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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

"Keep your thoughts positive because your 
thoughts become your words. Keep your 
words positive because your words become 
your behavior. Keep your behavior positive 
because your behavior becomes your hab-
its. Keep your habits positive because your 
habits become your values. Keep your val-
ues positive because your values become 
your destiny." --Mahatma Gandhi 

Our thoughts are positive here at St. John’s as we move into the month 
of September.  We are able to bring back a fuller schedule.  Our choirs 
are returning to bring us a joyful noise!  Our youth our returning to Sun-
day school!  We will also be offering an alternating Sunday Worship 
schedule – 1st & 3rd Traditional and 2nd & 4th Praise!    

We hope to see our youth for Rally Sunday, September 12th at 10AM.  If 
our youth would like to bring their backpacks, we will be blessing them.  
We are also planning to start a Confirmation class.  This class is for sixth 
graders and older and will consist of Luther’s Small Catechism and teach 
our youth the fundamentals of being a Lutheran!   

Wednesdays will now be our Zoom Bible Study day.  In the morning 
Bible Study hour, we continue to study the Gospel of John.  Our evening 
dinner Bible Study will focus on a notable Biblical character.  These 
studies are meant to engage us in the Biblical word, but also to serve as a 
support group.  It does not matter what level you are at of Biblical study.  
We welcome everyone! 

As we progress into the autumn season, we ask for God’s help to keep us 
looking toward the positive, herding us together, and as Psalm 100 tells 
us, “Make a joyful noise to the L , all the earth…For the L  is 
good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all gen-
erations.” 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

2 

East Bay Myanmar Christian Fellowship Church:  Starting Septem-
ber 1st we will welcome East Bay Myanmar Christian Fellowship as a new 
ministry partner.  They have been meeting at a church in Concord, but 
since most of their members live on north side of the Kirker Pass hill, they 
decided to look for a new location.  We are so glad they came to St. John’s.  
Their worship services will be held on Sunday afternoons.    

Administration Building: We have begun to move office items into the 
new Administration Building.  There is still more furniture to be acquired 
and decorating to due.  But it will be occupied soon.   

Campus:  After speaking to Antioch Mayor, Lamar Thorpe, about our re-
cent vandalism, Mike Laituri and I had an opportunity to meet with Lt. 
Bittner at our campus to discuss how we may improve our security and 
minimize the vandalism.  For the most part, we are doing many good 
things by having cameras that can record activity and be viewed remotely.  
He said that with the increase in vandalism in the area, many businesses 
are erecting fencing.  More and/or brighter lighting around the campus 
was also suggested by Lt. Bittner.    

Mike continues to contact fencing businesses to have them provide bids for 
the construction of three parking lot gates as well as perimeter fencing.    
He and I have continued to seek out the cause of a water leak around the 
east side of the main building.  

Now that we have the water connected to the sprinkler system around the 
Administration Building, I have been replacing leaking control valves and 
sprinkler heads.  More control valves and sprinkler heads need repair 
around the campus as well.  Let me know if you would like to help with 
this. 

If anyone is looking for some exciting times, send me an email or give me a 
call and I’ll let you know the next time I am working on the campus.  There 
is always something to do. 

Voting: Once again, we will be offering our Fellowship Hall for the pur-
pose of the special election to be held on Tuesday, September 14, 2021. 

Opening for Worship Services:  You are all invited to worship togeth-
er in the Sanctuary for Sunday worship.  We will not be requiring pre-
registration. However, we ask that you sign in just in case someone at-
tending develops the COVID-19 virus and we need to conduct a traceability 
search.  We will continue to practice all our safety steps and 
cleaning, including wearing face coverings inside the building. 

For some, worshipping via Zoom may still be the safest means by which to 
participate.   

 

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 

Ministry Support: 

 

Choir practices at 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays!  If you want to be part of 
the choir, reach out to Magic 
Jaquez. 

Praise Team practices at 6:00 
p.m. on Wednesday!  Join the team 
by dropping by or reaching out to 
the church office for more details. 

Property Support needs you.  
There are many projects that re-
quire many hands.  Please reach 
out to Mike Laituri for more infor-
mation. 

Worship Assistants are need-
ed as we look to return to the on-
site worship.  Can you usher?  
Read?  Welcome?  Reach out to 
Sherrie Downie for more infor-
mation. 

Want to Acolyte?  We always 
have room for additional persons—
of all ages– who want to spread 
God’s light!  Reach out to the 
church office for more details. 

We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, 
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ—1 Thessalonians 1:3 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 
As we look toward Rally Sunday and the beginning of Fall we encourage all who are able to join us for 
onsite worship.  God created us as communal beings and those who have returned to onsite worship have 
felt the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit as we gather together in faith and friendship.  We recognize, 
however, that not everyone will be able to return at this time and we continue you encourage you to con-
nect through Zoom Worship and Bible Study so that you can stay connected to one another and grow in 
faith. 

Our August Council meeting continued to focus on the return to onsite worship and how that will look in 
terms of safety and worship: 

• Beginning on September 5 we will take the next step in reopening by switching from the power point 
slides that we have been using back to an Easy Worship format.  Easy Worship will allow for better 
onsite connection to the liturgy.  This, however, will minimize access to our Zoom participants.  If 
you find that you would like a copy of the liturgy sent to you each week (including song/hymn lyrics) 
please reach out to the church office.  September 5 also marks the return of the Choir.  We hope all 
will be able to join us for this joyous event. 

• September 12 will be the final transition to onsite worship where  main control of the worship service 
will switch from Zoom focus on onsite.  Zoom participants will have the ability to view and listen to 
the service but will not have the ability to interact with those onsite.  Onsite worshipers will have full 
audio capability (including hearing support devices).  September 12 will also be the start of our Sun-
day School year and the return of the Praise Team and our family/contemporary liturgy.  As with the 
traditional  liturgy, full worship materials are available by email through the church office. 

• Vacation Bible School will move forward the weekend of August 27.  Our thanks to Connie Pfahl for 
putting together this class and all who have signed up to participate. 

• On Friday, August 27, the Executive Committee and Property Ministry team met at the church facili-
ty to move the temporary administrative office to the new Administrative Building.  Beginning on 
Monday, September 13, Joann and Pastor will have regular off ice hours.  For more information, 
please contact the church office. 

• After much discussion about the safety of large groups in our facility, the Council determined that it 
will host election personnel on September 14 (minimal interaction and personnel) but will not host 
the training of election personnel in August (multiple large classes of personnel).  We continue to 
work with our partners at the County to provide support in the future. 

• The Council continues to investigate perimeter fencing and connected fundraising to protect our 
property and allow us to move forward with much needed external facility repairs.  We are hopeful to 
announce plans and fundraising efforts at Rally Sunday on September 12. 

We are grateful for all who continue to worship at St. John’s—whether virtually or in person.  It is your 
dedication that allows us the opportunity to be a Herd in Unity.   Your Church Council  

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Communication:  Audra Goldstein (non-voting) 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Social Media 

Remember to check your Facebook and the 
St. John’s website regularly for updates on 
events and to access our sermon podcasts.   

You can also find member-specific infor-
mation on our internal web pages.   

See the Council Secretary for more infor-
mation. 

Did you receive your herd balloon?  If not, reach out to the church office to find out what a “herd balloon” is! 



The church is strong when it prays together.  We ask you to hear the prayers of our hearts and 
our minds as we reach out to you in fellowship and community.  Asking that you bring consola-
tion to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany 
those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who 
labor under the weight of pain or sickness especially:  

God of compassion, come quickly to help all who are grieving and all those who suffer : 

Sue Cochran, Judy Haye-Coll, Gary Freedman; Sharon Hayes, David James, Anthony Jones 
(son-in-law of Brita Bleuel); Elwood Jensen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Keith Knapp, Marge 
Koehler, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim Person, 
Robbie Quintanilla (Cousin of Silvia Treichelt),Tom Rohrbacher, Pat Reitz, Carol Romanowitz, 
Paula Rowe (Sister of Mary Soliz), Irene Swann, Mike Wallace (Brother of Betty Cornwell), 
Harry & Diane Wulf, and those who mourn Kathryn Steyaert-Meucci. Support and encourage 
those who are unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, 
clothes, and stability for daily life.  

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan 
Eickmann Wright. 

As we look toward the start of the school year we ask your guidance and grace upon teachers, 
principals, guidance counselors, and all those who teach our children.  Give them wisdom to 
teach with empathy and compassion, allowing those within their care to flourish and grow and 
to find joy in being uniquely themselves.  We pray also for students that they stay safe, that 
they embrace being able to study with one another and that they find a sense of community 
that shines brightly after our time of separation.  We offer prayers for churches, youth leaders, 
Sunday school teachers and all those who will offer the lessons of Jesus to our children.  Help 
their lives to be an example of faithfulness and their faith journey be a lesson in love. 

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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SAVE THE DATES 



To make a donation to support St. 
John’s and its many ministries 
download a QR Code app on your 
cell phone; fill out your personal 
and banking information (one 
time only); scan the above code 
and choose the ministry you wish 
to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 
and support St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10am Sunday mornings 

(in person and Zoom) 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

(Zoon worship login available online) 
 
 

Grow in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Gary & Kumiko Freedman 
September 2 

Jim & Pat Person 
September 11 

Jerry & Julie Ellingson 
September 27 

Sco  & Sharna Andelin 
September 30 

 

Rhonda Faust 
September 2 

Julie Commins 
September 3 

Joseph Gomes 
September 7 

Kermit Sveen 
September 8 

Catherine Graham 
September 18 

Carleen Jackson 
September 18 

Lori Rehana 
September 18 

Margot Johnson 
September 20 

Eileen Blumhardt-
Butler 
September 22 

 

Kate Young 
September 23 

Todd Farrington 
September 23 

Darlene  Health 
September 25 

Daniel Torres 
September 29 

 


