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Introducing Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 
 
It is exciting to be at St. John’s as your interim pastor! As we get to know one anoth-
er, let me tell you a little bit about myself: 
 
I left my previous career as a journalist when my unplanned search for the feminine 
face of God unexpectedly led me to seminary. As a reporter at the San Jose Mercury 
News for 15 years, I never imagined leaving journalism, never dreamed of ordained 
ministry, and had never even heard of “intentional interim ministry.” 
 
 If you want to make God laugh, tell God your plans for the future! 
 

 I graduated from Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley in 2005. While awaiting a 
call, the Bishop asked me to fill in at a congregation whose interim pastor had taken a new position, and 
that experience led me to the interim ministry training. I was ordained into intentional interim ministry 
in 2010, shortly after starting at my third interim congregation. St. John’s is my ninth.  
 

Many of you already have met my husband, Steve Wright, who also is a former journalist from 
the Mercury News. In “retirement” Steve works at Open Heart Kitchen, serves on the Dublin planning 
commission, and is chair of our Sierra Pacific Synod candidacy committee. We’ve lived in Dublin for 
nearly 30 years. Our son Dylan joined the Army after high school and served three combat tours; he will 
receive his linguistics degree from the University of Maryland, College Park, this month. Our daughter 
Cierra lives in Los Angeles and works as a production assistant on the Netflix original series The 
Ranch. (Any Sam Elliot or Ashton Kutcher fans…?)  

 
I enjoy historical fiction, walking, traveling, being with family and friends, and serving with con-

gregations throughout the Bay Area, experiencing their gifts and challenges as they move from anxiety 
about the future to excitement for what is to come.  

 
 For surely I know the plans that I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope. (Jer. 29:11, addressing the exiles in Babylon).  
 
 God always has plans for St. John’s! Together we’ll spend the coming months listening for and 
living into those plans. 
 
 So now you know something about me; I look forward to hearing your stories as individuals and 
as a congregation. May God bless each one of you, and may God bless our time and work together.  
 
Peace, 
Pastor Lori 
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WHAT IS INTENTIONAL INTERIM MINISTRY?    Pastor Lori 

While you will get an overview of the interim ministry process at the Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting on June 9 – and have a chance to ask questions then – here is a brief 
look at the purpose and form of this transitional time. 
 
Our goal is to review St. John’s heritage, assess your current ministries and life togeth-
er, and anticipate a future with your new pastor. This can be a defining moment for 
your congregation! 

 
The three phases of the transitional time are 1) saying goodbye to your past pastor, which you’ve 

done; 2) engaging in a congregation-wide self study and creating your Ministry Site Profile; and 3) inter-
viewing your pastoral candidates and calling your new pastor. 

 
We’ll begin the congregational assessment time by creating a transition team to guide the pro-

cess, keeping in mind the questions, “Who are we, who are our neighbors, and what is God calling us to 
do?” We’ll have small-group meetings – “listening posts” – to hear about your joys, sorrows and hopes for 
life and ministry at St. John’s, and determine what may need attention currently. We’ll review your mis-
sion and vision. Then it will be time to form the call committee and begin candidate interviews. 

 
Every voice is needed, so please plan to participate at each step of this process. And through it all 

we’ll continue the worship and ministries of St. John’s, always praying for the Spirit to bless and guide 
us in all we do.  

CONTACTING INTERIM PASTOR LORI EICKMANN   Pastor Lori 

Pastor Lori, who is serving with St. John’s ¾ time, is generally in the office 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, working remotely those afternoons and 
on Friday; her day off is Monday. This schedule is flexible, so call ahead if you want to 
be sure to catch her in the office. 
 
You can reach Pastor Lori at church, (925) 757-3070, or on her mobile, (925) 997-
3478. Her email is pastor@stjohnsantioch.org 

God is with us in this transitional time and always… 
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COUNCIL CORNER             Church Council 
How blessed we are to enter into this new phase of our transition process, welcoming Pastor Lori Eick-
mann, to St. John’s.  We are excited about these next steps and working together as a family of faith to 
review who we were, who we are and who we will be … Pastor Lori will be sharing more about this pro-
cess of discovery in several forms over the next few months.  There will be many opportunities to be part 
of this process – so keep your eyes open in all of our communication methods so that you can be aware 
and informed.  Please continue to pray for Pastor Lori, the Council and all of our Ministries as we work 
together to bring St. John’s to the place God has in store for it. 
 
At our recent Council meeting, your Council: 
 
 Discussion regarding final phase of technology upgrades, and how to move forward on the few lin-

gering concerns. 
 Discussion regarding Ministry email addresses – each Ministry now has an email address through 

stjohnsantioch.org, that they can use to manage communication with their Ministry.  Ministry lead-
ers will be discussing use of these emails with their teams over the next few months and we will 
keep you updated. 

 Facebook – our new Facebook site is up and running, please take a peek, like it, post about it and 
share it with friends and family.  Facebook is a wonderful way to let people come to know St. John’s 
in a casual, recognizable manner.  If you are having an event at St. John’s and need temporary ac-
cess to post pictures or “live” messages, please let us know and we can arrange for temporary post-
ing rights. 

 Endowment Committee – update on questions raised from the Endowment Committee to the Coun-
cil.  The Endowment Committee has moved forward with accepting grants and scholarships to be 
disbursed at the Annual Meeting.  The Endowment Committee is grateful for the research that the 
Council did on their behalf and appreciates the administrative support.  We are all looking forward 
to meeting the recipients at our Annual Meeting. 

 Community Night Out – we will be working toward participating in this annual Nationwide event.  
The Executive Committee, Fellowship and our Community Engagement Team will take the lead in 
organizing this event. 

 Annual Meeting – discussion on preparations for our Annual Meeting … come join us for this im-
portant meeting and to enjoy fellowship with dinner and a movie, all provided in a “Drive In” thea-
tre setting.  Remember a quorum is required, so please make every effort to attend. 

 All Church Directory – as we work toward having our Directory as part of our “internal” website, it 
was decided that we would change the format and work with our Photographer, Brooke Farrington, 
to take the photos this year.  More details to follow. 
 

It is with sad hearts that we let everyone know that, due to personal reasons, Scott Sorenson and Pati 
Scheu have temporarily resigned their Council position as Ministry Leaders for property and safety.  
Scott and Pati’s enthusiasm was catching and we were grateful for all of their efforts.  We will continue 
to pray for Scott and Pati and look forward to seeing them soon. 
 
As the end of the year is upon us, we look forward to providing you a complete update to all Council 
matters through our Annual Report.  In the meantime, as a reminder, Council meetings are open to all 
Voting Members – we meet the second Tuesday of every month at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please also note that Minutes are kept in the official record in the Church Administrative Building and 
are available for review and normal business hours.  This is your Church Council; please feel free to 
reach out with questions at any time. 
Your Church Council 
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Last month, the 13,000th congregation enrolled in the Stephen Series! We took a moment at the Leader’s 
Training Course in St. Louis to commemorate this milestone with the 279 pastors and lay leaders in at-
tendance.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Ministry began 43 years ago as a team of nine laypeople in a small classroom at Rev. Kenneth 
Haugk’s St. Louis congregation. It has since grown to involve thousands of congregations around the 
world and transform millions of lives. We praise God for the ministry that has resulted, and we’re thank-
ful for the more than 70,000 Stephen Leaders and 600,000-plus Stephen Ministers offering Jesus’ heal-
ing love to those experiencing difficult times. 
 
As Stephen Ministry continues to grow, we pray for God’s blessings so that many more people will be 
equipped to bring Christ’s love to people in need of care. 
 
May God bless you and your ministry as you care for those who are hurting. 
 

In Christ, 
Joel Bretscher 
Program Director 
 
P.S. For stories from just a few of the people whose lives have been changed through Stephen Minis-
try, visit stephenministries.org/stories 
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WE PRAY FOR... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military:   
 
Ashley Cornell, Robert Beasy, Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Andrew Straubaugh, Fran-
cis Turner, and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—to the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and 
the worries, for the lost and broken and those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit.  May 
the words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their jour-
ney into the embrace of your love. 

Betty Cornwell   Irene Swann 
Sherley Foti    Max & Mary Wheeler 
Gary & Olivia Lake   Harry & Diane Wulf 
Conchita Soliz    

And the families and friends who mourn 
Ron Enger 

TO OUR FATHERS 

Fathers young, fathers old 
Remembering good times are our gold.  

 
Value earned through guidance given 

Helping us go forth in living.  
 

Each father adding to our trove 
A treasure chest of  love untold.  

 
Remembering father in our lives 

Taking time to realize.  
 

Fatherly love brings wealth to living 
Remembering this we go forth in giving.  

 
Fathers young, fathers old, we remember you all 

As life unfolds. 
Ragini 

June 17, 2018 

During this month where we celebrate fathers and those who nurture with fatherly strength, we offer 
prayers for the gift of family that you provide to us and ask us to be mindful of the importance that our 
family plays in our lives and to offer prayers of thanksgiving for moments spent together. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE           Audra Goldstein 

The Parenting Christian Kids is now available!  
To access the newsletter go to the website under Children’s Ministry. 

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

GRADUATION RECOGNITION SUNDAY!!! 

June 3, 2018 

Do you know of a High School or College Graduate that you would like to congratulate 
and recognize?  Please submit their name, picture and school graduating from to the 

church office by May 28.  For more information, contact Mary Soliz. 

REMINDERS 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH UPDATE     Sharon Hayes 

Baja Mission Trip 2018 
July 7th – 14th 

 
We welcome all High School youth, young adults and adults with a passion to 

serve to join us for our annual Baja Mission Trip.   
 

Be part of the change – Join us on Baja Mission 2018 
Sharon Hayes - St. John’s Baja Mission 2018 Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Baja Trip by Recycling Cans and Bottles! 
Thank you everyone who donates recyclable cans and plastic bottles!  The redemption amounts received 
help support our youth ministries.  Please continue to bring in your cans, and bottles and place them in 
the recycle bins in the Fellowship Hall.  Please contact Sharon Hayes if you could help in this area or if 
you have an abundance of recyclables. 

St. John’s Youth Car Wash Fund Raiser 
Ongoing 

Pinky’s Klassy Kar Wash & Detail Center 
300 E. 18th St., Antioch, CA 94509 

(925) 779-9274 
 

Pay for a full service wash valued at $27.99 or more and $6.00 will be donated to St. John’s Youth Minis-
tries.  Thank you everyone who contributed to this car wash fundraiser.  We received a check for $150.00 
toward our youth ministries!  Since this event was so successful, we decided to continue this fundraiser 
so swing by Pinky’s Car wash and tell your friends.  You don’t need to bring a flier, just say you are with 
the St. John’s Lutheran Church fundraiser. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Email: Pastor@tjohnsantioch.org 
Music Director: Magic Jaquez 

Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org, or  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Spring Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Family Worship 

Marilyn Norman  6/2 
Barry Sterud   6/6 
Julie Ellingson  6/7 
Bobbie Crossland  6/12 
Mary Turner   6/13 

Jonathan Rehana  6/17 
Wendy Shearer  6/22 
Shamar Seaforth  6/23 
Jacob Andelin   6/27 
Bob Reed   6/30 

John & Lori Rehana       6/1 
Chris & Sue Heinl       6/2 
Dave & Eva Goplen       6/2 
Steve Wright & Rev. Lori Eickmann   6/7 
Pr. Jerry & Carol Schmalenberger     6/8 

Tim & Kris Coley   6/14 
Mark & Dee Goldstein  6/25 
Ronald & Bernadette Viaan  6/27 
Gary & Olivia Lake   6/29 

FACEBOOK UPDATE 

CHECK US OUT!!! 

OUR NEW FACEBOOK PAGE IS UP 
AND RUNNING AND READY TO REACH 
OUT INTO OUR COMMUNITY! 


