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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

Our world may still be in the midst of a 

pandemic, but God’s love does not hide in the 

shadows.  J. R.R. Tolkien, in “The Fellowship of 

the Ring,” brings to light that “The world is in-

deed full of peril, and in it there are many dark 

places; but still there is much that is fair, and 

though in all lands love is now mingled with 

grief, it grows perhaps the greater.”  

Ash Wednesday is upon us again.  Thankfully, because of the gift of 

technology, we will gather for worship via Zoom.  Ash Wednesday packets will be 

assembled and distributed to those who desire them.  This will allow us the op-

portunity to place a cross of ash upon our own foreheads.  We will not physically 

be in the same room, however, the words remain unchanged, “Remember you 

are dust, and to dust you shall return.”   

For many the tradition of receiving an ashen cross upon our foreheads is 

of great importance.  It keeps us aware that there is indeed a greater power than 

our own selfish desires in this world.  Yet, it does remain but a symbol.  For what 

truly lies at our hearts is always the focus for God.   

Lent is often seen as this time of somber self-sacrifice.  This is true to 

some degree.  We should certainly acknowledge that we are in desperate need of 

God’s grace.  But, even where the horror of the cross is present, grace and mercy 

can be found.   Our Gospel texts for this Season keep reminding us that we return 

to a God who is gracious, merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love.   

So perhaps, this Lenten journey should not simply be about giving 

something up, but instead about sharing more of God’s immeasurable love.  For 

are we not in dire need of this right now?  We can see repentance only as a fright-

ening appearance before an angry God.  Or, instead, as Tolkein says in our quote 

above, maybe we can come to understand that “love” “mingled with grief,” can 

grow greater!  In the same way then, that returning to God can become more of a 

homecoming to the one who longs to save us in the midst of our trials and fears.  

For it is easy to point to what we are lacking now.  It is a lot harder to find that  

which has been gifted.   

(continued on page 2) 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Offering Envelopes:  The offer ing envelopes for  2021 have been distributed 
to those using them.   

New Office Building: As w ith any construction project, there are always 
little things that still need to be completed after the main work is completed. All five 
exterior lights are working.  The interior EXIT sign has been properly installed. Gutters 
and downspouts have been installed.  The building has passed City and Fire District 
inspections.  Denalect has installed an alarm system and is operational.  The donated 
security camera system has been installed.  I purchased, painted and installed cages 
around the three outside cameras. 

The IT company, My PC Partners, with which the church contracts, has re-connected 
the Cat 6 cables that run between the office building and main church building.  They 
were also able to get Comcast to splice its cable feeding into the building because it 
appeared to have been damaged during demolition.  My PC Partners also re-connected 
the cable from the exterior Comcast box into the building’s IT room. We have approved 
the Comcast contract and final installation is scheduled to take place at the end of Jan-
uary.   Gary Freedman, Mike Laituri, and I have spent many hours making sure these final steps get accomplished. 

PPP- Second Draw Loan Program: I received inform ation that the SBA is granting another  round of PPP 
Loans.  During the first round, we applied for and received a loan to support our payroll through the PPP Loan Program.  That 
loan has been forgiven 100%.   

This Second Draw Loan Program works differently than the first round.  To qualify, we will have to show at least a 25% decrease 
in gross earnings in 2020 compared to 2019.  If that is demonstrated, the we will receive 2.5 times the average monthly payroll 
for 2020.  I have forwarded the application, instructions, worksheet, and a copy of our first PPP application to Patty and Sherrie 
for their input of the figures we need. 

Congregational Officers Meeting:  I participated in this m eeting held via Zoom  on Saturday, January 9 th.  The 
topics that were discussed included: 

 -   The 2020 Congregational Report and the Plan for Giving are due. 

 -   Conference Gathering will be held in February or March 

 -   There WILL be an election of a new Bishop at the Synod Convention which will most likely be via Zoom. 

 -   I asked about other electronic means by which congregations are receiving contributions.  

Church Gutters: I had already started cleaning m ost of them  but needed an extension ladder  for  a few  other  
sections.  Two companies wanted to charge us $300 to complete the work.  Since Mike Laituri had a small portable extension 
ladder, we decided to save the church some money and finished cleaning the gutters AND downspouts ourselves.  We also placed 
strainers in the gutters at the open of the downspouts.  Since then, I have purchased and donated a 20-foot extension ladder for 
future gutter cleaning, tree trimming, and painting. 

Tree Pruning & Cutting:  More trees on our  cam pus need attention and the dead ones needs to be cut down.  To 
save some money, we scheduled a small work party, but then the county turned “purple”, so I felt it was best to cancel the activi-
ty.  But since Lynne Ferguson and her daughter, Alysia, live together, they were willing to tackle the cutting down of the dead 
Mayten tree near the gazebo. While cleaning the gutters, I was also able to trim back some of the maple tree branches hanging 
over the east side of the main church building.   

In His service, Bill Dietz  
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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS (CONTINUED) 

Therefore, we will rejoice in God’s love at our Valentine’s Zoom Gathering on February 10th at 6:30PM.  The following 
Wednesday, February 17th at 6:00PM we will come together again as we remember to whom we belong to and how that trans-
forms the kind of person God calls each of us to be.  Because, “God’s love was revealed among us in this way:” 1 John 4 tells us, 
“God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  And therefore, we can hold tight to the truth that “God is 
love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.”  

In Christ, Pastor Rachel Semovoski 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

February, the month of love, what a special time to reach out to someone who might 
be alone or feeling the fatigue of a long pandemic.  As it says in Matthew 25:40, 
“whatsoever you do to the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me”.   

Which reminds us that all the w ork w e do, all the m inistr ies w e host, we 
serve a God who gave us the ultimate in love.  With gratitude and thanksgiving to all 
who give so much to keep St. John’s moving forward during this ongoing time of un-
known.  We love you! 

Notes from the Council Meeting, January 12 

 The Council approved working with Connie and our team of crack delivery opera-
tives to package and deliver ashes to those who wish to participate in an Ash 
Wednesday Service on February 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

 The Synod is moving forward with the annual Synod Assembly.  We need one 
additional member to represent St. Johns.  All meetings will be held virtually—
including the vote for a new Bishop.   

 Discussion and vote to move forward to look into whether the second PPP loan 
would be beneficial to St. John’s.  There are different requirements from the last 
loan so we want to make sure that there is value to moving forward with a second 
loan. 

 Discussion and vote to move forward with the Comcast contract—finally!  This 
has been a labor of—maybe not love—but dedication. Thank you to Mike, Bill and 
Gary for getting this to the finish line. 

 Our current Facility Agreements will be extended until the pandemic regulations 
have been lifted.  Active Facility Partners have agreed with remaining under cur-
rent agreement. 

 Turns out we get to keep the fencing around the new administrative building for a 
few more months—for no extra cost.  An administrative error is allowing us this 
extra blessing. 

 Thank you to Lynn and her daughter, Bill and Mike for their work on the outdoor 
facility.  Tree trimming, gutter cleaning and various other projects continue to 
move forward as we look toward caring for our facility. 

 Ministry reports: 

  AV is working with Fellowship on some fun outreach/connecting projects 

 Baja trip is not moving forward for 2021 (hopeful for 2022) 

 Valentine Crafting—February 10—joint effort  

We rejoice that we are a family of faith and wish you good health as we pray for a time 
when we can be together.  Stay strong in faith. 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Communication:  Audra Goldstein (non-voting) 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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A Little Mouse Told Us … secrets 
from Fellowship Time (shhhhh!) …. 

  

A note from Carol Schmalenberger as 
submitted by Pat Reitz: 

 

Jerry is doing well with the hip.  He 
was walking when he came home 
from the rehab facility and we contin-
ue walking to our meals in the dining 
room.  He is using the walker we re-
ceived from Helen Person to go out of 
the apartment and the small walker 
that Medicare gives him around the 
apartment, as it works better in the 
bathrooms.  I have to watch about not 
crossing legs and such, as he doesn't 
remember not to do that.  Otherwise, 
we plug along every day.  We have 
physical therapy, occupational thera-
py, a bathing assistant, and a nurse 
once a week.  This will last a couple 
of weeks before we are turned out on 
our own again.  Can be intrusive. 

 

Otherwise we're okay.  Waiting until 
we can get vaccine.  Who knows 
when that will be? 

 

Carol 

 

Fellowship time continues to be a 
blast—whether you like to just sit and 
listen or get into the mix of fun and 
laughter, be sure to grab your cup of 
coffee and cookie (smiles) … and stay 
and visit a bit. 

If you have something fun to share, 
“click your mouse” and let us know! 
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Valentine Day Crafting
February 10
6:00 p.m.
Via Zoom

Betty Cornwell will lead a fun 
valentine craft for all ages
Plus prayer and fellowship … and 
a good dose of love!

Don’t miss it!

A Service of Ashes
Wednesday, February 17

6:30 pm

Contact the church office by email
if you would like to receive ashes

May 7-9
Virtual Attendance

• Vote for the Bishop
• Shape the Future of the Synod
• Speakers & Agenda coming soon

Would You Like to Participate in Synod Assembly?

HAVE A FAVORITE HYMN?

LET PASTOR OR BRITA KNOW AND WE WILL 
INCORPOATE IT IN AN UPCOMING

ZOOM WORSHIP SERVICE

IF THERE IS A REASON IT IS SPECIAL TO YOU, 
LET US KNOW AND WE WILL SHARE THAT IN 

THE POWER POINT PRESENTATION THAT 
SUNDAY MORNING

February 19 – 6:30 p.m.
Register today to receive your Bingo cards!

Contact the church office for more information

Family 
Game 
Night 

Comes to 
Zoom



The church is strong when it prays together.  We ask you 
to hear the prayers of our hearts and our minds as we 
reach out to you in fellowship and community.  Asking 
that you bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace 
those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany 
those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain 
the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the 
weight of pain or sickness especially:  

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who 
are sick and hospitalized, those living with HIV/AIDS, 
those struggling with mental illness, those who are hun-
gry or homeless, and all in any need especially: Billie 
Allums (Elwood Jensen’s sister-in-law), Amy Black Bear 
(Relative Betty Cornwell), Sue Cochran (Relative of 
Lynda Oliver), Judy Haye-Coll, Eva Goplen, Merlin and 
Margot Johnson, Marge Koehler, Olivia Lake, Ned Lil-
liclh (relative of Pat Reitz), Kingston McFarland, Thalia 
Massoni, Jim Person, Jennifer Dominguez (relative of 
Silvia Treichelt), Rev. Jerry Schmalenberger, Dale Smith 
(Relative of Hal & Marilyn Norman), Irene Swann, Harry 
& Diane Wulf; and those who mourn the death of, Jo-
seph Heath (Husband of Darlene Heath) and Don Lezer, 
that God console all who suffer, let us pray. 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Fran-

cis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann 

Wright. 

In your precious and sustaining name we pray ... 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS 

Super Bowl—February 7 Valentine’s Day—February 14 President’s Day—February  15 

Since 1976, the United States has designated February as Black History Month.  

This year, the theme  is “Black Family: Representation, Identity and Diversity”.  

For more information go to, www.history.com or our own Sierra Pacific Synod’s 

racial and ethic ministry page at spselca.org.   



FELLOWSHIP FUN 

 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 

Facebook and the St. 

John’s website regularly 

for updates on events 

and to access our ser-

mon podcasts.   

You can also find mem-

ber-specific information 

on our internal web pag-

es.   

See the Council Secre-

tary for more infor-

mation. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND AN-

Paul & Peggy  Mills 

February 16 

Harry & Diane Wulf 

February 9 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Zoom—10am Sunday mornings 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Grow in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Andrew Faust 

February 1 

Lorelei Sater 

February 2 

Meghan Walsh 

February 2 

Manny Soliz 

February 4 

Corey Wolff 

February 5 

Josiah Eddings 

February 9 

Liz Hall 

February 11 

John Thomas Koehne 

February 11 

Dagny Sigurjonsdottir 

February 13 

Harry Wulf 

February 14 

Leesieh Dorley 

Februray 15 

Patti Koehne 

February 16 

Kumiko Freedman 

February 16 

Peggy Herzog-Mills 

February 17 

Joan Dieterich 

February 20 

Joseph Reitz 

February 20 

Steven Rehana 

February 27 

Richard Meucci 

February 28 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 


