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Interim pastor’s message, April 2019: 
 
“The resurrection is not a single event, but a loosening of God’s power and light into 
the earth and into history that continues to alter all things, infusing them with the 
grace and power of God’s own holiness. It is as though a door was opened, and what 
poured out will never be stopped, and the door cannot be closed.” --Megan McKenna 
 
Resurrection is a threshold moment. Jesus was the first to cross that threshold from 
death into life, to reveal the depth of The Creator’s love for human creatures. In 
truth, Jesus, the Christ, is the threshold; the threshold between God and human, be-
tween death and life, between you and me.  
 

Baptism is also a threshold moment. In baptism, we die to all that keeps us from the power and light 
that God has infused each of us with, and we emerge shining with Christ’s holiness.  
 
Holy Communion, too, is a threshold moment. When we gather at Christ’s table, we experience with all 
the saints – past, present and future – the Presence that nourishes and flourishes us, pouring us out as a 
blessing on creation.  
 
So our very lives are threshold moments. Through Christ we are raised to our true selves. 
 
May we say “yes!” to the true life God desires for us – a life of trust and purpose, gratitude and thanks-
giving, love and mercy and joy! May we say “yes!” to a life of faith in action – a resurrection life. May we 
say “yes!” to inviting others to join us at St. John’s for special worship services this month as we follow 
Christ’s journey toward the threshold of the cross and resurrection hope: 
 

April 7: Bishop Mark Holmerud is our guest preacher. He will join us at coffee hour after each 
service (8 and 10 a.m.). Come greet him! 

April 14: Palm/Passion Sunday features the Passion story at each service. 
April 18: Maundy Thursday worship, 7 p.m., includes Holy Communion and optional hand- 

and foot-washing. 
April 19: Good Friday worship, 7 p.m., focuses on the last words of Jesus. 
April 21: Resurrection of the Christ celebration! Easter breakfast is between services (8 and 

10 a.m.) and a children’s egg hunt is after the late service. 
 
Resurrection; a threshold moment. God’s love is poured out – and it will never be stopped. 
 
In resurrection hope, 

Pastor Lori 
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The Seasons of Our Worship: Why These Rituals and Traditions?  
By Interim Pastor Lori 
 
Have you noticed that we’ve been using wafers instead of bread for Holy Communion during Lent? Or 
that we’ve been speaking parts of the liturgy (in the early service) that usually we sing? Ever wondered 
why the altar is adorned with purple during Lent, and other colors during other church seasons?  
 
In the Christian tradition, colors are used for vestments (what the pastor and worship assistants wear) 
and paraments (the colored cloths on the altar) to call attention to the nature of the liturgical season or 
festival being observed. Purple, for example, is both a royal color (Jesus as ruler of all) and the color of 
our penitence for the sin for which Christ redeems us. 
 
Other changes can include, for example, “paring down” sanctuary adornments during the more somber 
season of Lent – using the unleaven wafers instead of bread, and simplifying the liturgy. The contrast 
between the penitential nature of Lent and the joyous celebration of Easter is supported when – come 
Easter morning – the sparse purple adornments are traded for dazzling white, and flowers and music fill 
the sanctuary as we taste the sweet abundance of bread.  
 
Here is a look at the intention behind the various colors for our liturgical seasons: 
  
Advent: Blue references hope; like the deep blue of the sky before dawn’s light. 
 
Christmas: White invokes light, purity and joy in Christ. (White also is the color for the feasts of The 
Epiphany, Baptism of the Christ, The Transfiguration, The Holy Trinity and The Reign of 
Christ/ Christ the King.) 
 
Ash Wednesday and Lent: Purple, symbolizing solemn repentance.  
 
Palm/Passion: Purple, or Scarlet (the color of the blood Christ sheds). 
 
Maundy Thursday: Scarlet, or white (for the institution of the Lord’s Supper). 
 
Good Friday: No color, since the altar is stripped on Maundy Thursday. 
 
The Resurrection of the Christ: Gold and/or white on Easter, the "queen of all feasts" day. 
 
Day of Pentecost: Red, the color of fire and passion. 
 
Sundays of summer/ fall “ordinary time”: Green, the color of many growing things, symbolizes our 
growth in Christ. Sanctuary adornments are more simple in summer and grow to embrace the abun-
dance of the harvest come autumn. 

From the Desk of Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 
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February 25, 2019 

 

Dear St. John’s Congregation: 

 

Thank you for your congregation’s support of the Sierra Pacific Synod and ELCA Churchwide ministries! 

 

Your congregation’s Mission Support and designated gifts support not only the Sierra Pacific Synod and 
its work through the Sacramento and Bay Area offices of the Bishop, but also: 

 Lutheran Social Services, 

 Lutheran Office of Public Policy 

 Mt. Cross 

 Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary 

 California Lutheran University 

 New and renewing congregations within our Synod 

 And the work of the ELCA in our country and around the world 

 

Your congregation, in combination with all congregations in our Synod, makes a difference in northern 
California, northern Nevada, the United States, our sister synods, and all places where the ELCA minis-
ters to God’s people.  Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton emphasized that we are church together and we 
can do more together than we can as individual congregations. 

 

THANK YOU! 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Linda Lownes 
Treasurer 
 
Gail Kiyomura 
Vice President 

How St. John’s Supports Our Synod…. 
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COUNCIL CORNER 

Welcome to Spring! New birth is all around us … from the birds singing, the trees blossoming, the plants 
blooming … you can feel the excitement for each ray of sunshine and the cleansing of the rain. So, how 
do we transfer that feeling of new birth that spring brings to the celebration of Easter: we sing, we blos-
som, we bloom and we get excited for the Son-shine that is coming and the cleansing that His resurrec-
tion brings. Rejoice and be glad, sing hallelujahs and proclaim His goodness – Easter is coming and sal-
vation is in the air! Your Council wishes you a celebration filled with joy! 

 

Our most recent Council meeting was held on March 12 in the administrative buildings. As a reminder, 
we continue to move matters forward, but are still without a full Council. If a full Council cannot be seat-
ed by the annual Congregational Meeting to be held on June 8, 2019, we will seek approval to change the 
Constitutional requirements for a seated council. As a Council, we are hesitant to do this because it does 
not allow for as much diversity or support within our Council. We humbly ask that you seek in your 
heart whether you wish to take one of the current open positions or one of the open positions that will 
become available at the end of this church year. 

 

Notes from the Meeting: 

 

The Council continues to work with RGC Accounting on all financial matters. Our Financial Reports 
are still being organized and prepared and we are hopeful to have something to post on the inter-
nal website shortly. If you have any financial questions, please seek out a member of the Council. 

The Pastor is working with the Council on bringing in a class of new members. We look forward to 
introducing you to these members shortly. 

We are looking for volunteers interested in supporting some upcoming projects: garden clean-up, 
yard sale organization and chair for National Night Out. These are leadership positions and do 
not require you to do ALL THE WORK, merely to help us to coordinate the efforts to put these 
plans into action. If you’re interested, please seek out a member of the council. 

Congratulations to the Youth! They have volunteered to host a coffee/fellowship hour, work with our 
Bread of Life group and to take on our “shredding party” (the shredding of old documents). What 
a wonderful group of young people we are blessed to have in our Congregation. 

The Council is reviewing costs and employment agreements in preparation of the creation of our new 
budget. 

 

The Council continues to work on many ongoing projects and to work with Pastor during this time of 
transition. Full minutes of Council meetings can be found in the Church administrative office or on our 
internal website. 

 

With prayers of thanksgiving for the family of faith we have been blessed with, 

 

Your Church Council 

 

Current Open Council Positions: Audio Visual, Fellowship, Treasurer, Communication 

Additional Open Council Positions as of June 2019: President, Vice President, Secretary, Congregational 
Care, Youth 



Volunteers Needed: One-Day Synod Assembly 

Help is needed with move in, provide Onsite & Pre-Registration support to Voting Members as Assembly 
begins and them help move-out after Assembly is complete at 5 pm. To volunteer, go to the Sierra Pacific 
Synod website and click on the assembly and then on the volunteer link. 
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=zoeaptcab&oeidk=a07efwx9nro7867c0a5 

Or  
Contact Laurie Gaumer (Volunteer Registration Questions) Sierra Pacific Synod, 650.590.0980,  
laurie@spselca.org. 

Volunteers Needed—32nd Annual Synod Assembly 
Saturday May 11, 2019, 10 AM – 4:30 PM 

Lodi Grape Festival Grounds, 413 E Lockeford St., Lodi, CA 95240 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 

Christ Caring for People Through People 

 

“Pick yourself up by your own Bootstraps” 
 

Our culture tends to reinforces “picking yourself up by your own bootstraps” way of dealing with life’s 
crisis. 
 
It doesn’t seem to matter if it’s medical, financial or death and grief. Yoy’re expected to handle it yourself. 
 
You may say, I have my family, I have my friends. They can help me, They can be a big source of sup-
port, but you may be reluctant to involve them for various reasons. Quite often, someone apart from the 
situation can help you by giving support in ways others can’t.  
 
Christians are taught to have a different perspective. We are taught that we are “community” and as 
such are obligated to help one another and to be open to accepting help from others. 
 
This is where Stephen Ministry comes in. Stephen Ministers are trained to bring a confidential Christ 
based perspective to any crisis you might be dealing with. 
 
To find out if this ministry will be of benefit to you, contact: 
Marilyn Norman at (925) 354-7816, Hal Norman at (925) 683-6981 or Lynn Ferguson at (925)207-779. 

We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Damon Cantey, Steven Re-
hana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, Crystal Williams, and Dylan Eickmann Wright. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the 
worried; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit. May  
words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey 
into the embrace of your love. 

Joan Dieterich      Penelope Miller 
Sherley Foti       Carol Romanowitz 
Laura Hoffmeyer      Irene Swann 
Ray Herman       Tammy Valenta 
Judi Jensen       Max & Mary Wheeler 
Jim Halvorson      Harry & Diane Wulf 

We pray for the families and friends who mourn. 

WE PRAY FOR... 
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MISSIONS AND OUTREACH       Sharon Hayes 

Thank You to everyone who supported this year’s Baja 2019 Mexican Dinner Fundraiser on March 2nd !!!  
This event was well attended by church members, families & guests.  We sold 69 dinner tickets.  The en-
tertainment was provided by a group of Mexican dancers (adult & children) which were arranged by 
Sherrie Downie from a contact and coworker at Liberty Union High School. The dancing and gorgeous 
costumes were wonderful.   

 

Sharon Hayes 
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EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST 
April 21, 9:00-10:00 a.m. (between services) 

Egg Dish Potluck 
Coffee, Juice, Bacon and Pancakes will be provided 

Freewill offering accepted 
  Breakfast will be served by Baja Mission 2019 Team. 

  For information contact Sharon Hayes 
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Easter Flowers 
Azalea, Hydrangea and Anthurium $17.50 each 

It’s time to order Easter flowers. Please complete the order form (in the Fellowship Hall) 
and place it in the offering plate with your check or mail your check and order form to 
the church office. Please mark your check “Easter Flowers” and make payable to St. 

John’s Lutheran Church. You may also pay through Simply Giving on the church website. Forms are due 
on or before April 7. For information contact Connie Pfahl. 

Easter Egg Hunt—Candy Needed 
We are in need of individually wrapped candy and plastic colored eggs for our Easter Egg 

Hunt on Sunday, April 21st @ 11:00. For more information contact Connie Pfahl. 

Support the Baja Trip by Recycling Cans and Bottles! 

Thank you everyone who donates recyclable cans and plastic bottles! The 
redemption amounts received help support our youth ministries. Please 
continue to bring in your cans, and bottles and place them in the recycle 
bins in the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Sharon Hayes if you could help 
in this area or if you have an abundance of recyclables. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Schedule 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 14 

     8:00 & 10:00 A.M. 
      St. John’s Sanctuary 

 

Maundy Thursday  
(Hand & Foot washing 

April 18 
7:00 P.M.  

St. John’s Sanctuary 
 

Good Friday 
(The Seven Last Words) 

April 19 
7:00 P.M.  

St. John’s Sanctuary 
 

Easter 
April 21 

Traditional Worship: 8:00 A.M. 
Easter Breakfast: 9:00 A.M.  

(freewill offering for Baja Mission, 2019) 

Family Worship: 10:00 A.M. 
St. John’s Sanctuary 

Easter Egg Hunt: 11:00A.M. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org,  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Olivia Lake   4/4 
Shana Andelin  4/5 
Dave Goplen   4/6 
Pete Norlander  4/9 
Jim Halvorson  4/10 
Eloise Enger   4/13 
Ayla Farrington  4/17 
Jamie Slinde   4/17 

Mary Wheeler  4/18 
Sherrie Downie  4/18 
Diana Nunnenkamp  4/19 
Bill Dietz   4/25 
Krista Eddy   4/26 
Cesar Chacon   4/29 
Steve Wright   4/29 
Sally Devine   4/30 

Moacir Santos & Cynthia Nizar 4/3 
Jeff & Wendy Varner  4/12 
Max & Mary Wheeler  4/15 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 

Bob & Liz Hall  4/16 
J.D. & Stephannie Rehana 4/28 
Hal & Marilyn Norman 4/30 

OUR MINISTRY PARTNER INVITATION 
Antioch Christin Center Women’s Ministry, Invites you to their 

Women’s Luncheon, Wounded but Not Broken (2 Corinthians 4:8-9)  
Saturday, May 11, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Tickets are $25 per person.  You may register online at www.antiochchristiancenter.com or call 
Antioch Christian Center at 925-978-0214 


