
Published: 
April 25 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
The Faithful Times 

Grow In Faith—Experience Joy—Serve With Compassion 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE Worship with the Bishop 2 

Council Corner 7 

Upcoming Events 9 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 11 

Interim pastor’s message, May 2019 
 
Christ is risen!  
 
Living out our grateful response, new life is springing up at St. John’s… 
 
This month we’ll begin our 4th Sunday joint 9 a.m. worship/ town hall gatherings.  
At the first joint worship May 26 we will receive 4 new members: Gary and Kumiko 
Freedman, Frank Bonthron and Jim Becker! 
 
And following that service, the Transition Team will present the findings of their in-
terviews with various city, schools and law enforcement officials. 

 
There has been interest in having a single service occasionally to bring everyone together to worship, get 
to know one another, and make time for town hall meetings where we can discuss topics that need all-
congregation input. One of the future topics certainly will be service times and styles, so having a few 
experiences of sharing worship once a month will give us insight for that discussion.  
 
The schedule of 4th Sunday shared worship is: 

May 26 (Memorial Day weekend) 
June 23 
July 28 
Aug. 25 
Sept. 22 
 
We will revisit whether or how to continue that schedule later this summer.  
 

And for now, in these Sundays after Easter as we plan joint worship, embrace new members, hear about 
the needs of the local communities and begin visioning St. John’s mission at a Town Hall this summer – 
we do all this encouraged by gospel readings that week after week lift up God’s steadfast love: 

 
Simon Peter declares his love for Jesus three times, and Jesus tells him to “feed my sheep.” How are 

we feeding Jesus’s sheep? 
Jesus tells us to love one another “just as I have loved you.” How do we live out the same self-giving 

love that we witness in Christ? 
Anticipating Pentecost, Jesus says, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask 

the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.” That Advocate – the 
Holy Spirit of the crucified and living Christ – is with us. How is the Spirit urging us onward? 

 
May we, in grateful response, always rise up to the new life we have each day in Christ! 
 
Easter blessings, 
Pastor Lori 
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INTERIM MINISTRY UPDATE FROM PASTOR LORI 

Musings on the St. John’s Heritage Timeline 
 

Someone wrote, “I remember when we had a male pastor.” 

 

Another recalled that the joint council meetings between St. John’s and Concordia were long because of 

“trying to agree on something.” 

 

Still another noted, “God continues to work in my life through the church and this congregation.” 

 

Thanks to all who contributed to the timeline and to Transition Team members Liz Hall and Jim Person 

for creating it! Here is a sampling of the postings: 

 

 Mary Wheeler was a charter member in 1947; the Halls and Doblers joined in the 1960s (and the 

Hall’s daughter Ann passed away in ’66), the Halvorsons were married in the ‘70s, and the Trei-

chelts joined in 1980, as plans for the new sanctuary to be built with Concordia were beginning. 

Terri Andelin remembers a vibrant youth group that visited other faith communities and enjoyed 
ski trips. 

 

 From the late ‘80s to the mid 2000s, those who joined included Lynda Oliver, the Schmalen-

bergers, Persons, Seaforths, Normans, Downies, Goldsteins and Bonnie Battey. St. John’s 

joined with Good Shepherd to decorate Rose Parade floats in 1998, and Scott and Shana Andelin 

were youth leaders in 2003. Ada Lindborg posted: “All things are possible if you believe.”  

 

 And from 2006 to the present: Justin has been on numerous mission trips since 2009, and Madison 

and Serenity (and Jerry!) have participated a few times, too; the mortgage was paid off; Kid’s Club 

was remembered as a blessing; and Stephen Ministry began. Those who joined include the Dalkes, 

Sharon Hayes and her mom, Kelsea, Lynn Ferguson, the Sveens, Cornwells, Engers and 

Reitzes, Pete Norlander and Joan Dietrich. One person wrote, “When I joined this church, I 

knew my life was going to change – and it did.” Just this year, Leslie and her dad Jeff started at-

tending, and the Gary and Kumiko Freedman, Frank Bonthron and Jim Becker asked to join 
St. John’s (and will do so this month). 

 

St. John’s has experienced several fairly short pastorates, and a few of more than 10 years. (Seven to 10 

years is considered a good time frame for a pastor to serve.) 

 

 Pr. Carlstrom, the first called pastor, served nine years, but the next four pastors – Strom, Oliver, St. 

John and Rogers – served only four or five years each.  

 

 Then Pr. Lee served 15 years, but Pr. Platte served only two; Pr. Woida served seven. 
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MEET OUR NEW COUNCIL MEMBER 

Betty Cornwell and her husband Bill moved to Brentwood in January of 2014 from 

Dayton, Ohio. They started looking for a Lutheran church home right away. St. 

John's was the second church they visited and they were impressed with how friendly 

the members were to them. They continued attending St. John’s and were happy with 

the pastor and congregation. Soon they were welcomed as members.  

 

Betty sings with the choir and was also involved in Kid's Club as a teacher.  When the 

opening for the Fellowship council member came along, Betty felt the Lord saying to 

her about the position, "You'd be good at that!"  In previous churches Betty planned 

events and activities for fellowship events for many years. She feels that through these activities and fel-

lowship opportunities a cohesive body of Christ will thrive and attract new members into the congrega-

tion through those events. 

 

Betty was a Special Education Advocate, defending disabled children for 21 years, before moving to Cali-

fornia. She also worked with the Learning Disabilities Association and The Epilepsy Foundation of 

Southwestern Ohio.  

 

Betty now enjoys singing with the church choir and The Singing Messengers, sponsored by the Interfaith 

Hospitality Network. This community choir travels weekly all over Contra Costa County singing to the 

elderly and infirmed. She also enjoys Diamond Painting, sewing, crafting, decorating, baking, Bunco, 

and  traveling in California to visit the many parks and historical landmarks. 

INTERIM MINISTRY UPDATE FROM PASTOR LORI (CONTINUED) 

 Pr. Vogelgesang served 11 years. 

 

There were many other notes about baptisms, confirmations, etc. I find myself wanting to know more 

about your experience of various pastors, and more tidbits such as the memory of decorating the Rose 

Parade floats or a memory from a mission trip. There is still time to ponder such things, but for now a 

quote that speaks volumes is this one: 

 

“St. John’s made me realize how precious a church can be.” 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Saturday, June 8, 2019, 4:00 p.m.  

Annual Congregational dinner 
hosted by the Council immediately following the meeting. 
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GIF CARD SCAM WARNING 

Pastor Lori’s name is being used in a text-message scam directed at St. John’s members. This text asks 
you to get a gift card, scratch off the number on the back, and text back a photo of the number. NEVER 
respond to a text or email that asks you to send money via a gift card. This is ALWAYS a scam. 
 
If you received this text, forward it to 7726 (spam). Below is additional information about gift card scams 
from the FTC. 
 
Scammers demand gift cards 
October 16, 2018 
by Cristina Miranda  
Division of Consumer and Business Education, FTC 
 

If you paid a scammer with a gift card, report it as soon as possible. Call the card company 
and tell them the gift card was used in a scam. For information on card companies that 
scammers use most often, go to: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/paying-scammers-
gift-cards. 
 
Then, tell the FTC about it – or any other scam – at ftc.gov/complaint. Your reports may 
help law enforcement agencies launch investigations that could stop imposters and other 
fraudsters in their tracks. 

 
Gift cards are a great way to give a gift. But did you know they are also a scammer’s favorite way to steal 
money? According to the FTC’s new Data Spotlight, more scammers are demanding payment with a gift 
card than ever before – a whopping 270 percent increase since 2015. 
 
Gift cards are for gifts, not for payments. If someone calls with urgent news or a convincing story 
and then pressures you to pay them by buying a gift card, like an iTunes or Google Play card, and then 
giving them the codes on the back of the card – stop. It’s a scam. 
 
Gift cards are the number one payment method that imposters demand. They might pose as IRS officials 
and say you’re in trouble for not paying taxes; or a family member with an emergency; or a public utility 
company threatening to shut off your water; or even a service member selling something before deploy-
ment. Or they might call with great news – you’ve won a contest or a prize! But to get it, you need to pay 
fees with a gift card. Scammers will say anything to get your money. And they know how to play into 
your fears, hopes, or sympathies. They like gift cards because, once they’ve got the code on the back, the 
money is gone and almost impossible to trace. But knowing how these scams work can help you avoid 
them, and you can help even more by passing on the information to people you know. 
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COUNCIL CORNER 

Blessings and joy as we continue to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our 

thanks to everyone who put in so much effort and love to make the worship services, breakfast and egg 

hunt such a happy time. We are blessed to be a family of faith and to work together in God’s kingdom to 

share His message and the love He so freely gives. We are hopeful that as we go into our annual meeting 

and the start of a new church year in June, we find new beginnings and glorious awakenings for our 

small Congregation nestled here on the corner of Tregallas. 

 

The following are highlights from the April 9, 2019 Council Meeting: 

 

 Betty Cornwell was approved as Council Fellowship Ministry Leader. Welcome Betty! 

 The Sierra Pacific Synod has lowered the amount of time and cost involved in this year’s Synod As-

sembly. Because of the savings, congregations are asked to pray about making an additional donation 

to one of three charitable causes. The Council voted to make a $400.00 donation, out of budgetary 

funds set aside for the assembly, to be ear marked for the Sierra Pacific Synod Candidacy. 

 Voted to accept new members at the first of our “Fourth Sunday Combined Worship Service” on May 

26, 2019. Pastor will seek mentors to support the incoming members. 

 Voted to ask the Audit Committee to work with our Accountant to perform an audit in advance of the 

Annual Congregational Meeting. 

 Reminder: Annual Congregational Meeting, June 8, 2019, 4:00 p.m. Annual Congregational dinner 

hosted by the Council immediately following the meeting. 

 The Council happily voted to extend the term of Pastor Lori’s contract. As part of our upcoming budg-

et discussions, the Council will determine whether we are able to bring Pastor Lori’s salary to antici-

pated levels for her seniority. We continue to express gratitude for Pastor Lori’s leadership and sup-

port during this transition period. 

 

As a reminder, we still have several openings for Council positions to help lead us into the new church 

year. Our Nominating Committee Chair, Audra Goldstein, may reach out to you, we ask that you open 

your hearts and pray about how you may serve here at St. John’s. If you already know where your heart 

is calling you, reach out to Audra or any member of your Council. Open positions: AV/Communications; 

Congregational Care; President; Property; Secretary; Treasurer and Youth. 

 

As a reminder, the Council is elected to support you, so when you have questions or see a need that has 

to be met, reach out to your Executive Committee or any council member. We are stronger together. 
 

Your Church Council 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 

  Christ Caring for People Through People 

We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Damon Cantey, Steven Re-
hana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams, and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the 
worried; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit. May  
words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey 
into the embrace of your love. 

Joan Dieterich      Penelope Miller 
Sherley Foti       Irene Swann 
Ray Herman       Tammy Valenta 
Judy Jensen       Max & Mary Wheeler 
Shirley Keller       Harry & Diane Wulf 
Keith Knapp 

We pray for the families and friends who mourn: 
Laura Hoffmeyer  

WE PRAY FOR... 

For more information contact: 

Marilyn Norman (925) 354-7816, Hal Norman (925) 683-6981,  

or 

Lynn Ferguson (925) 207-7779 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Women’s Monday Night Bible Study 
All WOMEN are welcome to join us Monday Nights for our Bible 

Study and Fellowship! If you are not an early person, need a good 

laugh, and want to study God’s Word in a very friendly atmosphere, 

then this is the group for you! We are currently studying the book of   

1 John (lots of Love going on in this book). Note: Starting May 6th, 

class will begin at 6:30 p.m. (rather than 7:00 p.m.) and go thru 8:00 

p.m.  For information contact Sharon Hayes. 

Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

We are currently finishing up our study of the story of Job. Only 

two of our group had studied Job before so we took the journey 

with Job a week at a time almost like a soap-opera. Monday 

mornings became exciting to find out what next would await 

Job. This is one of the oldest and most controversial book in the 

Bible. Throughout this story we had ups and downs twists and 

turns that bring us to understand that we are like Job ; who we 

thought we were becoming is not who we really we are. During 

the month of May we will begin the book of 1 Corinthians using the guide by N.T. Wright. We will study 
Paul’s letter to a young church of new “gentile” Christians. Will we see the problems facing them, in 

their day, as those that our church face us today? Please join us as we check this out. All are welcome. 

For information or questions contact Ruth Dobler 925 625-4645. 

MEN’S COFFEE GROUP 

The men of St. John’s are meeting monthly 
for fellowship. The men met at Mel’s Diner 

for a meet-and-greet session. The next meet-
ing will be Wednesday, May 8th at 2:00 pm 

in the church fellowship hall. Please join us 

as we talk about church issues and what is 
going on in our lives today. Future meetings 

may evolve into a bible study or attending 
events and/or support of each other. Join us - 

make your voice heard. For additional infor-
mation contact Howard Dobler 925-625-

4645. 
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REMINDER 
SUNDAY, MAY 26 

Shared Worship Service, 9:00 a.m. 

Join us for our 4th Sunday joint Worship Service followed by  

brunch and a Town Hall Gathering. 

May 12 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org,  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Irene Swan  5/4 
Joyce Taylor  5/4 
Eva Goplen  5/4 
Kirby Hayes  5/6 
Rose Dias  5/6 
Len Marsh  5/7 
Ruth Dobler  5/10 
Ada Lindborg  5/10 
Betty Dalke  5/12 

Steve Ramirez 5/12 
Pat Person  5/13 
Brian Santos  5/15 
Chuck Keller  5/24 
Aylin Reyes  5/26 
Corey Sater  5/28 
Anthony York  5/29 
Tyler Fuchs  5/29 

Peter & Therese Norlander 5/3 
Brandon & Allison Coburn 5/4 
Barry & Sharon Sterud 5/10 

“Happy Cinco 
De 

Mayo” 
 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 

Martin & Sara Hoffmann 5/14 
Bob & Julie Commins 5/14 
Gale & Barbara Martin 5/22 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH       Sharon Hayes 

Support the Baja Trip by Recycling Cans 
and Bottles! 

Thank you everyone who donates recyclable cans 

and plastic bottles! The redemption amounts re-

ceived help support our youth ministries. Please con-

tinue to bring in your cans and bottles and place 

them in the recycle bins in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please contact Sharon Hayes if you could help in this 

area or if you have an abundance of recyclables. 


