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Interim pastor’s message, September 2019 
 
Welcome to fall – and to the next phase of your transitional process! We kick 
off the program year with faith that the Holy Spirit continues to guide St. 
John’s into the future God has in store for you. 
 
Mark you calendars for TWO 9 a.m. shared worship services this month: 
 
Sept. 8 God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday will start with a brief 9 a.m. ser-
vice before we go out to “worship by serving.” 
Sept. 22 Fourth Sunday Shared Worship at 9 a.m. will be followed by a 
Special Congregational Meeting to vote on your Call Committee.  
 
And in between: 
 
Sept. 15 Rally Sunday (at both 8 and 10 a.m.) will include the “backpack 
blessing” and food, fun and games after. 

 
As you will read in the Transition Team update (page 4) and in the article on forming the Call 
Committee (page 5), your efforts in considering communication, worship, and your history, 
mission and identity have given your Transition Team the input they need to reflect this con-
gregation in your Ministry Site Profile. The Call Committee you choose will complete the last 
section of the profile, interview pastoral candidates and recommend a candidate for a congrega-
tional vote. 
 
Thank you for being part of the gatherings where you’ve determined what the community of St. 
John’s feels called to focus on as a new pastor is sought. Meanwhile, you have continued im-
portant outreaches and inreaches as you serve in Christ’s name.  
 
Remember, “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday is yet another opportunity to serve in Christ’s 
name (page 9). In September our gospel texts challenge us to take seriously what it means to 
follow Jesus. We read in Luke 14:27 that we must “carry the cross” – see and address suffering 
with the hands and heart of Christ. So bring your hands and hearts! 
 
Blessings in these exciting days, 
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National Night Out:  
> Many thanks to all the members who prepared, setup, participated, attended and cleaned up 

at our second annual event on August 6th.  National Night Out is held on the first Tuesday of 
August each year.  Through very generous donations, free tacos were served as well as a 
substantial number of treats from the ice cream truck.  Through increased publicity, we saw 
an increase in attendance by outsiders. If you couldn’t attend this year, mark your calendar 
now for next year. 

 
Audio Visual items:  
> Many thanks to Steve Althaus for donating a new computer and 24-inch monitor for the AV 

system.  Also, thanks to Gary Freedman the recorded sermons are once again available on 
our website.  It will take a few days for a Sunday sermon to actually appear on the website. 

 
Property:  
> I have been attending to some property issues recently.  I repaired one of the closet doors in 

the nursery.  Another such door still needs to be repaired or preplaced.  I have been trying to 
learn the layout and status of the campus sprinkler system.  While we may not be able to 
have the entire campus watered, watering some areas would help keep the grass and bushes 
around the office alive and looking attractive.  If anyone is willing to lend a hand and/or 
knowledge in the sprinkler system, please give me a call.  

 
Call Committee:  
> Nominees to the Call Committee should be made by contacting Pastor Lori, or the church 

office.  Nominations should be received by September 8, 2019.  All nominees will be asked to 
make a presentation to the congregation at the Special Congregational Meeting called to 
elect the Call Committee, which is made up of one ex-officio member (president of the con-
gregation) and five (5) elected voting members of the congregation.  Please see the fliers in 
the Fellowship Hall for more detailed information.   

 
Church Council:  
> Last, but not least, we are still in need of people to hold position on the church council as 

representatives of our ministries.  Please prayerfully consider joining me and the other 
council members by being a part of our leadership team at St. John’s.  If you have any ques-
tions, please talk to Pastor Lori or me. 

 
 
In His service, 
Bill Dietz 

FROM YOURCOUNCIL PRESIDENT     Bi l l  Dietz  



Council Corner 
What’s New from your Council—August 2019 

Your newly seated Council got right down to business 
with meetings on July 23 and August 13, 2019.  For 
those who are yet to meet your Council, please wel-
come:  
 
(new):  Bob Grimes, Mission & Outreach 
(new):  Betty Cornwell, Fellowship 
(new):  Gary Freedman, AV & Technology 
(new role): Sharon Hayes, Children & Family  
  Ministry 
(new role): Bill Dietz, President 
(new role): Sherrie Downie, Treasurer 
(returning): Lynn Ferguson, Congregational Care 
(returning): Brita Bleuel, Secretary 
(voting): Pastor Lori Eickmann 
 
The first thing we undertook was  to ensure a fully 
seated Council by approving Interim Pastor Lori Eick-
mann to a voting role on the Council.  Interim pastors 
can function in any role approved for a seated Pastor 
so this was an area where we had the flexibility to 
make a change beneficial to conducting the business 
of the Church.  Secondly, we undertook making sure 
our Council was trained and ready to roll, by review-
ing process, procedures and constitutional matters for 
our incoming members.   
 
Then the fun started with our  first matter of action: 
National Night Out.  Wow!  What a great event.  Our 
thanks to all who supported and participated in this 
event.  A couple of “shout outs” for financial support 
go to our ever present ministry partner, Thrivent, Jim 
& Pat Person and Bob Grimes for helping to offset the 
cost of this event.  We were excited about the turnout 
from our community and the partnerships we are de-
veloping with our local government and community 
organizations.   
 
A few items of note from our summer meetings:   
 
Ada Lindborg has retired as our guru of shopping and 
supply maintenance—our thanks for her many years 
of service in this role.  To fill this void, our Property 
Assistants, Mark Goldstein and Gary Wilson, will be 
keeping an ongoing list of shopping needs.  If you see 

something we are running low on, please let one of 
our property assistants know and they will work with 
Sherrie Downie to update our supplies. 
 
We continue to work toward completing the year end-
process for our financial reporting.  It is anticipated 
that year-end reports will be approved at our Septem-
ber Council meeting and posted on our internal web-
site.  We are grateful for the efforts of our new Treas-
urer, Sherrie Downie, who has been putting in extra 
hours to become familiar with our accounts and the 
needs of our Congregation.   
 
At our August meeting, Manny Soliz joined us to dis-
cuss our Mission Endowment Fund and the require-
ments and processes of supporting that Ministry and 
financial support for our community.  We were grate-
ful for the update and look forward to providing quar-
terly reports on this Fund to the Congregation.  If you 
would like more information on the Mission Endow-
ment Fund, see our website.  The information will 
help you to understand the overall function of the En-
dowment Fund, how it supports our Congregation and 
our Community and how you can make donations to 
support these ongoing efforts. 
 
Our new AV Ministry Leader, Gary Freedman, has 
been working diligently to review the AV needs and 
support his team.  We are grateful for the gift of a 
new computer from Connie Pfahl and Steve Althaus 
and are working with our computer team at PC Part-
ners to get everything installed and connected to our 
server. 
 
As our Transition Team works to complete our Minis-
try Site Profile, we will be preparing to call a Special 
Congregational Meeting to vote in a Call Committee.  
If you have nominations, please let us know by Sep-
tember 8, 2019.  We are excited about this next step 
in this transition process and look to support the Call 
Committee going forward. 
 
We are strong, vibrant and amazing together as a 
Family of Faith.  To God be the Glory in all things. 
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WE PRAY FOR... 

Julie Ellingson Lois Lyon   Alice Rostad 
Sheri Finstad  Kingston McFarland  Irene Swann 
Sherley Foti  Hal Norman   Nanci Treichelt 
Jim Halvorson Ruth O’Connor  Mary Turner 
Olivia Lake  Jim Person   Michael Valenta 
Ned Lillich  Carol Romanowitz  Harry & Diane Wulf 

 
We pray for families and friends who mourn: Max and Mary Wheeler. 

 
We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Damon Cantey, Steven 
Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams, and Dylan Eickmann Wright. We pray for 
all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the worried; for 
the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit. May  words of hope 
and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey into the em-
brace of your love. 

TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE     Manny Sol iz  

The latest news from the St. John’s Transition Team: we are now drafting the Ministry Site Profile, 
which outlines our mission focus and the job description for our pastoral candidates. It is derived from 
the town hall meetings, where we determined the following: 
 
Top 3 STRENGTHS 
- The congregation is "friendly and welcoming” 
- The congregation is good at "hospitality and relationships" 
- The “location” of St. John’s is a plus 
 
Top 2 OPPORTUNITIES 
- "Community events” such as making St. John’s known at local fairs, etc. 
- “Attracting new families”   
 
ASPIRATIONS AND GOALS 
- “Growth reflecting diversity,” with various expressions of “increase membership through family and/or 
senior activities” 
- Being “Christ centered” 
 
PASTORAL NEEDS 
- Heart for youth, young family person 
- Good teacher 
- Good preacher 
- Ideas to build the church 
- Motivator 
 
Any additional questions, please see me, or give me a call. 

 

Manny Soliz 
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A special congregational meeting will be held Sept. 22 after the 9 a.m. shared worship service to 
elect five Call Committee members. Those who agree to run will briefly state their qualifica-
tions and what they think they would bring to the committee prior to the vote at the special 
meeting. Contact Pastor Lori or the church office if you want to nominate someone. 
 
Qualifications: Call Committee members must… 

* have a mature faith and strong prayer life 
* be open to what is best for the congregation rather than pushing an agenda 
* have skills for interviewing and listening (HR or hiring background helpful) 
* commit time to committee meetings, Skype and in-person interviews, and (later) week-

end time with the candidate/ spouse 
* commit to maintaining confidentiality about the candidates (absolutely no disclosure 

about a candidate’s characteristics or current call) 
* be able to come to consensus on recommending a candidate 

 
(NOTE: The council president is an ex officio member, so there will be six members on the com-
mittee but the congregation will vote in five members.) 

ELECTING YOUR CALL COMMITTEE: Special Congregational Meeting 

STEPHEN MINISTRY       Hal  Norman 

Stephen Ministry training begins this fall. The new Stephen Ministers will be commissioned after train-
ing. 
 
The skills our Stephen Ministers learn and practice prepare them to  provide a very high level of Chris-
tian caregiving. Training topics include: 
 

 Feelings; Yours, Mine, and Ours 
 The Art of Listening 
 Distinctively Christian Caregiving 
 Assertiveness; Relating Gently and Firmly 
 Maintaining Boundaries in Caregiving 
 Confidentiality 
 Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief 
 Distinctively Christian Caring 

 
Please pray for the new Stephen Ministers volunteering for this training and for the dedicated instruc-
tors who are doing the training. Interested: Contact Marilyn Norman, Hal Norman or Lynn Ferguson 
 
Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance. Proverbs 1:5 

Christ Caring for People Through People 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

National Night Out 
August 6, 2019 

Enjoy these photos from our second annual National Night Out.  From Pray-
er Group to Arts & Crafts to visitors from our Community.  A great night was 
had by all! 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Getting our Certificate from 
our Local Representative 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 



The Faithful Times                           Page 9 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is Sept. 8 
Worship starts at 9 a.m.! 

 
On Sept. 8 we will worship by serving – doing God’s work with our own hands after a brief 9 a.m. wor-
ship service with Holy Communion. Some of us will go out to service projects in the community, and oth-
er projects will be offered in the parish hall for those who need to stay on site. 
 
See the sign-ups in parish hall for more information. As of the newsletter deadline, the projects include:  
 
 Off site: Neighborhood trash pick up (See Bill Dietz) 
 On and/or off site: Packaging socks, snacks and toiletries for homeless folks in the parish hall, then 

delivering the packets in the community. (See Sherrie Downie) 
 On site: Letter-writing in parish hall to service members and/ or local or national politicians. (See 

Connie Pfahl. Writing material will be provided, or bring your tablet if you want to send emails.) 
 
Invite someone to come and serve with you! This is exactly the type of outreach that St. John’s chose as a 
ministry focus in the mission visioning meetings. 

MEN’S COFFEE GROUP 

Wednesday, September 11, 2:00 p.m. 

This meeting will be held at the home of Howard and Ruth Dobler. 

The men of St. John’s are meeting for a time of fellowship. Join us as we talk 

about church issues and what is going on in our lives today. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
Rhonda Faust   9/2 
Julie Commins  9/3 
Kermit Sveen   9/8 
Nancy Swenson  9/12 
Carleen Jackson  9/18 
Lori Rehana   9/18 

Don Lezer   9/20 
Eileen Blumhardt Butler 9/22 
Gale Martin   9/23 
Todd Farrington  9/23 
Darlene Heath  9/25 

Gary & Kumiko Freedman  9/2 

Dan & Len Marsh   9/4 

Jim & Pat Person   9/11 

Jerry & Julie Ellingson  9/27 

Scott & Shana Andelin  9/30 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org,  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 


