
Published: 
October 29 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
The Faithful Times 

Grow In Faith—Experience Joy—Serve With Compassion 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE Council Corner 2 

Missions & Outreach 5 

Activities & Events 6 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 8 

Interim Pastor’s message, November 2018 
 
This month we look forward to All Saints Sunday, Loaves of Love baking and deliv-
eries, Thanksgiving Eve worship (and pie!) and closing the church year with Christ 
the King (or Reign of Christ) Sunday – and we’re already launching into Advent and 
Christmas preparations with the Angel Tree and Samaritan’s Purse projects serving 
children in need.  
 
What an energizing time of year this is! Or exhausting. Sometimes both. Why do we 
do it? At the core of our worship and projects is one thing:  
 
The truth. 

 
The gospel texts from Reformation to Reign of Christ Sunday start and end with the theme of truth. 
What is this truth that we Christ-followers confess?  

· As we remember and honor the saints who have gone before us, we confess that 
Christ is “the resurrection and the life.” (John 11) 

 
· With the poor widow we know that we give God “but thine own, what e’re the 

gift may be.” (Mark 12) 
 
· When we contemplate Jesus before Pilate, we hear that “everyone who belongs 

to the truth” listens to the voice of the suffering servant king. (John 18) 
 
All that we have and all that we are is from God. The Holy Spirit inspires us to gratitude that reflects 
our Redeemer’s servant heart; we don’t live only for ourselves as followers of Christ. 
 
Isn’t that why you come to worship at St. John’s? Isn’t that why you use your gifts during worship, offer 
hospitality to visitors and friends, pray for this congregation and community, teach children and youth, 
study the bible, or help feed hungry people? Isn’t it because you have been changed by the love of God in 
Christ, and you long to share, to go deeper, to be challenged and supported, and especially to give back to 
God what God has so graciously given you? 
 
In this month of thanks giving, may we truly give to God what God has first given us: “our selves, our 
time and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. May we also maintain balance during this busy 
time – imitating Jesus in taking “Sabbath time” to reflect and refresh (which means saying no to 
“overbooking” yourself!).  And may the one who is the Way, the Truth and the Life guide us in all truth. 
 

In thanksgiving, 

Pastor Lori 
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COUNCIL CORNER 

As we look toward the listening post discussion on Sunday, October 28, 2018, it reminds us of the song 
“Listen”: “Listen to the voice of God, listen you will hear it – Listen to the voice of God, listen can you 
hear it”.  Working together as a Congregation, we will hear the voices of one another, we will hear the 
concerns, the hopes, the dreams, that we have for our family of faith and our place in the community, 
but it is important that we also listen to what God is saying, to hear in the words and the discussion, 
God’s calling for our Congregation.  As we have discussed so often over the past year, a time of transition 
can be difficult, there can be fears and worries, but there are also great hopes and big dreams of how we 
change and grow.  We pray that we always focus on hearing God amongst all the voices knowing that 
this transition will be part of what He sees for our path and our calling in this community.  We look for-
ward to this time of sharing and growing together as a family of faith and hope that all will make time to 
join us for 9:00 a.m. Worship Service and 10:00 a.m. breakfast/Listening Post meeting on October 28. 
 
Please take a moment to thank the members of your Transition Team for their time and energy in this 
process:  Pastor Lori, Bill Dietz, Bobbie Crossland, Liz Hall, Jim Person and Manny Soliz. 
 
The Council Continues to move ahead with projects: 
 
September Meeting 
 
· Discussion regarding ongoing budget shortfalls and resolution. 
· Cleaning Service continues to be a concern – Bill Dietz has volunteered to liaison with the Company.  

This was a reminder to us that we still have an open position for Property on the Council.  The Con-
gregation is encouraged to pray about whether this is a role you would be comfortable assisting us 
with. 

· Special Projects – we have several special projects that need “one time” support.  The majority of 
these projects are just research, helping the Council to manage some upcoming opportunities.  If you 
have some time in your day to assist with a project, please reach out to any member of your Council 
and we will give you further information. 

· Harvest Church – Harvest Church asked permission to extend the Facility Agreement to allow for a 
rummage sale and car wash.  The Council determined that we would approve the use of the Facility 
for the rummage sale, but would not approve the Car Wash at this time, as we still continue to moni-
tor our water usage and the impact car washes have on our environment.  We will revisit what op-
tions we have for future car washes at a later time. 

 
October Meeting 
 
· Council voted to call a Special Congregational Meeting on Saturday, November 3, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. 

to bring the budget shortfall and resolution discussion to the Congregation.  Meeting call procedures 
will move forward. 

· The Youth Group has many special projects moving forward, all created and managed by the Youth.  
Further information will be provided in the coming weeks – the Congregation is asked to participate 
as they are able. 

· Stephens Ministers are available to support you at a time of need.  If you do not now about our Ste-
phens Ministry, see Congregational Care Council Representative, Lynn Ferguson.  Lynn also re-
minds everyone that Meal Train services are available – not feeling well? having surgery? leaving a 
loved one at home while you travel” … meals are available for whenever you have a need. 

· We will have a special guest preacher joining us on October 21, 2018 – please join us to have a warm 
welcome for our visitor. 

 
 
 



STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 
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A Stephen Minister comes alongside a hurting person and meets with that person 
on a weekly basis to listen, care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and spir-
itual support. Men are paired with men and women with women. 

Contact A Stephen Leader 
Marilyn Norman at (925) 354-7816, Hal Norman at (925) 683-6981 or 

Lynn Ferguson at (925) 207-7779 

Upcoming Events 
 
· Trunk or Treat – October 27, 2018 – 6:00—8:00 p.m. 
· Reformation Sunday/Listening Post Discussion – October 28, 2018 – One Service 9:00 a.m. (breakfast 

and meeting immediately thereafter) 
· Special Congregational Meeting – November 3, 2018 – 4:00 p.m. 
· Loaves of Love – November 19, 2018 
· Thanksgiving Eve – Wednesday, November 21, 2018 
· Coming soon: Angel Tree, Samaritan’s Purse, Christmas Pageant and Christmas Worship 
 
With prayers of thanksgiving for the opportunity to Worship and work beside each other, 
 
Your Church Council 

COUNCIL CORNER         (Continued) 
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WE PRAY FOR... 

 
 
 
We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military:  Damon Cantey, Steven Re-
hana, Christopher Ruth, Francis Turner, and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love— the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the 
worries; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit. May  
words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey 
into the embrace of your love. 

Jerri Brillhart    Bill Simpson 
Sherley Foti     Irene Swann 
Laura Hoffmeyer (Mother of Sherrie Downie) 
Thalia Massoni    Max & Mary Wheeler 
Carol Romanowitz    Harry & Diane Wulf 

 

The families and friends who mourn: 
Helen Quenemoen (Aunt of Jerry Ellingson) 

IN REMEMBRANCE 

Muriel Bianchi 
Christopher Downie 

Ronald Enger 
Marie Holm 

Deanna Johnston 
Jerry Johnston 

Gary Lake 
Wilmer McKinnery 
Helen Quenemoen 

Carol Schmidt 

Conchita Soliz 
Keith Treichelt 
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MISSIONS AND OUTREACH              Sharon Hayes 

It’s time to fill shoeboxes full of gifts to bless boys and girls in need around the 
world while introducing them to Jesus Christ! 
 

HOW TO PACK YOUR SHOEBOX 
 

This year, we will provide pre-printed shoeboxes for your convenience.  Please 
note: toothpaste and candy are no longer allowed in shoebox gifts due to customs 
regulations. Other Gifts: Fill with other fun toys, hygiene items, and school sup-
plies.  Visit samaritanspurse,org/occ for gift suggestions and items not to be in-

cluded. Pray: Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift.  Include a personal note 
and photo. Include $9 Donation: A donation of $9 is critical to cover shipping and other project costs.  
Please enclose a check in the box, or give online through Follow Your Box and discover the destination of 
your shoebox. DROP OFF: Please return filled boxes to the church office or Fellowship Hall by Sunday, 
November 11. For additional information, please contact Sharon Hayes. 
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ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Sunday, November 4, 2:00 a.m. 

Reset your clocks back one hour before you go to bed,  
Saturday, November 3. 

Loaves of Love 

Bring your favorite LOAF of baked quick bread to share with our St. John’s members una-
ble to join us during this holiday season. Bread should be brought to the church no later 
than November 19. Sign up to deliver the loaves by Thanksgiving and make a new friend 
(names and directions will be provided). Sign up sheet is available in the Fellowship Hall.  
Contact Sharon Hayes for more information. 

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 
November 21, 7:00 p.m., 

Remembering the goodness of God.  Invite your family and friends. 
Non-perishable food donations will be given to Agape International Church 

Ministries, 605 W. Madill St., Antioch, CA 94509 
 

AND 
Join Us For Pie after Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Bring your favorite pie to share following the service.  Hot cider, Cocoa and 
Coffee will be provided.  Sign up in the Fellowship Hall if you can provide a pie.  Contact Joe Goldstein 
for information. 

Chili with the Bishop: An invitation from Bishop Mark Holmerud 
 
Mt. Diablo Conference 
Sunday, November 18th – 3-6 pm 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 399 Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek 
 
This fall there will be “Chili with the Bishop” gatherings in each of our Sierra  
Pacific Synod conferences, where I look forward to hearing what God is doing in and 
through your lives and ministries, and how our synod can support those callings! 
 
I also look forward to sharing with you some of what is happening through our synod’s ministry and 
through the church wide expression of our E.L.C.A. Of course, I’ll provide my world-famous, award-
winning Chili!! All you are asked to bring is your favorite chili topping (grated cheese, sour cream, 
chopped onions, cilantro, sriracha sauce, saltine crackers) and corn bread or other bread! That’s it – see 
you there! 
 
(See Pastor Lori if you would like to attend. There is a limit of 10 per congregation.) 

REMINDER: A Duly Called Special Congregational Meeting will be held on 

Saturday, November 3, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. 
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ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Poinsettia order forms are now available in the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to place an 
order, please complete the order form and place it in the offering plate along with your check.  
In the memo section of your check, write “Poinsettias.” You may mail your check to the 

church office, or complete a single pay on Simply Giving. The cost per plant is $12.75. All orders are due 
on or before December 1. For information, contact Connie Pfahl. 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 
Advent Midweek Service 

Wednesday Evenings, 7:00 p.m. 
December 5,12 & 19, 2018. 

Take a break from the busyness of the season to enjoy the beauty and worship of  
Holden Evening Prayer and consider what incarnation, Jesus leaving heaven an living among 
us, means to our lives. 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT AND REHEARSAL 
Pageant: December 16, 2018 10:00 a.m. 

First Pageant Rehearsal, Saturday, December 1, 10:00 a.m.  
Second Pageant Rehearsal , Saturday, December 15, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

For information, contact Connie Pfahl. 

ANNUAL TREE TRIMMING PARTY 
December 15, 6:-8:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall & Sanctuary 
Bring family and friends and join us for fun, a meal and tree decorating. 
All ages will enjoy the friendship and joy of this traditional Christmas 
gathering. For additional information, contact Sherrie Downie & Connie 
Pfahl. 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES 
Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve  

7:00 p.m. Family Service 
and 10:00 p.m. Traditional Service 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS NIGHT OFF 

Thursday, November 29, and Saturday, December 8, 6:00-10:00 p.m. 

Parents, take advantage of a night of Christmas shopping without the children.  
Babysitting will be provided at the church. Includes meal, movies and crafts. Kids—
Wear your pj’s, bring a blanket and pillow.  Donations will be accepted. For more 

information contact Sherrie Downie. 



The Faithful Times                           Page 8 

ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org, or  

 
Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Inga Danville  11/1 
Dan Marsh  11/3 
Logan Wolff  11/3 
Kurt Nunnenkamp 11/5 
Brooklynn Coburn 11/5 
Kelsea Garner 11/8 
Jordan Shearer 11/8 
Helen Person  11/8 
Paul Mills  11/12 
Heather Slinde 11/13 

Bill Dalke  11/17 
Connie Pfahl  11/17 
Ann Wolff  11/20 
Brita Bleuel  11/23 
Tianna Treichelt 11/24 
Craig Penrose  11/25 
Cynthia Nizar 11/25 
Teri Andelin  11/28 
Therese Norlander 11/30 
Hal Norman  11/30 

Darrell & Gloria Andelin  11/15 
Stephen & Dagny Hinkle  11/18 
Wayne & Eileene Butler  11/19 
Mike & Carol Laituri  11/20 

Office Closure: 
The church office will be 
closed for Thanksgiving  

November 21 - 23. 
 Regular office hours will resume 

November 26. 
 

Pastor Lori - Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 

Thanksgiving is a time to gather around loved ones …to be grateful for all that we have been so abun-
dantly blessed with and also to remember those not so lucky. It is a season of bountifulness and a reason 
to share the same ….true Thanksgiving is in actually doing that – Giving !!! 


