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Interim pastor’s message, July 2019 
 
In July our gospel readings from Luke reveal how true disciples follow Jesus: 
 
 The “sending of the 70” shows we are given companions for the journey as  
      together we claim our gifts for the mission to proclaim Christ’s reign.  
 
 The story of the Good Samaritan challenges how we define “neighbor.”  
 
 Mary and Martha remind us that each one of us is gifted to learn and to serve  
      in and through Christ. 
 

And in July this is how the disciples of St. John’s are following Jesus: 
 
 Several members leave July 6 for the Baja Mission 2019, serving far-off neighbors at a women’s 

shelter and after school program in Mexico. 
 The first Saturday of the month Bread of Life Outreach continues to feed local neighbors in need 

(ask how you can be part of this!). 
 On July 28 after the 9 a.m. Shared Worship the congregation will choose short-term mission and 

ministry goals as you look toward calling a new pastor to share your vision to “grow in faith, experi-
ence joy and serve with compassion.” 

 
As many of us enjoy summer vacations and, perhaps, a somewhat more relaxed schedule for a few 
weeks, we are energized by opportunities to engage with others near and far as we travel or plan fun 
events such as National Night Out (Aug. 6). Whether we meet old friends or new people in our travels 
or while enjoying (free!) dinner at National Night Out right here at St. John’s, we bring to any interac-
tion our presence as followers of The Way – the way of inclusive, healing, life-giving grace and love and 
peace.  
 
Where is that grace, love and peace needed in our lives and in the life of our communities, nation and 
world? How have you experienced these in your own life? And how does God’s grace give you permission 
to rest as well as to serve? 
 
May our eyes be opened to the truth that we live each day infused with gifts of the Spirit, enabling us to 
learn and teach; to dance and heal; to create and serve; to share and sing; to accompany and dream; to 
receive and rest and just “be”. 
 
 
Summer blessings, 
Pastor Lori 
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What is New? 
From Your Council 

It’s been a busy few months for your Council as they prepare for the end of the 2018/2019 Church year 
and the beginning of the 2019/2020 Church year.  In preparation for the Annual Meeting the Council is 
required to prepare the Annual Report and, review and prepare a new Budget to present to the Congre-
gation.  It is also responsible for the proper call of the Congregational Meeting, after meeting meal and 
preparation of ballots, power points and agendas.  As a Council, we do this as part of our Ministry, part 
of our connection to our Church, and more importantly, as our time and treasures to our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.  We also want to thank all of you who came out to participate in the Annual Meeting, 
who ask questions, who read the report, who are active and knowledgeable in the workings of your 
Congregation!  What a wonderful family of faith we have.  Following is your last Council report for this 
Church year: 
 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – JUNE 8, 2019 
 
The Congregation met for our Annual Meeting on June 8, 2019.  The Annual Meeting is held yearly in 
compliance with our Constitution and Bylaws and is held to provide the current state of the Congrega-
tion and to allow Congregational members to provide feedback and intent on matters that require Con-
gregational approval. 
 
We had a wonderful turnout for this event, exceeding the required amount for a quorum.  The dedica-
tion and commitment shown to this Congregation was uplifting to all in attendance. 
 
After our meeting, we were treated to a lovely pasta bar proved by our currently seated Council and 
coordinated by our own Fellowship leader, Betty Cornwell.  Our thanks to all who worked to present 
this meal to the Congregation. 

(Continued on next page) 

Council Corner 

July 2019 
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Continued from “What’s New”... 

 
As a reminder, full Minutes of all meetings and matters of vote are available at any time in 
the Administrative Office or on our internal website.  You can also request minutes of any 
meeting at any time from your Council Secretary. l members on our internal site. 

COUNCIL MEETING – JUNE 11, 2019 
 
The Council never gets tired of meeting!  On the heels of four budget meetings and an Annual 
Congregational Meeting, your Council was right back to work on Tuesday, June 11, 2019.  We 
welcomed our new Council members:  Gary Freedman, Betty Cornwell and Bob Grimes all re-
cently approved for positions on the Council.  We also were excited to have many of our Coun-
cil members returning in new or existing roles:  Bill Dietz, Brita Bleuel, Sherrie Downie, Lynn 
Ferguson and Sharon Hayes. 

 

The first topic of discussion was that we were unable to fill the open positions of the standing 
committees and council at the recent Congregational meeting.  In light of that, the Council 
has voted to move forward with changes to the Constitution to take the minimum number of 
Council members from 9 to 7 and to continue to evaluate the need for the current standing 
committees and to make changes as necessary in light of the current needs of our Congrega-
tion.  It is anticipated that we will move forward with a Special Congregational Meeting in 
September 2019. 

 

The Council moved forward with finalizing plans for our National Night Out!  We are so excit-
ed with how it is turning out and are hopeful that many of you will be able to participate in 
this wonderful event in our Community. 

 

We share with our entire Congregation in praying for our Baja Mission participants.   

Some important dates to keep on your calendar: 

June 30: Installation of Council; send-off of Baja Mission, both services 

July 21: Baja Mission Report, both services 

July 28: Shared Service, 9:00 a.m. 

August 6: National Night Out, 5:00 p.m. 

Sept. 9: God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 

Sept. 16: Rally Sunday 

If you are yet to get a password for our internal site, let us know. There is lots of helpful 
information available for Congregational members on our internal site. 
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MEET YOUR NEW 
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Please take a moment to introduce yourself and welcome your 2019/2020 Congregational Council.  
New to the Council are: 

 Bob Grimes, who is serving in the role of Mission & Outreach.   

 Betty Cornwell, who has been serving, and recently was confirmed, into the role of Fellowship. 

 Gary Freeman, who is serving in the role of AV/Technology. 

Returning to your council but changing position are: 

 Bill Dietz, moving from Worship & Music to President. 

 Sherrie Downie, moving from Children’s Ministry to Treasurer. 

 Sharon Hayes, moving from Mission & Outreach to Children/Youth. 

And, rounding out your Council are returning members, Brita Bleuel (Secretary) and Lynn Fergu-
son (Congregational Care) who remain in their current areas of ministry. 
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SCAM WARNING 

Warning:  Text Message Scam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As has been noted in previous articles and announcements, some members of St. John’s have re-
cently been targeted in a text messaging scam aimed at church communities.  Text messaging 
scams are known as “smishing”.  Smishing is defined as a security attack where someone is trying 
to trick you into giving them your private information via a text or SMS message.  Smishing can be 
particularly scary because we tend to be more inclined to trust a text message.  The Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) advises that to protect yourself from smishing scams, remember these simple 
rules: 

 - The church, your pastor, government agencies, banks or legitimate business will NEVER re-
quest gift cards, money or personal financial information by text message. 

 - Do not be rushed.  Smishing scams work by creating a false sense of urgency by demanding 
an immediate response. 

 - Never click on any links or call any phone numbers in unsolicited text or email messages 

 - Do not respond in any way to smishing messages, even to ask the sender to leave you alone.  
Responding verifies that your phone number is active – which tells the scammer to keep trying. 

 - 

 

 - Delete the message from your phone. 

You can report suspect messages to your cell phone service carrier’s span/scam text reporting num-
ber or general customer service number.  Complaints about smishing can be filed securely online 
using the FTC’s complaint assistant (www.ftccomlpaintassistant.gov). 

Please Read 
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MEET OUR NEW ST. JOHN’S MEMBERS 

Gary and Kumiko have lived in Antioch for 10 years. They began looking for a 
Church a few years ago, and tried several before Kumiko found St. John's 
Church online. Although neither have a Lutheran background, they were imme-
diately drawn to the comparatively liberal and progressive Lutheran theology 
they found through St John's. They also love the opportunity to share in the 
blessing of helping others at St. John's. 
 
Gary was an electronics technician for 21 years in the U.S. Navy, followed by a 
career in computer programming and various tech support positions. Kumiko 
has been the driving force in their home business, laser engraving personalized 
chopsticks for weddings, birthdays and such. She also worked in the beauty in-

dustry when they lived in Washington State.  
 
Gary also enjoys electric bike riding, tropical fish, computers, gaming, and especially studying Spanish. 
Kumiko enjoys traveling, playing guitar, reading, cooking (especially Japanese food), studying Spanish, 
and they both dabble occasionally with acrylic painting. 

Frank Bonthron. Frank is a long-time Antioch resident who started worshiping at 
St. John’s about a year ago, usually at the 8 a.m. service. He retired almost 20 
years ago from United Airlines, where he worked as a line mechanic, lead me-
chanic and foreman before ending his career as an instructor in mechanics. 
 
With Peggy, his wife of 48 years, Frank spends much of his time enjoying road 
trips throughout the western states. Yellowstone National Park is the couple’s 
favorite destination — so they visit there almost annually — but Frank also loves 
spending time at Antelope Canyon in Arizona because he finds it to be “one of the 

most beautiful spots on earth.” He suggests you google photos of Antelope Canyon if you don’t know 
about it! 
 
Frank and Peggy have two sons: Brian, who lives in Vallejo, and Brad, who lives in San Leandro. 

James (Jim) Becker. Jim, a native of St. Louis, Missouri, graduated from Valley Forge Military Academy 
in York, Pennsylvania, in 1954. He served the U.S. Air Force from 1954-1961 as a pilot of F86s and U2s. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart and Distinguished Flying Cross.  
 
After the Air Force, Jim was U.S. Deputy Commerce Ambassador to India for three years, and then be-
gan his career with IBM in Europe, stationed in Germany, from 1964-2018. 
Jim also served as U.S. Diplomatic Ambassador to Ecuador from 2018-2019.  
 
Bonnie Battey invited Jim to attend worship at St. John’s earlier this year, and he decided to make it his 
church home. He lives at Quail Lodge, home to Bonnie and several other members of St. John’s. 
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FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 

We said Farewell June 23 to Pastor Jerry and Carol Schmalenberger, who moved to Sedona, AZ, to be 
closer to family. Pastor Jerry, a graduate of Wittenberg University and Hamma School of Theology, 
served as a parish pastor for 29 years before becoming President of Pacific Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary in Berkeley in 1988.  After retiring he taught as a global missionary all over the world, and au-
thored 22 books.  Carol, a graduate of Mansfield Ohio School of Nursing, served as archivist of Region 2 
of the ELCA at PTLS. They joined St. John’s in 1997. 

Our thanks to Wendy Shearer, President and 
Mary Soliz, Youth, who are resigning from Coun-
cil at the end of the Church Year.  Their efforts 
and time are greatly appreciated by all! 

COUNCIL CORNER 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 

WE PRAY FOR... 

We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Damon Cantey, Steven Re-
hana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams, and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the 
worried; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit. May  
words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey 
into the embrace of your love. 

Betty Dalke   Olivia Lake   Raelene Russell 
Julie Ellingson  Hal & Marilyn Norman Irene Swann 
Sheri Finstad   Ruth O’Connor  Mary Turner 
Sherley Foti   Jim Person   Tammy Valenta 
Jim Halvorson  Alice Rostad   Max & Mary Wheeler 

Harry & Diane Wulf 
 

We pray for families and friends who mourn 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Stephen Ministry is a One-to-One, Lay, Caring ministry.” 
 
Stephen Ministers meet privately with a Care Receiver of the same gender.  
 
Stephen Ministers are trained and supervised lay volunteers, not professional counselors, thera-
pists, pastors, or physicians.  
 
Stephen Ministers are Christians who care in the name of Christ. They are willing to talk about 
spiritual issues, but will not force them.  
 
Stephen Ministers care  
By “listening, supporting and encouraging, praying, being dependable and trustworthy, and 
maintaining confidentiality in their caregiving.”  
 
Get more info on obtaining a Stephen Minister for yourself ,a family member, neighbor or friend. 
 
Contact: Marilyn Norman, Hal Norman, Lynn Ferguson  

Christ Caring for People Through People 
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Baja Mission Trip 2019 
 
It’s here, our Baja Mission Trip !!!   
 
We will be headed down to Chula Vista on July 6th and then off to Mexico for five days to serve God and 
others at a few different work project sites.   
 
Thank you so much for your financial support through our fundraisers and donations and of course your 
continued prayers are truly appreciated.  
 
I will post pictures on the St. John’s Facebook page. You can follow us at some of our serving sites: 

 Women’s Shelter -  mujeres Nuevo comienzo a.c. 
 After school program – oasis after school program 

 
In His Service – Baja Mission Trip Team 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH 

Thank you Lynn Ferguson for organizing our Treasure/Rummage Sale last month. Your time and ener-
gy for this event certainly did not go unnoticed. Thank you to the many helpers you recruited which 
made this sale successful, raising a little over $1,000 towards our General Fund. Check out the smiling 
faces of these children whom benefited from this sale ! 

THANKSGIVING & GRATITUDE     Sharon Hayes 

THANK Y0U 
 

Thank you Farrington family (Todd, Brooke, Ayla & 
Lily) for recently planting the beautiful flowers next  
to our tool shed. I know this was done from your hearts 
and was supposed to be anonymously but I have ways  
of finding out !!!! 
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“Our President, Bill Dietz, reaching new heights." 

Thank you Bill for your property service at St. John’s  

and to the community basketball players! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Antioch Christian Center Music Department Presents 
“Worship on the Lawn” 

Friday, June 28, 5:00 p.m. 

Free Event, All Ages are Welcomed. 

Kitchen Clean-Up 
 
Do you like to clean and organize? Do you like to meet new people and spend 
time with fellow members in the cool air conditioning? Then you are in luck! 
We have an opportunity for you! 
 
The kitchen at church requires a deep clean and organization. If you can 
help, please contact Betty Cornwell, Fellowship Committee, at 925-513-5710 
or wiykugobos@aol.com. I am hoping to hear from you soon! 



 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

EVENT BOOTHS (DETAILS TO FOLLOW) 

FRESH MEXICAN GRILL 

ICE CREAM TREATS 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES & GAMES 

ARTS & CRAFTS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS 

PRAYER BOOTH 

 

Lend a hand where you are able (there will be many small projects). 

Mark your calendar to attend and visit with our guests. 

 

Help us to be part of this nationwide movement to connect our City 
leaders with the community they support. 

And, in the process, be the light of God in our community! 

This is a great opportunity for us to meet our neighbors and community. 
Don’t Miss Out on Your Chance to Be a Part of this Wonderful Outreach! 

The Faithful Times                           Page 14 



The Faithful Times                           Page 15 

ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
Tymothy Althaus  7/6 
Serenity Ferguson  7/7 
Howard Dobler  7/12 
Jeff Gable   7/15 
Bonnie Battey  7/23 
 

Luke Rockenbaugh  7/25 
Heidi Gable   7/27 
Joe Heath   7/29 
Carol Laituri   7/29 
Gary Adams   7/29 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org,  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 

Kurt & Diana Nunnenkamp  7/1 

Derek & Silvia Treichelt  7/1 

William & Betty Cornwell  7/5 

Joseph & Patricia Reitz  7/7 

Todd & Brooke Farrington  7/7 

Mike & Carol Slinde   7/12 

Jim & Sharon Halvorson  7/26 
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