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PASTOR R’S THOUGHTS 

 
“Prepare the Way of the Lord!”  It is under-
standable this year if the day after Thanks-
giving we decide to put up those Christmas 
decorations - we all need some JOY!  But 
remember that in the Advent season when 
the cultural gravity pushes us down the hill 
to Christmas way too fast, it is time to ap-
ply the brakes and slow down. It is time to 
sit with Isaiah and his people who longingly waited for the coming of the 
Promised One. Or we can stand with John the Baptist as he calls God’s 
people to prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
This slowing down process makes room for God’s Holy Spirit to show 
us those things in our own hearts that we might rather leave undisturbed 
and unacknowledged. We will hear each Sunday the Advent scriptures 
which urge repentance, another practice that is best not hurried through. 
It may not be pleasant to acknowledge the places in our lives where we 
have wandered; but God calls us to enter the season of Advent with an 
open heart and mind to accept the gift of Christmas that changes every-
thing! 
 
We hope you will join us for our Thanksgiving Eve service, November 
25 at 6:30PM on Zoom.  It will be a creative way to enjoy some pie and 
share other desserts and recipes. Then jump onto Zoom every Wednes-
day Evening in December at 6:30PM to craft an Advent wreath and hear 
the Biblical stories of the promise of the coming of God’s Son, Jesus 
Christ. Things are by no means “normal” right now.  But the promise 
remains, Emmanuel God is with us!  
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Rachel Semovoski 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

New Council Member: I w ould like to extend a hearty w elcom e to 
Mike Laituri to the church council.  Mike has been a VERY valuable asset to 
the church in his ability to read, interpret and discuss the contracts we re-
ceived from various contractors for the demolition and replacement of the 
burned office building.  He was instrumental in working with the City of Anti-
och and the County Fire District regarding permits.  He also sought out small 
business to complete some of the work at a much lower cost than those pro-
posed by some of the contractors.  

New Office Building: As w ith any construction project, there are 
always little things that still need to be completed after the main work is com-
pleted. Mike Laituri and I have been working with the contractor and others to 
get the ”punch list” of items completed.  We are still waiting for 3 of the 5 exte-
rior lights to be installed and for interior exit sign to be wired correctly.  Mike 
and I installed two fire extinguishers in order to pass city and fire inspections.  
We are currently in the process of getting quotes for gutters to be purchases installed at the north and south ends 
of the building.  We are also looking into the cost of having the awning over the door re-upholstered and mount-
ed.  We are also working on getting internet and telephone service restored to the building.  Gary Freedman is 
assisting in getting an alarm system installed as well as security cameras.  Bob and Brenda Whitlow have donated 
a four-camera system for us to use.      

CARES – PPP Loan: Our  $24,000 loan through the SBA has been forgiven. This w as very helpful-
ly in keeping our employees paid while contributions dwindled at the beginning of the pandemic.   

Repairs:  The AC unit for  the Fellow ship Hall w as repaired in tim e for  Election Day. Our Fellow -
ship Hall has typically been used as a voting place.    

Gutters: The gutters on the m ain building need to  be cleaned soon.  I have already started clean-
ing most of them but will need an extension ladder for other sections.  Please let me know if you have a extension 
ladder that extends over 12 feet and you can deliver it to the church. 

In His service, 

Bill Dietz  

Annual Congregational Meeting. 

You did it again!  Congratulations to the Congregation for gathering together and exceeding the needed quorum 
to hold the meeting and conduct the business of the church.  We had 81 members in attendance!  As a reminder, 
this meeting was at the half way point of our current Church year and included  information for all of 
2019/2020.  If you have not had a chance to review the Annual Report for a full picture of the Congregation in 
action, we encourage you to do so.  At our Annual Meeting, we conducted the following business: 

1. Pastoral Report and update—a look to the future  

2. Congregational Report—a fire, a pandemic … seems like the Old Testament comes to life … but St. John’s is 
rising from the flames to continue to support our community 

3. Reviewed leadership and special accomplishments 

4. Approved the nominations for the Executive Committee, Council and Committees—note that we still have 
some open spots—what better time to try your hand at Church leadership then when we are meeting virtual-
ly 

5. Approved the 2020/2021 budget—the budget is available as part of your Annual Report , please review so 
that you understand the delicate balance between giving and costs—even with a pandemic the  Church has 
bills and needs that have to be met. 

6. Approved the new Constitution (previously submitted to the Congregation) - which allows for—among other 
things—virtual participation in meetings and events. 

Great job, St. John’s!! 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

What does the pandemic mean in the greater sense of gathering and sup-
port for one another?  It is a question that may not be answered for some-
time, but, as a Congregation we continue to be blessed and encouraged by 
the many ways that we are finding to support one another.  We are hear-
ing stories of virtual connection, walks, phone calls, letters, cards and oth-
er ways that we work as a family of faith to connect to one another.  The 
Council would love to hear who you are connecting with and how.  These 
stories can lift our hearts and encourage us as we look to continued time 
apart. 

As has been since March, the Council continues to focus on understanding 
the requirements of the Synod, the County and the State in what worship 
will look like in the future.  In October we began to see a “light” that we 
may be able to open by the first of the year, but, as with all things in the 
pandemic, that changes and currently the Council does not see a way that 
we will be opening in the foreseeable future.  We continue to put our focus 
on improving our virtual opportunities at worship and finding ways to 
continue to encourage the Congregation to engage. 

Here are additional highlights from our meeting: 

Installation/Annual Meeting.  We finalized plans for the installation of 
Pastor Rachel.  Dean Tyler Jensen will attend via Zoom to install Pastor 
Rachel with the assistance of Bill Dietz.  Coordinated and approved final 
matters for the Annual Meeting, including review and approval of Annual 
Report, final budget and presentation.  Report and Budget sent to congre-
gation immediately following approval. 

Safety Protocols.  Reviewed and approved current safety protocols for 
when we open the facility. 

Treasurer’s Report.  There was no Treasurer’s Report this month due to 
some unique movement amongst accounts to manage the insurance costs 
for the building, the Endowment grants and scholarships and required 
payments to Pastor Lori Eickmann.  Currently there is still concern with 
the decrease in giving but we continue to look at minimizing costs and 
finding ways to encourage giving.  Looking at rolling out “tithe.com”  in 
the first quarter of 2021 (automatic giving through online). 

Spring Fundraiser.  Jim Person offered assistance with a fundraiser for a 
specific designated project.  Discussion on various project ideas and next 
steps.  Jim Person will be asked to join the Council in December to discuss 
options and ideas. 

Thanksgiving, Advent & Christmas.  Finalized discussions on virtual holi-
day celebrations.  Fellowship taking the lead on coordinating Loaves of 
Love (with support from volunteer drivers), Advent Wreath preparations 
for midweek Advent services and ongoing discussions on Christmas Eve 
(yet to be finalized). 

With gratitude for this opportunity to serve, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Communication:  Audra Goldstein (non-voting) 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
Property:  Mike Laituri 
Worship & Music:  Liz Hall (non-voting) 
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Your 2020/2021 
Council Members 

______________ 

Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

Bill Dietz, 
President 

Brita Bleuel 
Secretary 

Sherrie Downie 
Treasurer 

Gary Freedman 
Audio Visual 

Sharon Hayes 
Children & Family 

Audra Goldstein 
Communication Liaison 

(non-voting) 

Lynn Ferguson 
Congregational Care 

Betty Cornwell 
Fellowship 

Bob Grimes 
Mission & Outreach 

Mike Laituri 
Property 

Bill Dietz 
Worship & Music 

Liz Hall 
Worship & Music Liaison 

(non-voting) 

______________ 

Your council is here to serve the 
needs of the Congregation.  Meetings 
are held on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. by 
Zoom.  Meetings are open and all who 
wish to participate are encouraged to 
do so.  For Zoom log-in information, 
please contact the Council Secretary. 

We thank all those who have commit-
ted to this ministry for their time, tal-
ent and treasurers—but most im-
portantly for their faithful dedication 
to Christ’s mission in our community 
and the world. 

In Christ’s name we offer prayers for 
the continued good works for St. 
John’s. 
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 
BE SURE TO CATCH UPDATED INFORMATION ON MINISTRY CONNECTIONS AT ZOOM WORSHIP 10:00 A.MM. SUNDAY MORNINGS 

 

Join us and invite your friends to share in the true meaning of Christmas.  Especially with all that we face as 

a community and a world, to share in the light that is Christ will mean so much to those who seek peace,  

hope and harmony: 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Advent Services 
6:30 p.m.—Zoom 

Contact Betty Cornwell to arrange to pick-up a gift from St. John’s 

for families to use during our Wednesday evening services as we prepare the way of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Services 
10:00 a.m.—Zoom 

During this Advent time we will be including the traditional Advent readings 

songs and candle lighting.  If you would like to participate in reading, 

please contact Pastor Rachel. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
6:30 p.m.—Zoom 

Children and families are invited to join us early for a Children’s message 

and some carol singing.  Special events just for the youngest among us. 

Christmas PJs welcome!   

7:00 p.m.—Zoom 

Candlelight Service 

Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
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STEPHENS MINISTRY 

Thank you to all who donated a 

shoebox to Samaritan’s Purse this 

year.  Your gifts make a significant 

difference in the lives of children 

across the world! 

Here is a picture of our boxes ready 

for transit. 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE  
CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES 
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FELLOWSHIP FUN 

Want to have some fun on your Zoom celebrations this year … show your trivia skills with these fun facts: 

 

In the song “Frosty the Snowman” - what made Frosty come to life? 

Who played George bailey in the Christmas classic, “It’s a Wonder-

ful Life”? 

Part of a recent holiday fad, what “spy” hides around the house re-

porting back to Santa on who has been naughty or nice? 

What Christmas-themed ballet premiered in Saint Petersburg, Rus-

sia in 1892? 

What animated 2004 film is about a train that carries kids to the 

North Pole on Christmas Eve? 

What much-reviled Christmas edible is known for it’s long shelf 

life? 

What Bing Crosby song is the best-selling single of all time? 

Miracle on 34th Street centers on what real life department store? 

How many reindeer are featured in the poem “Twas the Night Be-

fore Christmas”? 

In the move “A Christmas Story” what was the name of the next 

door neighbors whose dogs ate the Christmas turkey? 

In the TV special “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”, what three 

words best describe the Grinch? 

What holiday movie sequel includes a cameo by now President, 

Donald Trump? 

What is the real reason for the season? 

Answers can be found on page 8. 

 



Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a community of faith to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, chronic pain, 

addiction, and other invisible illnesses especially:  

Garth Bendel, Sue Cochran ( Sister of Lynda Oliver), Julie Ellingson, the Fanning Family, Chris & Sheri 

Finstad, Judy Haye-Coll, Eva Goplen, Merlin and Margot Johnson, Marge Koehler (Carol Romanowitz’s 

friend), Olivia Lake, Andrea McCallister (friend of Betty Cornwell), Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, 

Jim Person, Alice Rostad, Hannah Smith and Jennifer Dominguez (Silvia Treichelt’s relatives), Dale 

Smith (Nephew of Hal & Marilyn Norman) and Stephanie Smith (Daughter of Dale Smith and Great-

Niece of Hal & Marilyn Norman), Irene Swann, Harry & Diane Wulf; and those who mourn the death of 

Dolores Danville, Matthew Dobler (Ruth and Howard’s son), Kathleen Flemming, Dave Goplen, Mariza 

(Trejo Mejo) Kim, Gale Martin (Husband of Barbara Martin), and Clifford Rose. 

Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann 

Wright. 

At this Christmas time we offer prayers of hope for our Congregation, our community and the World.  

As we look for the changing of the calendar to a new year, may the love of Christ shine brightly and 

bring to humanity the gift of forgiveness and love—standing on the foundation of equality, understand-

ing, compassion and joy. 

In the name of our Savior who was born on Christmas night,  

AMEN 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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DECEMBER CELEBRATIONS 

Hanukkah-December 10 
Christmas Day—December 25 

Kwanza—December 26 New Year’s Eve—December 31 

 

Christmas Eve— 

December 24 



 

In the song “Frosty the Snowman” - what made Frosty come to life? 

An old silk hat 

Who played George bailey in the Christmas classic, “It’s a Wonderful Life”?  

Jimmy Stewart 

Part of a recent holiday fad, what “spy” hides around the house reporting back 

to Santa on who has been naughty or nice? 

The Elf on the Shelf 

What Christmas-themed ballet premiered in Saint Petersburg, Russia in 

1892?  The Nutcracker 

What animated 2004 film is about a train that carries kids to the North Pole 

on Christmas Eve? 

The Polar Express 

What much-reviled Christmas edible is known for it’s long shelf life?  Fruit-

cake 

What Bing Crosby song is the best-selling single of all time?  White Christmas 

Miracle on 34th Street centers on what real life department store?  Macys 

How many reindeer are featured in the poem “Twas the Night Before Christ-

mas”? 8 (no Rudolph) 

In the move “A Christmas Story” what was the name of the next door neigh-

bors whose dogs ate the Christmas turkey?  The Bumpuses 

In the TV special “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”, what three words best 

describe the Grinch?  Stink.Stank.Stunk 

What holiday movie sequel includes a cameo by now President, Donald 

Trump?  Home Alone 2 

What is the real reason for the season?  Jesus 

TRIVIA ANSWERS—ENJOY 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 

Facebook and the St. 

John’s website regularly 

for updates on events 

and to access our ser-

mon podcasts.   

You can also find mem-

ber-specific information 

on our internal web pag-

es.   

See the Council Secre-

tary for more infor-

mation. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND AN-

Corey & Lorelei Sater 

December 7 

Steven & Connie Althaus 

December 12 

Manny and Mary Soliz 

December 16 

aria & Cesar Chacon 

December 21 

Reverend Michael & Jody Jeffrey 

December 20 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Pastor Rachel Semovoski 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Zoom—10am Sunday mornings 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Grow in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Mike Laituri 

December 1 

Ann Watkins 

December 2 

Melissa Johnson 

December 4 

Kegan Downie 

December 4 

Maria Chacon 

December 6 

Jim Person 

December 13 

Thalia Massoni 

December 13 

Mark Rockenbaugh 

December 14 

Rose Ramos 

December 16 

Bob Grimes 

December 17 

Audra Goldstein 

December 18 

Pat Carmona 

December 20 

Timothy Riley 

December 21 

Robert Whitlow 

December 22 

Lily Farrington 

December 23 

Famang Dorley 

December 24 

Margarita Seley 

December 25 

Jazmin Grimes 

December 28 

Barbara Martin 

December 29 

Kathy Barstad 

December 31 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of 

support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator. 


