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April Showers, Bring May Flowers 

That is What they say. 

But if all the showers turned to flowers, 

We’d have quite a colorful day! 
(traditional poem, author unknown) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the April rains begin to subside, and the May flowers begin to bloom, we are re-
minded that we too bloom through the rebirth given through the Resurrection and 
the reminder that we are made new.  Like the flowers that bloom with the warmth of 
the sun, breaking through the cold darkness of winter, so do we grow in the warm 
embrace provided by the knowledge of the Cross.  Rejoice and be glad that you are 
made new, that you are made strong, and bloom brightly in the love of our King and 
Savior. 

 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

To Him be glory both now and forever. 

Amen! 

2 Peter 3:18 
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COUNCIL CORNER        Church Council 

We are grateful to have joined with so many as we journeyed with Christ through Lent and Holy Week culmi-
nating in the joyous celebration of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday.  Both worship services were full to 
the rafters and our ushers were put through their paces in adding additional chairs to accommodate the 
worshipers.  During the days and weeks since, we have been encouraged by the message of His life everlast-
ing through beautiful music and wonderful sermons.  How blessed we are to be able to worship in a safe 
place that allows us to freely proclaim Jesus Christ! 

Blessings and prayers of Thanksgiving for many wonderful things happening at St. John’s: 

 Congratulations to our Baja Mission Team for another wonderful Easter morning breakfast and to all 
those who cooked, cleaned and supported financially this important ministry. 

 Congratulations to our Worship Ministry who put such effort in coordinating Lenten services and Holy 
Week—from the beautiful decorations to the songs and lay leaders, we were able to participate in 
thoughtful, humble, reflective times of worship. 

 Congratulations to our, fondly referred to, “Crabs” … the team that put together our first ever (and wildly 
successful) crab feed!  The VFW Hall was almost full with members of our Congregation and family and 
friends from our community.  It was a great time to eat some wonderful food, participate in some fun raf-
fles and auctions, and, most importantly, get to know some new people. 

 Congratulations to our Teen Ministry … up and running and focusing on unique and modern ways to 
connect with our Teens.  If you haven't checked them out, take a moment to ask a Teen about their new 
Ministry. 

 Congratulations to Pastor Mike who made a “three week” coverage plan, a joyful and supportive, five 
month coverage plan.  How blessed we were for his sermons and his love of God shining through in the 
message. 

Your Council keeps busy, here is a synopsis of our latest meeting: 

 Our Property Team has hired a new gardener to help take care of our property, had a “deep clean” of our 
Facilities in advance of Easter worship, and is working with a new cleaning service.  Please keep us noti-
fied on how you think these new employees are working in caring for our Facilities. 

 We had worked during April to establish a new relationship with Cooking ‘Round the World, an educa-
tional organization that brings together diverse cultures through cooking; unfortunately timing did not 
work this year, but we are looking forward to establishing this bond next year. 

 Preparations continue toward our Annual Meeting … we have two Council positions that we need to fill:  
Children’s Ministry and Communication, later in this newsletter you will see information on the responsi-
bilities of these ministries. 

The Church Council meets the second Tuesday of every month.  As a reminder, Council meetings are open to 
all Congregational members who wish to attend.  In addition, minutes are posted each month in the official 
record kept in the administrative offices.  If you have questions, or there are ways that your Church Council 
can assist you, please reach out a any time. 

Prayerfully and gratefully submitted, 

Your Church Council 
 

“Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much” 

Helen Keller 



IF YOU MISSED THEM … MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ARE SHOWN EVERY SUNDAY 

BETWEEN SERVICES 

AND AT THE CLOSE OF EACH SERVICE. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SPECIAL 

EVENTS OR THE MINISTRIES 

AT ST. JOHN’S 

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE. 



Christ Caring for People Through People 

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 
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WE PRAY FOR... 

We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military:   
 
Ashley Cornell, Robert Beasy, Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Andrew Straubaugh, Francis Turner, 
and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for our world, our community and those who mourn the loss of loved ones from tragedy.  We pray that 
peace may settle on the hearts of our Nation and that we come together as one to withhold the grace that God 
has provided to all.  May we come to know comfort, where there is sorrow; healing, where there is illness; hope , 
where there is fear and companionship, where there is loneliness.  May we, as a community of Faith, be the light 
of God’s love and reflect in all that we do.. 
 
During this month where we celebrate mothers and those who nurture with motherly care, we offer prayers for 
the gift of family that you provide to us and ask us to be mindful of the importance that our family plays in our 
lives and to offer prayers of thanksgiving for moments spent together. 

Bonnie Battey   Conchita Soliz  
Ron Enger    Irene Swann 
Sherley Foti    Max & Mary Wheeler 
Gary & Olivia Lake   Harry & Diane Wulf 
 

And the families and friends who mourn 
Dustin Watney May 3 

TO OUR MOTHERS 

Super Mom 
Mom, you’re a wonderful mother, so gentle, yet so strong. 

The many ways you show you care, always make me feel I be long. 

 

You’re patient when I’m foolish; you give guidance when I ask; 

It seems you can do most anything; you’ the master of every task. 

 

You’re a dependable source of comfort; you’re my cushion when I fall. 

You help in times of trouble; you support me whenever I call. 

 

I love you more than you know; you have my total respect. 

If I had a choice of mothers, you’d be the one I’d select. 

(Joanna Fuchs) 

WHEN WE PRAY     

“All the world starts changing; When the church starts praying; strongholds start to break ... 
 Oh, when we pray!  Prison walls start shaking, At the sound of praising, nothing stays the same 
 Oh, when we pray Oh, when we pray”  Lyrics by Tauren Wells 



Communications 
We are grateful for the time of service 
Paul Mills has had on the Council 
overseeing our communications.  
Paul’s term will be over as of the end 
of our church year, June 30, 2018, and 
we are looking for a leader-in-training 
to support this ministry.  This is a 
non-voting position that allows you an 
opportunity to grow and develop this 
vital area of growth for our congrega-
tion.  please consider this position. 

Children’s Ministry 

Teen Ministry 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES - 2018 
It takes many gifts of talent to serve in the roles that contribute to our worship services each Sunday morning.  Areas of service 
vary and cover a wide range of service times.  All Ministries offer training and guidance so that you can see these opportunities 
as not only an area of service, but an area where you can grow your faith and serve in gratitude.  We would love to have you join 
our team. If you are interested, please contact the church office or council member. 

Sunday Mornings 
Assisting Minister  Prayer Station 

Usher    Acolyte 

Altar Guild   Lector 

Altar Care    Counters 

Greeter    Welcome Center 

Audio/Visual 
Sound Technician 

Projection Ministry 

PowerPoint Creation 

Choir 
Adult vocal choir that practices on  

Wednesday evenings, at 7:30 p.m.,  

in the Sanctuary 

Praise Team 
The Praise Team leads wor-
ship at the 10:00 a.m. service 

Sunday mornings through 
instruments and vocals.  If you 
have a musical gift or if you 
would just like to worship our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, please 
consider this Ministry.  Re-
hearsal is Tuesday evenings at 
7:30 p.m. throughout the year. 

With a new Church year quickly approaching, we are looking for a few persons who would be avail-
able to support our ministries through leadership on our Congregational Council.  Our most imme-
diate need is for a Children’s Ministry Leader and members of our Endowment Fund Committee.  
In addition, we have a Council—Leader—in Training position as a Communications leader and for 
members of our Nominating Committee. 

Serving as a member of your Congregational Council is both individually rewarding and commu-
nally important to allow our Church to meet the needs of our Family of Faith and our Community.  
Time commitment varies, but our Congregational Council works diligently to ensure that we sup-
port one another and that we minimize the impact Council service has on your daily life and 
schedule. 

As a member of your Congregational Council you also have an opportunity to present your talents 
as a gift to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ … if you have a gift that fits one of the needs we are 
looking to fill, prayerfully consider taking a position on our Congregational Council.  Especially at 
this time of transition, the more voices and ideas that we gather together, the better for all who 
love St. John’s. 

Please reach out to any member of your Executive Committee for more information on the Congre-
gational Council or the available leadership positions. 

 

One for all and all for the Holy One! 

COUNCIL POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

“HERE I AM LORD” … MINISTRY SUPPORT  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE           Audra Goldstein 

The Parenting Christian Kids is now available!  
To access the newsletter go to the website under Children’s Ministry. 

Celebrating Easter - Easter Egg Hunt 

Audra Goldstein, Children’s Ministry Council Leader, will finish her term as of the end of our Church 
Year on June 30, 2018.  We thank Audra for the amazing job she has done during her three year 
term in guiding our Children’s Ministry to a wonderful place of worship for our young people.  We 
would like to have an opportunity to transition this Ministry to a new leader, if you are interested in 
joining Council and supporting our Children’s Ministry at this time of growth and development in 
faith for our children, please speak to Audra Goldstein or any member of our Congregational Council.   
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MISSION AND OUTREACH UPDATE     Sharon Hayes 

Baja Mission Trip 2018 
July 7th – 14th 

 
We welcome all High School youth, young adults and adults with a passion to 

serve to join us for our annual Baja Mission Trip.   
 

Be part of the change – Join us on Baja Mission 2018 
Sharon Hayes - St. John’s Baja Mission 2018 Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Baja Trip by Recycling Cans and Bottles! 
Thank you everyone who donates recyclable cans and plastic bottles!  The redemption amounts received 
help support our youth ministries.  Please continue to bring in your cans, and bottles and place them in 
the recycle bins in the Fellowship Hall.  Please contact Sharon Hayes if you could help in this area or if 
you have an abundance of recyclables. 

St. John’s Youth Car Wash Fund Raiser 
Ongoing 

Pinky’s Klassy Kar Wash & Detail Center 
300 E. 18th St., Antioch, CA 94509 

(925) 779-9274 
 

Pay for a full service wash valued at $27.99 or more and $6.00 will be donated to St. John’s Youth Minis-
tries.  Thank you everyone who contributed to this car wash fundraiser.  We received a check for $150.00 
toward our youth ministries!  Since this event was so successful, we decided to continue this fundraiser 
so swing by Pinky’s Car wash and tell your friends.  You don’t need to bring a flier, just say you are with 
the St. John’s Lutheran Church fundraiser. 

SUPPORT THE BAJA MISSION TRIP 



The Endowment Fund Committee is seeking applications for grants 
and scholarships for the 2018/2019 awarding of grants.  The grants 
and scholarships are awarded from part of the proceeds of our En-
dowment Fund each year and allows St. John’s to support those who 
may need financial support for ongoing community service or educa-
tion.  Grants can be submitted for support of capital improvement 
projects, community service or support of worship and music pro-
grams.  Scholarships are awarded for ongoing education in a college 

or trade school.  All grants and scholarship applications need to be submitted by Sunday, May 20, 
2018 and will be awarded at our Annual Congregational Meeting. 

Scholarships 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund is currently offering scholarships to stu-
dents, within the community, who have demonstrated financial aid need and will be a student in 
college or trade school in the Fall semester 2018. 

Before completing the application, please make sure you meet the following criteria: 

 A student who is entering or completing a program at a community college or trade school or 
will transfer to a four (4) year institution as a Junior for the Fall Semester 2018. 

 Demonstrated community service and involvement 
 Must have a financial need 

 
Grants 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Mission Endowment fund is currently offering grants to persons or 
organizations who make a direct impact to our congregation or our community and who have 
demonstrated financial need to continue their community involvement. 

Before completing the application, please make sure your request meet the following criteria: 

 Person or organization that provides direct support to our community 
 Have a need that is specific to capital improvement, community support or worship/music 
 Must have a financial need 
 
The Endowment Committee is also seeking members to support this growing and vital ministry at 
St. John’s.  The commitment is small but the rewards are outstanding.  Please pray about becom-
ing part of this team and making a significant difference in the lives of those who our endowment 
supports.  It can be a life changing opportunity for them … and for us. 
 
For more information on the Endowment Committee or to obtain applications for grants and/or 
scholarships, please see Meghan Walsh, Peter Norlander or Bobbie Crossland. 
 

On behalf of your Endowment Fund Committee 

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 
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OUR FAMILY OF FAITH—EASTER SUNDAY 

All photos by Photography by Brooke—to see more or to purchase photos, please reach out to your Church Council. 
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Eva Goplen   5/4 
Irene Swann   5/4 
Joyce Taylor   5/4 
Rose Dias   5/6 
Kirby Hayes   5/6 
Len Marsh   5/7 
Ada Lindborg   5/10 
Ruth Dobler   5/10 
Betty Dalke   5/12 

Steve Ramirez  5/12 
Pat Person   5/13 
Brian Santos   5/15 
Chuck Keller   5/24 
Aylin Reyes   5/26 
Alexander Hoffmann   5/27 
Corey Sater   5/28 
Anthony York   5/29 
Tyler Fuchs   5/29 

The Faithful Times                           Page 11 

ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAY’S  

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lori Eickmann 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

Office Address:  
1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 

Telephone: (925) 757-3070 
Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Spring Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Family Worship 

Peter & Therese Norlander  5/3 
Brandon & Allison Coburn  5/4 
Barry & Sharon Sterud  5/10 
Martin & Sara Hoffmann  5/14 
Gale & Barbara Martin  5/22 

REMINDERS 


