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The Faithful Times 
PASTOR’S PIECE 
Happy New Year! 

 

A new year, a new decade and – in the 
months ahead – a new pastor for you and a 
new congregation for me.  

Bittersweet, right? 

Perhaps those conflicting feelings reflect 
the Christmas and Epiphany seasons, 
which we in the church celebrate long after 
many folks have put away their trees and 
lights. Our meditations on the incarnation are central to our faith in any sea-
son. 

While many felt peace when we so recently contemplated the baby in the 
manger and gathered with loved ones, others struggled with family es-
trangements, seemingly unanswered prayers or other challenges. Even those 
who revel in Christmas too soon are reminded of the slaughter of the holy 
innocents after the Magi pay homage to the Christ child. And the promise of 
a new year too soon is tarnished by news accounts of the innocents who still 
suffer across the planet. 

Which is why the incarnation is central to our faith in any season. 

At Epiphany (which we’ll celebrate on Jan. 5), the light of a star leads the 
Magi to Jesus, “the light of the world.” Then Jesus – marked and sent in his 
baptism – calls and sends his disciples (including us!) to “let your light 
shine.” Why? Precisely because the world needs illumination wherever vi-
sion is dim. As we’ll confess during the Sundays after Epiphany, “We are not 
just in our dealings with others, we choose revenge over mercy, we fail to 
walk humbly with Jesus.” So Jesus illumines our hearts, showing us what 
mercy, forgiveness and grace look like. We are the recipients of our gracious 
God’s unconditional love – a love that is not overcome even by the shadow 
of death.  

 In this new year, we anticipate many changes. Some may be bittersweet and 
others will be breathtaking. One of my favorite Bible verses is: “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) Putting 
our trust in Christ, may we support one another in embracing a brand new 
year – a gift from the One who lights our way in every season of our lives. 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Lori 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Call Committee completes 
Ministry Site Profile and 
submits to the Synod for 
review. 

• We continue to reflect on our 
past: do you know who de-
signed and created the wood 
and stonework on the altar? 

• Family Game night on Janu-
ary 11, plus other ways to 
participate on page 6. 

• Thank you to Connie Pfahl 
for reminding us that St. 
Nick is part of the true mes-
sage of Christmas. 

• We are blessed to be a com-
munity of faith and to share 
in our mission to grow in 
faith, experience joy and 
serve with compassion. 



“If you haven’t turned in your pledge card yet, please do so soon.  This 
will help the church council determine a compensation package for the 
new pastor” - Bill Dietz, Council President 

Office Building Fire:  As of this w riting, I am  asking the 
church council to select one of two bids we received for the inventory 
of the building contents as well as the determination of salvageable 
and non-salvageable items.  I have also been able to make contact 
with two additional companies that manufacture modular units such 
as we had.  Our representative from Church Mutual, located in Wis-
consin, continues to work with our local (Sacramento) adjuster in 
gathering costs for demolition and replacement of the unit.  These 
costs, minus the depreciation of the unit, will be paid to St. John’s.   

Broken Windows: Last w eek East County Glass & W indow  
replaced the two broken panes of glass on the East side of the church 
building.  One window was on the door to the Robing Room and the 
other was a window to the office of Antioch Christian Center.  

Outside Lighting:  I have replaced about 10 light bulbs 
around the perimeter of the building to brighten our campus at 
night.  You may also notice if you drive by the church at night that 
the large cross located at the corner of East Tregallas Road and 
Shaddick Drive has once again been illuminated by the intended spot 
lights. 

Litter Pickup: Neighbors continue to use our  cam pus as a  
dumping ground.  Two piles of bricks, stones and plastic bins were 
dumped one night in our parking lot.  Because the items were 
dumped on private property, the city of Antioch cannot do anything 
about it.  If you see any littering on our campus, please pick it up or 
let a council member know as soon as possible.  A box of disposable 
gloves is located on the kitchen counter. 

 

In His service, 

Bill Dietz  

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Call Committee & Ministry Site Profile (MSP): Many thanks 
go to the men and women of the Transition Team and Call Commit-
tee for completing and submitting the MSP to the Synod Office. A 
copy of the MSP will be kept in the church office and it will also ap-
pear in the member’s section of the website.  Now the MSP will be 
reviewed by the Bishop before it goes out to potential candidates.  
Candidates are first vetted by the Office of the Bishop and then given 
to the Call Committee for interviews until a suitable candidate is 
called.  In the meantime, the church council will be developing a fi-
nancial package for the new pastor.    

How You Can Help:  If you haven’t turned in your pledge card 
yet, please do so soon.  This will help the church council determine 
how large or small a financial package we can offer to a potential 
candidate.  Before a candidate is officially called, the congregation 
will vote on the Call Committee’s recommendation of a candidate 
and the proposed financial package.  

TRADITIONS, HISTORY 
AND THEIR CONNECTION 
TO THE FUTURE 

Did you know that the stone and 
woodwork on our altar was 
handmade and gi ed to us by 
current members Jim Halvorson 
and Jim Person (along with 
many other hearts and hands)?  
When you look upon the beauty 
of our place of worship do you 
see the handwork, the painstak-
ing detail, the heart of those 
who put their passion to work?  
When you think about the 
hands that laid the founda on 
for our altar, it reminds you of 
the hands that laid the founda-

on for our faith … given in love 
and hope for all genera ons to 
know of God’s grace.  We give 
selflessly as He gave to us. 
Thank you Jim & Jim. 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

People reflect that the new year is a chance to turn the page on an old 
way of life, an old way of doing things and embrace a new one.  What 
does that sound like?  Sounds much like faith.  The New  Year is a new 
beginning—a “new birth”.  In a sense, each day with Jesus is a chance 
to turn the page on an old way of life and embrace a new one.  We are, 
after all, new creation people, born again through our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  We serve a King who renews us daily by the Holy Spirit.  As we 
set goals for the new year, embrace this new beginning that we are giv-
en each day through faith and commit to the compassionate mission of 
love that we have to all persons.  Happy New Year! 

Please make note of the following from our December Council meeting: 

Ministry Site Profile.  Our thanks to Carol Laituri and Connie Pfahl 
who attended the Council meeting to help present the Ministry Site 
Profile to the Council for review.  This an important and integral part of 
the call process.  After review and discussion, the Council approved the 
Ministry Site Profile as presented and asked the Call Committee to 
move forward with posting to the Synod.  Special “shout out” to Jim 
Person who did all of the typing and leg-work on submitting the Minis-
try Site Profile to the Synod. 

Budget and Financial Discussion.  Trea surer , Sherr ie Dow n-
ie, continues to look at ways to tighten our budget to make up for the 
deficit recently felt in giving.  The results have been positive, but we 
still need to look at ways to continue to bring our giving into alignment 
with the approved budget.  If you would like more information on how 
you can help, please see Sherrie Downie or Bill Dietz. 

Help Needed.  As noted in la st month’s Council Corner, we are 
looking for someone who has the gift of hospitality who might help to 
look at ways we can greet new neighbors at the almost completed hous-
ing development, The Pointe.  In addition, we have been sought out 
from other congregations in the area who are looking at shared minis-
tries for homeless, youth, etc.  If you have a passion in this area and 
would like to help us reach out and get more information, let Brita 
Bleuel or Pastor Lori know. 

Miscellaneous.  W e continue to look a t ong oing  issues w ith 
our property—particularly with the use of the electrical outlets outside; 
the  upkeep to technology; best use of social media and advertising; re-
pairs and future of the administrative building and working toward the 
call of a new pastor.  If you ever want more information on these or any 
of the matters discussed at the Council meetings, reach out to a Council 
member, check out our internal website or drop an email.  This is your 
church become knowledgeable in those areas where you have a pas-
sion. 

We serve humbly in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
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MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 

AV/Technology.  Recent issues in the 
Audio Visual room and the presenta-

on of worship materials on Sunday 
morning were discussed.  We con nue 
to research op ons to update and fix 
these issues.   

Children & Family.  Come join our 
next Monthly Game Night on Satur-
day, January 11, 2019 .  We are intro-
ducing “Bunco”  - if you’ve never 
played, now is your chance.  Great fun 
for all ages!  Plus, we will have all our 
regular fun, games and food. 

Congrega onal Care.  Please keep 
Lynn Ferguson in your prayers as she 
had surgery earlier in December.. 

Fellowship.  Fellowship has been busy 
during the month of December 
hos ng cookie swaps, cookie deco-
ra ng and Sunday morning cookies … 
we see a trend here!  If you’re into 
“cookies” or any other part of fellow-
ship, see Be y Cornwell. 

Mission & Outreach.  Bob Grimes 
reported that we had a wonderful 
turnout for both Samaritan Purse box-
es and Angel Tree gi s.  What a won-
derful ministry to provide gi s and the 
word of God at Christmas me.  Next 
up … Baja Trip, right around the cor-
ner. 

Worship & Music.  Our thanks to all 
who made the Christmas season so 
magical:  the decora ons, the music, 
the stories, the joyful an cipa on of 
Advent and the beau ful birth of our 
Savior.  We are blessed to have so 
many who give of their me and tal-
ents to provide such beau ful worship 
experiences. 



Call Committee and Transition Team complete Minis-
try Site Profile (MSP).  Sent to Synod for Bishop re-
view.  See below for further information. 

The number one question the Transition Team (TT), Call Committee (CC) and 
Council receive with regard to the calling of the new pastor is:  what is taking 
so long?   It might seem long, but the process is guided by the Synod and re-
quires many man hours from the committees tasked to make the decision that 
is best for the Congregation.   The TT took on countless hours of meeting with 
community leaders and the Congregation to lay the foundation for the Minis-
try Site Profile (MSP).  Once the MSP was handed to the Call Committee a 
narrative then had to be formed off of the foundation and presented in a way 
that would speak to a potential new pastor.  Once that narrative was written, it 
has to go to the Council, the Congregation and the Bishop.   The questions in 
the MSP were designed to give a representation of what a new pastor could 
expect, from cost of living, needs of community—to the facilities of the church 
and the heart of the Congregation.  The MSP is 10 page long without narrative 
and almost 20 pages long as completed.  In addition to the MSP, the Call 
Committee also had the opportunity to answer up to 7 Ministry Site Reflec-
tions, which gave additional information not listed in the MSP.  We are 
pleased that we were able to complete the MSP and present to the Congrega-
tion on Sunday, December 22, 2019.  To highlight the MSP: 

Summary Description (the first thing the pastoral candidate will 
see):   

We are a Congregation anxious to grow, to serve our community and to 
spread God’s word under the leadership of an energetic pastor.  St. John’s is a 
small-to-medium sized congregation located in the center of a diverse, busy, 
growing community.  We are passionate about our family of faith and are will-
ing to follow, serve and work to support our new pastor. 

Commentary (the last thing the pastoral candidate will see):   

What do Folgers coffee and a fire in an administrative building have in com-
mon? It is the ability to work together as a family of faith to overcome the 
small and the large in our lives. 

 

EPIPHANY, THE SEASON OF LIGHT 

The 12 Days of Christmas are the time between Christmas and Epipha-
ny (Jan. 6), the celebration of the Magi’s adoration of the Christ Child. 
Even if you don’t leave your Christmas tree, lights and wreaths up until 
Jan. 6 (though some do!), you could keep a Nativity scene set up at 
home, at least through Epiphany, as a reminder that we offer our 
thanks and our gifts to Christ — our guiding Light — not only at Christ-
mas, but beyond. “Arise, your light has come! The Spirit’s call obey; 
show forth the glory of your God, which shines on you today.” (ELW 
hymn 314) 
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MINISTRY SITE PROFILE 

DID YOU KNOW … 

Giving Envelopes:  2020 giv-
ing envelopes have been 
placed in your mailbox in the 
narthex.  Please note:  some 
envelope numbers have 
changed.  Please make sure 
to discard 2019 or older en-
velopes.  For inquiries, con-
tact Bobbie Crossland, Finan-
cial Secretary. 

Milestone Recogni on: Altar 
Flowers and Endowment 
Fund. 

Do you or a loved one have a 
special anniversary, 
birthdate, gradua on or oth-
er milestone you would like 
to celebrate?   

You can celebrate that mile-
stone by purchasing altar 
flowers.  The cost for altar 
flowers is $25.00 and the 
flowers are yours to enjoy 
a er the second service. 

You may also honor mile-
stones by giving a gi  to our 
Endowment fund in honor or 
memory of someone special. 

If you wish to par cipate, 
please place your check in 
the offering plate and indi-
cate in the memo sec on 
“altar flowers” or “endow-
ment fund”.  You can also 
make your selec on through 
our website, under Giving.  
For more informa on, see 
Connie Pfahl.  

Hot off the 
presses: 12/23, 
Jerry Ellingson, 
Gary Freedman 
and Bill Dietz 
jumped into 
action to remove 
some garbage 
left in our drive-
way.  Great job, 
guys! 



  

5 

WHAT’S GOING ON ... 

Victory over Vandalism.  Our 
thanks to Kurt Nunnenkamp 
for his advice and support with 
regard to our broken windows.  
Working with the Execu ve 
Commi ee we were able to 
move forward with having the 
windows replaced. 

Visitor Brochure.  Our thanks 
to several who provided input 
on our updated visitor bro-
chure.  We were able to bring 
the brochure into alignment 
with our Mission Statement  
and provide some helpful in-
forma on to visitors on their 
first worship experience. 

Crushing the Cement.  Our 
thanks to Bill Dietz for  con n-
uing to take the lead on prop-
erty maintenance.  We know 
that he has recently taken 
duck tape off of lights, fixed 
electrical sockets and now he 
played the role of “He Man” 
by cleaning up the dumped 
cement in the parking lot!  
Could the “Incredible Hulk” be 
his next ac ng gig? 

ACC Comes Through Again.  
Our thanks to Pastor Mike on 
providing a reference to sup-
port the submission of our 
MSP to the Bishop.  ACC is 
such a vital part of our minis-
try and we appreciate all of 
their help during this transi-

on me. 

Praise Team sings at Quail 
Lodge.  The Praise Team had a 
Christmas sing-along at Quail 
Lodge on December 22.  There 
were about 25 residents who 
joined the Praise Team.  Our 
thanks to Carol Romanovich 
for helping to coordinate the 
event.  Everyone looks for-
ward to returning soon. 

MINISTRY SITE PROFILE (CONTINUED) 

St. John’s is not perfect, we face many of the concerns that other con-
gregations – that Christianity as a whole – face:  declining desire to 
know Christ, conflict of time and energy, competition with work, sports 
and other commitments and the financial burden of maintaining an 
active ministry in a high-cost community. St. John’s, however, is resili-
ent and dedicated –we refuse to be swayed by the difficulties and con-
tinue to be faithful to our mission. 

We are the Folgers - the long tradition that everyone is familiar with. 
That when faced with letting it go, fought tooth and nail to keep it. We 
are the willingness to use this well-loved and embraced “theology” to 
support those within our family of faith – while also finding ways to 
bring the new (the Starbucks and the Peets) into our family of faith so 
that visitors and guests feel welcomed. We work with dedication to find 
the balance between what has always been and what needs to be. 

We are the fire in a building - that moment which seemed like the “last 
straw” in a difficult period of time, but turned out to be the catalyst to 
improvement and change. We are the leadership and members that, 
when faced with additional difficulties, banded together and sacrificed 
their time and energy, not only to complete a task, but to encourage 
our family of faith that out of the flames we will rise stronger. As Christ 
was not discouraged by His burden on our behalf, so shall we not be 
discouraged by setbacks. Our strength is center to our desire to join 
together in partnership with a Pastor who has similar passions. 

Throughout this Ministry Site Profile, we have given you specifics 
about our strengths and weaknesses. So, in this commentary, we want 
to tell you about our soul: 

St. John’s is a community of faith that values the core principles of the 
Lutheran Church and shares a vibrant faith in the triune God. We sup-
port the policies of the ELCA even in the face of change that has frac-
tured other congregations.  We believe in the diversity of God’s king-
dom and work to support all persons to be able to seek to know Him.  
We believe confidently in our mission statement to: Grow in Faith, Ex-
perience Joy and Serve with Compassion. Though we have faced chal-
lenges, we are stronger and more resilient than we could have imag-
ined and we know that these challenges are part of God’s path for us. 
As we look to this next chapter, this partnership with you, our new pas-
tor, we are encouraged for the future of St. John’s and for the commu-
nities we serve. 

It is difficult to fully describe the heart of St. John’s – you have to meet 
us to know us. We care for one another deeply and desire time spent 
with one another. Our Fellowship time is one of our most cherished 
ministries and one with the most consistent attendance. We pray for 
one another with abandon, ensuring that all are welcome and encour-
aged to connect to Christ in their own personal way. 

Come and have a cup of coffee with us – whether your choice be Fol-
gers or something more - and catch fire with us. We think you will find 
that the Holy Spirit is alive in this corner of Contra Costa County and 
this Congregation is eager to join you in spreading God’s word to all. 

Please let us know if you would like a full copy of the MSP for review or 
log onto our internal website. 



Bread of Life Outreach 
Support the less fortunate in our 

community by serving meals. 
Second Saturday of the Month 

For more informa on see  
Bobbie Crossland. 

Men’s Coffee Group Mee ng 
Grow in faith; experience joy 
through me spent together. 

Second Wednesday of the Month 
2:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hall. 
For more informa on see 

Howard Dobler. 

Worship Assistants 
Serve in this vital ministry.  Time 

commitment is minimal and  
training provided. 

Communion Assistants, Usher, 
Greeter, Welcome Center and 

Prayer Sta on support needed. 
For more informa on see  

Bill Dietz. 

Family Game  Night 
Bunco & other games.  Fun prizes 

and fellowship. 

January 11 
6:30 p.m.-Fellowship Hall 
For more informa on see  

Sharon Hayes. 

“A SPECIAL PLACE FOR SANTA CLAUS” 
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The Christmas pageant, “A Special Place for Santa Claus”, written by Connie 
Pfahl, was held on Sunday, December 22 at our shared worship service.  
With a packed house and a feeling of anticipation in the air the children (of 
all ages—smiles) did a wonderful job reminding us that St. Nicholas (Santa 
Claus) spreads Christmas joy in response to the great love he received when 
our Savior was born.  A beautiful reminder and a wonderful job by all in-
volved: 

Updates to announcements can be heard on Sunday mornings during Worship ser-
vices or on our Facebook page (st-johns-lutheran-church-205979903340176)*  and 
website at stjohnsantioch.org.  Stay updated and share information with our com-
munity. 

 
*Remember to like our Facebook page—once we reach the requisite number of likes we get 
a short/familiar link. 



We are recruiting now for a February Leaders Training Course in Anaheim: 

STEPHEN LEADERS ARE INDIVIDUALS WHO WORK TOGETHER TO LEAD STEPHEN MIN-
ISTRY IN THEIR CONGREGATION. 

If you are skilled in leading, supervising, teaching or communicating; if you are trustworthy and 
willing to fully invest in this ministry …. then we have a need for you. 

INTRIGUED? 

Contact:  Marilyn or Hall Norman or Lynn Ferguson to learn more. 

Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a 
community of faith to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

Garth Bendel, Julie Ellingson, Chris & Sheri Finstad, Sherley Foti, 
Jody Jeffrey,  Olivia Lake, Kingston McFarland, Kathy MenNea-
ley, Ruth O’Connor, Jim Person, Joe Pregno, Warren Richter, Al-
ice Rostad, Darlene Sand, Irene Swann, The Fanning Family, T.J. 
(four year old child with cancer), Artie Wheeter and Harry and 
Diane Wulf 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis 
Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

As the wisemen traveled to see the newborn King, we pray for our 
own journey of faith.  We ask that God be with each individual as 
they  mark this new year and the start of a new journey.  Be with 
our Congregation during this time of transition as we seek to call 
a new Pastor and with our community and our Country as we 
start the year with a tense political climate.  May this year be one 
of hope and peace. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.  
If you are in need of support or the care of a listening heart con-
tact our Church Administrator who will put you in contact with 
a Stephen Ministry leader. 
Prayers of the People and Sunday morning gospel prayers can now be found on our web-
site.  Please join us in praying for our church, our community and the world. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE 
CHRIST CARING FOR PEOPLE THROUGH PEOPLE 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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Day Timer’s Bible Study’ 
Monday’s 10 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
For more informa on see  

Ruth Dobler. 

 

Women’s Evening Bible Study 
Monday’s 6:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
For more informa on see  

Sharon  Hayes. 

Would you feel honored if you heard: 
“I think you’d make a perfect Stephen Leader?” 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 
Facebook regularly for 
updates on events.  We 
even post the sermons 
each week for easy access.  
In addition, our website 
hosts weekly bulletins, 
readings, prayers and 
ministry announcements.  
You can also find member
-specific information on 
our internal web pages.  
See the Council Secretary 
for more information. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Richard & Deborah Allison 
January 6 

Roberta Klem 
January 22 

Robert & Brenda Whitlow 
January 23 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 
Worship Services: 

 
Traditional:  8 a.m.  
Fellowship:  9 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship:  10 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday:  9 a.m. 
Sunday School:  10 a.m. 

Fellowship:  11 a.m. 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Growth in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Karl Nunnenkamp 
January 2 

Glen Hansen 
January 4 

Nancy Treichelt 
January 5 

Brianna Santos 
January 9 

Quinton Carbajal 
January 10 

Angela Whatley 
January 10 

Bob Hall 
January 11 

Lauren Coley 
January 14 

Marilyn Ferguson 
January 17 

Shane Seaforth 
January 17 

Vaughn Treichelt 
January 17 

Blake Rockenbaugh 
January 20 

Kathryn Steyaert-Meucci 
January 23 

Tim Coley 
January 24 

Roland Viaan 
January 28 

Mike Slinde 
January 28 

Katherine Bailey 
January 29 

Brian Knight 
January 29 

John Rehana 
January 29 

Marie a Poldrack 
January 31 

Robert Shearer 
January 31 

Remember scams are a real threat—
never give personal information or 
send money to someone you don’t. 
know.  Even Churches are vulnerable 
to scams! 


