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Interim Pastor’s message, October 2019 
 
This month we commemorate Reformation Day at our Shared Worship at 9 a.m. 
on Oct. 27 – a day to remember that we are always being re-formed, always being 
made new by the love of God in Christ. 
 
What an exciting message for a congregation in transition! Some of our Bible read-
ings this month point to the ways you are journeying into renewal together: 
 

 Your Transition Team is completing their work, your newly elected Call 
Committee is eager to begin theirs, and somewhere a pastor is discerning 
a new sense of call to a congregation that is looking forward boldly. “For 
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline.” --2 Tim. 1:7 

 You have given your support to continuing the 9 a.m. Shared Worship service every 4th Sun-
day (see pg. 2) to build bonds in worship and in fellowship while continuing to embrace di-
verse worship. “Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the 
company of the upright, in the congregation.” --Ps. 111:1 

 In all this you have re-viewed your ministries, re-focused your energies and re-committed as a 
congregation to believe in a future held in God’s hands. “Commit your way to the LORD; trust 
in God and God will act.” --Ps. 37:5  

 
This month in our gospel texts we continue to hear Jesus’s teachings on what it means to follow the way 
of Christ: It means taking the attitude of servants toward one another; freely offering thanks and praise 
for the healing and mercies God so freely gives; and trusting that God will answer our cries for deliver-
ance and justice.  “If you continue in my word,” Jesus says, “you are truly my disciples; and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
 
It’s an awesome freedom that we have in Christ. Martin Luther said Christian freedom is that we are 
“perfectly free lords, subject to none, and perfectly dutiful servants, subject to all.” With our ultimate al-
legiance to Christ, we reject the powers of darkness that divide us in order to conquer us; we instead 
stand with the least of these, as Jesus does – embracing the love and mercy of Christ that reforms each 
heart and all the body of Christ on earth for the sake of all people. 
 
May we boldly embrace the journey! 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Lori 
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Based on your feedback, the 4th Sunday Shared Worship service at 9 a.m. — and the fellowship 
that follows — will continue! Whether you usually attend the 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. worship service 
or both, those who responded to the St. John’s worship survey are in striking agreement that 9 
a.m. shared worship services should continue at least monthly: 
 
Do you want 9 a.m. shared worship to continue? 66% of respondents from each service said 
yes (Acceptance increases if “no opinion” = “not opposed.”). 
 
How often should 9 a.m. shared worship occur? 76% of respondents from both services, and 
those few who attend both, want the shared worship to happen either monthly or more than 
monthly (weekly, every other week, “most of the time”), though most chose monthly (60%). 
 
(The difference between the above percentages is the result of some folks offering no opinion on 
whether shared worship should continue, but then choosing monthly as to how often the shared 
worship should continue.) 
 
Time/style both important. 65% of 8 a.m. worshipers and 50% of 10 a.m. worshipers said they 
choose that service for both the time and style of worship. But among those whose choice is 
based on either time or style, more said the time was most important to them (22% at 8 a.m., 
41% at 10 a.m.)  
 
There were some differences based on which service respondents attend: 
 
Rating 9 a.m. service experience. 54% of respondents from each service marked “excellent.” 
But among those who usually attend 8 a.m. “good” was marked by 11% and “fair” by 22% -- 
while “good” was marked by 31% and “fair” by 11% from those from the 10 a.m. service.   
That means 61% of respondents from 8 a.m. worship and 84% of respondents from 10 a.m. 
found the 9 a.m. shared service to be “excellent” or “good.” 
 
What aids your shared worship experience? Fellowship had the highest marks among 8 
a.m. worshipers at 42%, while music/ number worshiping/ fellowship had fairly equal percent-
ages among 10 a.m. worshipers at 25-30%. Lastly, 17% said the 9 a.m. time aided their worship 
experience. 
 
What challenged your shared worship experience? 82% of 8 a.m. respondents said music 
or worship style, while 50% of 10 a.m. respondents said the service time. 
 
Thank you for your responses, and for making a change that allows the entire congregation op-
portunities to worship, learn and play together while still maintaining diverse worship times 
and styles for members and visitors. Even though the time or style of the shared service may 
not be “perfect,” your ability to compromise for the greater good is a blessing for your mission 
together. 

WORSHIP SURVEY SUMMARY      Pastor  Lori  



The Faithful Times                           Page 3 

God’s Work, Our Hands: It was great to see so many people participate in this event on Sep-
tember 8th.  Some people even participated in more than one activity.  My special thanks go to 
the crew that help me with the neighborhood trash pickup.  The crew included Famang, Blama-
see, and Leesieh Dorley; Ada Lindborg and her sister; as well as Manny and Mary Soliz. 
 
Transition Team: The Transition Team has finalized their portion of the Ministry Site Profile 
(MSP).  The MSP is the documentation that will be submitted to the Sierra Pacific Synod bish-
op’s office in order to match our profile to that of viable candidates.  The Church Council and 
the Call Committee will have additional sections of the MSP to complete before it is finally sub-
mitted to the Synod office. 
 
Church Council:  Last, but not least, we are still in need of people to hold position on the 
church council as representatives of our ministries.  Please prayerfully consider joining me and 
the other council members by being a part of our leadership team at St. John’s.  If you have any 
questions, please talk to Pastor Lori or me. 
 
 
 
In His service, 
Bill Dietz 

FROM YOURCOUNCIL PRESIDENT     Bi l l  Dietz  
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 Council Corner 
What’s New from your Council—September 2019 

Welcome to Autumn.  Just a hop, skip and a jump to 
Thanksgiving and then to the celebration of the birth of 
our Savior.  How quickly time flies.   

It’s hard to believe that we have already had our t\Third 
Council meeting for this church year.  Below is the 
highlight reel from September: 

Special Congregational Meeting.  By the time you 
read this, you will have voted in six seated members to 
our Call Committee.  Our prayers of thanksgiving to the 
Transition Team that has done such a wonderful job in 
getting us to this vital next step in calling our new pas-
tor.   

God’s Work, Our Hands.  The Council was also very 
excited to hear all the amazing stories from God’s Work, 
Our Hands … or in some cases our feet, our voices, our 
crafting abilities.  Our thanks to the organizers and to 
all who participated. 

Year End Financial Reporting/Audit.  We are still 
working toward completing our year end financial anal-
ysis and preparing for our audit.  In advance of the hir-
ing of our new pastor we know how important it is that 
we make sure that we are able to clearly define the fi-
nancial health of our Congregation.  Our thanks to 
Sherrie Downie and her team  who have made great 
sacrifices of time to move us forward in this area.   

Stewardship Campaign.  It’s here … stewardship cam-
paign time.  If you think you know what a stewardship 
campaign looks like—wait until you see this one!  Don’t 
discount it … don’t hide away … come and see what all 
the hype is about (smiles)!  This is definitely something 
you will want to tweet, Instagram and sing from the 
mountain tops! 

Safety.  In this time where safety is a primary concern 
in our country, the Council wants to remind you to be 
diligent.  As we work toward our periodic safety review 
and drill, it will be up to all of us to look for danger—
whether it be from someone wishing to cause harm, fire 
or earthquake—make sure you know where the exits 
are, best practices for protecting yourself and ensuring 
the safety for everyone.   

Upcoming Events.  The rest of the meeting was all 
about planning, so don’t miss out on some of the amaz-
ing things coming your way: 

Family Game Night—a new offering led by Children & 
Family Ministry to be held the second Saturday of each 
month.  If you are an expert at “corn hole” you don’t 
want to miss our first event on October 12, 2019. 

Treasure Sale—a follow up event to our successful sale 
earlier this year.   Led by Congregational Care, this 
proved to be an important way for our community to 
engage with us in a safe and enjoyable environment.  
Volunteers are needed. 

Trunk Or Treat—a group ministry effort, led by Children 
& Family Ministry, to be held on October 25, 2019. 

And coming soon: 

Samaritan's Purse Gift Boxes 
Loaves of Love 
Angel Tree 

Directory: We also want to give thanks to Brooke Far-
rington and her family who spent their Tuesday evening 
updating Council photos for our website and directory, 
which will be out soon. 

 

As a reminder, Council meetings are open to everyone.  
We value your participation and your feedback.  With 
this being football season, we close with a quote: 

It’s not the strength of the individual players, but it is the 
strength of the unit and how they all function together.—
Bill  Belichick 

Bound together and strengthened by the knowledge that 
He made each of us with our own gifts and talents but 
with the mindset that the Kingdom is united by the 
greatest love ever given. 

Go Team St. John’s!  Let’s change the World! 



God’s Work, Our Hands 

 God’s Work, Our Hands 
September 8, 2019 

What a wonderful experience for all who participated!  From working on 
supporting our active-duty service members and homeless neighbors, to 
picking up trash, to spending time with our Seniors, this year’s God’s 
Work, Our Hands Sunday brought us out into God’s community to worship 
by serving. 

Members of our Choir and Praise Team, led by our very own bit of Magic, had a wonder-
ful time singing traditional hymns and offering prayers for both familiar and new friends 
at Quail Lodge.  We had such a wonderful time we are hopeful to be invited back soon. 
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God’s Work, Our Hands 

Community Clean-Up!  What a mighty 
team that went out and picked up 
bag loads of trash in our community 
and they had the youngest volunteer 
to help! 

Preparing kits for the homeless and sending messages of sup-
port to our military. 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY       Hal  Norman 

Christ Caring for People Through People 

..Stephen Ministers: “The After People“ 

. . After the doctor says, “I’m  
sorry, but there’s nothing more 
we can do.” 

Stephen Ministers are there: 

Stephen Ministers are the After People.  

To find out if this ministry will be of benefit to you,  contact : 

Marilyn Norman (925) 354-7816, Hal Norman (925) 683-6981 or  

Lynn Ferguson (925)207-779 

 . . After the phone call 
you hoped you’d never get. 

 . . .  After the nursing home director 
shakes your hand and says, “Welcome  to 

your new home.” 

. .  After the baby arrives, demand-
ing more of you than you ever 

dreamed  



        VBS / Rally Day 

         Sept 13th – 15th 

 

We had a fabulous weekend with our 14  kids !   

Our theme was based around the Lord’s Prayer,  “Kingdom of the Son”. 

The lessons themes covered :  God Listens, God Provides, God Forgives and we will 

continue with the remaining 2 lessons (God Protects & God Rules)  during the next 

two weeks of Sunday School . 

Ms. Connie Pfahl did an excellent job in preparing these lessons & activities, along 

with set up designs in the sanctuary.   Kathy Barstad was the provider for our 

great meals.  We were blessed with many helpers:  Stephannie Rehana, Mel John-

son, Sherrie & Maddy Downie & Rhonda Faust.  We greatly appreciated the reset up 

of the sanctuary by Steven Althaus to be ready for Sunday Worship.   

It was a lot of work by all of our helpers but our children are worth it all ! 

      Sharon Hayes, Children & Family Ministries 

  

VBS & RALLY SUNDAY       Sharon Hayes 



VBS & RALLY SUNDAY       Sharon Hayes 
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WE PRAY FOR... 

Julie Ellingson Lois Lyon   Alice Rostad 
Sheri Finstad  Kingston McFarland  Irene Swann 
Sherley Foti  Hal Norman   Nanci Treichelt 
Jim Halvorson Ruth O’Connor  Mary Turner 
Olivia Lake  Jim Person   Michael Valenta 
  Harry & Diane Wulf 

 
We pray for families and friends who mourn 

 
We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Damon Cantey, Steven 
Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams, and Dylan Eickmann Wright. We pray for 
all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the worried; for 
the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit. May  words of hope 
and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey into the em-
brace of your love. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
Wednesday, October 9, 2:00 p.m. 

This meeting will be held at the home of Gary Freedman. 
The men of St. John’s are meeting for a time of fellowship. Join us as we talk 
about church issues and what is going on in our lives today. For information 
contact Howard Dobler. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
AND FELLOWSHIP 
Sunday, October 27, 

One Worship Service, 9:00 a.m. 
Join us for a joint worship service and fellowship. 

(Wear Red). 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
Sunday, November 3 

Would you like to include the name of a person who passed away within the last 
year on All Saints Day? If so, please mail their name, picture and date of passing 
no later than Friday, October 18 to the church office at office 
@stjohnsantioch.org. 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Sunday, November 3, 2:00 a.m. 

Reset your clocks back one hour before you go to bed. 
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RESOURCES for VICTIMS OF SCAMS  
Contact for prevention resources or if you lose money in a scam  

 

Prevention and loss assistance  
East Bay Community Law Center  

(510) 548-4040  

ebclc.org  

Ask for Consumer Justice & General Clinic Services  

 

To report a scam/ your loss  
Phone-call scam:  

• The FTC at ftc.gov/complaint  

• The Contra Costa County District Attorney’s office at (925) 957-2200  

• The FBI at (925) 671-7330  

 

Text-message scam:  

• The FTC at ftc.gov/complaint  

• The Contra Costa County District Attorney’s office at (925) 957-2200  

• Your cell phone service carrier’s span/scam text reporting number or general customer service number.  

 

Remember:  
• If a caller tells you to send money in order to get money you’ve “won” -- IT IS A 
SCAM!  
 
• If a caller/ texter asks you to send a gift card for an “emergency” -- IT IS A SCAM!  
 
NEVER give out personal information (Social Security number, bank account, etc.) to 
a caller asking for money. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org,  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Howard & Ruth Dobler  10/8 

Thom & Patti Koehne  10/24 

BIRTHDAYS 
Moacir Santos  10/1 
Diane Wulf   10/3 
Brandon Santos  10/4 
Sharon Hayes   10/4 
William Cornwell  10/9 
Rebecca Wolff   10/12 
Betty Cornwell  10/13 
Mary Soliz   10/14 
Darrell Andelin  10/14 

Lynda Oliver   10/17 
Steven Althaus  10/17 
Allison Coburn  10/18 
Blamasee Dorley  10/24 
Patricia Reitz   10/24 
Robert Schwenke  10/26 
Adalynn Rehana  10/27 
Sharon Halvorson  10/29 
Claire Nunnenkamp  10/30 
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