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The Faithful Times 
PASTOR’S PIECE 
Saints. Stewardship. Thanksgiving. Reign of 
Christ. In November two church festivals, our 
stewardship focus, and a national holiday come 
together beautifully as we give thanks for the 
many gifts of God, as we pledge to use those gifts 
for the greater good, and as we honor the saints 
who came before us in witnessing to God’s great-
est gift of all – the holy reign of Christ.  
 
We do all this despite the fire that destroyed the 
church office buildings in September. We give 
thanks that no one was hurt; we’re thankful that 
Bill Dietz, Brita Bleuel, Sherrie Downie, Gary 
Freedman and Jo Ann Stein have done so much to rebuild infrastructure and keep 
everything going; and we thank God that St. John’s continues to move toward the 
call process as the Ministry Site Profile is submitted.  
 
All Saints Day is Nov. 3. Please give Jo Ann in the office (tem porarily 
located in the nursery) the name of loved ones who died in the past year so we can 
read their names that morning in thanks for the great cloud of witnesses surround-
ing us! 
 

“You are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone.” 
Ephesians 2:19-20 

 
We end the church year with Reign of Christ (or Christ the King) Sunday on Nov. 
24 – which also will be Pledge Sunday, following a four-week Stewardship focus. 
When we contemplate what it means to us that God took on human form to die and 
conquer death for humankind, how can we not take seriously that we are called to 
imitate Christ’s self-giving love? What does that look like in your life as you pledge 
your time, talent and treasure to God?  
 

“Through Christ God was pleased to reconcile to God’s self all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through Christ’s blood on the cross.” Col. 1:20 
 
Finally, we reclaim Thanksgiving – a day that can get lost in the secular 
“Christmas” spending frenzy – as a day to intentionally give thanks for all that God 
has given us: food and material goods (of which some have much more than oth-
ers), relationships, skills and talents, the beauty of nature, the questions of our 
hearts and, most of all, God’s undying, transforming love. Thanksgiving Eve wor-
ship is at 7 p.m. Nov. 27, and a pie social follow s im m ediately after . 
Who can you invite to share this night with you? 
 
 “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty.” John 6:35 
  
As November turns chilly, may our hearts turn warmly toward thanksgiving for the 
hope we have in Christ.  
 
Peace and blessings, Pastor Lori 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• President’s Comments up-
date us on the fire in the 
Administrative Building 

• Nursery relocated to the 
Fellowship Hall as Office 
returns home to it’s original 
space in the Nursery 

• Our Stained Glass window 
has quite a history behind it; 
we will now share with 
neighbors who log onto our 
Facebook or Website 

• Children & Family Ministry 
start a monthly Family Game 
Night as a neighborhood 
outreach 

• Call Committee installed on 
September 29 and begins 
working immediately on next 
steps in the Call Process 

• Thanksgiving and Christmas 
on the horizon; join in many 
of the fun opportunities 
available through our minis-
try teams 



“The fire may have been caused by old wiring and/or rodents upsetting 
the wiring system within the building.” 

The most frustra ng aspect of having the fire in that par cular building is that our server for the 
church’s communica on system was located in that facility.  Thanks to the hard and diligent 
work of Gary Freedman being in constant contact with PC Partners (our Informa on Technology 
company) we have made progress to provide our Office Administrator Jo Ann Stein with some 
internet and communica on capabili es.   

Call Commi ee / Transi on Team: The Transi on Team and Call Commi ee conducted a joint 
mee ng on Sunday, October 6th.  At that mee ng, Carol Laituri was elected Chairperson of the 
Call Commi ee and Brita Bleuel was elected Secretary of the Call Commi ee. 

Exterior Electrical Receptacles: We have no ced an increase use of the church’s electricity by 
people not affiliated with the church.  While some of the receptacles had covers and locks, not 
all of them did.  I have replaced the broken or missing covers and a ached locks to all of them. 

Parking Lot Ligh ng:  It was brought to my a en on by Gary Wilson that the parking lot lights 
were not illuminated one evening as they should be.  I corrected the problem by re-adjus ng 
the mer.   

Trash Around Campus:  Just about every visit I have had to the church, and there have been 
quite a few recently, I have seen and picked up trash around the campus.  I have placed a box of 
black disposable gloves near the kitchen window for such events.  If you see trash around the 
campus, let someone know and let them know about the box of gloves. 

Church Council:  Last, but not least, we are s ll in need of people to hold posi on on the 
church council as representa ves of our ministries.  Please prayerfully consider joining me and 
the other council members by being a part of our leadership team at St. John’s.  If you have any 
ques ons, please talk to Pastor Lori or me. 

In His service, Bill Dietz  

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Office Building Fire: We have not received an 
official report from the Contra Costa Fire Dis-
trict or the Insurance Company’s Origin and 
Cause expert, but the fire which took place 
during the early morning hours on Wednes-
day, September 25th, does not appear to be 
deliberately set.  It was possibly the old wiring 
and/or rodents upse ng the wiring system 
within the building that ini ated the fire.  It 
appears the fire began above the ceiling with-
in the center mee ng room.  In addi on to 
the fire breaching the outer wall and destroy-
ing overhead beams, there is extensive smoke 
damage throughout the building. 

The insurance company was contacted the 
morning of the fire and I have been working 
with Church Mutual Insurance Company’s 
representa ve in Wisconsin as well as an 
appointed adjuster located in Sacramento.  I 
have contacted and met with restora on 
companies to assess the damage so they can 
provide quotes for cleanup, inventory, and 
reconstruc on.  I will also be contac ng vend-
ers seeking the cost of replacing such a facili-
ty.  The “building” is actually three mobile 
units connected together.  It is my under-
standing that the unit was purchased used 
and has been in place on our campus for 
about 15 years.   

PROPERTY ISSUES 

On the Tuesday prior to the fire, 
we were contacted by the director 
of La Pe t concerning the home-
less people that have been linger-
ing about our proper es.  The had 
gasoline stolen out of one of their 
vehicles and have found needles 
and other drug paraphernalia 
around their parking lot.  They 
asked if we would be willing to 
trim the lower branches of the 
evergreen trees on our property.  
We have done that, and they have 
also removed the shrubs between 
our proper es.  When the An och 
Police Department inspected the 
area on the morning of September 
25th, they instructed me that since 
a homeless encampment was 
located on our property near the 
evergreen trees, we were respon-
sible for clearing it.  Which I did 
that day.  
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THE COUNCIL CORNER 

Praise be to God for His goodness and pa ence. 

Pa ence being the key word that your Council has needed this past month.  As many of you know, 
on Wednesday, September 25, 2019, our administra ve building had a fire that has made the build-
ing, and its inventory, inoperable.  We are grateful for the first responders and our insurance com-
pany who have worked so diligently to help us through this me.  Our thanks to all who have 
stepped up to help, with a couple of special “shout outs” to:  Sherrie and Madison Downie, Bill Dietz 
and Gary Freedman for their constant hours at the church.  

We would be remiss if we did not also bring a note of gra tude for the foresight of the Congrega-
on.  At the Special Congrega onal Mee ng in January 2017, the Congrega on voted to use pro-

ceeds from the loan to upgrade our computer system and bring into compliance many of our older 
processes and procedures.  Because of this, all of our vital materials—including financial records—
were properly stored and backed-up and our vendor partners, PC Partners, able to work to bring us 
back on line.  Some mes the results of decisions made are not seen for decades, but in this case, 
the decision to invest in the infrastructure of our church was evident at this me. 

We have worked on a few other projects during this me, including: 

Children & Family Ministry’s first ever neighborhood Family Game Night.  This is a monthly event, so 
if you missed this inaugural event, please be sure to join us next month!  Thank you for the ping 
pong table and hockey fun! 

Congrega onal Care was also busy hos ng our “Treasure Sale” in October.  When asked how it 
went, there was pure joy in recoun ng the many interac ons with neighbors as they came by to 
visit.  What a wonderful representa on of outreach in both of these events and our thanks to the 
ministries who led them.  

We also con nue to move foward with the Call Process, installing our Call Commi ee on Sunday, 
September 29, 2019.  The Call Commi ee has already met with the Transi on Team and is moving 
forward on their first step:  reviewing the Ministry Site Profile and working with the Council to fill in 
key informa on.  Our thanks to all who have stepped up to serve in this vital ministry.  

And finally, just some business notes: 

Our year-end financial reconcilia on is complete and will be posted to our internal website.  

Our cleaning service and pest control service have both provided a discount since they no longer will 
be suppor ng the administra ve building.  Thank you to Sherrie Downie for working on that. 

We con nue to look at ways to cut costs, one way in which we are doing that is with the new ver-
sion of our newsle er.  Though change is always difficult, the new format allows us to use fewer 
pages, on shorter paper, and print onsite – saving us almost $5.00 a printed copy.  We also will be 
encouraging all of our members who are able, to receive an electronic copy and print from home.  
These small changes make a huge difference.  

As a reminder, Council mee ngs are open to anyone who wishes to a end . If you have ques ons or 
wish to par cipate,  come join us at any me.  In the mean me, con nue to pray for our Congrega-

on and all those who so relessly support its mission in our community. 

Your Church Council  

A MOMENT OF THANKS-
GIVING AND GRATITUDE 

Thank you Ada Lindborg for your 
con nuous loving care of our Atri-
um ! 

We do have a new pump for the 
fountain, however, we need about 
4 strong persons to li  up the 
fountain to install pump.  

 

Thank your Sherrie Downie for 
reloca ng the Nursery in the fel-
lowship Hall to make room for our 
temporary Administra ve Office.  

 

President;  Bill Dietz 
Treasurer:  Sherrie Downie 
Secretary:  Brita Bleuel 
AV & Technology: Gary Freedman 
Children & Family:  Sharon Hayes 
Congregational Care:  Lynn Ferguson 
Fellowship:  Betty Cornwell 
Mission & Outreach:  Bob Grimes 
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FAMILY GAME 
NIGHT 

Family Game Night is hosted by 
Children & Family Ministry and 
will be held the second Saturday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m.  
Invite friends, family, neighbors 
and come join us at our next 
event on November 9, 2019.  
Below are some pictures from 
our first event: 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  4 

The below are snapshots of upcoming ministry announcements or events in our Congrega on.  For 
more informa on on any of the below, please contact our Office Administrator or any of the noted 
Ministry Leaders. 

Updates to announcements can be heard on Sunday mornings during Worship ser-
vices or on our Facebook page (st-johns-lutheran-church-205979903340176)*  and 
website at stjohnsantioch.org.  Stay updated and share information with our com-
munity. 
*Remember to like our Facebook page—once we reach the requisite number of likes we get a short/familiar link. 



 

Informa on on our stained glass window can now be found on our website under 
the tab “About Us”.  It will also be included in a neighborhood post on our Face-
book page.  Below is the informa on on our beloved stained glass window: 

Our chancel window in our main Sanctuary is en tled “Welcoming Christ”.  It was 
designed and fabricated by the Willet Stained Glass Studios in the early 1990s.  
Willet Studios is a renowned ar s c studio specializing in made to order stained 
glass.  Willet Studios is located in Minnesota. 

The artwork was designed as a symbolic look at our Lutheran faith.  At center, the 
figure of Christ with his hands wrapped around a small child speaks a gentle, nur-
turing message.  In the foreground, a stream of water runs over rocks, fish and 
seashells.  This Living Water references the gospel of John.  To the le , bu erflies 
are born from flames of fire, symbolizing purifica on and renewal.  The next im-
age is a tree, offering a bounty of fruit within it branches.  The image of a fortress 
is seen in the upper right corner, referencing Mar n Luther’s famous reforma on 
hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”.  Finally, symbolic animals are depicted in 
the bo om right corner of the window.  The lion is a symbol for the Resurrec on 
that dates back to the Middle Ages and the lamb is a common symbol for the 
sacrificial aspect of Christ. 

Our prayers of thanksgiving to Max and Mary Wheeler for this beau ful gi  that 
will be a tes mony to their faithful lives. 

Prayer is Humankind’s Greatest Power.  We join together as a community of faith 
to pray ... 

For all those in need, including:   

Julie Ellingson, Sheri Finstad, Sherley Fo , Jim Halvorson,  Olivia Lake, Kingston 
McFarland, Hal Norman, Ruth O’Connor, Jim Person, Alice Rostad, Irene Swann, 
Nanci Treichelt, Mary Turner,  Michael Valenta and Harry and Diane Wulf 

For those serving in the military:   

Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams 
and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 

We pray for all those who need to hear God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, 
the struggling and the worried; for the lost and broken and for those feeling that 
they don’t have a place where they fit.  May words of hope and encouragement, of 
grace and forgiveness, fill their hearts and encourage their journey into the em-
brace of your love. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congrega on.  If you are in need 
of support or the care of a listening heart contact our Church Administrator who 
will put you in contact with a Stephen Ministry leader. 

 

 
Prayers of the People and Sunday morning prayers can now be found on our website.  
Please join us in praying for our church, our community and the world. 

OUR STAINED GLASS WINDOW 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR 
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Stewardship Focus : 

 

October 27, 2019 

November 3, 2019 

November 10, 2019 

November 17, 2019 

 

Pledge Sunday: 

November 24, 2019 



Social Media 

Remember to check your 
Facebook regularly for up-
dates on events.  We even 
post our sermons each 
week for easy access.  In 
addi on, our website hosts 
weekly bulle ns, readings, 
prayers and ministry an-
nouncements.  You can also 
find member-specific infor-
ma on on our internal web 
pages.  See the Council Sec-
retary for more infor-
ma on. 

WE CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Darrell & Gloria Andelin 
November 15 

Stephan  Hinkle &  
Dagny Sigurjonsdo r 

November 18 

Mike & Carol Laituri 
November 20 

Eileen Blumhardt-Butler 
November 29 

Mailing Address Line 1 
Mailing Address Line 2 
Mailing Address Line 3 
Mailing Address Line 4 
Mailing Address Line 5 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1360 East Tregallas Road 

Antioch, California  94509 
Telephone:  (925) 757-3070 

 
Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 
Worship Services: 

 
Traditional:  8:00 a.m.  
Fellowship:  9:00 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship:  10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Visit our website: 
Stjohnsantioch.org 

 
 

Growth in Faith—Experience Joy – 
Serve with Compassion 

Terri Andelin 
November 28 

Brita Bleuel 
November 23 

Ann Wolff 
November 20 

Paul Mills 
November 12 

Cynthia Nizar 
November 25 

Harold Norman 
November 30 

Kurt Nunnenkamp 
November 5 

Dan Marsh 
November 4 

Remember scams are a real threat—
never give personal information or 
send money to someone you don’t. 
know.  Even Churches are vulnerable 
to scams! 


