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PASTOR’S PIECE 
 
This month the congregation of St. John’s will vote 
on your pastoral candidate! Congratulations on all 
you’ve done to get to this moment at the start of a 
most unusual September. I’ll say more on that 
shortly, but first… 

As you know, the Special Congregational Meeting 
on Zoom is set for Sept. 13, which also happens to 
be “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday in the ELCA. Usually that is a day when congregations 
get out of their buildings and spread the gospel by serving those in need in the larger com-
munity. This year, between being in coronavirus quarantine and planning to call a new 
pastor, it may seem impossible to make time to even think about how to serve others. 

But think about it! After all, haven’t we been reminded during this quarantine that the 
church isn’t a building but the people? We are the body of Christ, moving through all our 
neighborhoods and cities as we go about our daily lives. Yes, we are limited in how we 
physically interact with those outside our “quaranteam,” but there are endless ways we can 
live out God’s grace and breathe the peace of Christ into the world by serving others: 

 Jo Ann, your office administrator, offered her example of leaving notes in all the mail-
boxes on your street letting your neighbors know you are praying for them. 

 It’s easy to write an email to your elected officials to advocate for voting rights, anti-
racism policies, hunger programs or other solutions you believe will make for a more 
just society. Anyone in elected office has a website with links to contact the official. 

 You can contribute to the ELCA’s COVID-19 Response Fund to aid im pover-
ished people across the world who are most impacted by the virus. Go to communi-
ty@elca.org or call 800-638-3522 weekdays from 8 am-5 pm Central Time to make a 
donation. 

While usually this month you’d be kicking off Sunday school and the new program year 
with a big Rally Sunday picnic, we all know these aren’t “usual” times. The gospel readings 
for September feature some of Jesus’s most confounding parables about God’s reign – and 
we know God’s reign rarely looks like “business as usual.” And as a congregation looking 
toward starting partnership with a new pastor in the midst of a pandemic shortly before a 
presidential election, you couldn’t plan for “usual” if you wanted to!  

So embrace the unusual; embrace the change! You probably feel like you’ve been moving 
toward this call moment for a very long time, but in reality, you’ve been moving toward 
your future. You are living into the future the Holy Spirit has been equipping you for all 
along. 

God be with you as you vote for your new pastor and embrace your future, all in the service 
of doing God’s work with your hands, feet and hearts. 

 

In gratitude and hope, 

Pastor Lori 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

Notification of call  for a Special Congre-
gational Meeting to approve the recom-
mendation of the Call Committee for a 
new rostered minister for St. John’s (see 
page 5) 

Second round of “I Didn’t Know That” - 
this fun game is a great way to get to 
know members of our congregation—if 
you want to be “interviewed” to provide a 
fun fact about yourself, contact Betty 
Cornwell (see page 6) 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands 

September 13 



PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Office Building Fire: I have signed the proposals subm itted by US 
Demo and Blok Modular for the demolition and replacement of the 
Office modular, respectively.  Mike Laituri continues to correspond 
with these companies and city officials to ensure the project goes 
smoothly.  My thanks go to him as well as Eileen Blumhardt-Butler, 
Betty Cornwell, Pastor Mike Jeffrey, Kurt Nunnenkamp, and Jim 
Person for their input.   

The reason the current modular is where it is located is because the 
utilities were already there and to move them would have cost a huge 
amount of money .  You see, when the church was very young it 
shared its site with the Boy Scouts.  The Boy Scouts moved a modu-
lar onto the property and paid for the utilities to be connected in that 
location.  They had to have a trench dug all the way from East Tre-
gallas Road to the modular so that the water, electrical and sewer 
could be connected.  That old Boy Scout modular was disconnected 
and moved out 30 years ago or so.  When we were considering ex-
panding St. John’s space, we looked at many alternatives… and dis-
cussed them thoroughly. In the end, it was the only option that we 
could afford… because the utilities were already there.  The congre-
gation would allow moving forward with it only if we could pay for it 
as a “cash” transaction.  And that’s how the current modular build-
ing wound up where it was… because the Boy Scouts were there first.  
By the way, St.. Matthew in Walnut Creek helped us obtain the origi-
nal modular building with a donation of $10,000.  (Sister congrega-
tions are a very real support sometimes.)  I am pleased to report that 
the replacement of the modular will be covered by our insurance 
through Church Mutual and Mike Laituri’s ability to find the best 
value for us from the contracts he reviewed.   

CARES – PPP Loan: As the rules of the PPP loan keep 
changing, we continue to receive revised documents and guidelines.  
Still awaiting guidance from our bank BAC on how and when (if nec-
essary) to submit the Forgiveness Application. 

Repairs:  The gate to the cage surrounding the Fellow ship 
Hall AC unit has been fixed. We are still awaiting a proposal for the 
repair of the AC unit.  The faucet to the sink in the current office 
(nursery) has been installed thanks to Sharon Hayes’ son.   

In his service, 

Bill Dietz 

OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH 
YOU, ROSE RAMOS 

 

Rose was not able to be with 
her husband, Gary, when he 
died shortly after the corona-
virus quarantine began, and 
St. John’s was not able to 
comfort Rose with a memori-
al service due to the quaran-
tine. We have, of course, sup-
ported her with our prayers – 
and now we want to let Rose 
know we will continue to do 
so as she finally is able to lay 
Gary to rest. 

A private, graveside commit-
tal and military honors for 
Gary Ramos will take place 
on Sept. 3 at Sacramento Val-
ley National Cemetery in Dix-
on. A limited number of us 
will be present due to physi-
cal distancing rules, but eve-
ryone at St. John’s can be 
there in spirit. Keep Rose in 
your prayers that day, and let 
her know you are thinking of 
her.  

God be with you, Rose. May 
you find continued comfort 
in knowing Gary is safe in the 
arms of his Savior. 
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“Never lose hope.  Storms make people stronger and 

never last forever.” 

-Roy T. Bennell 



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

Your Council continues to work diligently toward the future of St. John’s.  We are 
conscientious in managing our budget—especially at this time when tithes and 
donations are lower; to care for our facility and, most importantly, to find ways to 
encourage our congregation to engage in the change.  In today’s world, this 
would be our hashtag #engageinthechange!  A battle cry to our Congregation to 
participate in this remote environment, to give as you are able, to work on small 
projects at our facility, and to support one another in prayer.  We are just weeks 
away from a Special Congregational Meeting to call a new pastor to St. John’s … 
can you feel the excitement?  Can you start to see the light shining off in the tun-
nel that soon St. John’s will be moving forward in ministry and hope! To be that 
place that our community can embrace and call home.  Engage in the Change!  Be 
part of the excitement!  Our Congregation may not be at the facility—but we are 
stronger because of these challenges we have faced together!  We are St. John’s! 

At our most recent Council Meeting we made some BIG decisions: 

The biggest, we voted to move forward with the demolition and replacement of 
the old administrative building.  In our current financial situation, this was a 
tough decision.  But, we are confident in the future of St. John’s and blessed to 
have been in a place where our task team was able to find an amazing price for 
the demolition and replacement and insurance offered us such a fair and equita-
ble settlement that we would have actually “lost” money if we had decided not to 
move forward.  God is everywhere! 

We confirmed Jerry Ellingson to the Endowment Committee.  This is a place 
where you can engage … we need one more person to step up to support the En-
dowment Committee so that we can offer grants and scholarships to our commu-
nity.  We have funds—we just need a team together to move them where the need 
is the greatest.   

We are continuing to look at ways to keep our technology and AV equipment 
modern.  We are working with Comcast to determine whether we can access high 
speed data lines into the main facility or whether it may be best to wait until the 
new administrative building is back up and functioning.  We  replaced our re-
mote server coverage (through PC Partners) with our own server which is cur-
rently housed in our temporary office space.  We are also upgrading the PC in our 
AV room to help support our podcast—and soon—streaming capabilities.  These 
upgrades will assist us, not only now as we shelter at home, but in our future out-
reach to our community.  With finances always in  mind, again, we were blessed:  
the server replacement is part of the fire settlement, the new PC from memorial 
and designated AV funds and the Comcast ...w ell that’s still undecided, so it’s 
free for now!  (smiles)  Thank you to our technology team that is working so dili-
gently on all these matters:  Gary Freedman, Bill Dietz and Sherrie Downie. 

We recently met with our ministry partners, Antioch Christian Center, who, like 
us, are struggling to reach their congregants and to manage their financial situa-
tions.  As Ministry Partners we stand beside them and offer support as we are 
able.  We ask that you keep Antioch Christian Center and our other ministry part-
ner, Harvest Church in your prayers. 

Stay connected—stay engaged-and give as you are able!  Thank you for being part 
of our family of faith.  We are blessed to be part of a beautiful community and the 
Council is grateful for the opportunity to serve in His holy name. 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
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CALL COMMITTEE 

The Call Committee is happy to finally re-
port—as you have heard in so many different 
venues—that we have made a recommenda-
tion to the Church Council and will, on Sep-
tember 13th, make a recommendation to the 
Church Congregation for a new rostered 
minister for St. John’s. 

This has been a long journey and one that 
the Call Committee embraced with passion, 
commitment and a never wavering faith that 
God was with us in all of our decision mak-
ing.  As they say in Hamilton, God was in-
deed “in the room where it happened”!  

On behalf of the Call Committee we give 
thanks: 

To the Transition Team for the foundation 
that they provided us.  Without their dedica-
tion, experience and research, we would not 
be where we are today. 

To the Congregation for it’s patience and it’s 
willingness to not ask us questions they 
knew we couldn’t answer.  It can be a burden 
to be tasked with something that has such 
confidentiality - while also such eagerness to 
know the end result.  Thank you for support-
ing us in this endeavor. 

To Carol Laituri for her leadership.  As Com-
mittee Chair, Carol’s experience and 
knowledge, helped us to stay on course and 
to see the light even when the tunnel seemed 
darkest. 

To Connie Pfahl.  What a passionate and 
faithful heart.  As our prayer sergeant, Con-
nie continually brought forth beautiful ex-
pressions of hope and guidance that allowed 
us to not only recommend a pastor, but to 
grow in our own faith. 

To Mary Soliz.  Technology wizard!  What a 
marvel she is to balance so many responsi-
bilities and make sure that every meeting 
ran without hiccup! 

To the remaining members of our Call Com-
mittee, Bill Dietz, Ruth Dobler and Marietta 
Poldrak, your dedication, honesty, openness, 
vulnerability, energy and time, allowed us to 
see amongst all the beautiful candidates that 
we met, that the one we recommend is the 
one best suited for St. John’s.  You believed 
in yourself and the process while relying on 
prayer and faith to lead your decisions.  

As Call Committee Secretary, I was blessed 
to work beside each of you and to reflect 
your thoughts in word.  It was an honor and 
a blessing to have spent this time together. 

Signing off one last time, your Call Commit-
tee Secretary, Brita 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our Church Administrator who 

will put you in contact with a Stephen Ministry leader. 

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I 

am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

Isaiah 41:10  

Christ Caring for People Through People 

MINISTRY CONNECTIONS 

CORONA VIRUS—19 

ONGOING LIFE ISSUES 

__________________________ 

Need someone to talk to? 

 

Stephen Ministers are available to listen 

and help you through this—and any—

ordeal. 

Contact: 

Marilyn, Hal, Lynn or Pastor to learn 

more. 

Zoom Fellowship Hour 

Sunday Mornings – 10:30 
grab your coffee, cocoa, cookie 

and connect with one another  

 

Meeting ID: 413 121 9582 

1) Click the url below to join on video 
using a computer or tablet: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4131219582  
 
2) Click on the link below join by video 
on a mobile phone: 
+16699006833,,4131219582#,,# 
 
3) Use a touch tone phone to dial in:   1 
669 900 6833 
When you join a meeting by phone: 
The host will ask for your name so those 
on video can identify you. 
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NOTIFICATION OF  SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 



ANSWERS TO LAST 
MONTH’S “I DIDN’T KNOW 
THAT” 

Have you been on the edge of 

your seat to find out the answers 

to the first round, well here are 

the answers: 

Bob Reed:  Korean W ar Vet-

eran 

Lynda Oliver:  W as a Loco-

motive engineer 

Olivia Lake:  W as born on a 

North Dakota farm 

Ken Gann:  W as a m edic in 

the Army 

Carol Romanowitz:  W as 

born in Pasadena, California 

Pat Carmona:  Is an instruc-

tor for low impact exercises for 

Seniors 

Pat Barkley:  Has recently 

reunited with her ex husband 

after twenty years 

Brita Bleuel:  W as a  cam p-

fire girl, played the accordion 

and her sister, Beate, was let 

over the Berlin wall 

Bonnie Battey:  Adm inis-

tered CPR to a friend at the age 

of 6 years old 

Eileen Blumhardt-Butler:  

Received an award for Outstand-

ing Home Economics at High-

lands High School in 1970 

Frank Bonthron:  w as a 

counselor at Wasapeak Scout 

Camp in Michigan 

Ada Lindborg:  was born in 

Indonesia; was one of two sets of 

twins; immigrated to USA where 

this person worked in Hotel 

Housekeeping 
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I DIDN’T KNOW THAT 

What started as a way to engage those who may be less able to get out or in-
teract on social media became a congregation-wide craze.  “I Didn’t Know 
That” allows you a chance to test your ability to connect people with events in 
their lives.  Enjoy this interactive fun and be ready for when the call comes to 
you to let us know “that” about you! 

What’s your best guess?  Draw a line from the name to the “did you know” 
column.  Answers will be provided in our next newsletter—or if you’re really 
anxious to know you can contact Betty Cornwell. 

Person Did You Know 

Betty Cornwell Was Born in Deols, France. 

Terri Andelin Played saxaphone from 5th grade through High 
School. Played in Band, Dance Band and Marching. 
Band. Won 1st place in State Competition! 

Don Lezer Sold home in Oakley and is buying one in Yuba 
City on a half acre of land. Looking forward to 
moving there soon with son. 

Kathy Barstad Gave the shoes off her feet to a homeless person 
in need! 

Inga Danville Was married this June 11, 2020 on Zoom. Attend-
ed son's graduation on Zoom the same day. 

Bill Cornwell  Was a doula ( labor coach) for over 10 years. 
Helped women through stressful births and set up 
wellness care for babies as well. 

Julie Ellingson Won 3 Ballroom Dance Contests in college with a 
1st, 3rd and 5th place. 

Lynn Ferguson Was a Missionaries' kid. Born in Mexico, raised in 
Ecuador. 

Sharon Halvorson  Worked most of life around the railroad beginning 
in Office Management and finishing in the Person-
nel Office. 

Marietta Poldrack Was baptized and joined St. John's last month. 



Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a com-

munity of faith to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, 

and fulfill your purpose for us. According to your steadfast love, 

grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble or 

adversity, or sick and in need of care especially: Garth Bendel, 

Dolores Danville, Julie Ellingson, the Fanning Family, Chris & Sheri 

Finstad, Judy Haye-Coll, Margot Johnson, Mariza Kim (Nanci Trei-

chelt’s friend), Marge Koehler (Carol Romanowitz’s friend), Olivia 

Lake, Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Alice Rostad, Hannah 

Smith (Silvia Treichelt’s relative), Irene Swann, Toby Villa (Nanci 

Treichelt’s friend), Mike Wallace (Betty Cornwell’s brother), Harry & 

Diane Wulf; and those who mourn the death of John Norman (Hal 

Norman’s brother), Trudel Breuer (Kermit Sveen’s sister-in-law), 

Joyce Taylor and Gary Ramos.  

 For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, 

Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

We offer prayers for our neighbors, our community and all those af-

fected by the pandemic, the fires and the unexpected weather.  May 

we find relief from nature’s  destructive power soon.    

We pray for the first responders and for all those who risk their own 

lives for the protection and safety of others. 

As we are faced with these continuing challenges we pray that we 

turn not from our Savior but ever closer to His embrace and love.  

Through Christ we find the hope and the joy even in the midst of 

trouble.   

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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Pastor Lori, 

How do we thank you for all 
that you have done to lead us? 
We could never have imagined 
that when you joined us that 
you would not only help us to 
heal from the loss of our pastor, 
but that you would see us 
through a devastating fire and a 
pandemic.  We firmly believe 
that you were the leader that we 
needed at this time and we are 
grateful that God brought us 
together. 

As we look toward the call of a 
new pastor we know that it also 
means the end of our journey 
with you.  Though we always 
knew that your time with us 
was to lead us to this moment, 
it is still bittersweet. 

We thank you for your 
knowledge, the depth of faith 
that you brought to all that you 
did and for your undying sup-
port of St. John’s.  We truly 
could not have done it without 
you. 

Your Executive Committee 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 

Facebook and the St. 

John’s website regularly 

for updates on events 

and to access our ser-

mon podcasts.   

You can also find mem-

ber-specific information 

on our internal web pag-

es.   

See the Council Secre-

tary for more infor-

mation. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND AN-

Scott & Shana Andelin 

September 30 

Jerry & Julie Ellingson 

September 27 

Gary & Kumiko Freedman 

September 2 

Jim & Pat Person 

September 11 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Podcast 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Growth in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Rhonda Faust 

September 2 

Julie Commins 

September 3 

Kermit Sveen 

September 8 

Carleen Jackson 

September 18 

Lori Rehana 

September 18 

Margot Johnson 

September 20 

Don Lezer 

September 20 

Eileen Blumhardt-

Butler 

September 22 

Todd Farrington 

September 23 

Gale Martin 

September 23 

Darlene Heath 

September 25 

 

Please note: the September Calendar and 

Worship Assistant Schedule  have not been 

included due to the shelter at home declara-

tion by the Governor.  A calendar and sched-

ule will be sent when the declaration is lifted. 


