophetic an-
nouncement: “For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given; and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder; and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counse-
lor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Fa-
ther, The Prince of Peace.”   
 
Our church is bustling with activity this December!  Three of our 
youth will receive their First Holy Communion.  We will be enliven 
with the Christmas spirit on December 11th when the Delta Strummers 
perform at our church.  We hope you can join us!  During worship 
throughout our Advent season, our youth will be reading through the 
Christmas story and adding another piece to their nativity scene.  We 
also invite all families on December 19th for a special service, filled 
with Christmas music, bells, and balloons.   
 
We continue to offer two Bible studies for spiritual growth and con-
necting in fellowship.  On Wednesday mornings join us on Zoom from 
9 to 10AM.  Currently, we are finishing the Gospel of John.  On Mon-
days, our ladies group meets in the church Fellowship hall from 11 –
Noon.  We have started at the beginning with the Book of Genesis.  
We also have a special 4-Week Advent Zoom study every Wednesday 
evening at 6:30PM.   
 
Just like Mary and Joseph probably felt alone, having to delivering a 
child in a stable, we understand that Christmas for various reasons can 
be a difficult time for some.  But like that star that guided all those to 
God’s Son, we pray that the light of Jesus’ birth fills you up, warms 
your heart, and embraces you to know that God Is With Us.   
 

Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Gates and Fencing: Just this past W ednesday, our  cam eras 
captured the images of a man that walked onto the campus and brief-
ly rested next to the shed. That’s all fine and dandy, but why did he 
have to through an object at one of the doors to Fellowship Hall and 
break a pane of glass in it? I believe a fence would help deter this 
from happening.  

 

Water Leak: I found the leak. After  Subtronics located a 9 
square foot area on the east side of the Sanctuary, I started digging 
and cutting massive amounts of tree roots. After locating 4 PVC pipe 
crisscrossing each other, I noticed one had a compression coupling. 
Even with the water turned off at the street, residual water in the line 
and the looseness of the coupling caused water to continually leak from that pipe.  I was able to 
tighten the coupling a bit more. This has stopped the residual water from leaking out of the pipe.  
But when the main water line is turned one, the coupling continues to leak. 

I had American Plumbing Company come out to give us an estimate to replace the coupling. Since 
most of the work would involve digging and cutting more tree root, they want just under $3000 to 
do the job.  

 

Worship Services: You w ill soon learn that Contra Costa County w ill be easing its re-
strictions on mandatory face coverings for indoors gatherings. HOWEVER, this requires organiza-
tions such as churches to still ensure: 

No more than 100 persons be present and the group gathers on a regular basis 

Organizer verifies that ALL persons present are fully vaccinated with a COVID-19 vaccine 

Organizer can control access to the space and not have it open to the general public 

Organizer maintains a list of the individuals present 

Organizer posts signage prohibiting entry by persons who have a cough, fever, or other symp-
toms that could be consistent with COVID-19 

None of the persons present has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, is awaiting results of a 
COVID-19 test, or had a known exposure to a person infected with COVID-19 virus within 
the last 14 days. 

 

There are also some exceptions for performers and public speakers so they do not have to wear face 
coverings, but once again the organization must still ensure: 

Organizer has verified that all persons at the event are fully vaccinated with a COVID-19 vac-
cine, except for children under 12 years of age 

Performer is at least six feet away from all other persons at the event other than performers, 
and maintains as much distance from other performers as possible 

Public speaker is at least six feet away from all other persons at the event. 

 

Since we cannot verify that all who attend our worship services are vaccinated, we will continue to 
practice all our safety steps and cleaning, including wearing face coverings inside the 
building. 

For some, worshipping via Zoom may still be the safest means by which to participate.   

 

In His service, 
Bill Dietz  
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

As we look to this season of hopeful preparation, your Church Council wishes you a joyous and loving cel-

ebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We are encouraged and excited to see more and more 

familiar faces attending onsite worship each Sunday.  As a reminder, the Council continues to look at best 

options (like remaining masked) to allow our congregation opportunities to be with one another and wor-

ship together in unity, while maintaining the safety and security of our congregation.  At this time of Ad-

vent we encourage everyone to take a moment and invite a friend to attend an event or worship service.  

Often the best way to introduce Christ into the heart of one who seeks to know him is simply to invite and 

allow the Holy Spirit to work in their hearts. 

 

At our November Council meeting we continued to look at ways to maintain the security of our facility 

and ensure a welcoming presence for our community.  The Council is committed to working with the Con-

gregation to raise funds to put up a perimeter fence.  A fence that will protect us from vandalism and 

squatting, but will also beautify our property and allow those who see us to know that we are active and 

enhancing our facility for all.  The Congregation has committed to using $25,000 of our building for the 

future funds to match donations by our Congregation, friends and community.  Our first event to move us 

in this direction is the Delta Strummers Concert on December 11.  The Delta Strummers are donating 

their time so anything that is donated goes directly to the fence fund.  In addition to the freewill offering 

at the door, there will also be lovely raffle prizes that you can win.  If you can’t make the concert you can 

still support by making a donation at Simply Giving or by check designated “fence fund”. 

 

During the next month, the Church Council will be working with our family ministry team to determine 

what children’s education will look like in 2022.  The pandemic and life commitments has drastically 

changed how children learn and engage and we need to learn how we can reach our families and provide 

both the traditional, loving lessons of Christ while meeting families where they are at.  We are grateful for 

the support of our Children’s Ministry team as we work together.  Look for exciting news on children and 

family ministry coming in the new year.  In the meantime, Pastor Rachel has a fun advent journey for kids 

of all ages – invite your family, friends, neighbors to join us each Sunday where the children will hear the 

nativity story and add visitors to the stable each week.  On the fourth Sunday, children will be able to take 

home their own nativity and nativity storybook. 

 

Thank you to the Laituri family for their effort and energy in creating the beautiful look in our atrium this 

Christmas.  We can’t wait to see it glowing along with our candles at the candlelight service on Christmas 

Eve.  Thank you also to Connie Pfahl who always does a wonderful job preparing the Sanctuary for the 

holidays. 

 

We are grateful for the hugs, love and friendship that continues to surround St John’s.  Advent is a time of 

preparation, Christmas a time of hope – for St. John’s we continue to prepare for the hope of our Congre-

gation.  A hope that ensures that our community sees us as a beacon of light shining in the chaos of the 

world.  Be part of the light … and shine brightly and work humbly in the name of Jesus Christ, the true 

light of the world. 

 
Your Church Council 

President; Bill Dietz 
Treasurer: Sherrie Downie 
Secretary: Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family: Sharon Hayes 
Communication: Audra Goldstein-Tarabini (non-voting) 
Congregational Care: Lynn Ferguson 
Mission & Outreach: Bob Grimes 
Property: Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music: Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Thank you to all who donated a shoe-

box to Samaritan’s Purse this year.  

Your gifts make a significant differ-

ence in the lives of children across the 

world! 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE  

The church office will be closed for Christmas December 24-27. 

Office hours will resume December 28.  

Office will be closed December 31, 2021- January 1, 2022 

Families Please Note 

Sunday School is on pause through the holidays.  

Look for special family offerings during December. 

Sunday School will resume after the first of the year. 

STAY CONNECTED 
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Isaiah Abraham Cerna,  

November 7, 2021 

 

 

A special Thank You to Liz Hall for  

capturing this moment. 

HOLY BAPTISM - NOVEMBER 
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

 

Join us and invite your friends  and family to share in the true meaning of Christmas.  

With all we face as a community and a world, to share the light that is Christ  

will mean so much to those who seek peace, hope and harmony. 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evenings Advent Bible Study 

December 1, 8, 15 & 22 

6:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Instruction guide (one/family) will be available in the narthex.  

For information contact Pastor Rachel or the church office. 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Advent Lesson 

Beginning Sunday December 5, 10:oo a.m.  

Join each week as children populate their own nativity with the animals, guests, family 

and Baby Jesus.  Free nativity and book for each child who participates.  

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service 

10:00 a.m.—In-house and Zoom 

During this Advent time we will be including the traditional Advent readings 

songs and candle lighting.   

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Service 

7:30 p.m.—In-house and Zoom 

Children and families are invited to join us for a special Christmas Message 

of hope from Pastor Rachel and singing. 



Merciful God, you are the source of health and healing. Grant to us, your children, an awareness of your 

presence and confidence in you. In our pain, weariness, and anxiety, surround us with your care, protect 

us by your loving might, and permit us once more to enjoy health, strength and peace; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. We pray especially for:  

 

Jan & Don Buenting, Sue Cochran, Judy Haye-Coll, Gary Freedman; Mark Goldstein, Elwood Jensen, 

Merlin and Margot Johnson, Keith Knapp, Marge Koehler, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Larry & 

Carol Meints (Brother & Sister-in-Law of Dee Goldstein), Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim Person, 

Bishop Ernest Pontiflet (Brother of Darlene Heath), Pat Reitz, Carol Romanowitz, Paula Rowe (Sister of 

Mary Soliz), Manny & Mary Soliz, Kermit Sveen, Irene Swann, Harry & Diane Wulf, and those who 

mourn  

 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann 

Wright. 

 

In this Christmas season we offer prayers of hope for our Congregation, our Community and the 

World.  As we look to the changing of the calendar to a new year, may the love of Christ shine brightly 

and bring to humanity the gift of forgiveness and love—standing on the foundation of equality, under-

standing, compassion and joy. In the name of our Savior who was born on Christmas night,  AMEN 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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DECEMBER CELEBRATIONS 

Christmas Day—December 25 
Kwanzaa—December 26 

Hanukkah December 6 

December 11 



MILESTONES 

Corey & Lorelei Sater 

December 7 

Steven & Connie Althaus 

December 12 

Manuel & Mary Soliz 

December 16 

Maria & Cesar Chacon 

December 21 

Rev. Michael & Jody Jeffrey 

December 20 

Mike Laituri 

December 1 

Ann Watkins 

December 2 

Maria Chacon 

December 6 

Dee Goldstein 

December 11 

Jim Person 

December 13 

Thalia Massoni 

December 13 

Rev. Michael Jeffrey 

December 13 

Mark Rockenbaugh 

December 14 

Rose Ramos 

December 16 

Bob Grimes 

December 17 

Audra Goldstein-

Tarabini 

December 18 

Pat Carmona 

December 20 

Timothy Riley 

December 21 

 

Robert Whitlow 

December 22 

Lilly Farrington 

December 23 

Famang Dorley 

December 24 

Margarita Seley 

December 25 

Jazmin Grimes 

December 28 

Barbara Martin 

December 29 

Social Media 

Remember to check your 

Facebook and the St. 

John’s website regularly 

for updates on events and 

to access our sermon pod-

casts.   

You can also find member-

specific information on 

our internal web pages.   

See the Council Secretary 

for more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. 

Zoom service is offered 
simultaneously at: https://zoom.us/

j/95436299274?
pwd=dTNONkZIbjNLWUNoZlVlNE

UySnp0QT09 

 
Visit our website: 

Stjohnsantioch.org 
 

Grow in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a 

Stephen Ministry Congregation.  If 

you are in need of support or the care 

of a listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 
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