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Interim pastor’s message September 2018  
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace! 

(Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying – ELW 752) 
 
Send us grace… 
 
If you’ve already been part of a Listening Post session here at St. John’s, you know 
we’ve been singing this hymn as we hear one another’s joys, sorrows and hopes for 

this community of faith. As we continue reading from Mark’s gospel account in September, we hear of 
Jesus’ teachings and healings; we hear Jesus’ challenge to us to live lives of service; and through it all 
we are reminded of God’s abundant grace. 
 
Grace happened when a young girl who attended St. John’s National Night Out told me she wanted to be 
a preacher “like Martin Luther King’s daughter.” It was so inspiring to hear her say that! But it seemed 
the girl doesn’t attend a church; she told Brita that she didn’t know people could “learn about Jesus” in 
church, so Brita invited her to Sunday school. Whether or not the child’s family will ever bring her to 
worship here, the Holy Spirit provided a chance for that girl and members of this congregation to come 
together for a moment in time. We may never know how her interactions here will impact her life, but 
we trust the grace of God to work in her heart as in ours. 
 
In our gospel texts this month, grace is revealed in the story of the disciples eating with “defiled hands,” 
in Jesus’ encounter with “outsiders” (a Canaanite woman and a deaf man), in the disciples’ embarrassing 
argument over who is “the greatest” and when other “outsiders” do good in Jesus’ name.  
 
Grace is revealed in our own lives, too: when we are the ones defiling, the ones suspicious of outsiders, 
the ones jockeying for favor or power…and when we are inspired to seize the moment to encounter those 
Christ has put in our path? Where have you experienced grace when you least expected it? In moments 
of prayer? In the heights of joy or the depths of pain? In healing or in serving? In this place? In unex-
pected people who aren’t part of “us”?  
 
We can rely on the grace of God as we continue to listen to one another, as we continue to worship and 
live out our baptismal call in daily life, and as we pray. Be part of supporting Christ’s mission, lived out 
through this congregation: sign up for a Listening Post session if you haven’t already, stay informed and 
connected, share your gifts with children, elders and neighbors as we begin the new Sunday school and 
program year. And…anticipate grace! Look for it! Share it! Give thanks for it!  
 
Fall blessings to all, 
 
Pastor Lori 
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From the Desk of Interim Pastor Lori 

Prayer for a Congregation in Transition 
Gracious God, 
We pray for St. John’s Lutheran Church during this interim time—that we may be genuine in our self-
reflection, patient in our discernment, imaginative about our future and daring in our faith. As we listen 
to you, give us courage to hear. As we are challenged by you, commit us to Christ’s mission. As we look for 
your inspiration, fill us with your Holy Spirit. 
Amen! 

Listening Post Update 
 Your Transition Team and I are hearing from many of you, from youth and Stephen Ministers to 
Bible study groups and friends groups. We are hearing what you value at St. John’s, what concerns you 
have, and what you hope for the future.  

YOUR voice is needed! When we commissioned the Transition Team, we agreed to pray for these 
leaders and participate in this process. Even more, your affirmation of your baptismal promise to 
“proclaim the good news in word and deed…serve all people following the example of Jesus…and strive 
for justice and peace” embraces engaging in the ministries of St. John’s as a community “called, gath-
ered, enlightened and sanctified” by the Holy Spirit.  

So if you haven’t had a chance to be part of a Listening Post, sign ups are located in the Parish 
Hall after worship – or contact Pastor Lori to arrange a meeting. We need to hear from everyone! 
 
SJLC’s First “National Night Out” Another Success Story!  
 St. John’s members chatted with neighbors and city representatives, enjoyed a free dinner at the 
tasty taco bar followed by ice cream treats, and offered information about St. John’s at our first-ever Na-
tional Night Out on Aug. 7. The event attracted a couple dozen neighbors who either were personally in-
vited by members here or learned of the event through door-hangers or leaflets left on cars at the BART 
station. In addition to the neighbors, representatives from the DEA, Antioch police and city, and a Chris-
tian school were present to staff information tables, along with SJLC members. A police car, the chil-
dren’s carnival, and the bounce house were fun attractions for the little ones. Free haircuts were even 
offered! 

What is National Night Out? 
 National Night Out is a community/city event held the first Tuesday of August throughout the 
United States to raise local awareness and make connections. National Night Out has been held annual-
ly since 1984, and began simply with neighbors turning on their porch lights and sitting in front of their 
homes. The first National Night Out involved 2.5 million residents across 400 communities in 23 states; 
in 2016 the event involved 38 million residents in 16,000 communities across the United States. 
 How can I participate next year? 
 This was such a fun and easy way to chat with neighbors and learn more about them and let 
them know St. John’s is here! You can simply come for the free dinner after your work day and talk with 
those you share a table with. Or maybe offer a free service (like the haircuts), or staff a prayer booth. 
Ideas for next year also include having a banner out front to increase visibility and signs that note “free 
dinner” and “everyone is welcome!”  

Thanks so much to those who made this event a success: everyone at SJLC who donated toys for 
the carnival; Brita Bleuel and Dee Goldstein for coordinating the carnival; Audra Goldstein and Kevin, 
Sherrie Downie, Monica, and Danika Goldstein for rock and face painting, bounce house and fish pond; 
Phil Spindler for the music and pond; Serenity Ferguson, Madison Downey and Wendy Shearer for brace-
let-making; Bill Dietz for the DEA team; Sharon Hayes, Lynn Ferguson and Margarita Seeley for nursing 
care/blood pressure; Allison Coburn for free haircuts and braiding; Mary and Manny Soliz for the child 
ID cards and donating the taco bar; the City of Antioch for the gift card and Joe Goldstein for coordinat-
ing with the city and getting the hot dogs, chips and treats; and Mark Goldstein for set up and clean up.  

St. John’s pulled off a fun event that promises to be even better next year! 
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COUNCIL CORNER             Church Council 

How quickly time flies!  The summer is almost over, the kids are back in school, and we are looking to-
ward preparations for Christmas.  Does it seem as if you just took your lights down?  Christmas has be-
come such a commercial business that many companies already have their Christmas merchandise up 
before we even finish the blessing of our school backpacks.  It is important for us, as Christians, to re-
main focused on the true meaning of Christmas, and to use this pre-Christmas “merchandise agenda”, to 
remind people of the true message of Christmas.  As you see the hustle bustle of the season begin to take 
shape around you, take the time to encourage all to be a part of the real preparations – the real advent 
… the preparation of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
Our August council meeting was “summer light”, with many of our members on vacation: 
 
· Listening Posts/Transition Time.  The Council continues to interact with the Pastor and Transition 

Team on areas of growth and development.  
· National Night Out.  As part of our process for all big events, the Council went through a “debrief” on 

the successes and areas of growth for National Night Out.  Pastor’s article later in this Newsletter 
will provide further information, but as a Council, we were excited to see our communication touch 
the hearts of several families in our community.  The families who came were engaged and excited, 
and the children enjoyed interacting with children from St. John’s and getting to know some of the 
adults they would interact with should they return.  Pray that all who spent time with us will contin-
ue to see their faith grow and that part of that leads them back to worship with us. 

· Rally Sunday.  Plans are underway for Rally Sunday on Sunday, September 9, 2018.  Please be sure 
to invite your family, friends and neighbors for this annual event that allows continued interaction 
with our community.  The jumpy will be up, light picnic food, backpack blessing and the introduction 
and installation of our 2018/2019 teaching team.  Please plan to attend. 

· Trunk Or Treat.  Trunk Or Treat is our next BIG event!  Your help is needed.  Start looking for sales 
on candy to donate and, most importantly, start thinking about how you want to decorate your trunk 
for this big event.  Each year we have more and more kids from our neighborhood attend, so mark 
your calendars today for Trunk Or Treat:  Saturday, October 27, 2018. 

 
Please continue to pray about areas where you can serve.  There are several areas that still need sup-
port:  AV team, Worship team and Children’s Ministry.  We also continue to have two important Council 
positions that have not been filled: Communications/Technology and Property.  These areas need a voice, 
if you are passionate, or know someone who might be able to support our Congregation in this area, 
please let any member of your Council know. 
 
With continued prayers that we hear God’s voice clearly during this time of transition and that we work 
together as a family of faith to be the light in the darkness that our Community can be drawn to. 
 
In Gratitude, 
 
 
Your Church Council 
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Christ Caring for People Through People 

WE PRAY FOR... 

 
We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military:   
 
Ashley Cornell, Damon Cantey, Steven Rehana, Francis Turner, and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love— the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and the 
worries; for the lost and broken, and for those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit.  May  
words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their journey 
into the embrace of your love. 

Sherley Foti     Irene Swann 
Marie Holm     Max & Mary Wheeler 
Gary & Olivia Lake    Harry & Diane Wulf 
Paula Rowe     Barbara Yates 
Conchita Soliz 

The Transition Team and 
    The families and friends who mourn 

For more information contact: 
Marilyn Norman at (925) 354-7816, Hal Norman at (925) 683-6981 or 

Lynn Ferguson at (925) 207-7779 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE      Sherrie Downie 

The Parenting Christian Kids is now available!  
To access the newsletter go to the website under Children’s Ministry. 

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

REMINDER!!! 
Music Theory Class will resume September 5, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the sanctuary. 
Choir rehearsal will resume, September 5, at 7:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. 

Rally Sunday
Sunday, September 9, 2018

10:00 a.m.
Join Us For:

The first day of Sunday School!
Blessing of the Backpacks!

Introduction of our Sunday School Teachers.
After services:

picnic, jumpy and fun with new and old friends!

TRUNK OR TREAT
IS COMING!

SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2018
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2018 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org, or  

 
Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Rhonda Faust   9/2 
John Klokkenga  9/2 
Julie Commins  9/3 
Kermit Sveen   9/8 
Nancy Swenson  9/12 
Carleen Jackson  9/18 

Lori Rehana   9/18 
Don Lezer   9/20 
Eileen Blumhardt-Butler 9/22 
Todd Farrington  9/23 
Gale Martin   9/23 
Darleen Heath  9/25 

Dan & Len Marsh  9/4 
Jim & Pat Person  9/11 
Jerry & Julie Ellingson 9/27 
Scott & Shana Andelin 9/30 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Lori Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00 p.m. and Fridays 

available remotely. 
Office: 925.757.3070 
Mobile: 925.997.3478 

Email: Pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 


