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Interim pastor’s message, August 2019 
 
In one of the interim congregations I served, a member complained that whenever 
church members are asked about mission visioning they always say the same things: 
We need more members, we need more children in Sunday school and we need to call 
the perfect pastor. 
 
Then another asked: What if there were no needs? What would we be about then? 
 
Which made still another wonder: What if we already have what we need? 
 
Yes, there is tremendous need, even right here in our neighborhoods – physical and 

spiritual needs. And the Holy Spirit indeed has already gifted this congregation with what it needs to 
engage with this community you are called to serve. So for the second year, St. John’s is hosting a  
National Night Out event Aug. 6 at 5 p.m. 
 
National Night Out was started in the 1980s to strengthen communities by making connections between 
residents, police and civic leaders. What began with neighbors turning on their porch lights and sitting 
in front of their homes has become an annual, nationwide effort to build community – and a wonderful 
opportunity for St. John’s to bear the light of Christ to your neighbors! 
 
This month our gospel texts – which challenge us with stories about the rich fool, our need to be watch-
ful, and Jesus’ healing on the Sabbath – speak to the human condition of deep need. These texts  
challenge us to examine what we believe and what it means for how we live. Yes, there is tremendous 
need in our neighborhoods, across the nation, throughout the world and in our own hearts. What if there 
were no needs? Would that be heaven on earth? What if we already have what we need to bear heaven to 
earth each day? The gifts of our Creator and inspiration of the Holy Spirit of the living Christ are 
already ours.  
 
At the first mission visioning session this summer, you identified that many local families don’t have a 
church home, so there is a key opportunity for St. John’s to be more visible in the community and invite 
the neighbors here. National Night Out is one such opportunity – so come and be part of that. The good 
news is that we already have what we need because Christ is all we need, for in Christ there is healing 
for the nations, the neighborhood and each heart.  
 
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Lori 
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Council President’s Comments, August 2019 

 

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to the congregation and church council for electing me 
to the position of church council president.  I am blessed to be a part of this congregation and look for-
ward to continuing what works well at St. John’s Lutheran Church and seeing what new opportunities 
and changes can be addressed.   

 

Secondly, the reason the newsletter is lacking a Council Meeting summary for July 2019, is due to the 
fact that the meeting had to be rescheduled from it’s normal second Tuesday of the month to the 23rd of 
July.  This was because many of our active council members were either on the Baja Mission trip or 
out of town on other missions.   

 

But in the meantime, let me share with you what is happening a St. John’s.  It has been my experience 
that most Lutherans are not fond of the “E” word.  Evangelism.  Going out into the community and in-
viting people to church can seem awkward and unsettling.  But what if the people came to St. John’s 
and met us at our church?  Wouldn’t that be easier? 

 

On Tuesday, August 6th, you will have an opportunity to have people in our community come to St. 
John’s to meet YOU!  This will be our 2nd annual National Night Out.  It is an opportunity for neigh-
bors, city officials, law enforcement personnel to meet YOU.  The event starts early at 5:00 PM.  Stay 
as long or as short as you wish.  Yes, there will be food and beverages.  But please come. 

 

What is New? 
From Your Council 

Council Corner 

August 2019 
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Continued from “What’s New”… 

 
Last, but not least, we are still in need of people to hold position on the church council as rep-
resentatives of our ministries.  If we do not reach our minimum number of nine council mem-
bers, we will have to revise the church constitution, hold a special congregational meeting to 
approve the revision, and more work will fall into the hands of fewer people.  Please prayer-
fully consider joining me and the other council members by being a part of our leadership 
team at St. John’s.   

 

In His service, 

Bill Dietz 
 

l members on our internal site. 
JULY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Due to travel schedules, the council met July 23, too late for the newsletter deadline. 

A report of the meeting will be posted online. 

If you are yet to get a password for our internal site, let us know. There is lots of helpful 
information available for Congregational members on our internal site. 
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WE PRAY FOR... 

We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Damon Cantey, Steven Re-
hana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams, and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the 
worried; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit. May  
words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey 
into the embrace of your love. 

Julie Ellingson Ned Lillich   Alice Rostad 
Sheri Finstad  Kingston McFarland  Irene Swann 
Sherley Foti  Hal & Marilyn Norman Mary Turner 
Jim Halvorson Ruth O’Connor  Michael Valenta 
Olivia Lake  Jim Person   Mary Wheeler 
   Harry & Diane Wulf 

 
We pray for families and friends who mourn Betty Dalke and Max Wheeler. 

POINTS OF INTEREST 

Recently, our very own Bob Schwenke went to Noah’s Ark in Williamstown Kentucky. 

Bob’s description “What a humbling experience. I highly recommend it”. 

Massive ship with 3 decks depicting Biblical tale of Noah's Ark, 
with interactive exhibits & zoo. 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY       Hal  Norman 

Bear one another's burdens; and this is the way you will fulfill  
the law of Christ (Gal 6: 2) 

 
Father Flanagan started a home for troubled boys in Nebraska. The 

 spirit of his ministry is shown by the answer a boy gave to a question 
from Father Flanagan.  

Young Howard had disabilities resulting from polio, and the older boys 
would carry him up and down the stairs. When Father Flanagan asked 

one of the older boys if Howard was heavy; the answer came back; 
 

“He ain’t heavy he’s our brother”. 
 

Paul encourages us to “bear one another's burdens.” Martin Luther 
wrote that one of the ways God’s grace is made known to us is through 

mutual conversation and consolation of   sisters and brothers. 
 

We all need someone to help us bear our burdens from time to time.  
Who has helped to bear yours ?  

 
This is what Stephen Ministry is all about; 

Helping to bear another's Burdens . 
 

You can be part of this Christ based Ministry. 
Accept a Stephen Minister to help bear your burdens. Train to be a  

Stephen Minister, or Become a Stephen Leader. 

Christ Caring for People Through People 

Thank you to all the caring people who brought us  
delicious meals on the meal train. Especially, Connie Pfahl who 

brought three delicious meals.  
Thank you all!!! Each meal was wonderful. 

Hal & Marilyn Norman 



BAJA MISSIONS 2019  
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BAJA MISSIONS 2019 (CONTINUED) 
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The annual choir party held at the home of Betty Cornwell Saturday, June 29. The choir pur-
chased a music vase and a necklace for Magic as a thank you gift for directing us this past year. It 
was a carry-in dinner and we provided hamburgers and hot dogs. We have some excellent cooks in 
choir! 



 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 
5:00-8:00 p.m. 

EVENT BOOTHS  

FRESH MEXICAN GRILL 

ICE CREAM TREATS 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES & GAMES 

ARTS & CRAFTS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS 

PRAYER BOOTH 

 

Lend a hand where you are able (there will be many small projects). 

Mark your calendar to attend and visit with our guests. 

 

Help us to be part of this nationwide movement to connect our City 
leaders with the community they support. 

And, in the process, be the light of God in our community! 

This is a great opportunity for us to meet our neighbors and community. 
Don’t Miss Out on Your Chance to Be a Part of this Wonderful Outreach! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Save The Date—September 8 

September 15 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
Scott Sorensen  8/4 
Derek Treichelt  8/4 
Carol Romanowitz  8/8 
Mark Goldstein  8/12 
Sharon Sterud  8/15 
Gloria Andelin  8/20 

Scott Andelin   8/21 
Bob Commins   8/24 
Anita Hayes   8/27 
Elwood Jensen  8/28 
Brenda Whitlow  8/31 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org,  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 

Richard & Kathryn Meucci  8/5 

Joseph & Darlene Heath  8/25 

Chuck & Shirley Keller  8/26 

Jeff & Heidi Gable   8/26 
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