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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

John Bunyan's story Pilgrim's Progress is a classic.  

The story is about the character, Christian, who be-

gins his journey out of the City of Destruction to the 

final destination of the Celestial City.  He has a spir-

itual guide, Evangelist, who helps him on this jour-

ney.  Of course, like real life, many obstacles are 

placed in his path, guiding Christian away from his 

relationship with God.  Christian falls into a bog 

called the Slough of Despond and meets Worldly 

Wiseman, who urge him to lead a practical, happy 

existence without religion.  

Fortunately, Christian also befriends characters like Goodwill, Faithful, and Hopeful 

along his journey.  The Rev. John M. Mulder says in his article Pilgrim’s Progress: You 

Can’t Make It Alone, “John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, has often been viewed as the 

archetypal struggle of the solitary Christian toward the goal of salvation. It is that, to be 

sure, but to see it that way may miss an equally important insight. No one makes the 

journey alone.”   

Salvation comes from God.  Though we are indeed God’s beloved children, we will al-

ways fall short in desperate need of God’s grace.  We discovered this lesson our First 

Sunday in Lent.  Jesus is cast out into the wilderness for forty days and nights, seemingly 

alone.   But, Jesus does, in fact have helpers with him. And ultimately God journeys with 

Him every step of the way to the Cross.    

We too, like the character Christian, will face insurmountable obstacles along the way.  

Maybe some we can overcome, and others will feel like a brick wall.  But, remember in 

our Lenten journey, (and sadly in our pandemic journey) we do not suffer alone.  For the 

Bible contains countless verses reminding us of God’s presence!   

So when you feel lost, discouraged, or simply alone, here are a few hopeful, familiar 

verses to reference: Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I 

will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

Isaiah 41;  

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 

you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. Psalm 23;  

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8 

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel Semovoski 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Opening for Worship Services:  A few  m onths ago, the Executive 
committee put together COVID-19 Safety Protocols for St. John’s and our Min-
istry Partners during the pandemic and for re-opening the church for various 
activities. This was approved by the Church Council. To view this document, 
you can find it within the INTERNAL section under the topic of ABOUT US. 
With the vaccinations beginning to take place and the County tiers changing in 
a positive direction, a task force has been meeting to start planning the re-
opening of the church for worship service with a limited number of people.  

The process will take place in small but progressive steps.  First, we will have to 
practice having worship leaders in the Sanctuary while still being able to broad-
cast to the entire congregation via Zoom.  Then we will gradually allow a small 
number of congregants to attend a worship service, but not exceeding the 
County regulations.  We hope to begin testing in mid-March so that MAYBE we can zoom our Easter Service from 
within the Sanctuary with the addition of a limited number of people in attendance.   

Please be aware of the fact that the worship service will be much different than before, until we are at much safer 
levels for meeting together in person indoors. There will be no passing of the peace; hugs, and group singing or con-
versations.  Holy Communion and the collection of the Offering will be conducted very differently. The service will 
not be followed by a Fellowship time.  The way you exit will not be the way you entered the church.   

The task force will be publishing a detailed list of guidelines that must be followed to ensure the continued safety of 
all who participate. For some, worshipping via Zoom may still be the safest means by which to participate.   

PPP- Second Draw Loan Program: I received inform ation that the SBA is granting another  round of 
PPP Loans.  This Second Draw Loan Program works differently than the first round.  To qualify, the business will 
have to show at least a 25% decrease in gross earnings in 2020 compared to 2019.  If that is demonstrated, the busi-
ness will receive 2.5 times the average monthly payroll for 2020.  I have forwarded the application, instructions, 
worksheet, and a copy of our first PPP application to Patty and Sherrie for their input. 

Give with Your Cellphone Using this QR Code:  This is a new and OPTIONAL means by w hich week-
ly contributions and donations can be made.  For specific instructions, go to the GIVING section of our website.  
The main advantage is that is quick and easy, especially for visitors who view our worship services over social me-
dia. Making contributions online through Simple Giving or mailing your envelopes to the church are still accepta-
ble. 

 

In His Service, 

Bill Dietz 
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Curious about what this might be?  Join 

our Wednesday evening Lenten services 

to find out if this is Bill?  Or a well placed 

look alike.  Wednesdays—6:30 p.m. 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

We hope that you are staying safe and well as we continue to serve and worship re-
motely.  As we enter this time of Lent, we are reminded to reflect on what it means to 
be follower’s of Christ … however you chose to reflect, remind yourself that we are all 
God’s children and as such we are supported and embraced by a community that loves 
us.  If you have questions or want to talk, there are many opportunities to stay con-
nected … from Sunday Worship, to Bible Study … to crafts and games.  We are not 
alone in a desert, but we are  lifted up and encouraged by the shared experiences and 
support of a family of faith. 

  

Notes from the Council Meeting, February 9 

 We continue to evaluate the ongoing regulations and restrictions on opening the 
Facility for worship and activities; we are working actively with our Ministry Part-
ners and staying connected to the County to understand what is required to reo-
pen.  We will not reopen the facility until we are comfortable that it is a safe  place 
for people  to worship.   

 Our annual report to the Synod and County Exemption papers were discussed 
and approved for processing. 

 We are looking at offering our ministry partner, Antioch Christian Center, use of 
our internet.  As you may recall, Antioch Christian Center has allowed us to use 
their internet since the fire with no cost.  We are reviewing what would need to be 
done in order to allow additional parties to access. 

 Our property assistants are paid minimum wage which went up in January 2021.  
Sherrie is working with our payroll department  to process. 

 We voted to move forward with a new awning for the administrative building to 
replace the one damaged during the replacement of the administrative building.  
Mike Laituri provided multiple bids for review and it was determined that a re-
placement was more cost effective then a reconstruction. 

 Discussion regarding the need for fencing around the facility.  The facility has 
been impacted by people dumping trash and larger items on our property that we 
have to coordinate and pay to have removed.  Mike Laituri will be looking at  vari-
ety of different option to provide more protection for our property. 

 Sherrie Downie has worked with Vanco to get a QR code which will allow for per-
sons to make donations on our Website and Facebook pages, and also directly 
during worship service all through an app on their cell phone.  If you would like to 
know more, contact Brita Bleuel or Sherrie Downie. 

 Ministry reports: 

  AV is working with Fellowship on some fun outreach/connecting projects 

 Children and Family Ministry will have hosted our first virtual family game 
night—BINGO—on February 19 

 Valentine Crafting—March 3—joint effort  

We rejoice that we are a family of faith and wish you good health as we pray for a time 
when we can be together.  Stay strong in faith. 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Communication:  Audra Goldstein (non-voting) 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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Zoom Worship  
Information 

There has been some confusion re-
cently over what Zoom link to use to 
participate in St. John’s Events.   

There are only three links that we use 
for events:  

Worship Services—defined as any 
worship service held on behalf of St. 
John’s, including Sunday morning, 
midweek and special services 

https://zoom.us/j/95436299274?
pwd=dTNONkZIbjNLWUNoZlVlNEU
ySnp0QT09 

Bible Study—defined as any Bible 
Study, including the current Wednes-
day morning sessions 

https://zoom.us/j/95438553841?
pwd=WUowMjdqOVcxSjNaMHkwZl
VoOFZVUT09  

Ministry Activities—defined as 
Fellowship, Children’s Ministry and 
community activities (game night): 

https://zoom.us/j/94622414458?
pwd=bVoxT0FsQUVRWHRIWmMrY
kJXOC9Wdz09 

Feel comfortable saving these links 
for future activities and if you ever 
have questions, please let a member 
of the Council know. 

Social Media 

Remember to check your Face-

book and the St. John’s web-

site regularly for updates on 

events and to access our ser-

mon podcasts.   

You can also find member-

specific information on our 

internal web pages.   

See the Council Secretary for 

more information. 

Worship%20Services
Worship%20Services
Worship%20Services
Bible%20Study
Bible%20Study
Bible%20Study
Ministry%20Activities
Ministry%20Activities
Ministry%20Activities
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HAVE A FAVORITE HYMN?

LET PASTOR OR BRITA KNOW AND WE WILL 
INCORPOATE IT IN AN UPCOMING

ZOOM WORSHIP SERVICE

IF THERE IS A REASON IT IS SPECIAL TO YOU, 
LET US KNOW AND WE WILL SHARE THAT IN 

THE POWER POINT PRESENTATION THAT 
SUNDAY MORNING

Wednesday Evening 
Lenten Worship Services
Beginning February 24
6:30 p.m. (via Zoom)

For this Season of Lent, we will examine through weekly skits, 
some of the central themes of James’ ministry through the 
characters Tevye and Golde from Sholem Aleichem’s Tevye and 
His Daughters.  Or better known to us from Jerry Bock’s Fiddler 
on the Roof.

Special guest actors will join us to portray Tevye and Golde
All are invited – please invite guest to join in this special 
worship service.

St. John’s
Craft Ministry 
Welcomes You
to join us

March 3
6:00 p.m.

Prior to Lent
Worship Service

Contact Betty Cornwell if you
would like to participate



The church is strong when it prays together.  We ask you to hear the prayers of our hearts and 
our minds as we reach out to you in fellowship and community.  Asking that you bring consola-
tion to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those 
living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor 
under the weight of pain or sickness especially:  

Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing danger-
ous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who suffer es-
pecially: Joseph I, Joseph II and Robert Black Bear, Sue Cochran, Marcia Coley, Judy Haye-Coll, 
David James, Elwood Jensen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Marge Koehler, Olivia Lake, Ned Lil-
liclh, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Jim Person, Jennifer Dominguez, Dale Smith, Irene 
Swann, Harry & Diane Wulf; those who mourn the death of Billie Allums (sister in-law of Elwood 
Jensen), Mark Halvorson (son of Jim & Sharon Halvorson), the family of Eva Goplen and the 
family of Joseph 1 Black Bear who mourn the death of their mother and mother in law.  

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan 

Eickmann Wright. 

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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SAVE THE DATE—MARCH 

Lenten Worship Services—March 3—March 29—6:30 p.m.—Worship Service Zoom Link 

Morning Prayer & Coffee—March 3-31—9:00 a.m.—Bible Study Zoom link 

March Madness—March 18—April 5—you’re on your own for this one  

Easter Basket Crafts—March 3 (6:00 p.m.) - Worship Service Zoom link 

St. Patrick’s Day—March 17—all day —you’re on your own for this one  

Maundy Thursday—April 1—6:30 p.m.—Worship Service Zoom link 

Good Friday—April 2—6:30 p.m.—Worship Service Zoom Link 

Easter Sunday  — April  4—10:00 a.m.—Worship Service Zoom Link 



NEWS BRIEF … OR BRIEF NEWS 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Zoom Service 

February  17 

Pastor Lori Eickmann, former interim minster at St. John’s sent a note to Bill Dietz that she has been hired as interim 

pastor at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Sunnyvale.  We offer prayers to St. Luke’s during this time of transition and for 

their partnership with Pastor Lori.  May they have the same blessed experience as we had. 

 

Congratulations to Captain CH Joshua Semovoski, Chaplain Corps, United States Air Force, who recently graduated 

from The Air Force Basic Chaplains Course.  Chaplain Semovoski is currently on Active Duty at Travis Air Force Base in 

Fairfield.  He serves alongside Pastor/Captain CH Jason Bense (Gethsemane and Our Redeemer Lutheran Churches, 

Sacramento) who serves as a Reserve Chaplain at Travis.  Thanks to these Chaplains for their service.  Chaplain Semovo-

ski is married to Pastor Rachel Semovoski who recently began service as the pastor at St. John’s Lutheran Church in An-

tioch. 

 

Best wishes to Robert Schwenke as he prepares to move to Texas in March.  A note from Bob:  “As of March 1st. I will be 

moving to New Braunfels Texas so will be resigning my membership at St. Johns. It has been a great experience being a 

part of the congregation over the years and will miss them while I seek another church in that area of the world. Give my 

best to all. My new address is 1213 Gardenia Drive New Braunfels, Tx. 78130.  IN GOD WE TRUST, Robert Schwenke” 

STEPHENS MINISTRY 

 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

Did you know we had a Mission Endowment fund?  Or 

that you can donate to the Fund at anytime?  Check out 

the following link:  https://stjohnsantioch.org/mission

-endowment-fund/ for more information. 

By supporting the Mission Endowment, we believe … 

 in the future of our church, 

 that what we have is a trust from God, 

  that we are building a sense of permanence in 

what we do, 

 we are being good stewards as a church family, 

 we are providing ministries funds to achieve their 

dreams, 

 we continue the heritage we enjoy for future gener-

ations 

 and we provide  a way for others to support and 

care for one another 

endowment
endowment


PHOTO GALLERY—FEBRUARY  

 

Ash Wednesday 

Zoom Service 

February  17 

Congratulations to the winners of our Family Game Night—BINGO 

Kermit Sveen, Jerry Ellingson and Lynn Ferguson 

Congratulations, Angela Faust 

for winning the Principals Award 
Our part of our Family of Faith 

Worshiping on Ash Wednesday 



To make a donation to support St. 

John’s and its many ministries 

download the a QR Code app on 

your cell phone; fill out your per-

sonal and banking information 

(one time only); scan the above 

code and choose the ministry you 

wish to support. 

All donations are tax-deductible 

and support St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Antioch. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Zoom—10am Sunday mornings 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Grow in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 

Blamasee & Famang Dorley 

March 14 

Andrew & Rhonda Faust 

March 14 

 

Steve & Kathy Ramirez 

March 16 

Stephannie Rehana 

March 2 

Ken Gann 

March 3 

Stephan Hinkle 

March 3 

Ian Commins 

March 7 

Shirley Keller 

March 7 

Hollis Cooksey 

March 8 

Carol Slinde 

March 6 

Kathy Ramirez 

March 10 

Alfred Seaforth 

March 11 

Greta Grimes 

March 12 

Angela Faust 

March 14 

Jody Jeffrey 

March 17 

Kaitlyn Johnson 

March 18 

Keith Knapp 

March 18 

Madison Downie 

March 18 

Faith Andelin 

March 20 

Ronald Lee 

March 22 

Wayne Butler 

March 23 

Brooke Farrington 

March 26 

Jerry Ellingson 

March 28 

Brien Devine 

March 29 

Justin Downie 

March 30 

 


