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The Faithful Times 
PASTOR’S PIECE 
Advent means coming. 

A colleague mused that the prophecies we 
read in the Hebrew scriptures in Advent 
can draw us into pretending that we are 
waiting for Jesus to be born, as he was 
2,000 years ago. The apocalyptic texts early 
in Advent can draw our attention forward 
to the time when Christ will come again to 
bring the peace and justice we long for in 
troubled times.  

But what about today?  

“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Mt. 28:20) 

The love, peace and justice Christ brings are not just for ancient Palestine or 
heaven someday – Christ’s presence and wholeness are available right now. 
How can we help one another, as companions in faith, to recognize Christ 
coming in our everyday lives? How do we experience Christ’s presence in the 
events recounted on the newsfeeds or in interactions in our daily lives, in 
those moments of confusion, fear or joy? 

In the busyness of “the holiday season,” we really can – and must! – make 
time to be still before God. Give thanks. Ask a question and…just wait. Read 
the weekly Advent devotions on the St. John’s website or Facebook page. Be 
present; God is. Like Mary, may our souls magnify the Lord! 

“We are all meant to be mothers of God...for God is always needing to be born.” 

― Meister Eckhart, German theologian (1260-1328) 

 

Come experience and give thanks for the presence of Love among us....  

Dec. 11: Experience the quiet beauty of Holden Evening Prayer  at 
this 7 p.m. Wednesday night prayer service.  

Dec. 22: This m onth the 4th Sunday 9 a.m. Shared Worship will include 
the Christmas Play, written again by Connie Pfhal. What a treat it will be for 
the entire congregation to experience together a play about how the gift of 
the Christ child is our model for giving. 

Dec. 24: Fam ily Candlelight Christm as Eve W orship is at 7 p.m . 
and Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship is at 10 p.m. 

Dec. 29: A Service of Lessons and Carols w ill help us continue to 
celebrate Christ coming to us at Christmas and always. 

Peace and blessings, Pastor Lori 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Be sure to join in the upcom-
ing Christmas events.  If you 
need a ride, reach out, let us 
help. 

• Reflecting on your ministry 
of stewardship, how can you 
help? 

• Welcome new baby Skylar 
Grace Rehana. 

• Call Committee continues to 
work thorough the process to 
post our Ministry Site Pro-
file. 

• Children’s Christmas Pro-
gram shows Saint Nicholas’ 
connection to Jesus. 

• Family Christmas Eve wor-
ship service, offers the small-
est of our family of faith an 
everlasting gift. 



“Please prayerfully consider joining me and the other council members 
by being part of our leadership team at St. John’s.” - Bill Dietz, Council President 

Freedman, boards were placed over the broken windows.  One win-
dow was on the door to the Robing Room and the other was a win-
dow to the office of Antioch Christian Church. I made a police report 
online. I contacted Church Mutual and received a claim number.  I 
contacted East County Glass & Window to have them give us an esti-
mate for the replacement of the windows.  Council is considering re-
placing the two glass doors on that side of the building with solid 
metal doors. 

Outside Lighting:  After  the evening Call Com m ittee m eet-
ing on November 7th, I noticed the spotlight that illuminates the pa-
tio area along Fellowship Hall was not on.  Mark Goldstein men-
tioned it might be the timer.  When I checked on it the next day, that 
in fact was the problem.  It has been corrected.  I also replaced about 
10 light bulbs around the perimeter of the building to brighten our 
campus at night. 

Litter Pickup: I w ant to extend m y thanks to Mike Slinde 
for offering to help pick up trash that gets tossed onto our church 
property and surrounding area. If you would like to help him with 
this task sometime, just contact him or me. 

Church Council:  Last, but not least, w e are still in  need of 
people to hold positions on the church council as representatives of 
our ministries.  Please prayerfully consider joining me and the other 
council members by being a part of our leadership team at St. John’s.  
If you have any questions, please talk to Pastor Lori or me. 

  

In His service, 

Bill Dietz  

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Office Building Fire – I have 
received restoration and recon-
struction information from a few 
companies. Some are very de-
tailed, and some are ballpark 
figures with no details.  One of 
two modular companies have 
responded. I have emailed the 
adjusters as to what steps are to 
be taken next. More information 
is needed from other competing 
companies. 

 We have received a $25,000 
advance from Church Mutual to 
be used for expensed relating to 
the fire.  We used it to rent the 
fencing, conduct the testing for 
asbestos and mold, as well as for 

the boarding up of the facility on 
the night of the fire.   A few 
times I was able to make entry 
into the building with protective 
gear and retrieved items for Jo 
Ann and Pastor Lori as well as 
financial records.  I have asked 
the adjusters if the content in-
ventory could be conducted be-
fore the rains come.   

Broken Windows: As if the 
fire hasn’t been enough to tackle, 
sometime between Saturday af-
ternoon (11/9/19) and Sunday 
morning (11/10/19) two win-
dows were broken on the east 
side of the Sanctuary.  Sunday 
afternoon, with help from Gary  

Thank you An och Chris an 
Center 

As you will see in the Council 
Corner, one of our ongoing is-
sues since the fire has been with 
our internet connec vity—that 
problem has been solved thanks 
to the kindness of our ministry 
partner, An och Chris an Cen-
ter.  An och Chris an Center 
has allowed us to share their 
internet provider as we work 
through next steps in establish-
ing our own connec vity.  An -
och Chris an Center has refused 
any payment for the use of their 
internet, but we will be making 
an ongoing dona on to their 
congrega on while we are using 
their connec on.  Please con n-
ue to pray for this beau ful part-
nership we have with An och 
Chris an Center. 
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord … He is coming!  Many of us have 
probably seen in our own lives how a baby can change our perspective, 
our energy, and, even our hopes.  People joke all the time that your life 
“will never be the same” as that new little one is welcomed into the 
world.  As Christians, we rejoice that our lives will never be the same, 
we rejoice that our perspective, our energy, our hopes are all different 
because a baby came into our lives.  Praise God for the beautiful gift 
born on Christmas Eve … and may all who have yet to hear the good 
news, join us during this Christmas season and may they find the joy of 
their lives never being the same again! 

The Council continues to work diligently on the daily needs of the 
church and the Congregation while working through the after affects of 
the fire and now the vandalism to our side windows.  We are grateful 
for the energy of those who are assisting with all these situations.  We 
continue to work to try to establish full functionality for our adminis-
trate support.  We still try to balance the immediate needs with longer 
range goals as we work through with the insurance company … “snails 
pace” seems to be the working speed of the many different agencies 
that we have to work through, but the good news is that Bill Dietz is 
making progress and we have an advance to help cover costs and we 
have the building secured.   

Our October financial reporting showed that we had a significant de-
crease in donations.  “Significant” might even be an understatement.  
This has made a major impact in our budget and we encourage every-
one to prayerfully consider this time of stewardship and to open your 
hearts to what God is calling of you.  As we prepare to call a new pastor, 
our financial solvency will be a key in calling a pastor to lead us into the 
next chapter of our congregation.  It is important that we stay commit-
ted to this mission and to prayerfully consider each of our roles in the 
greater purposes of the church and it’s mission and give as we are able. 

As part of our ongoing efforts to fully understand our financial health, 
we are moving forward with our planned independent audit.  We are 
hopeful that this will give us a clear understanding of where we are and 
where we need to be.  Our thanks to Bill Dietz and Sherrie Downie for 
their efforts in this regard. 

As a reminder, minutes and financial reporting is on our internal web-
site, if you like more information on how to access, please see your 
Council Secretary, Brita Bleuel.   

With prayers of gratitude for  our family of faith, 

Your Church Council 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
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MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 

AV/Technology.  Con nues to work 
with PC Partners on fire-related is-
sues.  In addi on, they are working 
with our property assistants to try to 
adjust the noise/temperature of our 
air condi oning during services. 

Children’ & Family.  Monthly Family 
Game Night is ge ng off to a slow 
start, but those who are a ending are 
having a great me.  Put it on your 
calendar … the second Saturday of 
each month.  In addi on, the team is 
working to put together a wonderful 
Children’s Program for us again this 
year. 

Congrega onal Care.  Stephen’s Min-
istry is available to provide care.  If 
you, or someone you know, is in need 
of a partner in your journey, reach out 
to Lynn Ferguson, to be partnered 
with a caring heart. 

Fellowship.  Please see Be y Corn-
well if you would like to help with 
Fellowship me or with any of our 
upcoming events.  Next:  Pie Fest a er 
Thanksgiving Services. 

Mission & Outreach.  Samaritan 
Purse boxes have been blessed and 
sent and all the Angel Tree gi  tags 
have been taken.  Great job, Congre-
ga on! 

Worship & Music.  Our thanks to all 
who con nue to provide such beau -
ful worship experiences through their 
service.  If you wish to read, sing, 
pray, usher or light candles see Liz Hall 
or Bill Dietz.   



Beginning December 1st, follow our weekly Advent devotions on our 
website and Facebook page.  New additions will be sent out on Friday in 
advance of our Sunday morning worship. 

The legend is that Martin Luther introduced the use of Christmas trees in 16th Century Germany. 
The story is that on his way home one evening, Luther was overcome by the beauty of a fir tree 
and stars in the sky, and he wanted his family to experience the same awe. He chopped down a 
tree, brought it home and placed candles on it to mimic the stars that hung over the manger 
where Christ was born.  
 
Like the Advent wreath, the Christmas tree has roots in pre-Christian rituals that were adapted 
to a Christian understanding of Christ as the Light in our darkness. Some say the triangular 
shape of a fir tree references the Holy Trinity, and evergreens represent undying life. The Christ-
mas tree also references the "tree of life" from Genesis 2:9, an image of Christ. So it is that the 
Christmas tree for centuries has helped us celebrate that Christ comes into the world at Christ-
mas, and that Christ is always coming into the world. 

THE ADVENT WREATH 

The Advent wreath, like other Christian sym-
bols, visually expresses basic tenets of our faith 
and heightens meaning for us.  

The Advent wreath has its roots in the pre-
Christian practices of northern Europe. People 
sought the return of the sun in the dark time of 
the year (at the winter solstice) by lighting can-
dles and fires. In the middle Ages, Christians 
used fire and light to represent Christ's coming 
into the world. The Advent wreath developed a 
few centuries ago in Germany as a sign of the 
waiting and hopeful expectation of the return 
of Christ in glory. The wreath, a circle, came to 
represent eternal life in Christ. The evergreens 
were a sign of the faithfulness of God to God’s 
people, even in death, and the lighted candles 
were a reminder of the light of Christ brought 
into the world.  

It is recommended to use natural materials 

from God's creation when making an Advent 
wreath (treat the wreath with a flame retardant 
substance!). The four blue candles represent 
hope, because of the deep blue of the sky just 
before the dawn of a new day.  

Purple once was the color for both Advent and 
Lent, as both were considered penitential sea-
sons. But the third Sunday of Advent then was 
called “Gaudete Sunday,” Latin for “Rejoice!” It 
had its roots in the text from Philippians 4:4-6, 
“rejoice in the Lord always...” a reading still 
heard in Year C on Advent III. So that week a 
pink candle was used. Liturgical renewal in the 
last decades of this century has shifted the fo-
cus of all four weeks to one of joyful hope and 
expectation of the coming of the Christ. This 
hope looks forward not only to celebrating the 
child in the manger, but even more to Christ’s 
coming in glory at the end of time.  
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE 

“The Presence Jar” .. feel like life is full of distractions, especially in this 
busy season of giving.  Consider a gratitude jar.  Beginning on December 
1, see our website under “Advent Activities” for more information on this 
beautiful way to stay present in the true meaning of Christmas. 
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SKYLAR GRACE REHANA 
We welcome Skylar Grace Rehana 
to our family of faith.  Skylar was 
born on Wednesday, November 6, 
2019 and 12:57 p.m.  She weighted 
6lbs 15ounces and was 19.26 inch-
es long. 

Stephannie, J.D. and big sister  
Addie are all doing well! 

CALL COMMITTE 

The members of your Call 
Committee are:  Carol Laituri 
(President),  Brita Bleuel 
(Secretary), Ruth Dobler, Con-
nie Pfahl , Marietta Poldrak 
and Bill Dietz (ex officio). 

The Call Committee has been 
meeting regularly since the 
Congregation approval in Oc-
tober 2019—they even met in 
the Sanctuary while Trunk or 
Treat partied on in the Fellow-
ship Hall. 

The Call Committee has partic-
ular procedures and processes 
that the Synod has provided 
them to follow.  It allows the 
Call Committee to know the 
expectations of the Synod as 
we put together the materials 
that will be posted for potential 
pastors to get to know St. 
John’s. 

Each member of the Call Com-
mittee has reviewed these ma-
terials and has brought their 
unique experience and faith to 
the table. 

The Call Committee appreci-
ates the support, prayers and 
patience of the Congregation 
as we know that there is much 
anticipation for this next step 
in the transition.  We look for-
ward to providing more infor-
mation in the near future. 

Your Call Committee 

 

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY— 
TRUNK OR TREAT—OCTOBER 2019 

Our thanks to all who participated in Trunk Or Treat this year!  We 
continue to see great support from our Congregation and attendance 
by our Community at this annual event.  Trunk or Treat was another 
huge success in 2019!  We had a parking lot full of children and gave 
away over 50 cakes during our ever-popular “cake walk”.  Did you 
come and see all the little ghost and goblins?  Do you know how the 
light in a pumpkin reflects our light in the community?   If not, you 
missed a treat … and missed seeing Christ shine brightly at St. John’s.  
Here are some pictures from our event: 



CHRISTMAS  
DECORATIONS 
(AS RETOLD IN  “THE FIRST 
CHRISTMAS TREE, A LEG-
END FROM LONG AGO” BY 
HELEN HAIDLE) 

JOIN US ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
AT 7 P.M. TO HEAR THE STORY. 

Tree.  The evergreen, shaped like 
an arrowhead, points to Heaven.  
Its needles always remain green 
reminding us of God’s gi  of eter-
nal life and of Jesus’ living pres-
ence in our homes. (1 John 5:11-
12) 

Stars.  Stars on the tree remind 
us of the star of Bethlehem.  
(Ma hew 2:1-10) 

Angels.  God’s angels announced 
Jesus’ birth to Mary, Joseph and 
the shepherds.  (Luke 1) 

Lights & Candles.  Jesus called 
himself the “light of the world” 
and also called us the lights of the 
world.  (John 9:5; Ma hew 4:14) 

Red.  Red is the color that sym-
bolizes love.  God loved the world 
and sent Jesus to be our savior.  
Because Jesus loved us he gave 
his life for us on the cross.  (Mark 
8:31) 

Gold.  Jesus is the king of Kings 
(Revela on 1:5) 

Gi s.  Gi s remind us of God’s 
greatest gi —Jesus and the gi s 
the wise men brought to the new 
born king.  (John 3:16-Ma hew 
2:1-12) 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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The below are snapshots of upcoming ministry announcements or events in 
our Congregation.  For more information on any of the below, please con-
tact our Office Administrator or any of the noted Ministry Leaders. 

Updates to announcements can be heard on Sunday mornings during Worship ser-
vices or on our Facebook page (st-johns-lutheran-church-205979903340176)*  and 
website at stjohnsantioch.org.  Stay updated and share information with our com-
munity. 

 
*Remember to like our Facebook page—once we reach the requisite number of likes we get 
a short/familiar link. 



 

The Pointe is new housing development and it is right around the corner from St. John’s! Will you 
help invite them to St. John’s?  Would you be interested in being a voice of welcome in our neigh-
borhood? The Pointe at Wildflower Station in Antioch is a new development of homes less than a 
mile from our church.  It is actually within walking distance.  The Pointe will consist of 22 single-
family homes ranging in size from approx. 2,187 to 2,303 Sq. Ft. with 4 bedrooms and 3 baths.  
The floor plans are now online at DeNovaHomes.com. The homes at The Pointe will start from the 
Mid $500,000s.  

The Grand Opening event will be on Saturday, January 18, 2020. 

The Council has begun talking about how we can take this opportunity to welcome our new neigh-
bors and let them know who we are and what we are all about.  Do you remember the door-to-
door visits the Welcome Wagon used to conduct?  While there are fewer people home during the 
daytime hours, maybe a new approach can still accomplish the same hospitality and inform the 
new residents about St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

If you would like to be a part of this exciting outreach opportunity, please let Pastor Lori or a 
council member know soon.   

Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a 
community of faith to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

Julie Ellingson, Sheri Finstad, Sherley Foti, Jim Halvorson,  
Olivia Lake, Kingston McFarland, Ruth O’Connor, Jim Person, 
Joe Pregno, Alice Rostad, Irene Swann, Nanci Treichelt, Artie 
Wheeter and Harry and Diane Wulf 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis 
Turner, Crystal Williams and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

At this time where peace is symbolized by the birth of a baby, we 
offer prayers for all those affected by violence.  For the victims 
and the families who struggle with the after affects and for those 
who cause the hurt.  May the peace that is born this Christmas 
night bring change to this world.  

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congrega-
tion.  If you are in need of support or the care of a listening 
heart contact our Church Administrator who will put you in 
contact with a Stephen Ministry leader. 
Prayers of the People and Sunday morning prayers can now be found on our website.  
Please join us in praying for our church, our community and the world. 

POINTE … THE WAY TO JESUS 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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Christmas Events : 

 

December 11, 2019 
Holden Evening Prayer 

December 22, 2019 
Children’s Pageant 

December 24, 2019 
Christmas Eve Services 

December 29, 2019 
A Service of  Lessons and 

Carols 

 

Happy New Year 
2020! 

“Here I am Lord.  Is it I Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.  I will go Lord, if 
you lead me … I will hold your people in my heart.”  Lyrics “Here I am Lord” by John Michael 
Talbort 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 
Facebook regularly for 
updates on events.  We 
even post our sermons 
each week for easy access.  
In addition, our website 
hosts weekly bulletins, 
readings, prayers and 
ministry announcements.  
You can also find member
-specific information on 
our internal web pages.  
See the Council Secretary 
for more information. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Jeff Peterson 
December 6 

Corey & Lorelei Sater 
December 7 

Thalia Massoni 
December 7 

Steven Althaus & Connie Pfahl  
December 12 

Manny & Mary Soliz 
December 16 

Cesar & Maria Chacon 
December 21 

Michael & Jody Jeffery 
December 20 

Brien & Sally Devine 
December 29 

Mary Francis Turner 
December 31 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 
Worship Services: 

 
Traditional:  8:00 a.m.  
Fellowship:  9:00 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship:  10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Growth in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Kathryn Barstad 
December 31 

Grayson Barton 
December 21 

Pat Carmona 
December 20 

Brandon Coburn 
December 26 

Famang Dorley 
December 24 

Kegan Downie 
December 4 

Lily Farrington 
December 23 

Audra Goldstein 
December 18 

Bob Grimes 
December 17 

Jazmin Grimes 
December 28 

Michael Jeffrey 
December 13 

Melissa Johnson 
December 4 

Mike Laituri 
December 1 

Barbara Mar n 
December 29 

Thalia Massoni 
December 13 

Jim Person 
December 13 

Rose Ramos 
December 16 

Timothy Riley 
December 21 

Margarita Seley 
December 25 

Ann Watkins 
December 2 

Robert Whitlow 
December 22 

Remember scams are a real threat—
never give personal information or 
send money to someone you don’t. 
know.  Even Churches are vulnerable 
to scams! 


