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PASTOR’S PIECE 
 
Is this Easter season the dawn of a new 
Reformation? 

The first disciples spent three years follow-
ing Jesus before they witnessed his horrify-
ing death, experienced his resurrected 
presence among them, and heard his 
promise of the Holy Spirit. With the com-
ing of that Spirit on the Day of Pentecost 
(May 31 this year) these first believers were 
gifted to be the body of Christ and sent to bear the gospel of grace to a world 
in need of good news.  

The church of Christ that began with those first witnesses continues today 
and continues to evolve. In the last several weeks, the COVID-19 quarantine 
has forced us to develop new ways to worship and serve God by serving and 
connecting with one another and our neighbors. It is challenging, scary, excit-
ing, creative – and it is re-creating us in ways we never expected. 

So we can’t help but celebrate resurrection by asking: Is this Easter season 
the dawn of a new Reformation?  

Amen! May it be so!  

This month as we approach Pentecost, we first are steeped in revelations of 
who Jesus is and what Jesus does and what that means for humankind. We 
hear again that Jesus is The Good Shepherd and The Way, The Truth and The 
Life. We hear again that Jesus promised to be with us always in the Holy 
Spirit who guides us into truth and prays in us. It is that Spirit who is inspir-
ing the church – the congregation of St. John’s and churches everywhere – to 
new forms that are still rooted in a tradition of gathering together, whether in 
person or virtually, and hearing the word, sharing the Eucharist (as we are 

able) and remembering our baptisms, 
and then being sent to be the heart of 
Christ to those in need. 

Is this Easter season the dawn of a new 
Reformation? Amen – for we are always 
being made new in Christ! 

In resurrection – and Reformation – 
hope and joy, 

Pastor Lori 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• As we continue to shelter at 
home, the Council and minis-
try leaders are working to 
maintain the  church facility 
and strengthen the financial 
situation.  See President & 
Council reports on page 2 and 
3. 

• How do we maintain connec-
tion in this time of separa-
tion?  See information on 
projects and ways to connect 
on page 4. 

• Worshiping amidst the Covid-
19 pandemic and beyond.  See 
page 5 

• Graduation celebration will 
go “virtual” this year.  See 
how to participate and cele-
brate your graduate.  Page 7. 

 

“I captured this image from a cab on the 
way to the airport in Rome in 2018.  Then 
it was about pollution, but now it reminds 
me of the way we as Christians are called 
to love  one another.” 



PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

CARES – PPP Loan:  On April 8th , St. John's applied for a loan through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act and under the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP).  We applied for this loan through the Thrivent 
Federal Credit Union.  We were hoping this would cover payroll costs, interest on 
mortgage obligations, and possibly payments on utilities for the period of time in 
which we have had to shelter in place. This loan was to be forgiven 100% if we met 
certain criteria following the shelter in place period.  Unfortunately, we were in-
formed on April 14th that our application was turned down and by that time the 
money was distributed to other for-profit and non-profit businesses.  We will keep 
trying. 

Call Committee:  The Call Com m ittee has concluded the first round of 
interviews with four candidates.  The committee continues to meet via ZOOM tech-
nology which enables all the participants to see and hear each other over the inter-
net at the same time.  

Office Building Fire – Church Mutual has issued a check to St. John’s for the loss 
of the Office Building. While we determine the next steps and await the removal of 
the burned structure, we will be seeking a financially wise place for it to earn some 
interest.  However, I am still waiting for the local adjuster to submit another bid for 
the demolition of the facility.   We have paid for the inventory of the salvageable and 
non-salvageable items.  

Things Needing Attention: W hen our  w orship service schedule returns, 
you will notice a few changes.  Thanks go out to Sherrie Downie, Madison Downie, 
and Sharon Hayes for their work in the Fellowship Hall, Kitchen and Storage Clos-
et. 

Sanctuary Lighting:  The replacem ent of the burned-out lights has been put 
on hold temporarily 

Vandalism:  The shed w as, once again, broken into.  This tim e item s 
were stolen.  The bouncy-house, lawn mower, and tree trimmer were taken. After 
the break-in, we relocated other items of value into storage within the church. Then 
a pane of glass was broken on the door to the Robing Room. Then the spotlight for 
one of the stone columns at the parking lot entrance was stolen. This was probably 
done to gain access to our electricity again. Scott Andelin has temporarily capped 
and hid the wiring. Most recently it was discovered that someone was on the roof. 
The gate door to the AC unit was pried open.  The door to the circuit breaker was 
found open.   

Outside Electrical Outlets:  W ith the help of Scott Andelin, we have tem -
porarily shut off the electricity to 4 of 5 outlets by shutting off their circuit breakers. 
The 5th outlet had to be disconnected and removed because the circuit breaker is 
vital and cannot be turned off for extended periods of time. 

Outside Security Sensor: A m otion security sensor was placed on gutter  
facing the east side of the building. This is the side faces the corner of E. Tregallas 
and Shaddick.  The other night I tested the alarm since it is only programed to flash 
during night hours.  It flashed, but the red flashing did not seem to be any brighter 
than the white light that illuminates that side of the building.  Plus it still has a 
blind spot under the overhang.    

Additional Security:   Gary Freedm an w ill be researching the installa-
tion of additional surveillance cameras on the outside of the building, In the mean-
time, Sherrie Downie has placed new signs around the outside of the building stat-
ing that the facility is being monitored by cameras.  I have also installed some cam-
era domes around the perimeter of the building to give the appearance of cameras.   

Security Alarm System: If you have a key w hich allow s you to enter  the 
church, you must be prepared to use the security panel to either turn the alarm sys-
tem off or on if you are the first person entering or last person leaving the church. 
Many thanks go to Gary Freedman for overseeing this installation. An email has 
been disseminated with instructions for those people having keys  

(see page 6 for continuation of President’s Report) 

CONGRATULATIONS 

“On April 30th we will cele-
brate our 65th wedding anni-
versary. We are doing fine in 
our shelter at home. Talking to 
doctors on video conference, 
each having their own system.  

Had a wonderful Easter. Had 
zoom for family gathering, 
each in our own homes.  Hope 
everyone at St. John's is well, 
following all the recommenda-
tions, and we look forward to 
seeing you in the future. “ 

Love to all, 
Marilyn & Hal 
 

Congratulations on your 65th anni-
versary—Your St. John’s Family  
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

We rejoice that we were able to worship together as a family of faith—even if it was 
virtually-and celebrate the Resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  If you are like 
many on the Council you probably never thought that there would be deep mean-
ing and spiritual connection to a cracker and wine/juice in your kitchen … but so 
many of us have found that in the solitude and quiet of our own homes we have 
heard Christ’s voice clearly.  We are touched by the many stories we have heard of 
deepening faith and commitment to sharing His message with others.  Through 
the chaos, Christ shines His light. 

The Council continues to work on matters related to the Covid-19 crisis and in the 
day-to-day responsibilities of the church.  Our most recent Council meeting was 
held by conference call.  The following matters are  a highlight of that meeting: 

Update from the Congregation.  The Pastor shared success stories on our “buddy 
program”, “community connections” and “worship podcasts”.  We are happy to 
hear how many are giving, attending and working with one another during this 
time. 

Treasurer’s Report.  The Treasurer’s report showed a continuation of giving dur-
ing the Covid-19 shelter at home declaration.  We are grateful for the many people 
who signed up for online giving and for those who are driving by and dropping off 
their donations.  As our income was already slightly down for the budget year, this 
continued giving during this time is paramount in meeting our needs.  We have 
taken several steps to minimize costs:  cleaning service has been suspended, gar-
dening has been downsized, electrical has less use and regular expenses like coffee, 
etc., are minimized but continued giving will be key to weathering this crisis. 

Audit.  Our audit showed that our books are in good order and that our processes 
are generally solid.  In the next church year the council will work with the Audit 
Committee to discuss some suggested improvements and to ensure that regular 
audits are met. 

SBA CARES Loan (Payroll Protection Plan).  The Executive Committee is working 
with banking institutions and the Small Business Association to see if the church 
qualifies for the Payroll Protection Plan available as part of the federal govern-
ment’s stimulus package.  We have hit several roadblocks but we continue to look 
at this as a possible area of support during the Covid-19 crisis. 

Vandalism/Etc.  The Council continues to work on ways to keep our property 
secure while being compassionate to those less fortunate.  To discourage 
“camping” on our property, Bill Dietz and Scott Andelin were able to turn off the 
electrical outlets.  This has helped to significantly minimize the amount of people 
who “camp” at our location.  April showed a decrease in the amount of vandalism 
but not an entire cessation of events.  We have cameras and security around the 
property and continue to look at additional areas of need. 

Annual Meeting/Budget/Terms/Etc.  The Council is working with Synod staff to 
understand how we manage the Constitutional requirements to hold our annual 
meeting and budget in June 2020.  We are also looking at how continued social 
distancing may impact votes on our new Constitution and any potential Call Com-
mittee selections.   

In prayerful recognition that we do all things for the Glory of God! 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
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CALL COMMITTEE 

The Call Committee has begun meet-
ing with potential candidates for the 
open pastoral position at St. John’s by 
Zoom.  The Call Committee has been 
pleasantly surprised at the depth of 
detail and personality you can recog-
nize even when meeting through a 
virtual conference. 

The Call Committee has determined 
that we will slow down the process of 
the interviews to allow the candidate 
and St. John’s to fully understand the 
impact that the Covid-19 crisis will 
have on our ability to call a pastor or 
to allow a pastor to make a change to 
his/her call or location at this time.  
The pastoral candidates we have met 
are understanding and grateful that 
we are being thoughtful to the un-
known nature of the next few months.   

The Call Committee would like to 
share a debt of gratitude with the Con-
gregation.  We have had positive feed-
back about the openness and honesty 
of our ministry site profile (“MSP”).  
All of the candidates we have met to 
date have commented on our ability to 
reflect the true path the Congregation 
has taken to this point.  The Call Com-
mittee is grateful to everyone who 
participated in town hall meetings, to 
the Transition Team who worked so 
diligently to gather information and to 
all those who had a hand in allowing 
us to present ourselves in a way that 
candidates feel connected to.   

Mary Soliz, Carol Laituri, Connie 
Pfahl, Bill Dietz, Marietta Poldrack, 
Ruth Dobler and Brita Bleuel 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Con-

gregation.  If you are in need of support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our Church Administrator who 

will put you in contact with a Stephen Ministry leader. 

 

 

 

COVID—19 
Don’t give in to fear: God is with us and Stephen 
Ministers are here for you. Contact Marilyn, Hal, 
Lynn or Pastor  

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I 
am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
Isaiah 41:10  

Christ Caring for People Through People 

 

STEPHENS’ MINISTRY 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Were you ever a pen pal?  Wrote letters to 
college sweethearts?  There was a time 
when the written word was our only way to 
communicate.  Think about those times 
when you would rush to the mailbox to see 
if you received mail.  That thrill and joy that 
you could hold a piece of paper and know 
that someone was thinking about you. 

During this time of sheltering at home, 
many people—within our congregation and 
outside of it—are looking for that little bit of 
joy.  The good news is, we have many differ-
ent ways to communicate now. 

Take a moment, find the way that is most 
comfortable and reach out to someone: 

Call.   Ma ke a  phone ca ll a nd cha t for  
a few minutes. 

Facebook.  Sta r t up a  cha t on Fa ce-
book by posting a question or conversation 
starter. 

Write.  Dr op a  note to someone tha t 
crossed your mind and send it off to them. 

Virtual Phone/Chat Rooms.  Ther e 
are many options for using programs/apps 
to reach out to people.  Start a virtual prayer 
group, Bible study or just a plain old fash-
ioned girls’ night or guys get together. 

Prayer With One Another.  W e pr a y  
for one another regularly, but what if we 
took time to pray with one another.  Bob 
and Brenda Whitlow have been encouraging 
everyone to pray at 7pm each evening for 
this crisis.  However you wish to keep in 
touch, take part of that time to share a pray-
er and be connected through the saving 
Grace of our Lord and Savior. 

CROSS WALL 

Our dedicated and active painters have made room 
in our Fellowship “café” for a Cross Wall.  If you 
would like to donate a cross for the wall, reach out to 
Sherrie Downie or Sharon Hayes.   

Whether you are a member of our family of faith or a 
friend, you are invited to participate by donating a 
cross.  We are limited on area so we ask that every 
family/person donate just one cross of “reasonable’ 
size.   

We are excited about this new area and hope that it 
will lead to shared memories and open discussion 
about the promises of the Cross. 

We are grateful to all those who have “sheltered” at 
the church facility to work on this, and many other, 
projects.  The donation of their time, labor and treas-
ures has made a significant impact on our facility. 
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BAJA MISSION TRIP—UPDATE 

The Baja 2020 Mission Team greatly appreciates your 
support and gracious donation toward this year’s mis-
sion trip to Baja, Mexico! Due to the Corvid 19 pan-
demic, Inalienable (our trip organization) has wisely 
decided to cancel our trip this year.  

However, the Baja team will donate a portion of the 
funds raised towards the ministries we have served 
during the last several years in Baja, Mexico. 

These ministries include: 

 Mujeres Nuevo Comienzo A.C. which is a 
women’s Shelter where women overcome their addic-
tions, abuse and experience the restoring love of Jesus 
Christ.  

Web site: www.mncfreshstart.org   

Oasis After School Programs 
which is a safe place for kids and 
teens to learn, eat and play.  They 
help with homework, tutoring, mentoring and much 
more. 

Web site:  www.OasisInBaja.com 

Inalienable w hich has served the m igrants for  
15 years whom live isolated, ignored, and invisible in 
their own country. They implement projects such as 
teaching moms to read, delouse children’s heads or 
help families acquire birth certificates so they can at-
tend school and medical services. 

web site:  www.inalienable.life 

In His Service, Baja Mission Team 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, so many of you have put such faithful effort into helping create or adapt every-
thing from podcast worship to communication systems to service ministries: 

 Podcast Worship. It’s a blessing to have Magic’s music and a growing team of readers helping lead wor-
ship each week. If you would like to read and you know how to record on your phone and send that record-
ing, contact Pastor Lori. And thanks for the feedback! 

 Connections. Monday Com m unity Connections, a vir tual coffee-chat posted weekly, and the 
church website and Facebook Page are all ways to keep up with your friends and the news from St. John’s. 
Send your ideas, poems, photos, prayers and comments for these to Brita. 

 For those who don’t have internet access for the podcasts or to keep up with church news, volunteers print 
out and deliver news and the weekly liturgy and sermon to their buddy. Lovely connections are happening! 

 Serving. Children receive Sunday school lessons and Easter  baskets. The par ish hall is get-
ting a makeover. Efforts to keep the property clean and secure continue. Plans for new avenues for fellow-
ship are being discussed. And the altar is lovingly adorned for the celebration of The Resurrection of the 
Christ – because even while we aren’t worshiping in the sanctuary, it stands as a testament to the Easter 
hope we live in. 

By now we know that social distancing will not be completely lifted soon nor in one fell swoop. We will not “get 
back to normal” in a couple of months – and we heard after Easter in the story of “Doubting Thomas” that 
there is no “normal” after resurrection! This pandemic and the resulting quarantine conditions have been de-
scribed as not a blizzard (an immediate crisis) or even a winter (something to “live through” until spring), but 
a mini ice age (creating new systems to live in for perhaps the next year or two). 

So we trust in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, sent at Pentecost to equip and inspire us to do what we’re doing 
– being church in new ways. Well done, good and faithful servants! 

 

THE CHURCH IN DIASPORA: 
WORSHIPING AND SERVING IN THE COVID-19 QUARANTINE AND BEYOND 
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ELCA WORLD HUNGER 

As we began our Lenten journey, we were asked to collect change (or more)  to sup-
port ELCA World Hunger.  These small gestures of giving to  those less fortunate then 
ourselves were meant to help us reflect on the selflessness of Christ’s deliverance on 
the Cross.  With the onset of the Covid-19 crises we were distracted by the emergent 
plight of so many.  During this time, however, hunger has not gone away.  In many 
cases there are many more people who are struggling with hunger.  As you are able, 
continue to collect on behalf of ELCA World Hunger.  When we are able to return to 
the Sanctuary, we will collect, bless and send the donations directly to those in most 
need. 

For more information, see below excerpt from the ELCA webpage at https://
www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-
Impact : 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger are making a difference. As a partner of churches, 
social ministry organizations and development and advocacy organizations, ELCA 
World Hunger helps reach communities most in need throughout the world. Our re-
lationships in the U.S. and around the world create an infrastructure that allows us to 
be very cost efficient and effective — less than 10 cents of every dollar is used for pro-
gram administration and fundraising.  
 
In 2017, your support of ELCA World Hunger totaled over $21.3 million  
 
From Alaska to Alabama, from Chile to China, your gifts are hard at work helping our 
neighbors near and far break the cycle of hunger and poverty. Your generous giving 
makes it possible for ELCA World Hunger to be present throughout the United States 
and throughout the world. In 2018, we are supporting: 

• Projects in 43 U.S. states and territories 

• 62 countries, including the United States 

From health clinics to microloans, food pantries to soup kitchens, advocacy to com-
munity organizing, your gifts are supporting meaningful solutions that get at the root 
causes of hunger. Learn more about these innovative and effective projects around 
the world. 

 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, "I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.”   Matthew 25:31-40 

Keep an Eye on St. John’s: W ith the issues of trash dum ping and van-
dalism on our campus, if you have an opportunity to drive by the campus, especial-
ly at night, PLEASE do so.  Look for any suspicious activity.  The non-emergency 
telephone number of the Antioch Police is (925) 778-2441.  If you see any lit-
tering on our campus, please pick it up or let a council member know as soon as 
possible.   

 

In His service,  Bill Dietz  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED 

Some of the smiling faces 
of the kids who received 
Easter baskets from our 

Children’s Ministry 
Team! 



Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a com-
munity of faith to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

For first responders, essential personnel and medical workers, Garth 
Bendel, Julie Ellingson, the Fanning Family, Chris & Sheri Finstad, 
the Herzog-Mills Family as they mourn the passing of Verna Herzog 
(mother of Peggy Herzog-Mills), Olivia Lake, James Linman, Sr., the 
Marsh Family as they mourn the passing of Dan Marsh, Kingston 
McFarland, Thalia Massoni, the Ramos Family as they mourn the 
passing of Gary (husband of Rose Ramos), Alice Rostad, Irene 
Swann, Harry & Diane Wulf and the nation and world as they strug-
gle to contain the spread of the Coronavirus. 
For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, 
Francis Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

As we enter this Easter season, a season where we reflect on what it 
means to be followers of Christ, we ask that you give us opportunities 
to shine a light on your love in a world that is struggling with confu-
sion, discontent and fear.  As we look toward a return to the new nor-
malcy that we will face after the shelter in place orders are lifted, we 
ask for your guidance in meeting the needs of the many and for being 
a source of comfort and compassion for those in need.  Help us to 
focus our energy on the greater needs in our community and to be 
selfless in the way we forgive and hope for healing in this world. 
 
Prayers of the People and Sunday morning gospel prayers can now be found on our web-
site.  Please join us in praying for our church, our community and the world. 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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GRADUATION PHOTOS 

Gradua on will look different this year 
… and so will our celebra on for our 
graduates.  Please submit photos to 
the church office -gradua on and 
other photos that reflect the life of 
your graduate - so we can put  togeth-
er a slide show to share with one an-
other. 

Virtual photos (jpeg) are the easiest 
method to transfer photos to our 
slideshow.  If you have a hardcopy, 
you can take a picture with a cell 
phone and text to Brita Bleuel or if 
need to submit a hardcopy, please 
drop it at the church and we will scan 
it. 

We offer prayers to all of our gradu-
ates who have worked so hard to 
reach the milestones that they  have. 

 

WHAT WE ARE CELEBRATING IN MAY 

 

May 10 May 25 May 31 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 
Facebook regularly for 
updates on events.  We 
even post sermons each 
week for easy access.  In 
addition, our website 
hosts weekly bulletins, 
readings, prayers and 
ministry announce-
ments.  You can also find 
member-specific infor-
mation on our internal 
web pages.  See the 
Council Secretary for 
more information. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Brandon & Allison Coburn 
May 4 

Bob & Julie Commins 
May 4 

Gale & Barbara Mar n 
May 22 

Barry & Sharon Sterud 
May 10 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 
Worship Services: 

 
During the Covid-19 Shelter at 

Home declaration 
all Worship Services are by 

Podcast 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Growth in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Eva Goplen 
May 4 

Irene Swann 
May 4 

Joyce Taylor 
May 4 

Rose Dias 
May 6 

Kirby Hayes 
May 6 

Len Marsh 
May 7 

Ruth Dobler 
May 10 

Ada Lindborg 
May 10 

Steve Ramirez 
May 12 

Pat Person 
May 13 

Brian Nizar Santos 
May 15 

Chuck Keller 
May 24 

Aylin Reyes 
May 26 

Corey Sater 
May 28 

Anthony York 
May 29 

Tyler Fuchs 
May 29 

 

 

 

Please note: the May Calendar and Worship 
Assistant Schedule  has not been included 
due to the shelter at home declaration by the 
Governor.  A calendar and schedule will be 
sent when the declaration is lifted. 


