
Published: 
June 25 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
The Faithful Times 

Grow In Faith—Experience Joy—Serve With Compassion 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE Council Corner 3 

Stephen Ministry 5 

Activities & Events 6 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 8 

Transition Team Ministry 
 
Have you ever experienced that your best summer vacation moments are often the 
unplanned ones? 
I think of unexpected moments on life’s journey when I look at the gospel texts for 
July, because if there was an itinerary for Jesus’ journey and ministry in Galilee, it 
got derailed frequently – and to stunning results: 
 
Monday – start preaching at seaside; get interrupted to heal bleeding woman and 
raise Jairus’ daughter from death. 

Tuesday – plan to preach and heal in hometown but get rejected; send out disciples with power to 
cast out demons. 
Next week – plan disciples’ retreat; get interrupted with healing the sick, feeding 5,000 and walk-
ing on water.  

 
While we’re busy planning our lives, life happens. Just as we can’t always anticipate where a summer 
journey or average work day will take us, we can’t always “calendar in” ministry; we never know when a 
“Spirit moment” might materialize. But we can always count on the presence and power of Christ in our 
lives as our plans unfold and evolve. 
 
Maybe your plans didn’t include serving on St. John’s Transition Team – because you had never heard of 
a Transition Team! – but now you are experiencing Jesus sending you “with authority” to this new ad-
venture of helping guide St. John’s through this transitional time. Perhaps you are sensing the Holy 
Spirit guiding you to take this unexpected path. Or maybe you suspected as soon as you heard about the 
Transition Team that you have the heart and skills for this ministry. 
 
Working closely with me, the Transition Team will help listen at our upcoming Listening Posts; will cre-
ate opportunities for looking at ministries, leadership and operations at St. John’s; will gather, interpret 
and communicate information pertinent to the future call process; and will write the Ministry Site Pro-
file. 
 
Please continue to pray that the Holy Spirit will guide your discernment and the discernment of all 
whose names each of you is suggesting as participants for the Transition Team. May we continue to trust 
in the presence and power of Christ in the life of St. John’s during this time of interim ministry. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Lori 
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From the Desk of Interim Pastor Lori 

The Creed (from an immigrant perspective) 
 

I believe in Almighty God, 
who guided the people in exile and in exodus, 
the God of Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon, 
the God of foreigners and immigrants. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced Galilean, 
who was born away from his people and his home, 
who fled his country with his parents when his life was in danger, 
and returning to his own country suffered the oppression 
of the tyrant Pontius Pilate, the servant of a foreign power, 
who then was persecuted, beaten, and finally tortured, 
accused and condemned to death unjustly. 
But on the third day, this scorned Jesus rose from the dead, 
not as a foreigner but to offer us citizenship in heaven. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the eternal immigrant from God’s kingdom among us, 
who speaks all languages, lives in all countries, and reunites all races. 
 
I believe that the church is the secure home 
for the foreigner and for all believers who constitute it, 
who speak the same language and have the same purpose. 
I believe that the communion of the saints begins 
when we accept the diversity of the saints. 
 
I believe in the forgiveness of sin, which makes us all equal, 
and in reconciliation, which identifies us more 
than does race, language, or nationality. 
 
I believe that in the resurrection God will unite us as one people, in which all are 
distinct and all are alike at the same time. 
 
Beyond this world, I believe in life eternal 
in which no one will be an immigrant but all will be citizens of God’s kingdom, 
which will never end. Amen. 
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COUNCIL CORNER             Church Council 
We wish to take this opportunity to thank our Council members who are retiring from Council this year:  
Audra Goldstein, John Klokkenga and Paul Mills.  Their support and dedication during their tenure as 
ministry leaders has been invaluable to the Congregation.  We also wish to welcome our newest Council 
member, Sherrie Downie, to the team.  Sherrie will be heading Children’s Ministry.  As a reminder, we 
still have two voting spots open: Audio Visual and Property, and one “council-in-training” position, for 
Communication.  If you would like to hear more about either of these ministries, please reach out to any 
Council member. 
 
We also would like to thank the Congregation for their support during this year.  We know that there 
were difficult moments for us to weather – but by Faith – and working together, we were able to get to 
this place where we can move forward in finding that leader who will humbly guide this journey of 
Faith going forward. 
 
Items of note from our June Council meeting: 
 
Transition Team: The Congregation will be asked to prayerfully submit names of Congregational 
members who they feel would have the gifts to work on this team.  More information will be provided at 
Worship Services later in June, with names being submitted June 24 and July 1.  Upon submission of 
names, Pastor will work with the newly seated Nominating Committee to form a team of six Congrega-
tional members for the Transition Team. 
 
Vacation Bible School: Polar Blast has been postponed. 
 
National Night Out: We have had this on our schedule since last Summer to make sure that we par-
ticipated.  National Night Out is a nationwide effort to have the community interact with one another 
and with leaders and first responders.  The Council has put together an Action Team to make plans for 
a “carnival” type event.  All hands are welcome … and needed … to have this outreach into our commu-
nity. 
 
Cleaning Service: The Council has decided to take bids for cleaning service at the church.  The Coun-
cil will ask for three bids from local organizations and enter into a new contract for this service. 
 
Please mark your calendar for the following upcoming events: 
 
Photo Day – June 24 and July 1, 2018 
Baja Mission Sending Out – July 1, 2018 
National Night Out – August 7, 2018 
Group Training – Growing Spiritual Grit in Teenagers – September 15, 2018 
 
 
Your Church Council 



The Faithful Times                           Page 4 

COUNCIL CORNER         (continued) 

Worship & Music: Change in Distribution of Communion 
 
Beginning in July, we will be changing the distribution of Holy Communion during Sunday morning 
Worship Services.  Moving forward we will only have three Communion Assistants.  Pastor Lori will dis-
tribute the bread (the Body of Christ) from the center and the Worship Assistant and Lector – one on 
Pastor’s left side and one on her right side - will offer the wine/grape juice (the Blood of Christ).  Wor-
shipers will continue to initially form two lines, as instructed by the Ushers.  But they will receive the 
bread alternately from Pastor Lori.  They will then step to either their left or right to receive the wine or 
grape juice.  As with all change, we ask for your patience as the Worship Team works together to become 
comfortable with this new distribution of Holy Communion.  If you have any questions or need further 
information, please reach out to Bill Dietz or Pastor Lori Eickmann. 

WE PRAY FOR... 

 
 
 
We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military:   
 
Ashley Cornell, Robert Beasy, Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Andrew Straubaugh, Fran-
cis Turner, and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for all those who need to hear of God’s love—to the lonely and the grieving, the struggling and 
the worries, for the lost and broken and those feeling that they don’t have a place where they fit.  May 
the words of hope and encouragement, of grace and forgiveness fill their hearts and encourage their jour-
ney into the embrace of your love. 

Betty Cornwell    Irene Swann 
Sherley Foti     Max & Mary Wheeler 
Gary & Olivia Lake    Harry & Diane Wulf 
Paula Rowe     Barbara Yates 
Conchita Soliz 

And the families and friends who mourn 
Keith Treichelt. 



STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE      Sherrie Downie 

The Parenting Christian Kids is now available!  
To access the newsletter go to the website under Children’s Ministry. 

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH UPDATE     Sharon Hayes 

Baja Mission Trip 2018 
July 7th – 14th 

 
We welcome all High School youth, young adults and adults with a passion to 

serve to join us for our annual Baja Mission Trip.   
 

Be part of the change – Join us on Baja Mission 2018 
Sharon Hayes - St. John’s Baja Mission 2018 Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Baja Trip by Recycling Cans and Bottles! 
Thank you everyone who donates recyclable cans and plastic bottles!  The redemption amounts received 
help support our youth ministries.  Please continue to bring in your cans, and bottles and place them in 
the recycle bins in the Fellowship Hall.  Please contact Sharon Hayes if you could help in this area or if 
you have an abundance of recyclables. 

St. John’s Youth Car Wash Fund Raiser 
Ongoing 

Pinky’s Klassy Kar Wash & Detail Center 
300 E. 18th St., Antioch, CA 94509 

(925) 779-9274 
 

Pay for a full service wash valued at $27.99 or more and $6.00 will be donated to St. John’s Youth Minis-
tries.  Thank you everyone who contributed to this car wash fundraiser.  We received a check for $150.00 
toward our youth ministries!  Since this event was so successful, we decided to continue this fundraiser 
so swing by Pinky’s Car wash and tell your friends.  You don’t need to bring a flier, just say you are with 
the St. John’s Lutheran Church fundraiser. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Email: Pastor@tjohnsantioch.org 
Music Director: Magic Jaquez 

Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 
Office Address:  

1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org, or  

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-205979903340176/ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Tymothy Althaus  7/6 
Serenity Ferguson  7/7 
Howard Dobler  7/12 
Jeff Gable   7/15 
Rita Power   7/16 
Bonnie Battey  7/23 

Luke Rockenbaugh  7/25 
Heidi Gable   7/27 
Joseph Heath   7/29 
Carol Laituri   7/29 
Gary Adams   7/29 

Kurt & Diana Nunnenkamp 7/1 
Derek & Silvia Treichelt 7/1 
Bill & Betty Cornwell 7/5 
Todd & Brook Farrington 7/7 

Joseph & Patricia Reitz 7/7 
Mike & Carol Slinde  7/12 
Jim & Sharon Halvorson 7/26 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Summer Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Family Worship 


