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Interim pastor’s message, February 2019: 
 
How does God’s grace in Christ form how we approach life and those we encounter 
daily or cross paths with for only a moment? What is the witness we present to oth-
ers as we answer Christ’s call to “fish for people” (Luke 5:10b) and “do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you”? (Luke 6:31)  
 
This month, living between the Epiphany and the start of Lent, can we dare to trust 
the one who knew us before forming us in our mothers’ wombs, and who consecrated 
us before we were born? (Jer. 1:5) Can we dare to see the world through the eyes of 
Love made flesh? 
 

The Same Kind of People (a folktale) 
 
A holy woman was sitting outside the gates of a city when a sojourner walking along the road stopped in 
front of her and asked, “Can you tell me: what kind of people live here?” 
 
The holy woman looked up at the traveler and asked, “What kind of people lived in the city you have just 
left?” 
 
“They were horrible,” the traveler replied, waving his arms in emphasis. “The people were selfish, dishon-
est and inconsiderate.” 
 
The holy woman, still gazing at the traveler, said sadly, “I’m sorry to say that is most likely what you will 
find in this city, too.” 
 
The man groaned, and with head bowed he continued on the road.  
 
Later another sojourner came walking along the road and stopped in front of the holy woman. 
 
“Excuse me,” the traveler began, “what kind of people live here?” 
 
The holy woman looked up at the traveler and asked, “What kind of people lived in the city you have just 
left?” 
 
“They were thoughtful people, very kind and giving,” she said. “I hated to leave them.” 
 
The holy woman, still gazing at the traveler, said with a smile, “I’m pleased to say that is how you will 
find the people of this city, too.” 
 
What kind of people do we encounter when we dare to see the world through the eyes of Love made 
flesh? 
 
Peace be with you, 
Pastor Lori 



COUNCIL CORNER        Wendy Shearer 
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St. John’s is going through a tough time right now. Though many would have anticipated that 
this could happen in a transition period, it still comes with pain and sacrifice; it requires dedi-
cation and strength to make the changes necessary to move us into the next chapter.  When we 
think about and look into what that means as a family of faith, it means that though we may 
have different opinions or ideas, that we work together to stay unified in our mission. Unity 
aims to demonstrate that the teachings of Jesus Christ can be lived every day and that each 
person is a unique expression of God, loved and worthy. We hope that as we move into this next 
chapter that we are will be unified – not always in agreement – but in unity, that the mission 
of our church to bring the word of God to a world that starves for it … shines above all us. 
 
At the January council meeting, the Council: 
 
 Accepted the resignation of Treasurer, Dee Goldstein. Dee has served St. John’s in many 

roles over the years and her commitment and time is commended and appreciated by all. 
Her leadership will be missed. Dee will work with the Council on transition of responsibili-
ties. 

 
 Determined that we will move forward with our Ministry Partner Facility Agreements with 

Antioch Christian Center, Harvest Church and Alanon with no changes to the terms. 
 
 Determined to pray for and support Mission & Outreach as they move forward with plans 

for the annual Mexico Mission Trip. 
 
 Determined that the Stewardship Campaign be put on hold as we look to fill the vacancy of 

Treasurer. 
 
 Determined that we will call a special meeting of the Congregation to discuss ongoing con-

cerns within our family of faith. 
 
 The Council asks that all Congregational members pray about your participation on Coun-

cil. We currently have several positions available – Communication & Technology, Fellow-
ship, Property and Treasurer. If you would like to know more about how one of these posi-
tions may fit into your life of faith, please reach out to any congregational member or con-
tact the council secretary Brita Bleuel at bbleuel@sidley.com. 

 
At the end of the day, may our soul sing in joyous recognition that we are children of the king: 

“Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee, how great thou art … how great thou art”. 
 
Your Church Council 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 

Christ Caring for People Through People 

“A Key to a Happier New Year” 
A RESOLUTION 

Give a Gift That Goes on Giving, 
 

“The gift of myself, given with dedication, cheerfulness and commitment; 
the gift of becoming a Stephen Minister and learning how to effectively share Christ’s 
love with members of my congregation, my community and my family.” 
 
This Spring, Stephen Ministry, will begin training a new class of Stephen Ministers.  
 
The 50 hr. course requires a weekly class commitment on Thursday evenings for ap-
proximately three months. 
 
Training will encompass a number of subjects such as; Feelings, The Art of Listening, 
Distinctively Christian Caregiving, Assertiveness, Maintaining Boundaries in Care-
giving, Confidentiality, Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief plus many more. 
 
Those of you interested in this rewarding experience are encouraged to first pray, 
and then contact any of your Stephen Leaders for more information.  
 

Marilyn Norman at (925) 354-7816, Hal Norman at (925) 683-6981 or 
Lynn Ferguson at (925)207-7779 

Sherley Foti     Bill Simpson 
Laura Hoffmeyer    Irene Swann 
Judi Jensen     Max & Mary Wheeler 
Olivia Lake     Harry & Diane Wulf 
Penelope Miller 

We pray for the families and friends who mourn.  

We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Damon Cantey, Ste-
ven Rehana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—the lonely and the grieving, the struggling 
and the worried; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where 
they fit. May  words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and 
encourage their journey into the embrace of your love. 

WE PRAY FOR... 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org,  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Andrew Faust  2/1 
Marquita Eddings  2/1 
Lorelei Sater   2/2 
Meghan Walsh  2/2 
Josiah Eddings  2/3 
Manuel Soliz   2/4 
Tom Koehne   2/11 
Liz Hall   2/11 
Harry Wulf   2/14 

Dagny Sigurjonsdottir 2/15 
Leesieh Dorley  2/15 
Patti Koehne   2/16 
Peggy Mills   2/17 
Joan Dieterich  2/20 
Joseph Reitz   2/20 
Pat Barkley   2/24 
Steven Rehana  2/27 
Richard Meucci  2/28 

Harry & Diane Wulf  2/9 
Paul & Peggy Mills  2/16 

The church office will be 
closed February 18. 

Regular office hours will 
resume February 19. 

 
 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

  Baja Mission Fundraiser Dinner 2019 
  Saturday, March 2, 5:00 p.m. 
  More information to follow. 

SAVE THE DATE 


