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PASTOR’S PIECE 
 
Halfway through the year 2020, how is our 
vision? 

 The continued shootings of unarmed 
Black people have placed into ever-
sharper focus systemic racism in law 
enforcement and policies, and the 
white privilege that for too long has 
allowed the church to neglect its role in 
creating an anti-racist society. May 
God forgive our nearsightedness and help us to do better. 

 The COVID-19 quarantine has helped us see more clearly that we really 
can use technology to expand how we worship and extend the reach of 
the gospel. While the learning curve is steep, it’s energizing to see how 
the Spirit has been re-forming St. John’s these past months. Let us know 
if you need help connecting on Zoom. 

 As we live into the future God has in store for us, may weak vision be 
strengthened by reading our Bible texts this month – as always – through 
the lens of the Christ. The weekly readings are emailed or available from 
your news buddies for your reflection. 

Summer is parable season. The pithy stories Jesus tells challenge us to see 
God, ourselves and one another through the eyes of grace: Why does God al-
low evil to exist? What does it mean that we experience the Word differently 
and have different responses? What is “the reign of heaven” like? How does it 
“come near” – and how are we making that reign visible today? 

What are our next steps in worship, outreach and the things that make for 
peace?  

 To educate ourselves about creating an anti-racists society, a list of recent 
books written by Black authors is available on page 6.  We also have min-
istry partners we can learn from. Other ideas? 

 Your Church Council is purchasing A/V equipment to allow St. John’s to 
step up its online presence even after some of us are able to return to 
worship in the sanctuary. How can you be part of this?  

 Thank you to all who offer suggestions, volunteer (some in multiple min-
istries) and pray for this congregation and its mission. Your time, talent 
and treasure is a gift from God to serve the people of God. 

Halfway through the year 2020, God’s vision for humankind is seen clearly in 
the work and person of the Christ. May it be seen clearly in us – the body of 
Christ. 

Summer blessings,  Pastor Lori 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

CARES – PPP Loan:  After  w e received tw o sets of updated Final 
Rules governing the PPP loans; an excel spreadsheet by which to log and 
monitor pay roll and other covered expenses; a list of commonly asked 
questions concerning the loan Forgiveness Application process, everything 
changed on June 5, 2020 when the president signed new legislation.  How-
ever, it appears we are still on course to continue our 8-week use of the loan 
which we received.  But we will have to wait for a newly revised Forgiveness 
Application before we apply for the loan forgiveness.   

Call Committee:  The Call Com m ittee continues to meet regularly 
via Zoom technology which enables all the participants to see and hear each 
other over the internet at the same time. With the Shelter-in-Place re-
strictions, we are currently seeking advise from the Synod Office on how to 
proceed with our next steps om the Call Process due to unprecedented ob-
stacles.     

COVID19:  To add to  all the w onderful success w e have had w ith 
the Podcasts and News Buddies, we recently started having some Fellow-
ship time together through the use of Zoom. This is available for people to 
see and/or listen to one another.  Even people without iPhones, computers, 
laptops or iPads can still be a part of the conversation by using their tele-
phone.  Many thanks go to Mary Soliz for helping facilitate and administer 
this communication.  She has also provided useful tips on how to best use 
Zoom. People were even able to witness Julie Ellingson’s baptism via the 
Zoom session on June 7th.   

Office Building Fire: Now  that I have sufficient bids w ith w hich 
to work, I am in the process of forming a small committee of “subject mat-
ter” experts to review the bids.  At this point, trying to compare the bids is 
like trying to compare apples and oranges.  So I reached out to members of 
the congregation to see if they (based on their experience or the experience 
of others they know) would be willing to look over what we have finally re-
ceived to see what is being proposed and what has been left out of the bids.  
The bids cover demolition, capping utilities, and replacement of the office 
modular.  We have received quotes for two different size units (36x60 cur-
rent size and 24x60 smaller size).  I have contacted the City of Antioch con-
cerning permits and maintaining the existing ramp if it meets ADA require-
ments.  The money received from Church Mutual has been placed in a 
Thrivent Fund which was voted on at the May 2020 church council meet-
ing. If you would like to be a part of the small committee to review the bids, 
please let me know as soon as possible. 

Things Needing Attention: In addition to the redecorating of the 
Fellowship Hall, kitchen and Narthex, some overdue cleaning and painting 
has also been done in the Sanctuary. We have also received a generous do-
nation of furniture that has been placed in the Fellowship Hall, Office and 
Sanctuary.  Thank you, Brita, for making that possible. 

In His service, 

Bill Dietz  

THANK YOU 

We want to take a moment to 
send some “shout outs” to the 
tireless volunteers who con-
tinue to put in so many hours 
in support and care of our 
church, our congregation and 
our community: 

Betty Cornwell & the Fellow-
ship Team: for the great 
cookbook and comic book for 
Mother’s and Father’s day. 

Gary Freedman for continued 
research and ideas to im-
prove and support our pod-
cast and security. 

Sherrie  and Madison Down-
ie, Sharon Hayes: for the con-
tinued work on our property. 

Bill Dietz: he never thought 
President also included 
painter, security guard, bank-
er, investor, contract review-
er and so much more! 

Connie Pfahl: tireless support 
of our many ministries and 
keeping the altar beautiful 
even when we are apart from 
it. 

Lynn Ferguson & the Stephen 
Ministry team: emotional 
support and encouragement 
has meant so much. 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

What is the answer to how to return?  What will it look like?  Sound like?  How 
will it reflect God’s love in our Congregation and our Community?  These are the 
questions the Council continues to struggle with.  Relying on prayer, discernment 
and understanding, we continue to research what the government requires, what 
the Synod requires and what God requires.  The answers aren’t easy. Please pray 
for us to be led by God to make the decisions that are right for St. John’s at this 
time and in this place.  And, be part of the process, participate in our Zoom fel-
lowship hour, reach out to your Council with questions or concerns and find ways 
to participate by supporting some of the projects and ministries that are still ac-
tive at this time and by reaching out to one another in love and support. 

Here is a brief look at our June council meeting: 

 Continued discussion toward finalizing a church budget for 2020/2021.  As a 
reminder, annual meeting, council terms, constitutional vote and budget ap-
proval are all on hold as we work toward making a decision with regard to 
onsite meeting possibilities or next steps in virtual approval process.   

 Approval to move forward with establishing new internet connectivity and 
increased bandwidth to help with future technical support for our ministries 
and worship services.   

 Discussion regarding practice service for council member who wish to partic-
ipate and members of our ministry partners worship teams.  Practice will 
allow us to walk through what a live service would look like under Contra 
Costa County physical distancing regulations and making decisions on best 
practices. 

 Discussion on moving forward with onsite fellowship hour on June 28 in the 
courtyard of the church.  Prepacked food and drink will be available.  Physi-
cal distancing and face coverings will be required.   

 With Zoom fellowship successfully bringing people together, the Monday 
morning Community Connections will be retired.  If you wish to see any that 
you may have missed, check out our website under “Community Connec-
tions” on our homepage. 

 Review and approval to add Madison Downie to our property assistant staff.  
Madison has been supporting many of the projects at St. John’s and recently 
has been trained as a sanitation assistant.  This knowledge and dedication to 
St. John’s will be vital as we look to a return to onsite worship services.  Ap-
proval of this position does not affect our current budget. 

 Approval to move forward with the replacement of the computer server dam-
aged during the fire in the administrative building.  After the fire we took 
emergency steps to support our computer needs through offsite server rental.  
We will move forward with replacing our onsite server with proceeds from 
the insurance payment.  The replacement of the server will affect our budget 
in the positive as there will be no ongoing rental fee.  

With gratitude and love to all, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
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HUMOR FOR OUR TIME 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congre-

gation.  If you are in need of support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our Church Administrator who 

will put you in contact with a Stephen Ministry leader. 

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I 

am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

Isaiah 41:10  

Christ Caring for People Through People 

MINISTRY CONNECTIONS 

CORONA VIRUS—19 

ONGOING LIFE ISSUES 

__________________________ 

Need someone to talk to? 

 

Stephen Ministers are available to listen 

and help you through this—and any—

ordeal. 

Contact: 

Marilyn, Hal, Lynn or Pastor to learn 

more. 

Zoom Fellowship Hour 

Sunday Mornings – 10:30 
grab your coffee, cocoa, cookie 

and connect with one another  

 

Meeting ID: 413 121 9582 

1) Click the url below to join on video 
using a computer or tablet: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4131219582  
 
2) Click on the link below join by video 
on a mobile phone: 
+16699006833,,4131219582#,,# 
 
3) Use a touch tone phone to dial in:   1 
669 900 6833 
When you join a meeting by phone: 
The host will ask for your name so those 
on video can identify you. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION 

Our traditional Sunday School year-end picnic was rolled up into beautifully arranged gift baskets for our kids.  Thanks 

to our amazing group of Sunday School volunteers led by Connie Pfahl, Stephannie Rehana and Sharon Hayes, our kids 

were treated to summer bible lessons, treats and messages of God’s love.  This has been a challenging  year for teachers in 

all areas of education—from Christian to school— and we offer prayers of thanksgiving for the wonderful gifts that they 

give to our children every day!  We look forward to seeing everyone soon—in the meantime, enjoy the smiles! 



ELCA Anti-Racism Pledge 

 

And whatever you do, in word 

or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father 

through Him (Colossians 

3:17). 

The Emanuel 9—are the nine 

people shot and killed on June 

17, 2015 during a Bible study at 

Emanuel African Methodist 

Episcopal Church in Charles-

ton, SC.  The ELCA adopted a 

resolution designating June 17 

as a commemoration of this 

day and all are asked to con-

demn the ideology of white 

supremacy and to strive for 

racial justice and peace. 

Five years after the killing at 

Emanuel African Methodist 

Episcopal Church, the country 

is still facing deep racial di-

vides.  The recent deaths of 

Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd, 

Rayshard Brooks and others 

show that as a community we 

are not doing enough to make 

change.  As a Christian body 

we are encouraged to   commit 

to study, prayer and to strive to 

be an anti-racist body serving 

in Christ’s name. 

Our  ELCA church body, as a 

whole, encourages us not to 

just talk but to take action.  

Please join us by going to 

elca.org/racialjusticepledge to 

commit yourself to change. 
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ANTI-RACISM BOOK SUGGESTIONS  

As mentioned in Pastor’s article on the front page, there are many resources availa-
ble to help us to build a society free of racism and inequality.  These books are just 
some of the ways that you can begin a dialog in your family and in your community: 

Adults 

“Dear Church:  A love letter from a Black preacher to the whitest denomination 
in the U.S.”,   Lenny Duncan 

“Becoming an Anti-Racist Church,” Joseph Barndt 

“Between the World and Me,” Ta-Nehisi Coates 

“How to be Anti-Racist,” Ibram X. Kendi 

“So You Want to Talk About Race,” Ijeoma Oluo 

“White Fragility: Why it’s so Hard for White People to Talk about Racism,” Rob-
in DiAngelo 

 

Children 

“Something Happened in Our Town,” Marianne Celano, Marietta Collins, Ann 
Hazzard; Illustrations by Jennifer Zivoin (Also on video) – Ages 4-8 

“The Day You Begin,” Jacqueline Woodson – Ages 4-8 

“Let it Shine: Stories of Black Women Freedom Fighters,” Andrea Pinkney – Ag-
es 6-9 

“Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegre-
gation,” Duncan Tonatiuh – Ages 6-9 

“Shining Star: The Anna May Wong Story,” Paula Yoo – Ages 6-11 

“I am Not a Number” (First Nation children forced into residential schools), 
Jenny Kay Dupuis and Kathy Kacer – Ages 7-11 

 

Continue to seek peace, understanding, equality and hope: 

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they 
will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”  
Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a com-

munity of faith to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

Healing God, give comfort and wholeness to all in any need, especial-

ly: Garth Bendel, Trudel Breuer (sister-in-law of Kermit Sveen), 

Dolores Danville, Julie Ellingson, the Fanning Family, Chris & Sheri 

Finstad, Judy Haye-Coll, Margot Johnson, Olivia Lake, James Lin-

man Sr., Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Bob Reed, Alice Ros-

tad, Hannah Smith (relative of Silvia Treichelt), Irene Swann, Toby 

Villa (friend of Nanci Treichelt), Mike Wallace (brother of Betty 

Cornwell), Nick Watney (nephew of Suzanne Reitz), Harry & Diane 

Wulf; and those who mourn Joyce Taylor, Karen Mallery (aunt of 

Audra Goldstein), Dan Marsh and Gary Ramos.  

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, 

Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

At this time where we focus on independence, as a nation, as a peo-

ple, as a community of faith, we offer prayers that the foundation of 

independence be evident in the works of our land.  That through sac-

rifice and dedication, we will live in a time where it is no longer a 

dream that there is equality for all persons, but that there is sus-

tained and measurable reality that these truths be upheld that “all 

[people] are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable Rights, that among those are life, liberty and 

the pursuit of happiness.”  May our prayers bring comfort to those 

who struggle to be shown equality and justice and may peace reign in 

our Country and our world.     
 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 

  

7 

 

JULY HOLIDAYS 

 

Mt. Cross Summer Events 

Missing the thought of sum-
mer camp?  Join Mt. Cross 
each Sunday in July at 7:30 
p.m. for their virtual camp 
party, complete with wor-
ship, songs and stories 
around the campfire.  
Search Mt. Cross on your 
Facebook page for further 
information. 

In addition to the campfire 
fun, Mt. Cross is also offer-
ing Camp Care Packages … 
with activities for children 
and families.  If you prereg-
istered for camping at Mt. 
Cross they will be sent to 
you automatically, but if you 
hadn’t yet signed up, con-
tact adam@mtcross.org and 
for a small donation you 
and your family can also get 
a Camp Care Package. 

Finally, note that Mt. Cross 
is also offering their small 
campground area for indi-
vidual rental from July 1 
through August 9—if you 
are interested go to 
MtCross.org. 

International Day of Friendship—July 30 
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As difficult as it is to stay apart, the Synod encourages, and the Council  agrees, that it is  imperative that we con-
tinue to protect the health of our Congregation during this time of pandemic.  With recent spikes in the number of 
cases in our County and our State, we want to make every effort to ensure the safety of all—especially those most 
vulnerable. 

A word from our Synod about Congregational Visits/Onsite Worship.   

“We [the Synod] are encouraging congregations not to begin in-person worship before July 31, 2020.  That 
counsel stands, and will likely be extended into at least September, given the latest reports of the rising number 
of cases of COVID-19 being diagnosed in both California and Nevada and concerns being expressed by health 
officials for limiting public gatherings.”  Bishop Mark, Pastor Katy and Pastor Tita  (Sierra Pacific Synod) 

As a Council and a community of Faith, we will continue to look for ways to enhance our online worship opportu-
nities and to provide opportunities to Grow in Faith—Experience Joy-Serve with Compassion.  We are church 
body that has endured many challenges in it’s 71+ years and we know that we will come out  of this stronger and 
more committed then ever. 

What we ask of you?  Participate!  Worship!  Rejoice in the Lord!   

 

SHELTER IN PLACE UPDATES 

PRACTICE WALK-THROUGH 

The Council met on June 28 to do a “walk through” in-person worship so that we can have best practices in place 
for when we return.  In addition to the council volunteers, we asked volunteers from our two ministry partners, 
Antioch Christian Center and Harvest Church, to meet with us so that we can discuss the needs of all our minis-
tries.  We learned a lot—some we expected, some we did not … but all of it helps us to make best decisions for the 
return of onsite activities to St. John’s. 

SOME VISUAL EXPECTATIONS 

As we work to understand the many requirements of Contra Costa County and the State of California, there are a 

few things we already know:  face coverings and social distancing will be a requirement when the time comes to 

have in-person worship.  To help you prepare for some of what you will see when you return, we are presenting an 

example of some of the signage the Council has worked on to guide us into this new way to worship in-person: 

 

Red Hexagon = safety/health Blue Circle  = Physical Distancing 

Stay well, stay safe and stay informed.  To find the information the Council is using to help them navigate the 

many decisions go to:  www.contracosta.ca.gov.   
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OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP—JUNE 28 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 

Facebook and the St. 

John’s website regularly 

for updates on events 

and to access our ser-

mon podcasts.   

You can also find mem-

ber-specific information 

on our internal web pag-

es.   

See the Council Secre-

tary for more infor-

mation. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND AN-

Kurt & Diana Nunnenkamp 

July 1 

Derek & Silvia Treichelt 

July 1 

Bill & Betty Cornwell 

July 5 

Todd & Brooke Farrington 

July 7 

Joseph & Patricia Reitz 

July 7 

Mike & Carol Slinde 

July 12 

Jim & Sharon Halvorson 

July 26 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Podcast 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Growth in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Tymothy Althaus 

July 6 

Serenity Ferguson 

July 7 

Howard Dobler 

July 12 

Bonnie Battey 

July 23 

Trinity Patchin 

July 21 

Luke Rockenbaugh 

July 25 

Joseph Heath 

July 29 

Carol Laituri 

July 29 

Please note: the June Calendar and Worship 

Assistant Schedule  have not been included 

due to the shelter at home declaration by the 

Governor.  A calendar and schedule will be 

sent when the declaration is lifted. 


