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PASTOR’S PIECE 
 
Dinner for 5,000. A stroll on stormy 
seas. Healing an outsider’s child. Pro-
claiming Christ – but misunderstanding 
what that means. 

What word can these ancient stories 
speak to people living in the final weeks 
of a summer marked by disease and iso-
lation, political and social upheaval, economic and climate crises, and 
frustration over when and how we can get children back in schools and 
worshipers together at church? In other words – people who long for a 
miracle. Or two. Or 10! 

This month we revisit stories about the power and persistence of God’s 
love made visible in Jesus. Who is this one we proclaim? What do we be-
lieve it means that Jesus desires to feed people who have no food and 
heal people whose lives don’t seem to matter? What difference does it 
make that God uses ordinary and extraordinary means to bless us in un-
expected ways? 

In Christ we proclaim that God is with us and for us. Miracles? Look! 
Look within: remember how you have known God’s presence, comfort 
and strength. Look beyond: realize you have embodied grace to others 
despite your own limitations and fears. Look around: revel in how you 
have been renewed by the miraculous, transforming power of Love wit-
nessed in the creative and caring acts of those close to you and those you 
just heard about in the news. 

The power and persistence of God’s love is made visible in Christ and in 
Christ’s church – in you and me and all our siblings in faith. Following 
the guidelines from Bishop Mark Holmerud’s office, we won’t consider 
indoor worship until at least Sept. 30 – but we continue to hear the Word 
and give thanks from our patios, living rooms or in bed in our pajamas. 
Filled with the power of Love and fed for the journey at Christ’s table 
(our home altars!), we persist as a beloved community shaped and gifted 
to know and share God’s grace. 

Let’s continue to stay connected, pray, and praise God together with 
printouts or podcast – and don’t overlook the miracles. 

Peace and joy, 

Pastor Lori 
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Finding blessings in the Pan-
demic—how supporting com-
munity service efforts  brought 
support to St. John’s (see page 
2). 

“Finding Jesus” - the children of 
St. John’s are having a Zoom 
adventure and finding Jesus in 
their hearts and lives (see page 
5). 

“Did You Know” that there is 
someone in our Congregation 
who worked in a mine?  Or that 
they won a home economics 
award?  Have some fun with  
some facts and fun that our 
Fellowship and Stephen Minis-
try teams have put together. (see 
page 6). 



PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

CARES – PPP Loan:  The PPP Loan w hich w e received w as very 
supportive to our budget and allowed our employees to be paid even though 
giving has been down.  The amount we received was just about the same as 
the amount that our giving has been down. But now that we have concluded 
the time period during which the loan was to be used, it is up to each of us 
to resume our giving.  One easy way to make your contributions is through 
our website at www.stjohnsantioch.org/giving/,  Or mail in your contribu-
tions to the church office.  The mail is picked up daily.  

Call Committee:  The Call Com m ittee continues to meet regularly 
via Zoom. With the Shelter-in-Place restrictions, we are currently seeking 
advice from the Sierra Pacific Synod Office on how and when we may be 
able to call a special congregational meeting.  Since one option that congre-
gations are using to hold congregational meetings is Zoom, I highly encour-
age you to practice using your computer, laptop, iPhone, cell phone or even 
your touchtone telephone to connect with the Zoom Coffee Fellowship ses-
sions on Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

COVID19:  State and county regulations are changing frequently.  
As a cautious measure, we decided to suspend the monthly outdoor gather-
ing on the last Sunday of the month.  The Synod office is not advising to 
allow in-building worship until at least the end of September.  We did try a 
sample run of a worship service with 12 participants to see how our planned 
precautions would actually flow.  Having the pastors of our ministry part-
ners in attendance was also helpful.  Please continue to watch our podcasts 
on the internet or Facebook.  At 10:30 Am each Sunday, we have a Zoom 
Coffee Fellowship.  This is available for people to see and/or listen to one 
another.  Even people without iPhones, computers, laptops or iPads can 
still be a part of the conversation by using their telephone.  Many thanks go 
to Mary Soliz for helping facilitate and administer this communication.  She 
has also provided useful tips on how to best use Zoom. Call or email her for 
assistance. 

Office Building Fire: I have been able to recruit a sm all task force 
of people to review the bids that had been previously submitted and the 
additional bids which came in during the past month.  My thanks go to Ei-
leen Blumhardt-Butler, Betty Cornwell, Pastor Mike Jeffrey, Mike Laituri, 
Kurt Nunnenkamp, and Jim Person for their input.  Mike Laituri is an ex-
pert at reviewing contracts of major purchases, so I am very glad to have 
him as part of the team.  We may need to call a special council meeting to 
approve the task force’s recommendation. 

Sanctuary Lighting:  The burned-out spotlights have been replaced.  
Our thanks to Alfred Seaforth for donating the scissor lift which allowed 
Lynn Ferguson and her daughter, Alysia, to change the bulbs.  However, we 
discovered that the wiring was faulty in one of the spotlights that faces the 
choir area.  I will be seeking a replacement. 

Repairs:  East County Glass replaced the second broken w indow  
on the outside door to the Robing Room. Plus, the room received a new 
coat of paint.  The AC unit and the cage around it for the Fellowship Hall 
are being repaired.  Brita Bleuel’s neighbor, Chris, was able to weld a new 
gate together for us.  We have someone looking into checking the AC unit 
itself.  While the faucet in the remodeled kitchen was being reinstalled, 
Sharon Hayes’ son was also able to replace the faucet in the office (former 
nursery). It had a leak.   

In His service, Bill Dietz  

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

In the midst of a pandemic, bless-
ings come in many forms.  Just as 
the Executive Committee was 
looking at ways to finish the last of 
the interior upgrades, search 
through and organize the burned 
files, manage some large garden-
ing issues … we had a blessing 
come in the most unconventional 
way:  community service hours. 

Supervising community service 
hours is something St. John’s has 
done to support the community in 
the past—this time it turned out to 
be a tremendous support to us.  
Through the community hours  we 
were able to have the robing room 
painted and cleaned, prepared the 
cupboard in the current office (old 
nursery) to hold the new server 
that has been ordered, have some 
large tree branches removed, the 
carpets shampooed, the non-
confidential files shredded and or 
organized into clean (non smoke 
scented) file folders and filed into 
the office.   

For those who have been spending 
countless hours on the care of the 
church, this came as an added jolt 
of energy and allowed us to be able 
to cross a few more things off the 
list. 

There are still some areas that 
need help though … both financial 
and physical labor … reach out to 
Bill Dietz or Sherrie Downie if you 
would like to assist.  What better 
time to spruce up the place then 
when it’s empty! 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

We are in the midst of unprecedented times that challenge us, but through the 
hope that we have in Christ Jesus, we know that we will arise stronger than be-
fore.  “I will not cause pain without allowing something new to be born says the 
Lord.”  Isaiah 66:9.  As a Council we are already beginning to see new coming to 
light—though the date of our return has been extended through the end of Sep-
tember—we are seeing our facility blossoming with it’s facelift, we are seeing 
members of our congregation staying connected through mail, phone and com-
puter, and we are seeing the Call Committee and Council moving ever closer to 
the call of a new pastor.  We ask all of you to pray what you can do to continue to 
find hope, support one another and be prepared for what “new” God will bring 
from these challenges we face. 

At our July Council meeting the following was discussed and acted upon: 

Treasurer’s Report.  We are doing an amazing job of minimizing costs, but our 
giving is still low.  Though it may seem that there should be little cost, we are still 
focused on keeping our employees paid and engaged and to ensure that our Facil-
ity is safe and secure.  Please reach out to our Treasurer, Sherrie Downie, if you 
would like to discuss giving and the needs that we have. 

CARES Loan.  We have properly used the f funds we received as part of the Pay-
roll Protection Plan.  Our next step is to submit the paperwork for full forgiveness 
of the loan. 

2020/2021 Budget.   The Council was presented with and approved the updated 
budget prepared for our 2020/2021 year.  The budget will not be in effect until 
we are able to call our Annual Congregational Meeting.  We continue to work 
with the Synod to determine ways to move this forward and to be prepared 
should we need to vote on the call of a new pastor.  Since there is a good chance 
that meetings may need to be held in some sort of “remote” setting, we encourage 
you to reach out to the Council if you would like a “tutorial” or “mentor” to assist 
you in becoming familiar with Zoom and other media. 

AV/Technology.  We have moved forward on the next phase of upgrades from 
the Administrative Building Fire—our Xfinity WiFi and computer server should 
be up and running within the next few weeks.  These allow us to minimize costs 
and also to be able to more fully utilize some of the social media outlets to pro-
vide worship experiences for our Congregation and Community.  Gary Freedman 
also submitted some computer choices for the upgraded computer in the AV 
Booth that will allow us to have more robust capability for moving forward with 
streaming and other virtual platforms. 

Fellowship Gathering.  Our July 26, 2020, outdoor fellowship gathering will be 
postponed as we look at a spike in Covid-19 cases in Contra Costa County.  We 
will reschedule this gathering soon to allow everyone a chance to visit and say 
hello.  As a reminder, any event held at the Church facility requires you to con-
firm that you are not sick and to wear a face mask at all times. 

To close these reflections on our meeting, we leave you one more thought to en-
courage and support you through this time where we are separated by distance, 
but not by heart or love:  “To trust God in the light is nothing, but to trust him in 
the dark:  that is Faith!” - C.H. Spurgeons 

 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
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CALL COMMITTEE 

The Call Committee is in the final stages of 
it’s work in recommending a pastor to St. 
John’s.  To help you to further understand 
the process, we wanted to give you a 
“glimpse” at the timeline provided by the 
Synod.   

Once the Call Committee determines there is 
a pastoral candidate to recommend: 

 The Executive Committee is notified. 

 The compensation package is discussed 

with the potential candidate and the 
Council President. 

 Once the compensation package is con-

firmed by the Council President and the 
potential candidate a special meeting of 
the Council is called. 

 At the Special Meeting, the Council is 

provided a written recommendation by 
the Call Committee moving forward a 
pastoral candidate and the compensa-
tion package as approved by the poten-
tial candidate and the Council Presi-
dent. 

 If quorum of the Council confirms by a 

majority decision the recommendation 
and compensation package, the Council 
President will notify the potential can-
didate and begin the process to call a 
Special Meeting of the Congregation. 

 At the Special Meeting of the Congrega-

tion the Congregation will have an op-
portunity to meet the pastoral candi-
date and to review the recommendation 
of the Call Committee and the proposed 
compensation package.  There will be 
only two agenda items, the call of the 
pastor and the approval of the compen-
sation package.   

 Upon approval of the Congregation, the 

final paperwork is presented to the 
Bishop and a start date finalized. 

The Call Committee is working closely with 
the Executive Committee and Council to 
determine best practices and next steps in 
the process.  We appreciate the prayers of 
the Congregation throughout this process 
and ask for continued prayers as we make 
these final decisions and look toward the 
future of St. John’s. 

Your Call Committee 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our Church Administrator who 

will put you in contact with a Stephen Ministry leader. 

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I 

am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

Isaiah 41:10  

Christ Caring for People Through People 

MINISTRY CONNECTIONS 

CORONA VIRUS—19 

ONGOING LIFE ISSUES 

__________________________ 

Need someone to talk to? 

 

Stephen Ministers are available to listen 

and help you through this—and any—

ordeal. 

Contact: 

Marilyn, Hal, Lynn or Pastor to learn 

more. 

Zoom Fellowship Hour 

Sunday Mornings – 10:30 
grab your coffee, cocoa, cookie 

and connect with one another  

 

Meeting ID: 413 121 9582 

1) Click the url below to join on video 
using a computer or tablet: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4131219582  
 
2) Click on the link below join by video 
on a mobile phone: 
+16699006833,,4131219582#,,# 
 
3) Use a touch tone phone to dial in:   1 
669 900 6833 
When you join a meeting by phone: 
The host will ask for your name so those 
on video can identify you. 

THRIVENT PRESENTATION 

ECONOMIC UPDATE, with Patrick Egan 

Tuesday, July 28 | 6:30pm – 7:30pm PST | Online 

It seems that some financial topic is in the headlines every day. Should those headlines influence your de-

cisions around your financial strategy? This workshop will help attendees use economic data to make wise 

decisions about their money. Hear important updates and changes in the economy and markets, and what 

they mean to your financial strategy. Learn how stocks, bonds and interest rates have performed over the 

last three months and see the outlook for next quarter.  For more info and to RSVP: http://bit.ly/

EconUpdateem 
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ZOOM VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—FINDING JESUS 

Vacation Bible School took on a new look as we took to Zoom to meet with the kids and help them “Find Jesus”.  In a 

three week program, the children were able to find Jesus not only in their hearts, actions and others, they found him 

on Zoom!  Jesus took to the zoom-waves to surprise the kids and send some “chats”!  Jesus even brought along Abra-

ham to interact and dance with the kids!  The kids danced, sang, worked on crafts and had an object lesson that led 

them closer to Jesus.  Our thanks to the VBS team:  Sharon Hayes, Brita Bleuel, Audra Goldstein, Dee Goldstein and 

Mary Soliz.  And, a big shout out to our parents—Zoom education requires an extra set of hands and we are grateful for 

all the parents, aunts and families that joined in this endeavor.   



NEWS FROM THE SYNOD 

The Synod’s website is always 

full of amazing resources to sup-

port us in God’s work and to 

inspire us in our own lives.  You 

can reach the Synod at 

spselca.org or on our own web-

site under http://spselca.org/. 

Take a peek at these sections of 

the website: 

In Encouragement and Inspira-

tion.  Pastor Katy rights on the 

need to “rest” - even when rest-

ing might mean a staycation.  

Pastor Katy notes that God un-

derstood the importance of rest: 

“God baked it into creation when 

God deemed one of the days 

“sabbath” and commands hu-

mans to keep it holy”.  How are 

you finding rest?  

A Message from Bishop Mark 

W. Holmerud, July 7, 2020.  

Bishop Mark breaks down the 

unique themes of our times, 

from Covid to Free Speech, Bish-

op Mark helps us to delve into 

the areas where we are different 

and to encourage us into under-

standing from a Christian stand-

point. 

In Mission Reset and Vision, 

Director of Evangelical Mission 

and Assistant to the Bishop, 

gives us some questions to con-

template to discern how our 

communities will look “rising up 

from the midst of the pandemic 

and other challenges that be-

come more prominent during 

this major global and local 

event.” 

We encourage you to stay in-

volved with the Synod and to 

become familiar with the tradi-

tions and theology of our faith 

through the ELCA.  

 

6 

I DIDN’T KNOW THAT 

What started as a way to engage those who may be less able to get out or interact on 
social media became a congregation-wide craze.  “I Didn’t Know That” allows you a 
chance to test your ability to connect people with events in their lives.  Enjoy this in-
teractive fun and be ready for when the call comes to you to let us know “that” about 
you! 

Draw a line from the name to the “did you know” column.  Answers will be provided in our 
next newsletter—or if you’re really anxious to know you can contact Betty Cornwell. 

Person Did You Know 

Bob Reed Born on a North Dakota farm 

Olivia Lake Was a locomotive engineer 

Lynda Oliver Born in Pasadena, California 

Ken Gann Was born in Indonesia; was one of two sets of 

twins; immigrated to USA where this person 

worked in Hotel Housekeeping 

Pat Carmona Medic in the army; worked in a silver and led mine 

in Idaho; was the conductor of the two man trains 

that carried the cars of ore up from 3,800 feet 

Carol Romanowitz Was a counselor at Wasapeak Scout Camp in Min-

nesota 

Pat Barkley Was a Korean War veteran 

Brita Bleuel Received the award for Outstanding Home Eco-

nomics student in Highland High School in 1970 

Bonnie Battey Was a Campfire Girl, played the accordion as a 

child and this person’s sister was the first person 

let over the Berlin wall in 1963 

Frank Bonthron Is an instructor for low impact exercises for seniors 

Eileen Blumhardt-Butler Administered CPR to a friend who would have 

drowned in a canal—amazingly they were 5 and 6 

years old, respectively 

Ada Lindborg Has reunited with her ex-husband after 20 years 



Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a com-

munity of faith to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

Healing God, give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice to 

those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick especially: Garth 

Bendel, Dolores Danville, Julie Ellingson, the Fanning Family, Chris 

& Sheri Finstad, Judy Haye-Coll, Margot Johnson, Olivia Lake, King-

ston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Alice Rostad, Hannah Smith 

(relative of Silvia Treichelt), Irene Swann, Toby Villa (friend of Nanci 

Treichelt), Mike Wallace (brother of Betty Cornwell), Harry & Diane 

Wulf; and those who mourn the death of John Norman (brother of 

Hal Norman) the Breuer family at the death of Trudel Breuer (sister-

in-law of Kermit Sveen), Joyce Taylor, Karen Mallery (aunt of Audra 

Goldstein), and Gary Ramos. Hear us, O God. 

 For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, 

Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

We pray for our community as we see spikes in the infection rate and 

as people in our lives lose loved ones to the Covid-19 infection.  We 

offer prayers of healing of mind and spirit to those directly affected 

and to those who are affected by the fear that comes with the con-

stant news and change in direction.  We ask for continued guidance 

for those who lead the efforts for a vaccine, for the government, the 

front line workers and for those we name in our hearts. We trust that 

God remains ever present in our lives and in the lives of our family of  

faith.  We are confident that by setting our eyes on His goodness and 

hope that we will weather the tumultuous seas of this storm and rise 

stronger in faith and in community.   

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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DOG DAYS OF SUMMER 

The “dog days of summer” are upon us.  The “dog days” are the 

days from July 3 through August 11 each year.  Interesting fact to 

share at our next Zoom Fellowship Hour:  the phrase “dog days of 

summer” is a reference to the time the sun occupies the same re-

gion of sky as Sirius (sometimes known as the “Dog Star”).  Dur-

ing this time, Sirius rises and sets with the sun.  The tilt of the 

earth will cause the sun’s rays to hit more directly causing the 

longer, hotter … dog days.  Happy Dog Days! 

Congratulations to Joe & Pat 
Reitz who celebrated their 58th 
wedding anniversary on July 7 
with a COVID-19 style/social 
distancing event Mark and Su-
zanne’s home in Brentwood. 

Pat also offers prayers of 
thanksgiving that their grand-
daughter, Jenna Christine Reitz 
Adamson, had a negative Covid 
test and is doing well. 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 

Facebook and the St. 

John’s website regularly 

for updates on events 

and to access our ser-

mon podcasts.   

You can also find mem-

ber-specific information 

on our internal web pag-

es.   

See the Council Secre-

tary for more infor-

mation. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND AN-

Merlin & Margot Johnson 

August 2 

Joe & Darlene Heath 

August 25 

Chuck & Shirley Keller 

August 26 

 

Richard & Kathryn Steyaert-Meuccii 

August 5 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Podcast 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Growth in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Derek Treichelt 

August 4 

Merlin Johnson 

August 5 

Seana Mohr 

August 8 

Carol Romanowitz 

August 8 

Sharon Sterud 

August 15 

Gloria Andelin 

August 20 

Scott Andelin 

August 21 

Bob Commins 

August 24 

Anita Hayes 

August 27 

Elwood Jensen 

August 28 

Brenda Whitlow 

August 31 

Please note: the July Calendar and Worship 

Assistant Schedule  have not been included 

due to the shelter at home declaration by the 

Governor.  A calendar and schedule will be 

sent when the declaration is lifted. 


