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PASTOR’S PIECE 
 
Blessed Pentecost, praise to the Holy Trini-
ty and happy summer!  

We don’t know what changes this summer 
will bring as far as COVID-19 infection 
trends or loosening of quarantine re-
strictions, but we do know that we have not 
and will never stop being Christ’s church. 
We have – thanks be to God! – learned 
new ways to worship, reminding us that 
the church in every age is inspired to hear and proclaim God’s grace, pray 
together and continually discern how we are to serve under ever-changing 
circumstances. 

At Pentecost (May 31) we celebrate the Holy Spirit as the power and wisdom 
of God always among us. Pentecost often is called the birthday of the church, 
for on that day a diverse crowd from many nations heard the gospel of Christ 
Jesus proclaimed in their own language from  Spirit-infused disciples – and 
the revelation of God’s grace to every corner of the world began. 

Then (June 7) we honor The Holy Trinity: God the Father, Son and Holy Spir-
it; the Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier; the Mystery Beyond Us, the Mystery 
Among Us, the Mystery Within Us. Did you know that the word “trinity” does 
not appear in the Bible? It comes from our understanding that Christian com-
munity is called into harmony and action through God’s being and work.  
Tune in that day for a special ELCA worship service in place of our regular 
worship podcast.  It will feature a sermon by Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton. 

More than a doctrine, “The Trinity expressed the heart of our faith: We have 
experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us al-
ways through the Holy Spirit.” (Sundays and Seasons) We, the church, are 
formed by this gracious God – who is relational even within God’s own self! – 
to be in right relationship with God, with one another and with our neigh-
bors. 

We do this by teaching and living the gospel to make disciples in all nations 
(Matthew 28:19), and even though we will face opposition (Matthew 10) we 
should not be afraid, because we are so precious to God that “even the hairs 
of your heads are counted.”  

As we shelter at home, as we venture out with essential tasks, as we discern 
when and how we may physically come together in a way that is safe for all, 
we are reminded that the Spirit of truth is with us and will continue to guide 
and equip us to love one another as Christ loves us. 

Trusting in the Spirit, 

Pastor Lori 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Can you help?  We have been 
blessed to have complete a 
big portion of our upgrade/
cleaning through the gener-
ous gift of both time and tal-
ents—but there are both some 
labor and financial needs that 
we could use some help on?  
See page 6. 

 Pentecost Fellowship hour is 
coming; please mark your 
calendar to participate. 

 The Annual Congregational 
Meeting and corresponding 
actions are on hold.  See no-
tice on page 5. 

 



PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Church Business:  Due to the shelter  in place, w e are not only un-
able to worship together, but we will not be to conduct our annual meeting 
in June.  The church council will pass resolutions to continue the budget at 
its current level and council member will retain their positions until further 
notice.  We will plan to re-schedule the annual meeting as soon as we are 
permitted. 

CARES – PPP Loan:  W e w ere successful in attaining a Payroll 
Protection Program (PPP) loan through BAC bank. In order for the loan to 
be 100% forgiven, we must spend at least 75% of it within an 8-week period 
(by June 30th) on payroll related costs.  Any remaining amount may be used 
for such things as utilities or mortgage interest.  Our Treasurer, Sherrie 
Downie, will be keeping a close eye on our salary and wage expenses to en-
sure we qualify for the 100% forgiveness. 

Call Committee:  The Call Com m ittee continues to meet regularly 
via Zoom technology which enables all the participants to see and hear each 
other over the internet at the same time.  

COVID19:  W hile this is definitely a new  challenge for  us, I w ant 
to thank Pastor Lori, Magic Jaquez, Gary Freedman, Brita Bleuel and all 
who have participated in keeping the members of St. John’s connected 
through our Podcast Worship Services.  Thank you also goes to the News 
Buddies who provide printed copies of the Order of Worship and Sermons 
for those without internet.  Connie Pfahl has also been providing Sunday 
School lesson plans and crafts to families with small children.   

Office Building Fire: W e have received a settlem ent check from  
Church Mutual.  Recently, I met with another company representative to 
discuss the cost of the demolition and replacement of the office building.   
However, I am still waiting for Restoration Management to submit another 
bid for the demolition of the facility.  The council has discussed a secure 
investment for the settlement money while we await more information on 
the costs to replace the office building. I have also contacted the city of An-
tioch to see about permits and whether or not the ramp is still up to code 
and can remain in place.  That would save us a great deal of money. 

Things Needing Attention: W hen our  w orship service schedule 
returns, you will notice a few changes.  Thanks go out to Sherrie Downie, 
Madison Downie, and Sharon Hayes for their work in the Fellowship Hall, 
Kitchen and Storage Closet.  Thanks go to Brita Bleuel and the company for 
which she works.  They have donated a variety of furniture that has been 
placed in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.   

Vandalism:  Only one incident of people ’s household possessions 
being dumped on the church property.  But at least they dumped it out of 
sight within the trash bin storage area.  Thank you, Sherrie Downie and 
Sharon Hayes, for getting all the stuff into the dumpster. 

 

In His service, 

Bill Dietz  

Look Where We’ve Come ... 

Did you know that in late 
March of this year, most of us 
had never heard of “podcast”? 

Many of us who support the 
weekly worship podcasts had 
never recorded on their 
phones, spliced recordings, or 
connected slide shows.   We 
hadn’t heard of Zoom or so-
cial distancing or sheltering 
in place; but, just as the 
Christians who came before 
us, we found a way to adapt.   

Imagine a time where the 
stories of Jesus were shared 
by story keepers traveling by 
foot from town to town 
spreading the good word.  
Imagine how foreign the first 
printed Bible felt or the first 
worship on the radio or tele-
vision.   

The word of God always finds 
a way to make its way 
through the darkness—just as 
it has done during this time of 
pandemic.   

We at St. John’s are continu-
ing to reach out to one anoth-
er, to the community and to 
the world by any means we 
are able.  Keeping the stories 
of Christ alive, we become the 
story keepers for the next 
generation who will say “look 
where we’ve come”. 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

Summer is upon us.  Time to warm up and bask in the SONshine!  Rejoicing in 
our Savior all of our days!  Many of us are serving in a variety of different ways, 
keeping things moving as we look toward the time when we all return to worship.  
A few quick “Shout Outs”:  Gary Freedman for his technology support on the 
podcasts and training; Sherrie Downie, Ada Lindborg and Sharon Hayes for their 
continued work on upgrading and cleaning our facility; Jim Person for advice 
and counsel on technology and facility matters; our Call Committee for their 
commitment to the process of calling a new pastor; Stephen’s Ministers; Connie 
Pfahl; Assistant Ministers, Lectors … the list can go on and on.  Look in the mir-
ror, you too continue to support our mission in this community by listening to 
the worship podcast, praying and giving.  Thank you to all of our family of faith. 

The following business was conducted at our May Council meeting: 

Annual Congregational Meeting/Etc.  After  review ing w ith Synod rep-
resentatives, the Council voted to postpone our annual meeting and correspond-
ing matters until the shelter in place requirements are lifted and it is safe to gath-
er together.  The Council will review on a case-by-case basis any matter of urgen-
cy to determine if further steps need to be taken to meet virtually. 

Church Mutual Funds.  W e have received the pay-out from the fire in the 
administrative building.  After reviewing options, the Council voted to put the 
funds into a Thrivent Mutual account.  The account will allow the money to incur 
gains but is a secure fund to provide comfort during these uncertain financial 
times.  All funds are available as needed to move projects forward in connection 
with the administrative building repair. 

Preparing for Return to our Church Facility.  The Council continues 
to monitor regulations in connection with the current shelter in place require-
ments.  The safety of our Congregants and our Ministry Partners is of our utmost 
concern.  We continue to look at ways to adhere to future social distancing re-
quirements while being able to have a meaningful worship service and connec-
tion with one another.  During this time we are also looking at long term technol-
ogy solutions to allow us to broaden our reach to our members and community.  
The Council is evaluating the possibility of live streaming services through our 
website and enhancing our podcast. 

PPP Loan.  W e are grateful for  the federal support provided through 
the SBA CARES Payroll Protection Plan.  These loan funds will allow us some 
breathing space to meet payroll. 

Fellowship/Congregational Care.  These tw o m inistr ies have been vi-
tal in outreach and support during this time and they continue to look at ways to 
connect to our family of faith.  Coming soon, graduation, Father’s Day and regu-
lar connections through calls and mail. 

Budget Meeting.  Our  budget w ill continue on a m onth -to-month basis 
until we are able to call an Annual Congregational Meeting.  The Council will, 
however, be meeting to draft our 2020/2021 budget.  At this time, we wish to 
remind you of the various options to make your gifts and tithes:  on our website, 
by mail or by contacting our Treasurer, Sherrie Downie. 

We rejoice in the knowledge that God provides all things!   

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
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CALL COMMITTEE 

 

The Call Committee continues to meet 

with potential candidates for our open 

pastor position.  It has been a reward-

ing and uplifting experience to meet 

with the candidates and to hear their 

faith stories.   

Our regular meetings are structured to 

not only conduct business but to grow 

in our own faith through prayer and 

devotion. 

As we continue through the processes 

of calling a new pastor, we ask that 

you continue to pray for the Commit-

tee and for the candidates we meet.   

The farther we travel on this journey 

the more difficult it becomes.  We ask 

that you call upon the Holy Spirit to be 

in our hearts as we look toward any 

decision we need to make.  That the 

guidance of our Father’s hand is upon 

our minds as we work through the 

various options.  That the Savior’s love 

gives us hearts of humbleness, hope-

fulness and compassion.   

We do all for the glory of our Trinity 

and offer prayers to all of you as you 

continue to stand beside us in strength 

as we wait for God to lead our new 

pastor into our midst. 

Rejoicing in his name, 

Your Call Committee  

 

Mary Soliz, Carol Laituri, Connie 

Pfahl, Bill Dietz, Marietta Poldrack, 

Ruth Dobler and Brita Bleuel 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.  If you 

are in need of support or the care of a listening heart, contact our 

Church Administrator who will put you in contact with a Stephen 

 

 

 

COVID—19 

    Don’t give in to fear: God is with us and Stephen 

Ministers are here for you. Contact Marilyn, Hal, 

Lynn or Pastor  

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I 

am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

Isaiah 41:10  

Christ Caring for People Through People 

STEPHENS’ MINISTRY CROSS WALL 

Our dedicated and active painters have made room in 

our Fellowship “café” for a Cross Wall.  If you would 

like to donate a cross for the wall, reach out to Sherrie 

Downie or Sharon Hayes.   

Whether you are a member of our family of faith or a 

friend, you are invited to participate by donating a 

cross.  We are limited on area so we ask that every 

family/person donate just one cross of “reasonable’ 

size.   

We are excited about this new area and hope that it 

will lead to shared memories and open discussion 

about the promises of the Cross. 

We are grateful to all those who have “sheltered” at 

the church facility to work on this, and many other, 

projects.  The donation of their time, labor and treas-

ures has made a significant impact on our facility. 

LIGHTHEARTED MOMENT—SING ALONG 
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PETNECOST SUNDAY—ZOOM FELLOWSHIP 

On May 31st (Pentecost), we will have a congregation-wide (or as 

many as can join) Zoom coffee hour at 10:30 a.m.  For those who 

do not have a computer or cell phone that can get Zoom, we will 

provide a telephone number so you can call in and listen/speak 

during the event. 

More information on how to log into this event will be sent out 

shortly.  So have your cup of coffee ready—and wear RED for 

Pentecost. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL NOTICE—ANNUAL MEETING 



Endowment Committee 

The Endowment Committee 

will be meeting to discuss 

grants and scholarships for 

2020.   

As you will recall, from last 

year’s annual meeting that the 

Endowment Fund did not have 

a sufficient amount of funds to 

provide grants.  We are happy 

to report that the Thrivent En-

dowment Fund had a success-

ful 2019 and  the Committee 

will be in a position to distrib-

ute funds. 

At this time where so many are 

struggling to make ends meet, 

the Endowment Committee 

encourages you to nominate 

nonprofit organizations that 

directly support the most vul-

nerable in our community—

especially those who may be 

essential workers or are strug-

gling from the impact of the 

shelter in place declaration. 

As always, the Fund also looks 

to support those who may wish 

to further their education at 

either a college, trade school or 

other online educational op-

portunity.   

Grant applications are availa-

ble on our website or by reach-

ing out to a member of your 

Endowment Committee. 

If you have any questions on 

how you can continue to sup-

port the work of our Endow-

ment Committee with your 

financial support, please see 

our website under Giving.   

2020/2021 

Endowment Committee 

Peter Norlander 

Eileene Blumhardt-Butler 

Brenda Whitlow 

Manny Soliz 
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CAN YOU HELP? 

As we mentioned a few months ago, getting our facility ready to welcome home a 
new pastor is going to take EVERYONE! 

We are grateful for the efforts of all those who have been assisting in updating our 
property.  We have been blessed  by so many gifts of time, talent and … treas-
ures!  The reality is, to date, there has been no cost to our general fund.  How amaz-
ing it is to have such generous hearts and passion for our church. 

But, there are many additional little projects that could use either some “physical” 
support or some “financial” support.   

Want to help: 

 Cost of new floodlight on entry way column:  $ 50.00 and/or labor to install. 

 Cost of new window for robing room:  $300.00 and/or labor to install. 

 New paint (or deep cleaning) of the Sanctuary walls: We have received only 
one quote for $4300 to paint the Sanctuary.  There are immediate touch up are-
as and long term needs that could use support. 

 Cost of paint for handicapped parking areas: $ 250.00 and/or labor to paint. 

 Updated landscaping.  We had designs put together a few years ago that we 
could slowly chip away at.  If this is an area you are passionate about, let us 
know. 

 Outdoor touch-up painting.:  The outdoor facility is in pretty good shape, but 
there are areas that need some touch up paint.  Cost for can of paint $100.00 
and/or labor to paint. 

 Sink in Office needs to be replaced:  $40.00 

 The gutters need cleaning and repair:  Looking for volunteers to save costs. 

We are so close to really sprucing up our church home.  There are just a few more 
items that need to be supported.  As a team, we are doing our best to manage costs 
and to do all of this without a hit to our strained general fund … if you are in a posi-
tion to help, now is the time. 

With prayers of gratitude for reading this far!   

Your Property Team and Council   

Wonder no longer as to who is helping our Property Team! 

May the Force be With You! 



Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a com-

munity of faith to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

For first responders, essential personnel and medical workers, Garth 

Bendel, Joseph Black Bear (Bill & Betty Cornwell’s son-in-law), Tru-

del Breuer (sister in law of Kermit Sveen), Dolores Danville, Julie 

Ellingson , the Fanning Family, Chris & Sheri Finstad, Judy Haye-

Coll, Richard Jennings (relative of Connie Pfhal); Olivia Lake, James 

Linman Sr., Kingston McFarland, Thalia Massoni, Alice Rostad, Ire-

ne Swann, Harry & Diane Wulf and the nation and world as they 

struggle to contain the spread of the Coronavirus. 

For those who mourn, James Cummins (relative of Connie Pfahl), 

Verna Herzog (mother of Peggy Mills), Karen Mallery (aunt of Audra 

Goldstein), Gary Ramos and Dan Marsh. 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, 

Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

Prayers for the community of Antioch and the surrounding areas that 

there will be peace and stability in our neighborhoods.  We pray for 

those who face hunger, isolation or hopelessness that they may find 

comfort in the hope of our Savior.  May we, as a community of faith, 

be steadfast in our devotion to those less fortunate and to give as we 

are able of our time and talents to bring healing to our world. 

 

Prayers of the People and Sunday morning gospel prayers can now be found on our web-
site.  Please join us in praying for our church, our community and the world. 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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WHAT WE ARE CELEBRATING IN JUNE 

 

June 7 June 21 

Stewardship 

If you have a heart for 
stewardship, the below 
online program might be 
of interest: 

The Stewardship Dis-
cipling Team of the 
Synod invites you to 
an Orientation for 
Stewardship 365 - a 
year round program 
of church revitaliza-
tion and stewardship 
by Rev. Eric H.F. Law 
(Kaleidoscope Insti-
tute) 

Come learn the basics 
of a new program we 
found at a steward-
ship Conference last 
year in San Diego! 

 The Synod will pro-
vide access to this 90 
minute online session 
on Saturday June 13th 
from 2-3:30PM  

If you are interested in at-
tending, please contact 
Pastor Lori who will keep 
you apprised of details.  



Social Media 

Remember to check your 

Facebook regularly for 

updates on events.  We 

even post sermons each 

week for easy access.  In 

addition, our website 

hosts weekly bulletins, 

readings, prayers and 

ministry announce-

ments.  You can also find 

member-specific infor-

mation on our internal 

web pages.  See the 

Council Secretary for 

more information. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

John & Lori Rehana 

June 1 

Lori Eickmann & Steve Wright 

June 7 

Dave & Eva Goplen 

June 2 

Tim & Kris Coley 

June 14 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Podcast 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Growth in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Marilyn Norman 

June 2 

Silvia Teichelt 

June 5 

Barry Sterud 

June 6 

Julie Ellingson 

June 7 

Bobbie Crossland 

June 12 

Mary Francis Turner 

June 13 

Jonathan Rehana 

June 17 

Wendy Shearer 

June 22 

Shamar Seaforth 

June 23 

Jim Linman, Jr. 

June 27 

Bob Reed 

June 30 

 

 

Please note: the June Calendar and Worship 

Assistant Schedule  have not been included 

due to the shelter at home declaration by the 

Governor.  A calendar and schedule will be 

sent when the declaration is lifted. 


