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The Faithful Times 
PASTOR’S PIECE 
February 2 is the mid-point between win-
ter solstice and the spring equinox. As the 
days continue to slowly grow longer in 
these Sundays after the Epiphany – the 
“season of light” – we continue to find im-
agery of Christ’s radiance in our gospel 
readings: “You are the light of the world,” 
and “Let your light shine.” 

We end the month with The Transfigura-
tion of Our Lord on Feb. 23, when the brilliance of the Christ shines forth 
from the mountain peak – and then Jesus immediately leads the disciples 
down into the messy, shadowy valleys of human existence. 

Like the first disciples, we, too, are called to illumine the shadow places. We 
do so with our actions and with our words. As far as actions, St. John’s offers 
or participates in ministries that serve local families in need, that shine the 
love of Christ in other countries, and that teach children and adults the story 
of God’s grace in Christ. As for one use of our words: St. John’s prays! Each 
Sunday in our Prayers of the People, we pray for “the church, the world and 
all people in need.” 

Do you practice the spiritual discipline of daily prayer? What needs must be 
illuminated and what gifts celebrated in our communities, nation and world 
each day?  

You can pray for “the church” daily: St. John’s ministry partners and the sis-
ter congregations of our Mt. Diablo Conference, your Call Committee and 
future pastor, and the Christian witness for Christ’s peace worldwide. 

“The world” needs daily prayer, too, including Antioch, Brentwood and Rich-
mond’s people, problems and joys. Pray for peaceful solutions the Middle 
East, for world and local leaders, or for neighbors with long commutes.  

St. John’s is good at praying for “all people in need” each Sunday! Let’s lift up 
the homeless folks who sleep in the gazebo and service members in harm’s 
way each day, too, using our voices as conduits to radiate Christ’s peace and 
justice outward. 

Ash Wednesday, which begins the season of Lent, is Feb. 26. Lent 
is a good season to focus on a spiritual discipline such as prayer. So, I invite 
you to use this month to try out a short-term spiritual practice (or continue 
your already-strong practice!) of focusing daily prayers on specific local and 
global concerns. May this practice support current or lead to new long-term 
practices of praying daily for those around us and those we’ll never meet, part 
of radiating God’s grace out into the world, for the sake of those near and far.  

Shine on! 

Pastor Lori 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Synod approves MSP.  Pray 
for the pastors who review 
that they are led to St. 
John’s. 

• In this time where we have 
seen an increased in damage 
to the property, review Secu-
rity and keep a watchful eye. 

• Baja Mission is coming.  Pray 
for those who attend and ask 
your own heart if this is the 
ministry for you. 

• This is the month of “love”.  
How do we share God’s love 
in meaningful ways?  Pray 
for the world to know God’s 
love. 

• We are blessed to be a com-
munity of faith and to share 
in our mission to grow in 
faith, experience joy and 
serve with compassion. 



“If you have not had a chance to fill out your 
Time &  Talent Survey, please do so … they 
work!” - Brita Bleuel, Council Secretary 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Call Committee & Ministry Site Profile (MSP):  The Synod 
office has reviewed and accepted our MSP.  Now it will go out to 
potential candidates.  Candidates are first vetted by the Office of 
the Bishop and then given to the Call Committee for interviews un-
til a suitable candidate is called.  In the meantime, the church 
council will be developing a financial package for the new pastor.   

How You Can Help! If you have not turned in your pledge 
card yet, please do so soon.  This w ill help the church 
council determine how large or small a financial package we can 
offer to a potential candidate.  Before a candidate is officially called, 
the congregation will vote on the Call Committee’s recommenda-
tion of a candidate and the proposed financial package. 

Office Building Fire – As the inventory of salvageable and non-
salvageable items began on January 10th, it was discovered that the 
chain link and barbed wire fence around the burned office building 
had been breached and one of the large 4 ft by 8 ft plywood panels 
had been removed from the corner meeting room window.  The po-
lice were called to ensure no one was in the building prior to the 
restoration crew’s entry.  While the police were there, I told them of 
the list of problems we have been having from outsiders.  There-
fore, I asked they increase their patrol around our campus, espe-
cially at night.     

Shed Entry: On Decem ber  26th, someone burned off the lock to 
our shed.  While the activity was caught on our video camera, the 
images were too distorted for further use.  It did not appear that 
anything was stolen from the shed.  My thanks to Jim Person for 
the recovery of the camera footage. 

Keep an Eye on St. John’s: W ith the issues of trash dum p-
ing and break-ins on our campus, if you have an opportunity to 
drive by the campus, especially at night, PLEASE do so.  Look for 
any suspicious activity.  The non-emergency telephone number of 
the Antioch Police is  (925) 778-2441.  If you see any littering on 
our campus, please pick it up or let a council member know as soon 
as possible.  A box of disposable gloves is located on the kitchen 
counter. 

In His service, 

Bill Dietz  

TIME & TALENT SURVEY 
UPDATES 

Do you ever wonder what 
happens to surveys that you 
fill out?  Well .. Guess what?  
They are put to use.   

We recently asked everyone to 
fill out Time & Talent Surveys 
so we could match projects 
with interests.  Those surveys 
were gathered and an Excel 
spreadsheet created that can 
be searched based on the 
needs of a ministry.   

And it works: we were looking 
to get more traffic onto our 
Facebook page and needed 
someone to do periodic posts.  
The council secretary searched 
the Time & Talent spreadsheet 
and … like magic … a person 
with an interest in this area 
was matched with the needs 
and we now have daily Bible 
verses being posted to our 
website.  Thank you, Audra! 
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Reminder—as you are able —support the desig-
nated fund for expenses related to calling a new 
pastor to St. John’s.   



THE COUNCIL CORNER 

“There’s nothing  you can know that isn’t known; nothing you can see 
that isn’t shown, there’s nowhere you can be that isn’t where you’re 
meant to be … it’s easy … all you need is love!”  From All You Need is 
Love by the Beetles.   

During this month of Valentine’s Day may we reflect that God knows 
all things, God shows us what needs to be seen in God’s time and leads 
us to where we are meant to be … and it’s easy … all you need is love … 
God’s love!   

The Council continues to work hard during this transition period and 
time of increasing issues on the property to meet the needs of the Con-
gregation.  Here are the highlights from the last Council meeting: 

Facility Agreements.  W e w ill continue our  m inistry partner  
relationships with Antioch Christian Center, Harvest Church and 
Alanon in 2020.  Facility Agreements will be update as of January 31, 
2020.   

Treasurer’s Report.  The Council has been diligent in m anag-
ing costs but we continue to have a downturn in giving.  The yearly 
budget is designed based on the giving trends and our pledge cards.  
Please consider the pledges made as you open your hearts to the call of 
this Congregation to do God’s work. 

Constitutional Changes.  The Synod has provided updates to 
the Constitution.  All changes have been made and the Congregation 
will have a chance to review in advance of our Annual Congregational 
Meeting, to be held on June 13, 2020.   

Pastoral Compensation Package.  W ith the Call Com m ittee 
preparing for pastoral interviews, it is now time for the Council to con-
sider compensation packages for the new pastor.  Please keep these 
meetings in your prayers as we move forward in calling the new pastor 
that God has planned for St. John’s. 

Computer for Counters/Storage.  W e continue to w ork 
through the losses from the fire in the Administrative Building.  Re-
cently we were able to purchase a computer for the Counters to use and 
ordered file cabinets to put our “soon to be” cleaned documents into.  It 
is an amazing and drawn-out process when there is such loss to deal 
with.  We seem to learn something new everyday.  Thank you to all who 
are stepping up to help! 

The Council recognizes the many contributions of so many who work 
daily on behalf of St. John’s.  Our prayers of gratitude to our family of 
faith who support so diligently and lovingly this place of God on the 
corner of Highway Four and East Tregallas. 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
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MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 

AV/Technology.  Issues in the Audio 
Visual room seem to be repaired.  This is 
a vital ministry—if you “hear” or “see” 
an area of improvement, please let Gary 
Freedman know.   

Children & Family.  Family Game Night 
will be on February 8. Join us for this fun 
community event.. 

Congrega onal Care.  Stephen’s Minis-
try has availability to provide care ser-
vices.  If you, or someone you know, is in 
need of care, please see Lynn Ferguson.  
Lynn also extends her thanks to all who 
provided meals during her recover. 

Fellowship.  Our thanks to the Praise 
Team who hosted the shared service 
breakfast on 1/26/2020. 

Mission & Outreach.  The Council voted 
to support and offer prayer for the 2020 
Baja Trip.  The first event will be a dinner 
with entertainment on March 14, 2020.  
Please plan on suppor ng and praying 
for this vital ministry.  Also, if you are 
interested in going on the trip, see Bob 
Grimes. 

Praise Team.  Please welcome our new 
drummer, John Waller.  We are also 
excited to be learning three new con-
temporary songs during the first few 
months of the year:  “Impossible 
Things”, “Praise Him” and “Come to the 
Table”. 

Worship & Music.  There are many op-
portuni es for service within this minis-
try.  In par cular, we are looking for 
assistant ministers—if you can read and 
pray, this is your opportunity!  Acolyte 
training—is your child of age to par ci-
pate, see Pastor Lori. 



We are people called together by the insistent urging of 
the Holy Spirit, empowered to be followers of Jesus 
Christ, rooted in God’s unconditional love. 

St. John’s is part of the Sierra Pacific Synod.  You will hear us use the 
word “Synod” often in our discussions on the transition process, consti-
tution and other administrative areas of St. John’s.  Here’s a little bit 
about our Synod: 

“The Sierra Pacific Synod is one of sixty-five synods of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  The word synod comes from a 
Greek word meaning “to travel a common road—to walk together”.  The 
congregations, the people, and the ministries in our expansive geo-
graphical region walk a common road together as a community of near-
ly 200 congregations in central and northern California and northern 
Nevada that shares a passion for making positive changes in the world.  
Our faith is built around a strong belief in God as made known to us in 
Jesus Christ.  Through worship, service, and education, we practice our 
faith, grow our relationship with God and experience God’s grace in our 
lives.”  spselca.org/about us 

There is much to learn about our Synod and the way it works with local 
congregations to be re-formed in Christ.  Check out their website at 
spselca.org and get to know the Sierra Pacific Synod. 

SIERRA PACIFIC SYNOD  
COMMITTED TO BEING RE-FORMED 
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SECURITY—WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW 

Did you know that churches, 
like homes, need to be pre-
pared in the case of emer-
gency?  Fires, power outag-
es, earthquakes, shoo ngs 
can happen anywhere. 

When you are at St. John’s 
take me to familiarize your-
self with: 

Where are the exits in the 
Sanctuary? In the Fellowship 
Hall? 

Where are the fire ex n-
guishers? 

AED?  First Aide? 

With increased vandalism 
and crime on our property, 
and the ever increasing vio-
lence in the world, it is im-
portant for us to con nue to 
be aware of our surround-
ings and keep a watchful 
eye.  Knowing that God is 
with us gives us strength to 
not hide from the problem 
but to address the problem 
and to be prepared should 
the need arise. 

On our internal website we 
have posted our Safety Man-
ual and our Evacua on Plan.  
Members are encouraged to 
review so that they can as-
sist visitors in the event of an 
emergency. 

In the next few months, the 
council will be working on a 

me for us to prac ce our 
evacua on and safety plans.  
Be an ac ve par cipant. 

If you have training or skills 
in dealing with emergencies, 
please let the Council know. 

Together we can stay safe! 



  

5 

SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATES 

Social Media is always evolv-
ing, as it at St. John’s.  Have 
you taken a look at our web-
site lately … or liked us on Fa-
cebook!   

Here are some updates: 

 

St. John’s previ-
ous itera on of 
it’s Facebook 
page has been 

deleted and the ac ve Face-
book page is now the only one 
linked to our physical address.  
If you are a Facebook user, 
check in when you arrive for 
ac vi es at the Church and let 
the community know we are 
here.  Like the sermon?—let 
others know you liked it … 
start a conversa on and point 
them to our website where 
sermons are posted each 
week.  St. John’s Facebook 
page  now has encouraging 
Bible verses for you to see 
each weekday morning. 

Stjohnsan och.org—our web-
site: 

St. John’s website is updated 
regularly with worship materi-
als, prayers and ministry an-
nouncements.   

The most recent addi ons are: 

Weekly Gospel Prayers 
Seasonal Reflec ons: 

(Epiphany—Season of Light) 

Share the page with friends 
and neighbors so that they can 
have resources to grow in 
faith, experience joy and serve 
with compassion as part of St. 
John’s community of faith. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE 

Stephen Ministers Are Available! 

Recently we received a letter from Stephen Ministry in St. 
Louis sharing what a care receiver wrote to them: 

Would you like to learn more about how Stephen Ministry 
can be there for you? 

Contact:  Marilyn Norman, Hal Norman or Lynn Ferguson to 
learn more. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.  If you are in need of support or the care of a 

listening heart, contact our Church Administrator who will put you in contact with a Stephen Ministry leader. 



 
Bread of Life Outreach 

Support the less fortunate in our 
community by serving meals. 

Second Saturday of the Month 
For more informa on see  

Bobbie Crossland. 

Family Game Night 
Invite friends and family to join in 

this community event. 
February 8 

7 p.m.—Fellowship Hall 

Men’s Coffee Group Mee ng 
Grow in faith; experience joy 
through me spent together. 

Second Wednesday of the Month 
2 p.m.—Fellowship Hall. 

For more informa on see 
Howard Dobler. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Join us on Mondays and bring 
your friends—all our welcome 

10 a.m. 
Celebra ng Love 

a study of 2 Corinthians 

7 p.m. 
study of Habakkuk 

Baja Mission Trip 
Plans are underway for our 2020 

trip from July 11-18 

For more informa on on Baja 
Mission see www.inalienable.life 
for their ongoing dedica on to 

reach out to families and children 
in migrant communi es. 

See Bob Grimes to join the trip. 
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Baja Mission Fundraiser 
Saturday March 14, 2020 

$25 per person 
5:00 p.m. Entertainment 
5:30 p.m. Luau Dinner 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch 
Tickets available in the Fellowship Hall  

or contact: 
Bob Grimes, Sharon Hayes or Sherrie Downie 

Updates to announcements can be heard on Sunday mornings during Worship ser-
vices or on our Facebook page (st-johns-lutheran-church-205979903340176)*  and 
website at stjohnsantioch.org.  Stay updated and share information with our com-
munity. 

 
*Remember to like our Facebook page—once we reach the requisite number of likes we get 
a short/familiar link. 



Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a com-
munity of faith to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

Garth Bendel, Julie Ellingson, Chris & Sheri Finstad,  Jody Jeffrey,  
Olivia Lake, Kingston McFarland, Kathy McNealey, Ruth O’Connor, 
Jim Person, Joe Pregno, Warren Richter, Alice Rostad, Darlene 
Sand, Irene Swann, The Fanning Family, T.J. (four year old child 
with cancer), Artie Wheeler and Harry and Diane Wulf. 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, 
Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

In this month where the focus is on romantic love, may we also offer 
prayers to a loving, gracious God.  Prayers of gratitude for the bless-
ings you shower upon us and the gift of new life provided through 
our Savior.  Thank you for your love that is perfect, it never fails and 
it can never be shattered or taken from us.   We pray that our lives 
would be filled with the overflowing power of your love so that we 
can make a difference in this world and bring honor to you. 

Prayers of the People and Sunday morning gospel prayers can now 
be found on our website.  Please join us in praying for our church, 
our community and the world. 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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Secret Sister Luncheon 
February 22 

Ash Wednesday 
February 26 

[To Come] 
Work Party 

“Make St. John’s Sparkle” 

Palm Sunday 
April 5 

Holy Week 
April 6-10 

Easter 
April 12 

Annual Mee ng 
Saturday, June 13 

 

Each year 20,000 - 30,000 indigenous families travel 2,200 miles by bus, train, or foot to fill one of the many agricultur-
al jobs in Baja California.  Baja’s migrants live isolated, ignored, and invisible in their own country. These are the people 
Inalienable serves.  Through Baja 2020 we implement projects - teach moms to read, delouse children’s heads, or help 
families acquire birth certificates - that identify local assets and close the gaps that separate the migrant community 
from local resources.  When resources like schools, doctors, and housing become accessible, the invisible become visible.  
We welcome all High School youth, young adults and adults with a passion to serve to join us for our annual Baja Mis-
sion Trip.  Last year we had seven participants from St. John’s Lutheran Church and met up with three other churches in 
Chula Vista , California  for a total of 50 plus participants in our group going to serve in Baja, Mexico.   

The Baja Mission team, a 501(c) (3) non profit organization, known as Inalienable, under the leadership of  Arturo Ro-
driquez generates a continuous presence and interaction within the migrant worker families in the agricultural commu-
nities of the Baja region south of Ensenada. In addition to leading the annual mission team, they reach out to families 
and children in the community with the Birth Certificate project.  More recently they are widening their focus on the 
worldwide migrant communities as further defined on their website, www.inalienable.life  

Inalienable’s goal from their website :  “Through these 15 years we have refined our approach-moved from sporadic mis-
sion trips to enduring relationships, replaced charity with dignity, and exchanged temporary solutions for permanent 
change.  Baja Missions mobilize resources for the agricultural migrant community in Baja. We make it our purpose to 
identify the local assets, close the gaps in access, and thereby effect enduring change. Every project we currently imple-
ment attempts to close the existing gaps that separate the migrant community from local resources.   

Whether we are teaching moms to read, delousing children’s heads, or helping families acquire birth Cer-
tificates our fundamental goal and mission is to eliminate gaps, encourage self-sufficiency, and ensure 
dignity.  By gaining access, seizing the resources, the invisible can make themselves seen, their voices 
heard their presence known.  

BE PART OF THE CHANGE—JOIN US ON BAJA MISSION 2020 



4Love is patient; love is kind; love is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant 
5or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or re-
sentful; 6it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the 
truth. 7It bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.  8Love never ends. But as 
for prophecies, they will come to an 
end; as for tongues, they will cease; 
as for knowledge, it will come to an 
end. 9For we know only in part, and 
we prophesy only in part; 10but 
when the complete comes, the 
partial will come to an end. 11When 
I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like 
a child; when I became an adult, I 
put an end to childish ways. 12For 
now we see in a mirror, dimly, but 
then we will see face to face. Now I 
know only in part; then I will know 
fully, even as I have been fully 
known. 13And now faith, hope, and 
love abide, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love. 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NRSV) 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Harry & Diane Wulf 
February 9 

Peggy Herzog-Mills & Paul Mills 
February 16 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 
Worship Services: 

 
Traditional:  8 a.m.  
Fellowship:  9 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship:  10 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday:  9 a.m. 
Sunday School:  10 a.m. 

Fellowship:  11 a.m. 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Growth in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Andrew Faust 
February 1 

Loreli Sater 
February 2 

Meghan Walsh 
February 2 

Josiah Eddings 
February 3 

Manny Soliz, Jr. 
February 4 

Liz Hall 
February 11 

John Thomas Koehne 
February 11 

Dagny Sigurjonsdo r 
February 13 

Harry Wulf 
February 14 

Leesieh Dorley 
February 15 

Kumiki Freedman 
February 16 

Pa  Koehne 
February 16 

Peggy Herzog-Mills 
February 17 

Joan Dieterich 
February 20 

Joseph Reitz 
February 20 

Pat Barkley 
February 24 

Steven Rehana 
February 27 

 


