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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

In September of 2012, Zoom launched its 

first version that could host up to 15 video 

participants.  By February of 2015, Zoom 

had 40 million users, with multiple organi-

zations subscribing to its platform.  In 

March of 2020, the Zoom App was down-
loaded millions of times in one day.  Our 

congregation, St. John’s Lutheran church, 

uses this Zoom platform every Sunday to 

connect with our members.   

This past year indeed presented challenges to connect.  We had to learn 

new ways to share God’s Holy Word.  But, fortunately, this company, 
Zoom, has blessed us with a unique opportunity.  At some point in our 

life, we have all heard the phrase, “the right place at the right time.”  Per-

haps during unthinkable hardship, God places a gift of hope.  For even in 

a time of crisis, the light of Christ continues to shine, pulling us together 

toward it.   

Paul tells us in Ephesians 4 that “the gifts He gave were that some 
would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors, and 

teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 

body of Christ…joined and knit together by every ligament with which 

it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promoting the body’s 

growth in building itself up in love.”   

Our Worship Technology team, who has worked these past months tire-
lessly, has given us the chance to enter a new way that will bind us to-

gether as the body of Christ.  We may have been physically removed from 

our house of worship.  But, the technology platform, or “hybrid church” 

as the phrase is now coined, may allow us to “knit” our faith community 

together in ways we have not ventured to think of before.  So, as we move 

forward, I challenge us to think “outside” of the usual box.  Of course, we 

certainly should not forget about what stands tried and true.  But maybe 

further investigating and “Zooming” together can encourage new minis-

tries to evolve, even as we physically return.     

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel Semovoski 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
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Congregational Meeting:  Our  congregat ional  m eeting w ill  be 
held on Saturday, June 19, 2021 at 4:30 PM via ZOOM.  Since we need a 
quorum to make the business of the meeting official, PLEASE mark your 
calendars so you don’t miss this important meeting. YOUR VOTE is need-
ed.  Look for further announcements in you emails.   

Opening for Worship Services:  The num ber  o f peo ple  permitted 
into the Sanctuary for Sunday worship has increased.  But we continue to 
practice all our safety steps.  To facilitate the number of people entering the 
church for worship, a Registration Process continues to be used.  See the 
details for this process in your emails or call the church office.   

Please be aware that the worship service will temporarily be much different 
than before, until we are at much safer levels for meeting together in per-
son and indoors. There will be no passing of the peace, hugs, group singing, 
or conversations.  Congregational responses within the liturgy should be 
whispered while wearing your face masks.  Holy Communion  

President’s Report—Hot off the Presses … 

After submission of the monthly President’s Re-
port, some new and exciting information came 
about: 

Gazebo Facelift:  T he  gazebo  has  recent-
ly been refurbished.  Rungs that had been broken 
have been replaced and paint has been applied to 
areas where weathering or graffiti has marred its 
appearance.  (see photos) 

Security Cameras:  In order to get a better view 
of what is happening on the church campus, one 
has to be able to have a clear view.  The lower 
branches of two maple trees and the remaining 
camphor tree were trimmed.   

 

 

 

and the collection of the Offering will be conducted very differently. Please see the video we have created. The wor-
ship service will not be followed by Fellowship time inside the church.  The way you exit will not be the way you 
entered the church.  Please congregate outside to chat with your friends.  Once again, please see the video on the 
church’s website. 

For some, worshipping via Zoom may still be the safest means by which to participate.   

Zoom: What  y ou  say , w ill  b e  hear d  by  EVERY ONE .  This is why we attempt to mute everyone once the ser-
vice starts.  So, if you come in late and do not want EVERYONE to hear your cough, burp, dog, sneeze, whistling, 
singing, please mute your Zoom.  Even as we allow a few people to attend worship service inside the Sanctuary, 
most of our members will continue to view the worship services via Zoom.  Zoom is a great way for the members of 
our congregation to see and talk to one another.  But please remember, when you are not muted and your video is 
on, EVERYONE hears and sees you. There are no personal or private conversations on Zoom unless you know how 
to use the “chat” feature which allows you to type a message to individuals or the entire group.  So, the safest thing 
to do when you enter a Zoom session is to MUTE your microphone until you wish to speak.   

Gates:  The  church  council  is  consider ing p lacing gate s  at  the  three  p arking lot  entrances.  Late ly , 
there has been an increase in the abuse of our campus and parking lot in particular.  Garbage has been dumped.  
Cars make “donut” maneuvers.  People use it as an auto repair shop.  Other use it for overnight lodging.  Mike Lai-
turi is in the process of collecting cost proposals for council discussions.  When we have staff on board during day-
time hours, the gates will be open for members to gain easy access.   

In His Service, Bill Dietz 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

We remain grateful that we have so many ways to connect with one another even as we work through 

what a full return to the Sanctuary will look like.  As these final steps in this strange and chaotic year re-

veal themselves we encourage you to connect … or reconnect.  Our ministry teams continue to prepare 

events:  game night, holiday events, camping, Bible study,  and feeding those in need.  In the coming 

weeks we will be celebrating our graduates, celebrating Father’s Day and having our annual meeting.  We 

hope that we will see each of you at one or more of these events … and, of course, at Sunday morning 
worship—either in person or on Zoom! 

Here are some highlights from our meeting: 

 We were grateful to hear from Lynn Ferguson, one of our representatives at the Synod Assembly in 

May.  Lynn let us know of her experiences in voting for our new bishop, Meghan Rourke, and a re-

view of the updates to policies and procedures that were voted upon. Lynn also mentioned that a tru-

ly  meaningful part was the ability to worship with so many other Christians and to see the message 

of hope and inclusivity for the future. 

 We continue to work with our Ministry Partners on their comfort in returning to the Sanctuary.  An-

tioch Christian Center will be returning on Sunday, June 27.  We are making a concerted effort to 

allow our facility to work for us.  If you know of a nonprofit organization or church that is looking for 

a place to host their events—or families looking for a place to celebrate milestones in their lives-

please tell them about our little corner of Contra Costa. 

 We continue to review options for fencing to protect our property for continued dumping and squat-

ting.  If you see something that looks amiss, please let us know. 

 We used this opportunity to review the Budget for 2021/2022.  Our thanks to Treasurer, Sherrie 
Downie, for an amazing job in finding that balance between giving and expenses.  Our budget that 

will be presented to the Congregation in advance of our June 19 Annual Meeting will be bare bones 

but we are confident that it will allow us a chance to regroup from the any losses we have felt during 

2020/2021. 

 Ministry with Bread of Life is still on hold due to country mandates.  Our Mission and Outreach Min-
istry would like to offer a helping hand to anyone in need.  If you know of a family or person who 

might be struggling as there are fewer places to find support and food, please reach out to the church 

office or to Bob Grimes. 

We are hopeful that we will all “connect” soon … in whatever way the Lord brings us together! 

Your Church Council  

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie  
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel  
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman  

Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes  
Communication:  Audra Goldstein (non-voting)  
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell  

Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes  
Property:  Mike Laituri  
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non -voting)  
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St. John’s Lutheran Church congratulates and welcomes Rev. Megan Rohrer as elected Bishop of our Sierra Pa-

cific Synod!  We look forward to working with Rev. Rohrer in sharing the message that all are welcome!    
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/out-news/evangelical-lutheran-church-

elects-first-transgender-bishop-rcna902__;!!Omh0IfYXnA!gUCUmA-

VPZ94fSpN6PKDNP24WvCVLJyxQUioVJybyl5UWED1A9d_L-6abyy5mTE$   

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/out-news/evangelical-lutheran-church-elects-first-transgender-bishop-rcna902__;!!Omh0IfYXnA!gUCUmA-VPZ94fSpN6PKDNP24WvCVLJyxQUioVJybyl5UWED1A9d_L-6abyy5mTE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/out-news/evangelical-lutheran-church-elects-first-transgender-bishop-rcna902__;!!Omh0IfYXnA!gUCUmA-VPZ94fSpN6PKDNP24WvCVLJyxQUioVJybyl5UWED1A9d_L-6abyy5mTE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/out-news/evangelical-lutheran-church-elects-first-transgender-bishop-rcna902__;!!Omh0IfYXnA!gUCUmA-VPZ94fSpN6PKDNP24WvCVLJyxQUioVJybyl5UWED1A9d_L-6abyy5mTE$
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



The church is strong when it prays together.  We ask you to hear 
the prayers of our hearts and our minds as we reach out to you in 
fellowship and community.  Asking that you bring consolation to 
those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or de-
feated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. 
Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the 
weight of pain or sickness especially:  

We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially: Sue 
Cochran, Judy Haye-Coll, Jennifer Dominguez, David James, El-
wood Jensen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Marge Koehler, Olivia 
Lake, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Marilyn Norman, 
Helen Person, Jim Person, Evelyn Pyle, Tom Rohrbacher, Pat 
Reitz, Carol Romanowitz, Irene Swann, Harry & Diane Wulf, 
those who mourn, victims and survivors of trauma or violence. 
Give respite to those living with PTSD or any other mental health 
concerns.  

We offer prayers of thanksgiving for Bishop Holmerud ’s 13 years 
of service to the Sierra Pacific Synod—may his legacy live on 
through the good works of the many who was touched by his ser-
vice.  Prayers of hope and joy as we welcome Bishop-elect, Me-
ghan Rohrer , as they begin their service to the Synod in August 
2021. 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis 

Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ...  

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED 

Social Media 

Remember to check your Face-

book and the St. John’s web-

site regularly for updates on 

events and to access our ser-

mon podcasts.   

You can also find member-

specific information on our 

internal web pages.   

See the Council Secretary for 

more information. 



NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 



MOTHER’S DAY PICTURES (THANK YOU, BETTY!) 

‘ELCA social  teaching supports human rights for all people , regard-

less of their sex (biological), genera or sexuality.  This stance is root-
ed in respect and welcome for all people as created in the image of 

God and evident in the ELCA”s longstanding commitment to protect-

ing civil and human rights” - Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Call to Ac-

tion 2019—Elizabeth A. Eaton, Bishop 

June—Pride Month 2021 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lu theran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road  

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski  

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Zoom—10am Sunday mornings 
 

Visit our website:  
Stjohnsantioch.org  

 
 

Grow in Faith —Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion  

St. John’s Lu th eran Chu rch is 

a Steph en Minis try Congre-

gation.  If you are in n eed of 

support or th e care of a 

listening h eart, con tact our 

Church Admi nistra tor.  

John & Lori Rehana 

June 1 

Tim & Kris Coley 

June 14 

Mark & Dee Goldstein 

June 25 

 

Marilyn Norman 

June 2 

Silvia Treichelt 

June 5 

Barry Sterud 

June 6 

Julie Ellingson 

June 7 

Bobbie Crossland 

June 12 

Jonathan Rehana 

June 17 

Jacob Andelin 

June 27 

Wendy Shearer 

June 22 

Shamar Seaforth 

June 23 

Jim Linman, Jr. 

June 27 

Bob Reed 

June 30 

 


