
Remember that Worship Service is now “live” on Zoom—Sunday Mornings—10am 

January 2021 
Issue 1 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 
Antioch, California  94509 

The Faithful Times 

PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

 
Happy New Year!  As we look toward the future with 

the coming of the year 2021, we cannot help but look 

back and see all the challenges we have never seen 

before. COVID-19 has impacted individuals, fami-

lies, churches, businesses, and governments world-

wide. If that were not enough to deal with the 2020 

California wildfire season is the most extensive sea-

son recorded in California's modern history.  

Here at St. John's, we have done our best to be faith-filled while respond-

ing to things and events that came up. I often say light-heartedly, "they 

never taught this in Seminary." In other words, there was no "Pandemic 

101" or "Forest Fire 101" class! But, as we forge ahead into 2021, it is reas-

suring to know that we serve a God who never changes. Hebrews 13:8 

says, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." 

Experience tells us that we have no idea all the New Year will hold. Yet, 

even with the unknown, I hope and believe in the promise given to us at 

Christmas - that nothing is impossible with God.  The Light of the World has finally 

come!  His coming brings hope, joy, love, and peace as our Lord is revealed in all His 

glory to us during Christmas and now this Epiphany season. In January, we become like 

the wise men traveling from distances afar to witness the miracle of this babe.  We come 

before this little babe bearing our gifts.   

Many of us speak of St. John's as our "church family" or "church home." But some in 

this world are not so fortunate to have a place to call home. They live homeless without 

even the simple luxuries of food on the table, clothes, a car, or a television.  As we wel-

come this Son of God into our homes, allow Him to shine brightly in our hearts!  Please 

think of how fortunate we are.  How blessed we are.  When we come to God's home, 

everyone has a place at the table and welcomed equally.  As we visit this child Jesus, 

may our hearts reorient themselves and focus on the child who has nothing.  Because He 

offers us the greatest gift we will ever receive.        

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel Semovoski 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Offering Envelopes:  The offer ing envelopes for  2021 have arr ived.  
Please contact the Church Office or Sherrie Downie to arrange for a delivery or 
pickup.   

 

New Office Building: As w ith any construction project, there are 
always little things that still need to be completed after the main work is com-
pleted. All five exterior lights are working.  The interior EXIT sign has been 
properly installed. Gutters and downspouts have been installed.  The building 
has passed City and Fire District inspections.  Denalect has installed an alarm 
system.  The donated security camera system has been hooked up in the build-
ing, but the cameras have not yet put into place. The IT company, My PC Part-
ners, with which the church contracts, has re-connected the Cat6 cables that 
run between the office building and main church building.  They were also able 
to get Comcast to splice its cable feeding into the building because it appeared 
to have been damaged during demolition.  My PC Partners also re-connected the cable from the exterior Comcast 
box into the build’s IT room. At this point, we are reviewing the Comcast contract before we have them install 
their modem in the building to restore internet capabilities to the building.  Gary Freedman, Mike Laituri, and I 
have spent many hours making sure these final steps get accomplished. 

  

Church Gutters: The gutters on the m ain building needed cleaning.   I had already started clean-
ing most of them but needed an extension ladder for a few other sections.  Two companies wanted to charge us 
$300 to complete the work.  Since Mike Laituri had a portable extension ladder and we wanted to save the 
church some money, we decided to finish cleaning the gutters AND downspouts ourselves.  We also placed 
strainers in the gutters at the open of the downspouts.   

 

Tree Pruning & Cutting:  More trees on our campus need attention and the dead ones needs to be cut down.  To 
save some money, we scheduled a small work party, but then the county turned “purple”, so I felt it was best to 
cancel the activity.  But since Lynne Ferguson and her daughter, Alysia, live together, they were willing to tackle 
the cutting down of the dead Mayten tree near the gazebo. While cleaning the gutters, I was also able to trim back 
some of the maple tree branches hanging over the east side of the main church building.   

 

In His service, 

Bill Dietz  
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MISSION & OUTREACH SENDS THANKS 

Our Mission and Outreach Ministry Leaders would like to extend a great big 

thank you for the generous outpouring of support for Lutheran World Relief 

and Angel Tree.  Together we sent out over 25 gifts to persons who might 

otherwise not have had a Christmas gift—but more importantly might not 

have heard the message of God’s love. 

We are grateful for the continued support of our community of faith—

especially as so many are struggling during t his pandemic.  Those who re-

ceived the gifts are now surrounded by love and hope. 

Sharon Hayes and Bob Grimes 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

There are a lot of memes and cartoons featuring the end of 2020 and the 
beginning of 2021.  Some of them feature a dumpster burning t he year up 
(which we don’t really want to have another fire—smiles) others depict 
people running around in masks and eating on Zoom (been there  - done 
that).  But what do we know as Christians about the end of one year and 
the beginning  of another:  if you keep your faith intact, God will help you 
overcome everything. 

As we have reflected in the newsletters since the start of the pandemic, we 
have overcome so much:  personal loss, loss of members of our faith com-
munity, inability to worship together, declining giving … but we have kept 
our faith intact and have been blessed.  Our new building is in place, 
members have stepped up in a variety of ways to support and care for one 
another, we Zoom Bible Study, Advent Devotions and even our traditional 
candlelight service, we have a new Pastor and we have the hope that God 
continues to bless our ministry at St. John’s. 

Let’s not throw the old year into the dumpster and catch it on fire – but 
let’s keep our faith intact and blaze brightly into the new year. 

Here are some highlights from our December meeting: 

New Ways to Connect in 2021.  The Council is working with Pastor Rachel 
to look at other ways to connect in 2021.  Additional Bible Studies, pod-
casts, social media outreach.  Do you have an idea?  Want to be involved in 
directing efforts in this area?  Reach out to a member of the Council—we’d 
love to have your input and support. 

Online Giving.  We continue to look at ways to provide opportunities for 
online giving through PayPal, Venmo or other options.  Discussion son 
crowd funding or grant programs.  In 2021, the Council will be looking at 
ways to apply for grants to help us with community ministry. 

Spring Fundraiser.  The Council approved moving forward with the pro-
posed Spring Fundraiser that Jim Person offered assistance with.  We will 
target funding for improvements to our property that can encourage visi-
tors.  Jim will send out an initial letter campaign to garner community 
support and  a task  committee has been put together to move this for-
ward. 

Crafting Ministry.  The Council is reviewing an idea from Gary Freedman 
to offer virtual crafting classes that take the social aspect of crafting and 
allow for connection to St. John’s in a nonthreatening, neutral environ-
ment.  A task committee has been put together to move this forward. 

Treasurer’s Report.   The good news our Payroll Protection Plan Loan 
through the CARES Act is completely forgiven!  The bad news our giving is 
still under and stretching our budget.  The Council continues to monitor 
and manage the budget closely to minimize costs. 

With gratitude for this opportunity to serve, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Communication:  Audra Goldstein (non-voting) 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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A Little Mouse Told Us … secrets 
from Fellowship Time (shhhhh!) …. 

Shirley and Chuck Keller found 
a way to celebrate while social dis-
tancing.  They were so happy to be 
able to see their family open gifts 
while staying safely behind a sliding 
glass door.  So glad they had a happy 
visit. 

Brita Bleuel participated in a 
community bell ringing in her neigh-
borhood that was started by some 
elementary school children.  With 
everyone masked and standing in 
their driveways, the bells were heard 
ringing.  This also led to a neighbor 
joining for Zoom services—safely 
masked, distanced and worshiping 
outside around a backyard fire pit. 

Eileen Blumhardt-Butler thanks 
for sharing the gratitude from Black 
Diamond Middle School for the grant 
that they received from the Endow-
ment Funds.  Eileen represented the 
Church at a Zoom recognition cele-
bration. 

Hal and  Marilyn Norman 
shared an adorable picture of their 
great granddaughter. 

Elf on a Shelf gets its ow n cate-
gory because we were able to meet 
many mischievous elves who made 
themselves known at Wednesday 
evening Advent services.  A favorite 
was when Brooklyn Colburn had to 
bring her Elf into the picture with a 
pair of tongs because you can’t touch 
an elf or it loses it’s magical charms.  
Thanks to all of our children who 
shared the elf-iscousness of the sea-
son. 

If you haven’t been able to join us for 
Zoom Worship and Fellowship con-
sider doing it … it is great fun!  And if 
you have been joining us but are a 
little shy … whip out those stuffed 
animals, pictures and stories and 
maybe you will join 
us in a future “a lit-
tle mouse told us”! 
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FAREWELLS AND BLESSINGS 

“Thank you to my church family for your prayers 

and support.  A Memorial Celebration Repass will 

be held in honor of Joe in 2021.  More information 

to follow.” 

Darlene Heath 

Donald Lezer 

9/20/24—12/28/20 

 

It is with deep sadness that we let our family of faith 

know that Donald Lezer passed away  

December 28, 2020. 

 

Service information will be provided when available. 

Let us pray: 

Please keep and carry these precious ones in their sadness and loss.  Cover them with your great wings of love, give their weary hearts rest and 

their minds sound sleep.  Lord, lift their eyes so that they may catch a glimpse of eternity and be comforted by the promise of heaven.   

Amen 

Dear Friends, 

 

As you now know, Gale passed away November 9, 
2020 after struggling with congestive heart failure. 

I do believe the Lord knew Gale was struggling 
hard so he said “enough” and took Gale by the 
hand and took him Home. 

Our many, many thanks to all for your prayers, 
cards, messages and wonderful meals.  

I know some of you too found it reassuring to know 
the Lord is walking you thru the “valley of the 
shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4) to comfort and 
strengthen you thru this grief and sadness. 

We are hoping to have a Celebration of Life for 
Gale hopefully in the near future providing Covid-
19 allows. 

It has been such a blessing to feel the kindness, 
caring and love you have given to me and my whole 
family.   

May God help you to continue to be a blessing to 
all thru this very difficult and trying times effecting 
everyone. 

Stay safe and God Bless, 

Barbara Martin 



You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accom-
pany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor 
under the weight of pain or sickness especially:  

Amy Black Bear (Daughter of Betty Cornwell), Sue Cochran ( Sister of Lynda Oliver), Julie Ellingson, Ju-
dy Haye-Coll, Eva Goplen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Marge Koehler (Carol Romanowitz’s friend), 
Olivia Lake, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Jim Person, Hannah Smith and Jennifer Dominguez 
(Silvia Treichelt’s relatives), Rev. Jerry Schmalenberger, Dale Smith (Nephew of Hal & Marilyn Norman) 
and Stephanie Smith (Daughter of Dale Smith and Great-Niece of Hal & Marilyn Norman), Irene Swann, 
Harry & Diane Wulf; and those who mourn the death of, Matthew Dobler (Ruth and Howard’s son), Kath-
leen Flemming, Dave Goplen, Joseph Heath (Husband of Darlene Heath), Mariza (Trejo Mejo) Kim, Don 
Lezer, Gale Martin (Husband of Barbara Martin), and the family of Clifford Rose.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann 

Wright. 

 

O God, we thank you for the fact that you have inspired men and women in all nations and in all cultures.  We call you 

different names:  some call you Allah; some call you Elohim; some call you Jehovah; some call you brahma; some call 

ou the Unmoved Mover.  But we know that these are all names for one and the same God.  Grant that we will follow 

you and become so committed to your way and your kingdom that we will be able to establish in our lives and in this 

world a brother and sisterhood, that we will e able to establish here a kingdom of understanding, where men and 

women will live together as brothers and sisters and respect the dignity and worth of every  human being.  In the 

name and spirit of Jesus.  Amen 

- prayer from Martin Luther King, Jr. 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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JANUARY CELEBRATIONS 

 

January 1, 2021 January 18, 2020 



MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Special Thank you to Magic Jaquez for the 

beautiful music and singing throughout  the 

Advent and Christmas worship services. 

We are blessed to have you as part of our 

family of faith! 

Special thank you to all of our worship as-

sistants, readers and lay assistants who 

made this Advent and Christmas season 

seem more “normal”! 

Amazing voices proclaiming the coming 

arrival and birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Special thank you to that mystery person 

who made sure our Advent wreath was front 

and center and well lit for our worship ser-

vices.  Who could that have been (Bill 

Dietz)? 

You “light up our lives”!  Literally! 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 

Facebook and the St. 

John’s website regularly 

for updates on events 

and to access our ser-

mon podcasts.   

You can also find mem-

ber-specific information 

on our internal web pag-

es.   

See the Council Secre-

tary for more infor-

mation. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND AN-

Bob & Brenda Whitlow 

January 23, 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Zoom—10am Sunday mornings 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Grow in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Quinton Carbajal 

January 10 

Lauren Coley 

January 14 

Tim Coley 

January 24 

Marilyn Ferguson 

January 17 

Bob Hall 

January 11 

Karl Nunnenkamp 

January 2 

Marietta Poldrack 

January 31 

John Rehana 

January 29 

 

Blake Rockenbaugh 

January 20 

Briana Santos 

January 9 

Shane Seaforth 

January 17 

Robert Shearer 

January 31 

Mike Slinde 

January 28 

Kathryn Steyaert-Meucci 

January 23 

Nanci Treichelt 

January 5 

Vaughan Treichelt 

January 17 

Gary Wilson 

January 31 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 


