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The Faithful Times 

PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

August for most of us marks a “lull peri-
od.”  Perhaps some of us can take vacation 
time.  Perhaps some of us are preparing for 
a new school year, or even going back to 
work in what seems like ages.  It is in the 
“lull periods” that we are given an oppor-
tunity to pray for healthy and faithful 
change, to ask God’s help in accepting 
what is unfamiliar and even frightening, 
and to welcome innovation and the hard 
work of finding ourselves on a new path.   
Our church readings also reflect this time of transition between the sea-
sons.  We move out of a time learning about discipleship and into a time 
of acting upon what we learned.  From the Old Testament, we hear how 
Isaiah preaches hope, Jeremiah begs for help, and Moses receives elders 
to help him lead the people.   In the Gospel readings, Jesus will teach us 
the lessons: take up your cross, the first shall be last, whatever is offen-
sive in us should be destroyed, enter the kingdom of God as a little child, 
the last shall be first, and to love God and love your neighbor.  
In the church, we also use this month as a steppingstone to plan for activ-
ities in the Season of Autumn.  We are excited to share God’s Word with 
our youth in Vacation Bible School the last weekend in August.  We are 
actively planning for a new worship template come September 1st.  We 
will alternate each Sunday between a Traditional and Praise worship, 
allowing folks to experience the type of worship they like.  We hope to 
safely bring our choirs back into action.   
Of course, we understand that things are still in flux.  And we appreciate 
the wonderful patience and faithfulness the people of St. John’s and our 
neighbors have continued to express.  As I have stated before, “change” 
is the only constant.  But, even with the unknown, we have something 
greater to rely on that never changes- God’s unfailing love!   
In Christ, 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 
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Harvest Church:  I have been told by Pastor Able that they are no longer 
meeting.  However, I have been contacted by East Bay Myanmar Christian 
Fellowship church.  We have had two meetings with their representatives, 
and they would like to rent our church for their Sunday services which will be 
held on Sunday afternoons, beginning September 1st.  They are currently 
meeting at Holy Cross Lutheran Church at 1092 Alberta Way in Concord.  
They have been meeting there for over 8 years.  But most of their families 
now live on this side of the Kirker Pass hill. 

Campus:  We continue to be plagued with trash being dumped in our west 
parking lot. Most recently we had four (4) windows broken by BB’s.  This 
happened on a Saturday evening at about 8:41 PM.  Videos of this happening 
were sent to the police.  The vehicle involved was a red or maroon SUV.  My 
thanks to Eileen and Steven for helping me board up two of the four windows 
which were totally crazed. 

We also had a trash dump that turned into treasure for others thanks to Carol Laituri.  She cleaned up a small 
child’s bicycle that was left and gave it away online to a man for his granddaughter.  She also gave away a rug 
that was discarded.  She was also able to sell an item online and donated the money to the church.  Mike had the 
City of Antioch pick up the rest of the stuff.   

One night, around that same time, a man decided he wanted to sleep on the concrete pad on the north side of the 
new administration building.  But since he didn’t like the light shining on him, he proceeded to use a broom han-
dle from the trash pile and break the light.  Somehow, he also got on the top of the roof of the admin building 
and dismantled all the cages around the cameras.  Plus, he broke one of the cameras.  Videos of this person were 
sent to the police. He returned to the campus a few days later while I was working on the sprinkler system and I 
was able to take a few more photos of him.  I have replaced the camera and remounted the cages around the 
cameras.   

While working on the sprinkler system, I discovered a leak from the outside the north side of the Sanctuary wall.  
Mike had a plumber come out.  It was determined to be a leak in the copper plumbing in the Sacristy.  Apparent-
ly, when the plumbing was installed years ago, the pipes were not properly cleaned after they were soldered to-
gether.  The plumber said that is what caused them to corrode and eventually leak.  

Steven Althaus and I were able to install a ball valve within a service line to a large section of inground control 
valves.  Some of these valves are deteriorating and one in particular was leaking badly.  We also replaced that 
valve with parts that we already had in the shed.  But now that the ball valve is in place we should have much less 
leaking.  We still need to explore other portions of the system which has three timer control boxes and four (4) in 
ground valve boxes housing about a total of 26 valves.  I have also replaced about 6 sprinkler heads so far which 
has subsequently allowed many others to function and moderately irrigate the lawns.  

In order to see the campus more clearly with our cameras, I cut the lower branches of several trees in the park-
ing lot.  

While picking up trash along the north slope along E. Tregallas, I uncovered a tv, a dead cat, and numerous oth-
er items.   

If anyone is looking for some exciting times, send me an email of give me a call and I’ll let you know the next 
time I a working on the campus.  There is always something to do. 

Gates:  The church council is considering placing gates at the three parking lot entrances.  Lately, there has 
been an increase in the abuse of our campus and parking lot in particular.  Garbage has been dumped.  Cars 
make “donut” maneuvers.  People use it as an auto repair shop.  Others use it for overnight lodging.  Mike Lai-
turi has collected cost proposals.  Through council discussions, it was recommended that we also get quotes for 
perimeter fencing as well.  When we have staff on board during daytime hours, the gates will be open for mem-
bers to gain easy access 

Continued on page 4 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 
We continue to move the “herd” forward in “unity” … but it seems like for every few steps forward there 
is a variant in our way.  Praise the Lord that we have a Good Shepherd that leads our herd and guides us 
through the many valleys that we have come across during the past 16 months.  As we look forward, we 
are hopeful that we can continue to find ways to offer a safe and welcoming place for all who wish to wor-
ship with us and  join together in thanksgiving. 

Our most recent Council meeting was the first meeting of the new church year on July 13, 2021: 

♦ Our first in person meeting—back in the Fellowship Hall!  It felt good to meet together as a team to 
discuss the upcoming Council year.  We are still short Council members.  Though we voted to lower 
the minimum requirement to allow for a quorum we still have minimal voices and ministry represen-
tation.  It is important for any organization, but especially one of faith, to have people in leadership 
roles so that the voice of the Congregation can be heard in its varying hopes and needs. 

♦ The Executive Committee was nominated and approved as follows:   Bill Dietz, President; Brita 
Bleuel, Secretary; and Sherrie Downie, Treasurer.   

♦ The Reopening Task Force presented a report to the Council (see article on page 5) with recommen-
dations for next steps in moving forward from the pandemic.  All recommendations were approved.  
The Council realizes that all recommendations, policies and procedures are fluid and will continue to 
change with the requirements of the State and County.  In addition, our Safety Protocols have been 
updated to correspond with current State and County regulations.  Safety Protocols will be posted to 
our Internal Website. 

♦ The Council is looking into protection of our property.  We have invested in cameras to help us with 
this, but in many cases the cameras only allow us to see what has happened  and not to deter or stop . 
With that in mind, we are taking up the daunting task of pricing perimeter fencing.  We are hopeful 
to roll out a plan on Rally Sunday on September 12 to let the Congregation become part of the solu-
tion in protecting our property.  Protecting our property is of utmost importance as we look to a re-
turn to service, to supporting our community and to upgrading our outdoor facilities. 

♦ We continue to look at opportunities to share our facility in good works.  We are in discussions with 
several nonprofit organizations, churches that may wish to use our facilities.  Most recently, East Bay 
Myanmar Christian Fellowship Church has agreed to begin worship at our Facility on September 1.  
Alanon will also be returning to our Facility in September. 

♦ The Council voted to approve the use of the Fellowship Hall for the election on Tuesday, September 
14, 2021. 

♦ Save the Dates:  Vacation Bible School, August 27-29 and Rally Sunday, September 12. 

We are grateful for all who continue to worship at St. John’s—whether virtually or in person.  It is your 
dedication that allows us the opportunity to be a Herd in Unity.   Your Church Council  

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Communication:  Audra Goldstein (non-voting) 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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Continued from page 2 

Opening for Worship Services:  You are all invited to worship together in the Sanctuary for Sunday wor-
ship.  We will not be requiring pre-registration. However, we ask that you sign in just in case someone attend-
ing develops the COVID virus and we need to conduct a traceability search.  We will continue to practice all 
our safety steps and cleaning, including wearing face coverings inside the building. 

For some, worshipping via Zoom may still be the safest means by which to participate.   

Zoom: What you say, WILL be heard by EVERYONE.  This is why we attempt to mute everyone once the ser-
vice starts.  So, if you come in late and do not want EVERYONE to hear your cough, burp, dog, sneeze, whistling, 
singing, please mute your Zoom.  Zoom is a great way for the members of our congregation to see and talk to one 
another.  But please remember, when you are not muted and your video is on, EVERYONE hears and sees you. 
There are no personal or private conversations on Zoom unless you know how to use the “chat” feature which 
allows you to type a message to individuals or the entire group.  So, the safest thing to do when you enter a Zoom 
session is to MUTE your microphone until you wish to speak.  If you have questions, contact Gary Freedman, 
Brita Bleuel, or Bill Dietz. 

Campus Irrigation:  With contributions down, one way we have been staying within our budget has been to 
drastically reduce the watering of the campus.  Subsequently some trees and shrubbery have died.  Currently 
Mike Laituri and I have been taking steps to evaluate the campus irrigation system.  While much of it is still in 
place, several sprinkler heads have been broken and old valves need to be replaced.  If you would like to help 
beautify the campus and assist with our endeavors to repair the irrigation system, please contact Mike or me. 

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 

SOME CHRISTIAN HUMOR 



TASK FORCE REPORT 

The below report from the Reopening Task Force (Bill Dietz, Mike Laituri, Brita Bleuel, Sherrie Downie 
and Pastor Rachel), was presented to the Council and approved on July 13, 2021: 

Administrative Reopening 

• Tuesday, September 7 

• All offices will move over and be furnished by August 30 

• Joann will work 9:00 – 3:00 

• Pastor’s open office hours will be 9:00 – 1:00 (M-Th)  

What Worship Will Look Like 

• We will continue with one service through the end of the year 

• Starting July 18 – communion will be served (with option for self serve) 

• Services will alternate between contemporary/traditional on a weekly basis – any month with 
five Sundays will have hybrid 

• Services will be at 10:00 a.m. 

• Zoom will be minimized to a viewing option only (not interactive) – will work with Gary to deter-
mine how this will take place; and what audio options will be available 

• We will return to Easy Worship format for slides and ministry connections (Joann to produce) 

• Masks will continue (at a minimum) until September  

Other Ministries 

• Sunday School will be onsite – with rooms available for lower element and upper elementary in 
the main worship facility 

• Ushers, worship assistants, prayer stations will begin to return to the premises and be trained on 
any new procedures – Pastor will work with Joann to reach out to current ministry members; 
will advertise for new members 

• Bring back choir/praise team 

Protocols Have been updated 

• Masks will still be required 

• Consider whether we begin to offer “no mask” for vaccinated – look at what that would look like; 
how do we manage; monitor 

• Attendance does not require pre-registration; but members attending need to sign in for poten-
tial contact tracing 
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Accept one another, just as Christ accepted you in order to 
bring praise to God. 

-Romans 15:7 
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



The church is strong when it prays together.  We ask you to hear the prayers of our hearts and our 
minds as we reach out to you in fellowship and community.  Asking that you bring consolation to 
those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living 
with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the 
weight of pain or sickness especially:  

You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those who are hungry, reassure those who are 
despairing, and accompany those who are imprisoned. We especially pray for all those in need:  

Sue Cochran, Judy Haye-Coll, David James, Elwood Jensen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Marge 
Koehler, Olivia Lake, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Marilyn Norman, Helen Person, Jim 
Person, Robbie Quintanilla (Cousin of Silvia Treichelt),Tom Rohrbacher, Pat Reitz, Carol Ro-
manowitz, Irene Swann, Laurie Walker (Daughter of Marietta Poldrack), Mike Wallace (Brother 
of Betty Cornwell), Harry & Diane Wulf, and those who mourn Olivia Lake (mother of Jim Lake), 
Evelyn Pyle (Mother in-law of Terri Treichelt). Rain down the true bread from heaven that gives 
life to the world.  

As we continue to walk these tentative steps forward from this time of pandemic, we ask that you 
strengthen us and keep us safe.  Guide our decision-making to allow for us to continue to worship 
in all the ways that you have gifted us with.  Whether we reach people by the great technological 
advances or through walking amongst your people, may you give us the words to share your love 
to all.   

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan 
Eickmann Wright. 

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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SAVE THE DATES 

Social Media 

Remember to check your Face-
book and the St. John’s web-
site regularly for updates on 
events and to access our ser-
mon podcasts.   

You can also find member-
specific information on our 
internal web pages.   

See the Council Secretary for 
more information. 



To make a donation to support St. 
John’s and its many ministries 
download a QR Code app on your 
cell phone; fill out your personal 
and banking information (one 
time only); scan the above code 
and choose the ministry you wish 
to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 
and support St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
10am Sunday mornings 

(in person and Zoom) 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

(Zoon worship login available online) 
 
 

Grow in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Richard Meucci and Kathryn Steyaert
-Meucci 
August 5 

Merlin and Margot Johnson 
August 2 

Mark and Laura Rockenbaugh 
August 8 

Joe and Darlene Heath 
April 25 

Chuck and Shirley Keller 
August 26 

 

Derek Treichelt 
August 4 

Merlin Johnson 
August 5 

Seana Mohr 
August 8 

Carol Romanowitz 
August 8 

Mark Goldstein 
August 12 

Sharon Sterud 
August 15 

Gloria Andelin 
August 20 

Sco  Andelin 
August 21 

Bob Commins 
August 24 

Anita Hayes 
August 27 

Elwood Jensen 
August 28 

Kayde LeMoine 
August 29 

Brenda Whitlow 
August 31 


