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Interim pastor’s message January 2019 
 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother. (Matt. 2:10-11) 
 
January 6 we celebrate The Epiphany, when Christ was revealed to the Gentiles as 
the three kings from afar followed a star and found young Jesus at home with his 
mother. 
 
Home is where many of us first learn the stories of our faith. For others, sadly, home 
is less a haven of faith and nurturing and more a place of dysfunction and despair. 
 
We call our house of worship our “church home,” and the people there our “church 

family” as we seek to live together as children of God. Even at church, though, our brokenness can 
spawn hurts and divisions as the powers of darkness work to turn us from the revelation of God’s good-
ness and grace in Christ. 
 
While many Christians think of the church sanctuary as God’s house, the building isn’t truly the church; 
the faithful are the church. We are the church – even in our brokenness. 
 
From Epiphany and the Jan. 13 remembrance of the baptism of Jesus, through the Sundays after Epiph-
any, our gospel readings continually reveal how God’s love, justice and peace are made manifest in the 
world through Christ Jesus. It is a message each one of us desperately needs to hear, because even as a 
brand-new year holds such promise of new beginnings, we still struggle with our issues of self-esteem, 
illness, financial stress,  grief, jealousies or gnawing fear. So we come home. Week after week we come 
home to gather around Christ’s table to be filled. We gather to hear the Word of grace – God loves each 
and every one of us! – offer our songs and prayers, share that sacred meal and be strengthened and re-
newed for the week ahead. We are home here at St. John’s and wherever we shelter one another and 
strangers with friendship and encouragement, with rides to appointments or shoulders to cry on, with 
prayers, forgiveness, and the endless grace that God first showed us.  
 
In this new year, it is my prayer that all who enter this house will find Jesus. May each one – from long-
time members to first-time guests – experience, cherish, and freely share the gracious and merciful for-
giveness and love of Christ at home, at school or work, here at church, and in our neighborhoods. May all 
who enter here be blessed to find Christ’s healing and peace living in us and through us. May we – the 
living stones of God’s house – shelter and nourish the power of Love as together we give thanks and 
praise to Jesus, the Word made flesh and dwelling among us. 
 
Blessed new year to all, 
 
Pastor Lori 



COUNCIL CORNER        Wendy Shearer 
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As a new year comes begins, we are reminded of the deep gratitude we have for each and every one of 
you. As a family of faith we are stronger when we pray and worship together and, in that way, we are 
rooted in a foundation of love.  
 
For all those who have crossed into our Sanctuary, we are grateful for the time of sharing God’s peace 
and offer prayers for a New Year full of peace in our world. 
 
For our ministry leaders, we thank you for your tireless energy and your dedication to the Congregation 
and to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. You are the glue that holds us together and encourages our 
mission to share God’s grace throughout the greater community. 
 
For our interim minister, Pastor Lori, we give thanks for the leadership and guidance that provides us 
the information and wisdom to forge a direction for our church. 
 
For our final thought of the year, we want to thank Joe Goldstein for his service to Fellowship. Joe has 
announced his resignation from the Council effective December 31, 2018 and it is with saddened hearts 
that we accept that he will not be serving in that role. Joe has brought a great deal of energy and ideas 
to Fellowship and we are grateful. With that, we also reach out to all of you, to see who wishes to take 
up this torch, who wishes to serve in a capacity of welcome and friendship. The Constitution requires 
that the Council have nine to thirteen voting members to conduct business, and with Joe’s departure, 
we will have only eight. We would love to see the Fellowship position filled, but we also have two other 
openings, that of “Communication” and “Property”. Which one are you drawn to? It is of utmost im-
portance that we are able to conduct the business of the Church, especially at this time of transition, so 
please prayerfully consider whether you can fill one of these roles.  
 
As we embark on the next six months of our Church year, we will be challenged and stretched to the ca-
pacity that our time and our energy allow, but together, as a unit that supports, loves and prays for one 
another, we will move forward to bring St. John’s to a place that is welcoming and desirable to a new 
pastor. “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 24:11) We may not know yet what God has in store 
for St. John’s, but we know that He does, and in that we can trust in His direction and lean on His wis-
dom to lead us. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Your Church Council 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 

Christ Caring for People Through People 

For more information contact : 
Marilyn Norman at (925) 354-7816      

Hal Norman at (925) 683-6981 
or 

Lynn Ferguson at (925) 207-7779 
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WE PRAY FOR... 

 
 

Adisa Armand      Bill Simpson 
Sherley Foti      Irene Swann 
Laura Hoffmeyer     Max & Mary Wheeler 
Judi Jensen      Harry & Diane Wulf 

 

We continue to pray for Olivia Lake after the death of her husband Gary. 
We pray for the families and friends who mourn Keith Dawson.  

I want to express my love and sincere thanks for the prayers and visits given and offered to 
me during the time of my surgery. I am now on my road to recovery. 
In God’s Love, 
Carol Romanowitz 

It is with much sorrow that I let the congregation of St. John’s Lutheran Church know 
that Keith Dawson passed away peacefully on Monday, December 3. 
 
He had just turned 93 years old in November. My mom, Frances, and my dad attended 
St. John’s for many years. There will be a Celebration of Life for Keith in February or 
March. I will let the congregation know when we have confirmed plans.  

Sincerely, 
Erica Dawson Pantle  

We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Damon Cantey, Steven Re-
hana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the 
worried; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit. May  
words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey 
into the embrace of your love. 

Thank You 

In Sympathy 



The Faithful Times                           Page 5 

2018 CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
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2018 CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT (continued) 
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2019 GIVING ENVELOPES 

2019 Giving Envelopes have been placed in your mailbox in the narthex. 
Please Note: Some envelope numbers have changed.  Please take note and 
discard 2018 and older envelopes. For inquiries, contact Bobbie Crossland. 

Team members: Bobbie Crossland, Bill Dietz, Liz Hall, Jim Person, Manny Soliz, Facilitator: Transition-
al Pastor Lori Eickmann. 
 
At our last meeting we discussed how we would further look at our greater community to see what is 
needed and how St. John’s can help fulfill those needs. 
 
Manny Soliz, who is presently serving on the Antioch Planning Commission, volunteered to contact some 
Antioch officials to get their input on Community Needs. Bobby Crossland and Bill Dietz will assist Man-
ny in this endeavor.  
 
Jim Person and Liz Hall are in the process of making a Time Line of St. John’s since it’s beginning to to-
day. The timeline will be posted in Fellowship Hall sometime in January 2019.  Congregants can add 
their thoughts to the timeline. It’s the hope that the Time Line will help us SEE where we’ve been so 
that we can plan for our future. 
 
Time Line ‘Food for Thought’: 
Highlights – Ministries, events, experiences and people that touched you (such as mission trips, a class/
event/person that helped you grow in faith, etc.) 
Struggles – Events or experiences that challenged you (grief over losing pastor, a conflict and what you 
learned, changes that were difficult, etc.) 
Questions – What do you wonder about when you look at what’s written on the Time Line. 
 
We are getting closer to forming a Call Committee that will start the process to call a new pastor. 

TRANSITION TEAM REPORT #2       Liz Hall 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org, or  

 
Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Karl Nunnenkamp  1/2 
Nanci Treichelt  1/5 
Quinton Carbajal  1/10 
Bob Hall   1/11 
Marilyn Ferguson  1/17 
Shane Seaforth  1/17 
Vaughn Treichelt  1/17 
Blake Rockenbaugh  1/20 
Kathryn Meucci  1/23 

Pr. Jerry Schmalenberger 1/23 
Roland Viaan   1/28 
Mike Slinde   1/28 
John Rehana   1/29 
Joe Goldstein   1/30 
Max Wheeler   1/31 
Marietta Poldrack  1/31 
Gary Wilson   1/31 

Richard & Deborah Allison   1/6 
Robert & Brenda Whitlow   1/23 

The church office will be 
closed for Christmas: 

December 24-26. 
Regular office hours will  

resume December 27. 
Office will be closed January 1, 2019 
 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 


