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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

We celebrate several things this month of 

May.  On May 9th Mother’s Day, we honor 

all mothers and those who have been a 

mother figure to us.  On May 31st, Memori-

al Day, we remember all the men and wom-

en who died serving our country.  Also, in 

this month as we conclude our Easter sea-

son celebrations, May 23rd   marks for us as 

Christians the day that we celebrate Pentecost – the time of the Holy 

Spirit descending to abide with us.   

We are still rejoicing in the light of the Resurrection.  The “Alleluias” 

remain upon our lips.  But with the gift of the Spirit, comes the question, 

“How does the news of the Resurrection translate into something tangi-

ble within our world?”  More importantly, what are we, the people of St. 

John’s, doing to profess and truly celebrate this promise of salvation that 

only the cross can bring?   

The Good news is that we remain connected through the technology op-

tions that our hard-working worship team has provided.  Some of the 

Covid restrictions are loosening.  Our people are getting vaccinated.  Our 

leadership is beginning to look at connecting with other local organiza-

tions to participate in some communal, interfaith programs that will ben-

efit those in need within our community.  We continue to provide crea-

tive Zoom events, and now the possibility of some outdoor activities can 

occur.   

The blessings of the Holy Spirit are always present.  The hard part is al-

lowing the Spirit to work within us.  For even as we “groan in pain,” as 

Romans Chapter 8 tells us, trying to wait patiently for this to end, we 

also continue to believe in the “hope” for which we are “saved.”   

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel Semovoski 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Council President’s Comments, May 2021 

Opening for Worship Services:  The process has begun to allow  a 

limited number of people into the Sanctuary for Sunday worship.  We contin-

ue to take small but progressive and safe steps.  To facilitate the number of 

people entering the church for worship, a Registration Process has been es-

tablished.  See the details for this process in your emails or call the church 

office.   

Please be aware that the worship service will be much different than before, 

until we are at much safer levels for meeting together in person and indoors. 

There will be no passing of the peace, hugs, group singing, or conversations.  

Congregational responses within the liturgy should be whispered while wear-

ing your face masks.  Holy Communion and the collection of the Offering will 

be conducted very differently. Please see the video we have created. The ser-

vice will not be followed by Fellowship time inside the church.  The way you 

exit will not be the way you entered the church.  Once again, please see the 

video on the church’s website. 
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The task force will be publishing a detailed list of guidelines that must be followed to ensure the continued safety 

of all who participate. For some, worshipping via Zoom may still be the safest means by which to participate.   

Zoom: W hat you say, w ill be heard by EVERY ONE .  This is why we attempt to mute everyone once the ser-

vice starts.  So, if you come in late and do not want EVERYONE to hear your cough, burp, dog, sneeze, whistling, 

singing, please mute your Zoom.  Even as we allow a few people to attend worship service inside the Sanctuary, 

most of our members will continue to view the worship services via Zoom.  Zoom is a great way for the members of 

our congregation to see and talk to one another.  But please remember, when you are not muted and your video is 

on, EVERYONE hears and sees you. There are no personal or private conversations on Zoom unless you know how 

to use the “chat” feature which allows you to type a message to individuals or the entire group.  So, the safest thing 

to do when you enter a Zoom session is to MUTE your microphone until you wish to speak.   

Synod Assembly:  The 33rd Synod Assem bly of the Sierra Pacific Synod w ill be held online using 

Zoom and Lumi Online Voting May 6 - 8, 2021.  Our representative will be Lynn Ferguson, Marietta Poldrack, and 

Pastor Rachel.  A new Bishop will be elected.  Please keep them all in your prayers. 

Gates:  The church council is considering placing gates at the three parking lot entrances.  Lately, 

there has been an increase in the abuse of our campus and parking lot in particular.  Garbage has been dumped.  

Cars make donut maneuvers.  People use it as an auto repair shop.  Other use it as overnight lodging.  Mike Laituri 

is in the process of collecting cost proposals for council discussions.  When we have staff on board during daytime 

hours, the gates will be open for members to gain easy access.   

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 
day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  
 

2 CORINTHIANS 4:16-17  



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

Our April meeting focused on continued review and discussion how to reo-

pen St. John’s.  We were encouraged with recent reports from Contra Costa 

County on the progress in the fight against Covid-19 and we are hopeful 

that this positive trend is an answer to prayer.  We continue to monitor 

State and County requirements while taking those tentative steps toward 

being able to fully welcome back our family of faith and our community.  

So, what does that mean?  What does a return look like to you and what 

does it look like for our community?  As a council, we encourage you to let 

us know how you are feeling about a return and what you would like to see 

for this uncertain but promising next few months.  Change is hard … even 

when the change seems to be a “return” to what we have.  Together we are 

united and stay strong as we move forward. 

Here are some highlights from our meeting: 

 Our first few weeks of onsite worship had small but excited members 

attend.  Registration and coordination of onsite worship has been go-

ing well.  We have had a few bumps in the road with the coordination 

of Zoom and onsite worship, but they are working out with each week.  

We appreciate everyone’s patience as we work through the technology 

required to meet the multiple needs. 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars are adding up.  If you are a Thrivent member 

and have not looked into how Choice Dollars work, check with Manny 

or Mary Soliz . 

 As the community begins to open up from the pandemic requirements, 

we have seen some increase in questions about use of our facility.  We 

are encouraged that we are seen by our community and that organiza-

tions and members of our own congregation value our facility.  We ap-

proach each request for use of the facility on a case-by-case basis. 

 The fence has come down from around the Administrative Building.  

We are looking at options to protect our property from dumping and 

other trespassing.  Mike Laituri is obtaining bids for a variety of fenc-

ing options that we will be looking at over the next few months.  The 

next step in the care of our facility will be the external campus. 

 Kudos to the Pfahl-Althaus Family and Rehana Family for their amaz-

ing efforts in decorating and supporting Easter worship services. 

 Kudos to Lynn Ferguson for her continued work on tree trimming and 

external campus upkeep. 

It is with hopeful optimism that we may “see” you soon. 

Your Church Council  

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Communication:  Audra Goldstein (non-voting) 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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Stay connected—in person or 

virtually— by joining us for one 

of these upcoming events. 
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



The church is strong when it prays together.  We ask you to hear 
the prayers of our hearts and our minds as we reach out to you in 
fellowship and community.  Asking that you bring consolation to 
those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or de-
feated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. 
Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the 
weight of pain or sickness especially:  

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with 
hope: those who are afraid or confused, those who are sick or suf-
fering, those who are dying, and those who grieve especially: 

We pray for all in need of your love: those who are poor, lowly, 
outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all (especially) 
Sue Cochran, Judy Haye-Coll, Jennifer Dominguez, David James, 
Elwood Jensen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Marge Koehler, 
Olivia Lake, Ned Lilliclh, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, 
Marilyn Norman, Jim Person, Tom Rohrbacher, Pat Reitz, Carol 
Romanowitz, Irene Swann, Harry & Diane Wulf, and those who 
mourn. Hear us, O God.  Your Mercy is great. 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis 

Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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MAY CELEBRATIONS 

Social Media 

Remember to check your Face-

book and the St. John’s web-

site regularly for updates on 

events and to access our ser-

mon podcasts.   

You can also find member-

specific information on our 

internal web pages.   

See the Council Secretary for 

more information. 

 

Sunday, May 9 Monday, May 31 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download a QR Code app on your 

cell phone; fill out your personal 

and banking information (one 

time only); scan the above code 

and choose the ministry you wish 

to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Zoom—10am Sunday mornings 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Grow in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Pete  & Therese Norlander 

May 3 

Brandon & Allison Coburn 

May 4 

Barry & Sharon Sterud 

May 10 

Bob & Julie Commins 

May 14 

Irene Swann 

May 4 

Rose Dias 

May 6 

Kirby Hayes 

May 6 

Ada Lindborg 

May 10 

Ruth Dobler 

May 10 

Steve Ramirez 

May 12 

Pat Person 

May 13 

Brian Santos 

May 15 

Chuck Keller 

May 24 

Aylin Reyes 

May 26 

Corey Sater 

May 28 

Tyler Fuchs 

May 29 

Anthony York 

May 29 

 


