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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

  1 Chronicles 16 reminds us to “Ascribe to 

the Lord the glory due His name; 

bring an offering and come before 

Him.  Worship the Lord in the splen-

dor of His holiness.”   

As the morning breeze of October becomes 

cooler, so too does the Spirt of God usher us 

into the heart of worship.  We have sung 

and danced with joy to have both our choirs 

back!  We are delighted to be able to offer 

both our Traditional and Praise settings.  We continue to master the 

quality of our Zoom service, and we ask for patience and kind feedback 

as we move forward always adjusting to a different “newness” based on 

the current situation.  Even through all this, we feel truly blessed to have 

the resources we do so that ALL participants can come to worship God.   

We have some exciting events to share!  Our Confirmation class starts up 

this month.  We will examine Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, and deci-

pher what it means to be a Lutheran?  We will be offering a Blessing of 

the Animals service via Zoom on October 10th at 2PM.  We also have 

planned our Trunk or Trick for October 30th from 11AM-Noon.  Please 

continue to watch for more information to be dispersed about these 

events.  And we hope to offer a little excitement for Reformation Sunday!   

We may not be in the place where we would like to be right now.  Unfor-

tunately, I can only imagine everyone in the world still has that same 

feeling.  However, perhaps our reformer Martin Luther can offer us some 

insight, and some hope.  The theologian Martin Luther said, “This life 

therefore is not righteousness, but growth in righteousness, not health, 

but healing, not being but becoming, not rest but exercise.  We are not 

yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it, the process is not yet 

finished, but it is going on, this is not the end, but it is the road.  All does 

not yet gleam in glory, but all is being purified.”  

We herd forward. Knowing that God is Good- All the time.   

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel 
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VBS:  Many thanks go to Connie Pfahl for  developing, constructing and teaching the 

VBS program.  She did an amazing job.  It was so nice to see so many children and parents in 

church on the Sunday following the successful program. 

Rally Sunday:  It was so great to see so m any fam ilies return to church and to have 

the Praise Team leading worship again.  Many thanks go to Connie Pfahl, Sherrie Downie, Brita 

Bleuel, and the Praise Team members. 

Nursery:  Thanks to Madison and Sherrie Downie, we have relocated the nursery to 

its previous location off the Narthex.  They did a great job in making it look attractive and inviting. 

Voting Day:  Once again as part of our  outreach to the com m unity, St. John ’s hosted 

the voting that took place on September 14th.  Thanks go to Sherrie and Madison Downie, as well as 

Mark Goldstein, and Mike Laituri for being our facility assistants that day. 

Windows Replaced:  The four  panes of glass that w ere previously broken have been replaced.  

Campus:  Most of m y tim e during the past m onth has dealt with cam pus issues.  

 Mike Laituri and I repaired the gate to the trash bin area after Republic Services allowed the large blue bin to crash into the gate 

while it was open, thus knocking hinges out of the wall to which it is anchored.  

 I replaced a malfunctioning part in one of the toilets in the Women’s bathroom. 

 Leaking foundation outside Sacristy and east wall of the Sanctuary continues to be a problem.  Pete Norlander and I have deter-

mined the leak is not coming from an area outside of the sidewalk along the east wall of the Sanctuary.  So it is either under the 

church or under the sidewalk. 

 Testing for leaks in campus sprinkler system continues. Leaking sprinkler valves and sprinkler heads at various locations are 

gradually being replaced. Continued assembling of Admin Building’s sprinkler system’s broken sprinkler heads. 

 Ace Hardware fixed the screens for the windows on the east side of building.  I installed them. 

 Picking up trash around campus as well as material tossed over wall of trash bin area. Fixing spotlight that shines on stone pillar 

at driveway entrance. 

 Helped set up Fellowship Hall for Voting Day. 

 Frequently re-set the timer that turns on/off the outdoor lights around Fellowship Hall.  We may need to buy and install a new 

timer. 

 Periodically viewing recorded camera surveillance of outdoor night activities.  People and vehicles are continue to come onto the 

campus at all hours of the day. The problem is the trash they leave or the vandalism they cause.  I had to paint over some graffiti 

that was scribed on the wall outside the kitchen. 

Administration Building:  W hile our  current office furniture has been m oved to the new  Adm in. Building, the new -

ly purchased furniture as been delayed and some has arrived damaged.  Sherrie Downie is taking care of getting the items replaces.  So 

this has delayed the opening of the building. We are still working out the telephone system with Comcast. 

Fencing: Mike Laituri continues to contact fencing businesses to have them  provide bids for  the construction of 

three parking lot gates as well as perimeter fencing. 

Water Leak:  As m entioned above,  W e believe w e have a leak in the water line com ing into the Main Building and 

especially along the east side of the Sanctuary.  We are seeking to speak to anyone who was around when the building was being build 

in 1986-1987. If you know of anyone that may remember where the waterlines were laid, please contact me or Mike Laituri.   

Opening for Worship Services:  You are all invited to w orship together  in the Sanctuary for  Sunday worship.  W e 

will not be requiring pre-registration. However, we ask that you sign in just in case someone attending develops the COVID-19 virus 

and we need to conduct a traceability search.  We will continue to practice all our safety steps and cleaning, including wearing face 

coverings inside the building. 

For some, worshipping via Zoom may still be the safest means by which to participate. 

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

At the recent Council meeting we continued to discuss what “worship” will look like as we come out of the pandemic 

and how we can meet the diverse needs of our family of faith.  We are struggling in several areas and we ask  for 

your patience, support and prayers as we work through these needs: 

1. We continue to be targeted by vandals and those who wish to deface our church facility.  Bill Dietz, Steve Al-

thaus and Mike Laituri are spending countless hours working on keeping ahead of the problems.  Pray for those 

who causing this harm to our facility and pray for those who are seeking to repair our  church home. 

2. There are many members missing from our worship services and ministries.  Whether this is virtually or in per-

son.  If there is someone you haven’t seen in awhile—reach out in love-and invite them to join us in whatever 

way is comfortable for them. 

3. Our ministries need support.  There are several events coming up that have been popular and well received by 

our family of faith and our community:  Bible Study, Trunk R Treat, Loaves of Love, Sunday School … as you 

are able support by participating, praying for the success of these ministries, and inviting others to join us. 

We are herd in unity … these are not just words but hopes that together we will come out of these months of isola-

tion and separation and into the light of a new reality—one that sees our family of faith embracing the stranger, 

feeding the hungry and living the message of God’s grace in our community. 

A few highlights from our Council meeting: 

 Confirmation class will begin on October 3 (via Zoom); we currently have three young persons attending; there 

is interest in a first communion class that might also begin this fall 

 There are water leaks affecting our facility—the repairs look to be cumbersome and costly; our amazing proper-

ty team and volunteers:  Mike Laituri, Bill Dietz, Peter Norland and Steve Althaus are working diligently on 

finding a cause and cure. 

 We have had a few electrical issues over the past week—but in comes Lynn Ferguson and Bill Dietz to save the 

day.  Thank you! 

 Our Ministry Partnership s are going well and we see increased attendance for all three of our current ministry 

partnerships.  Our prayers are for all as they reach out to the community to offer needed services and worship.. 

 Our phone lines are up and running in the administrative building—but our furniture is still in a bit of chaos … 

thank you Sherrie Downie for coordinating these massive efforts.  Hey … do you know how to use a screwdriv-

er?  We could use YOUR help in putting the furniture together when the pieces arrive.  Let Sherrie or Bill know. 

 Kudos to Gary Freedman for working with Joann in adjusting our worship slides back to Easy Worship—this is 

a work in progress, and we are grateful for him and Connie Pfahl for their attention to this, and of curse, are 

own Joann Stein. 

 Pastor reported that there is much excitement to have the choir and Praise Team back—as a reminder, 1st and 

3rd Sundays are traditional (Choir) and 2nd and 4th Sundays are contemporary (Praise Team) - any 5th Sunday 

will be a blended service.  Welcome back Magic and all of our beautiful voices. 

With gratitude for opportunities to serve in his name, Your Church Council 

President: Bill Dietz 
Treasurer: Sherrie Downie 
Secretary: Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Communication: Audra Goldstein (non-voting) 
Mission & Outreach: Bob Grimes 
Property: Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music: Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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STAY CONNECTED 

Social Media 

Remember to check your Facebook and the St. 

John’s website regularly for updates on events 

and to access our sermon podcasts.   

You can also find member-specific information 

on our internal web pages.   

See the Council Secretary for more infor-

mation. 

“Give thanks for the bounty of autumn and the people who tend crops and orchards that nourish and sustain 
us. Pray that we will work together year-round in our communities to help our food-insecure neighbors find 

convenient, consistent, affordable sources of healthy food”. 

WEDNESDAY IS …
ZOOM 

BIBLE STUDY

10:00 a.m. 
morning coffee study

6:30 p.m. 
evening dinner study

COMING SOON
FIRST COMMUNION CLASS

Know someone who is interested?

See Pastor Rachel



The church is strong when it prays together.  We ask you to hear the prayers of our hearts and our minds as 

we reach out to you in fellowship and community.  Asking that you bring consolation to those who weep.  

Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible 

illness. Sustain the weak and, refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or sickness especially:  

Jan & Don Buenting, Sue Cochran, Judy Haye-Coll, Gary Freedman, Mark Goldstein, Sharon Hayes, Elwood  

Jensen, Merlin & Margot Johnson, Keith Knapp, Marge Koehler, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni,   

Larry & Carol Meints (Brother & Sister-in-Law of Dee Goldstein), Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim     

Person, Pat Reitz, Carol Romanowitz, Paula Rowe (Sister of Mary Soliz), Manny & Mary Soliz, Irene Swann, 

Harry & Diane Wulf, and those who mourn Kathryn Steyaert-Meucci. 

Support and encourage those who are unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty.  Bring food, 

shelter, clothes, and stability for daily life.  

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann 

Wright. 

Reformation Day:  

The impact of Martin Luther and other reformers has special significance for the global community of Lu-

theran Christians. Give thanks that we are set free by the grace and light of God to grow, change, confess our 

flaws and failings, and ground our church anew in the word and truth of God in Jesus Christ.  

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ...Amen. 
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OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS 

October 11 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

Trunk R Treat
October 30 - 11:00 a.m.

All are welcome
Candy, Games, Fun for all Ages

Invite all your friends, family and neighbors to join us



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 
Antioch, California 94509 

Telephone: (925) 757-3070 
 

Pastor Rev. Rachel Semovoski 
 

Worship Service: 
 

10am Sunday mornings 
(in person and Zoom) 

 
Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

(Zoon worship login available online) 
 
 

“Grow in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion” 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Howard & Ruth Dobler 

October 8 

Tom & Patti Koehne 

October 24 

Moacir Santos 

October 1 

Dianne Wulf 

October 3 

Sharon Hayes 

October 4 

Brandon Santos 

October 4 

Rebecca Wolff 

October 12 

Darrell Andelin 

October 14 

Mary Soliz 

October 14 

Laura Rockenbaugh 

October 15 

Steven Althaus 

October 17 

Lynda Oliver 

October 17 

Allison Colburn 

October 18 

Blamasee Dorley 

October 24 

Patricia Reitz 

October 24 

Adalynn Rehana 

October 27 

Sharon Halvorson 

October 29 

Claire Nunnenkamp 

October 30 

Dear St. John’s Family, We’re excited to announce that we have moved 
and would love to stay in touch. Our new home address is:  

1062 Thicket Walk, Dayton, Ohio, 45429 
Blessings - Bill & Betty Cornwell 
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