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Interim pastor’s message, June 2019 
 
We enter summer with much to look forward to: 
 
 June 8 is the Annual Congregational Meeting (see Council Corner to find out 
whose names, so far, are going forward for President and Treasurer!). 
 June 9 we celebrate Pentecost – the birthday of the Church.  
 June 23 after the 9 a.m. Shared Worship is the town hall meeting featuring a 
process for short-term mission visioning. The discernment that arises from this will 
form the basis of the St. John’s Ministry Site Profile, which will be sent to your pas-

toral candidates (see the Transition Team’s update). 
 

Summer gospel readings recount the struggles of the early Christian community: how after the 
disciples experience the life-changing power of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, they spread the good news of 
God’s grace far and wide as they lived into their counter-culture (and, therefore, sometimes dangerous) 
calling to love and serve like Jesus.   

We have our struggles, too: we struggle with how St. John’s can address the community needs the 
Transition Team reported on at the recent town hall; we struggle with how to offer all the heartfelt min-
istries of this congregation without burning out dedicated volunteers; we struggle with the ongoing pro-
cess of calling a new pastor. 

 
But the Holy Spirit comes powerfully to “call, gather, enlighten and sanctify” those entrusted 

with bringing the good news of God’s grace, wholeness and peace to all corners of this earth.  
“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, 

and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. …Do not let 
your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14) 

We are baptized with this blustery, fiery Holy Spirit, and granted the gifts of this free Spirit to do 
what Christ has called us to do – even when we can’t see the big picture. What on earth is God up to in 
Antioch and Brentwood now? What is being made new? 

…Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
There is great opportunity in what is being made new at St. John’s and beyond. Give thanks for 

the possibilities ahead, and for the peace of Christ, poured out for us. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Lori 
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COUNCIL CORNER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Know that your Council is hard at work (smiles)! 
 
Happy May … for many this is a time of barbeques and softball in the park, but for your Council it is 
time to work through the budget numbers and prepare for the Annual Congregational Meeting. We have 
already had two meetings to understand the financial health of our Congregation and to make sure that 
we present to the Congregation a balanced, yet encouraging, budget. A budget that allows us to not only 
maintain what we have been doing but to be able to broaden our reach and to strengthen our call to be 
God’s light in our community. We encourage all members of this Congregation to attend our annual 
meeting on Saturday, June 8, 2019 and be part of the discussion and part of our calling. 
 
Council Nominations … What You Can Do: we continue to be asked what “you can do” to help our Con-
gregation, and the answer is to prayerfully consider being part of our ministries. It is important for eve-
ryone to recognize that the Council days of old, where you DO ALL THE WORK, have been gone for 
some time. What we encourage is an opportunity for leadership – where you can work with a specific 
group of individuals that have similar passions and desires – and to bring those together to have beauti-
ful things grow here at St. John’s. With that in mind, we give grateful recognition to Betty Cornwell and 
her small, but growing group of Fellowship Members that are both excited and active in bringing forth 
fellowship events to our Congregation. With joyous celebration we also are happy to announce that 
Sherrie Downie is willing to bring her accounting experience to the Council by accepting the nomina-
tion as Treasurer and Bill Dietz has agreed to bring his name forward as the nominee of President of 
our Congregation! 
 
BUT, we still have additional needs, and ONE of these is the right position for YOU: 
 

 Property – work with our property assistants to keep our home here at St. John’s in tip-top 
shape. 

 AV – like to work with computers and a dedicated group of people – this is your ministry. 
 Children & Family – the joyful faces of our children as they learn the love of Jesus – teachers 

with a faithful spirit of sharing God’s word are in place, they only need your leadership to see 
into the future and help to build our little Sunday School. 

 Youth – as Council Ministry leader you would help lead this group into their adulthood … 
Mary and Manny Soliz are your youth advisors and mentors for the teens – so you have a 
start toward a strong and vibrant youth team. 

 Communications – like to talk? like to create advertisements? work on websites … or perhaps 
you are a social media fanatic – this is your ministry.  

 Congregational Care – what deeper calling then to work with others for the compassionate 
care of our Congregation and our Community.  

 
News from our Last Council Meeting: 
 
We are happy to announce that we have moved forward with extending the contract of Pastor Lori  
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Eickmann to continue to bring her interim experience and faithfulness to our Congregation. Thank you 
Pastor Lori! 
 
Safety Drills are coming!  As a reminder, it is important for us to always be aware of our surroundings 
and to be alert for areas of concern. As part of this reminder, the Council will be working to put together 
our annual safety drill. More information to come. 
 
Vacation Bible School is coming in July. More details to follow, but if this is something you enjoy being a 
part of, reach out to Sherrie Downie or any member of the Council. 
 
Don’t forget … National Night Out is coming in August. If you want to be part of this vital outreach to 
our community, please see any Council member. 
 
With gratitude that we are all part of such a wonderful and loving family of faith we extend our grati-
tude for God who blesses us in our work together. What joy abounds when the voice of many join togeth-
er to spread God’s message of love in so many different ways. 
 
 
Your Church Council 

COUNCIL CORNER (continued) 

SIERRA PACIFIC SYNOD ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS   Pastor Lori 

Hal Norman, Lynn Ferguson and I represented St. John’s as voting members at the May 11 synod 

assembly in Lodi; Marilyn Norman and Steve Wright attended as guests. 
 

A new dean was elected to Mt. Diablo Conference (Conf. 7) – Rev. Tyler Jensen of Messiah Lutheran in 
Hayward.  

 

RESOLUTIONS PASSED 

Resolutions 2019-1 Regarding Sierra Pacific Compensation Guidelines: 

 Baseline Salary for full-time clergy raised to $56,828 

 Pulpit Supply remains at $275 for one service, $350 for one service plus adult class, $350 for 

two services, $400 for two services plus adult class. 

 

Resolution 2019-2 Implementing Actions Regarding “Faith, Sexism, and Justice” (Calls to add to the 

national social statement a call for repentance for the sins of patriarchy and sexism.)  
 

Resolution 2019-3 Resources For Implementing “Faith, Sexism, and Justice” (Sierra Pacific Synod 

memorializes at Churchwide Assembly 2019 that the ELCA create worship and educational resources for 

clergy and congregations on gender justice; increase Biblical women’s stories in the lectionary cycle; en-

dorse an inclusive-language Bible; use expansive language in ELCA worship resources.)  
(Continued on next page) 



Synod Assembly participants including Pastor 
Lori, Lynn Ferguson and Marilyn Norman 
were invited to make bandannas, which wom-
en migrant vineyard-workers wear, to draw 
attention to violence against these women. 
The theme of the assembly was Church To-
gether Working in God’s Vineyard. 
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Resolution 2019-4 Regarding a Social Statement on Gender Identity and Gender Expression 

(Calls to facilitate education on gender identity and sexual orientation, for broader understanding in con-

gregations and in pastoral care.) 

 

(For the full text of the resolutions, see the Synod website – www.spselca.org) 

 

BUDGET AND BYLAWS 

The Assembly adopted a 2020-21 Budget which showed anticipated total revenue of $2,207,390 and ex-

pected expenses totaling $2,239,485.  

SYNOD ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS (continued)    Pastor Lori 

THANK YOU FROM THE WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Many thanks go to many people who helped make our Holy Week worship services significantly reflec-
tive and our Easter celebration joyous. Thank you, Magic and choir members, for your wonderful gifts of 
music and song. 
 
Thank you to Connie Pfahl, Steven Althaus and Bob Hall for collecting and preparing the palms for 
Palm/Passion Sunday and to the 18 members who read the Passion of our Lord According to Luke during 
the worship services. 
 
Thank you to those assisting in the washing of hands/feet on Maundy Thursday and to Stephanie Re-
hana and Connie Pfahl and the rest of the Altar Guild for the clearing of the altar.  
 
Thank you to the Praise Team and readers for offering music and the meditations on the Last Seven 
Words of Christ on Good Friday. 
 
Thank you goes again to Connie Pfahl, Steven Althaus, Stephanie Rehana and others for decorating the 
sanctuary for Easter Sunday. Many thanks to those who purchase the plants which so beautifully deco-
rated the altar and sanctuary. 
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TRANSITION TEAM’S UPDATE      Manny Soliz 

Hello everyone! 
 
I want to let you know of the latest developments of the Transition Team.  First, at the last meeting, I 
was elected Chairperson of the committee.  In that role, I’ll be leading our team meetings, soliciting in-
put from you on our steps, and providing information on our findings.  If at any time you have questions 
or comments about the process of the Transition Team, let me know.  Ask me at Church, send me an 
email (mlsolizjr@gmail.com), or give me a call (925-381-4319).  This is your process, and we’d love to hear 
from you. 
 
Here’s where the process is at this point.  A timeline was developed and posted in the Fellowship Hall.  
It’s important to view how the congregation developed over time.  You were invited to post events im-
portant to you, and consequently the congregation, on the time line.  Did you add something?  If not, why 
not? 
 
We’ve also sought input from a variety of community leaders, soliciting their thoughts on the important 
issues they see in our overall community.  Why?  When a job description is developed for our next Pastor, 
that person may be drawn, in part, to our congregation based on the community issues we face and how 
our ministries can address these.  We’ll have some information to share with you at the town hall meet-
ing on Sunday, May 26. 
 
We’ll also have a visioning session in June, which will allow the congregation to provide input on short-
term ministry goals and what qualities are important for the next Pastor.  This will be very important 
for each of you to participate.  This is your process, get involved, be involved! 
 
It’s after the visioning steps that the Ministry Site Profile and where a job description is drafted, and a 
call committee formed. 
 
Again, I welcome your questions and comments as we continue together down the path of transition.  
Blessings to each of you and your families. 
 
Manny Soliz, Jr. 

Jim Person and Liz Hall with the St. John’s Heritage Timeline. 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 

We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Damon Cantey, Steven Re-
hana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams, and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the 
worried; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit. May  
words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey 
into the embrace of your love. 

WE PRAY FOR... 

Christ Caring for People Through People 

 

 
Confidentiality is a cornerstone of Stephen Ministry. It is absolutely es-

sential for building safe caring relationships . 
 
Stephen Ministers don’t reveal what their care receivers have shared with them. 
Not to pastors…...Not to Stephen Leaders….. Not to their spouses or friends…. 
And not to other Stephen Ministers..  
 
Care receivers need complete trust in their Stephen Minister. They need com-
plete assurance that their innermost  thoughts & feeling will not become fodder for 
the gossip mongers. 
 
Care Receivers need a safe place where they can risk sharing their most painful issues, problems they 
might not even share with close friends or family. 
 
They can have complete anonymity. If they don’t want anyone to even know they have a Stephen Minis-
ter, nobody will ever know. 
 . 
If you or someone you know would benefit from a confidential, safe place to share your innermost 
thoughts, as you work your way through a tough situation, consider asking for the help of a  Stephen 
Minister.  
 
A Stephen Minister can be as close as telephone call away. Contact any of your Stephen Leaders or Ste-
phen Ministers to start the ball rolling. 
 
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.            John 15:12 

Joan Dieterich  Judi Jensen   Ruth O’Connor  
Julie Ellingson  Keith Knapp   Jim Person 
Sheri Finstad   Olivia Lake   Raelene Russell 
Sherley Foti   Penelope Miller  Tammy Valenta 
Jim Halvorson  Hal Norman   Max & Mary Wheeler 
         Harry & Diane Wulf 
We pray for the families and friends who mourn: ray Herman and Mary vaughn 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

MEN’S COFFEE GROUP 

Wednesday, June 12, 2:00 p.m. 

The men of St. John’s are meeting monthly for fellowship. Join us 
as we talk about church issues and what is going on in our lives to-

day. For additional information contact Howard Dobler 925-625-
4645. 

SAVE THE DATE: August 6 is “National Night Out” at St. John’s! 
 

 National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign held the first Tuesday of August 
throughout the United States. National Night Out began in 1984, with neighbors turning on their porch 
lights and sitting in front of their homes to strengthen community bonds and make neighborhoods safer. 
The first National Night Out involved 2.5 million residents across 400 communities in 23 states; now the 
event involves more than 38 million residents in 16,000 communities across the United States. 
 
 Last year, St. John’s members chatted with neighbors and city representatives, enjoyed free din-
ner at a the tasty taco bar followed by ice cream treats, and offered information about St. John’s at our 
first-ever National Night Out. The event attracted neighbors who either were personally invited by 
members here or learned of the event through door-hangers or leaflets left on cars at the BART station. 
In addition to the neighbors, representatives from the DEA, Antioch police and city, and a Christian 
school were present to staff information tables, along with SJLC members. A police car, children’s carni-
val, and the bounce house were fun attractions for the little ones. Free haircuts were even offered! 
 

How can I participate? 
 This was such a fun and easy way to chat with neighbors to learn more about them and let them 
know St. John’s is here! You can simply come for the free dinner after your work day and talk with those 
you share a table with. Or you could offer a free service (like the haircuts last year), or staff a prayer 
booth. This year we will have a banner out front to increase visibility and signs that note “free dinner” 
and “everyone is welcome!”  
 
Please plan to help make this year’s National Night Out even bigger. See Brita or Pastor Lori if you have 
ideas for a booth or can help with publicity, set up/clean up or the children’s carnival games. 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

(please attend—quorum required) 

Saturday, June 8, 2019 

4:00 p.m. Meeting 

Dinner Immediately Following 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
Marilyn Norman  6/2 
Silvia Treichelt  6/5 
Barry Sterud   6/6 
Julie Ellingson  6/7 
Bobbie Crossland  6/12 
Mary Turner   6/13 

Jonathan Rehana  6/17 
Wendy Shearer  6/22 
Shamar Seaforth  6/23 
Jacob Andelin   6/27 
Bob Reed   6/30 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org,  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 

John & Lori Rehana    6/1 
Dave & Eva Goplen    6/2 
Steve Wright & Rev. Lori Eickmann 6/7 
Pr. Jerry & Carol Schmalenberger  6/8 

Mark & Dee Goldstein   6/25 

JUNE 16 

Baja Mission Trip 2019 

July 6th – 13th 
We welcome all Teens and 
Adults are welcome.  

For information contact 

Sharon Hayes or Sherrie 
Downie. 


