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As the world prepares for earth day on April 22, 2018,may we recall the grandeur and 
beauty of God’s creation. A creation that He entrusted all of us to care for. 

 
CREATION POEM 

Contributed by DLTK’s Bible Poems 
DAY ONE BROUGHT HEAVEN EARTH AND LIGHT. 

IT MUST HAVE BEEN SO VERY BRIGHT! 
 

DAY TWO GOD MADE THE CLEAR BLUE SKY. 
A PLACE FOR MANY BIRDS TO FLY. 

 
DAY THREE BROUGHT LAND APART FROM SEAS. 

WITH ALL THE PLANTS, GRASS AND TREES. 
 

DAY FOUR SHONE FORTH MOON, STARS AND SUN. 
THE WORK OF GOD WAS NOT YET DONE. 

 
DAY FIVE WE SEE THE FISH AND BIRDS. 

GOD DID ALL OF THIS WITH JUST HIS WORDS. 
 

DAY SIX GOD FORMED ALL BEATS AND MAN 
TO FINISH HIS CREATION PLAN. 

 
DAY SEVEN WAS ESPECIALLY BLESSED 

A DAY FOR WORSHIP AND FOR REST. 
 

Genesis 2:15 –  
“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden  

to serve it and to guard and protect it.” 
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COUNCIL CORNER        Church Council 
He is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!   

May the glorious Resurrection of our Lord and Savior move in your hearts! 
May the hope of this day bring you joy! 

 
Your Church Council continues to work diligently toward the day when our new Interim Pastor, Lori 
Eichmann joins us to lead us to a Call Committee and ultimately to the call of a Senior Pastor.  In the 
meantime, please continue to seek out those whose gifts to our Lord and Savior are continuing to help us 
move forward in our Congregation, our Community and the World and give them a word of encourage-
ment and thanks for their dedication to seeing us through this time of transition.  May we continue to be 
moved to share our faith story with others and to be a place that loves without measure and accepts all 
humankind with love and compassion. 
Here are some updates from our recent Council meeting(s): 
Annual Meeting.  The Annual Congregational Meeting has been set for Saturday, June 9, 2018.  As we 
prepare for the meeting, note that we will have a couple of terms come up this year and will be looking 
for those who may have an interest in serving on the Council.  If you have always wanted to be a part of 
this active ministry here at St. John’s, now is your chance.  More information on available ministry seats 
will be presented shortly. 
Facility Use Agreement.  A member of our community reached out to us to use our facility for a funer-
al.  It was such a blessing to us to be able to be available to support them through their time of grief.  
Please pray for this family as they go through this loss.  Our thanks to John Klokkenga, Magic Jaquez 
and our Property Team for their assistance in this event.  The family was extremely grateful and felt 
that they were treated like “family”. 
Interim Minister.  After some work, we can officially say that all papers have been executed and our 
interim minister will begin on May 1, 2018.  Pastor Lori’s first worship service will be Sunday, May 6, 
2018—mark your calendars to be here and welcome her to our family of faith. 
Social Media.  It was decided that we will use the same vendor who hosts our Website to assist us in 
having a larger presence on Social Media.  Trying to manage a social media account, like “Facebook”, is a 
full time job and it was agreed that having someone manage this responsibility on our behalf would be 
beneficial to our Congregation and our Community. 
Financial Report.  Our treasurer, Dee Goldstein, reported that we have leveled out in our giving.  We 
have not increased, but we have come to a place where we now know what the “new normal” is and can 
plan our budget for the upcoming year accordingly.  Our budget meeting will be held on April 22, 2018. 
Life Safety Plan.  The Council voted to approve amendments to our life safety plan.  After our success-
ful first ever “fire drill” - well, successful in the fact that we made it through (smiles), our Property Team 
of Scott Sorenson and Pati Scheu, adjusted some of our procedures.  We will continue to update you as 
we work through our safety plans. 
Mission Endowment Committee.  Our Mission Endowment Committee needs assistance, please pray 
about whether you can be the one to help.  The time commitment is minimal and the rewards are great.  
Not only are you helping out our congregation, but you get to provide financial gifts to students (and oth-
ers) in need. 
Crab Feed.  Our Crab Feed continues to move forward.  This is a joint effort between many of our min-
istries and the support of our Congregation.   Many of you may have attended crab fees in the past, and 
you know that, for the most part, it is not about those of us who wish to go and “eat crab”, but about how 
this can be an invitation to our community, to those in our circle of relationships, to come and know us 
and to understand who St. John’s is.  Though this is focused on allowing us to raise needed funds for our 
ministries, it is so much more than that … this is community outreach at its best and it can only be that, 
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if all of us work together to share an invitation, to point someone to our website, to encourage someone 
to join us.  We encourage you to see this as that “casual gathering” that allows people to come and know 
us, come to know Christ, through a nonthreatening, communal event. 
Special recognition to our Youth Ministry, led by Mary Soliz, which has started its outreach and men-
toring of our young people.  What a beautiful testament to the spirit of St. John’s to open the doors to 
this ministry and welcome in young people who are yearning to hear the word of God.  This vital minis-
try is still in need of volunteers to mentor and teach, please pray about how you might be able to help, 
and reach out to Mary.  Remember, if you feel that this is not something you can do alone, grab a friend 
and mentor together … we all have something wonderful to offer to our youth. 
As a Council we are blessed to be part of such a loving Congregation and we thank you for continuing to 
come to Worship, participate in events, and share your faith with all who come through our doors … our 
strength has and always will be the love we share with one another and with all whom we encounter. 
In faithfulness to He who provides all, 
Your Church Council 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE          Audra Goldstein/Eileene Blue 

The Parenting Christian Kids is now available!  
To access the newsletter go to the website under Children’s Ministry. 

The Interim Pastor & Our Congregation 

Please welcome Pastor Lori Eichmann to our family of faith. 
Official Start Date—May 1, 2018. 

First Worship Service—May 6, 2018 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR 
Eileene Blue, our Children’s Ministry Director, has given notice and will be moving on to new adven-
tures in her life.  We thank Eileene for her enthusiasm for our Children and her faith in our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  Eileene brought many new ideas to our Children’s Ministry that we will continue 
to incorporate and use to support our children and families.  Eileene’s last day with the Sunday School is 
Sunday, April 1,2018.  Please take a moment to thank her for her time with us here at St. John’s. 



STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 
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WE PRAY FOR... 

 
We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military:   
 
Ashley Cornell, Robert Beasy, Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Andrew Straubaugh, Francis Turner, 
and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for our community and our world that all may come to know the love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
At this time where we celebrate the Resurrection, we ask that we are moved to reach out to those who don’t know 
Him to introduce them to His grace and mercy.  We take this opportunity to pray for the creation entrusted to us, 
for justice and equality to reign in our land, and for peace among all nations.  We give thanks for all those who 
serve, teach and guide one another, entrusting all into your hands. 

Bonnie Battey   Conchita Soliz  
Ron Enger    Irene Swann 
Rhonda Faust   Max & Mary Wheeler 
Gary & Olivia Lake   Harry & Diane Wulf 
 

And the families and friends who mourn May 3 

Contact:. 
Marilyn Norman at (925) 354-7816       Hal Norman at (925) 683-6981 

Lynn Ferguson (925)207-7779 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH UPDATE     Sharon Hayes 

Baja Mission Trip 2018 
July 7th – 14th 

 
We welcome all High School youth, young adults and adults with a passion to 
serve to join us for our annual Baja Mission Trip.   
 

  Be part of the change – Join us on Baja Mission 2018 
Sharon Hayes - St. John’s Baja Mission 2018 Chair 

 
 
 
 
 

Support the Baja Trip by Recycling Cans and Bottles! 
Thank you everyone who donates recyclable cans and plastic bottles!  The redemption amounts received 
help support our youth ministries.  Please continue to bring in your cans, and bottles and place them in 
the recycle bins in the Fellowship Hall.  Please contact Sharon Hayes if you could help in this area or if 
you have an abundance of recyclables. 

St. John’s Youth Car Wash Fund Raiser 
Ongoing 

Pinky’s Klassy Kar Wash & Detail Center 
300 E. 18th St., Antioch, CA 94509, 

(925) 779-9274 
Pay for a full service wash valued at $27.99 or more and $6.00 will be donated to St. 

John’s Youth Ministries.  Thank you everyone who contributed to this car wash fundraiser.  We received 
a check for $150.00 toward our youth ministries!  Since this event was so successful, we decided to con-
tinue this fundraiser so swing by Pinky’s Car wash and tell your friends.  You don’t need to bring a flier, 
just say you are with the St. John’s Lutheran Church fundraiser. 
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ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
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ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 

Teen Ministry 
• Volunteers needed beginning in March 
• Flexible schedule -   - Structured Bible study one Sunday a month   - Life Skills one time only opportunities Contact Mary or Manny Soliz for more information. 

SEEKING COUNTERS!!! 
Effective May 6, 2018 

We are in need of 1-2 volunteers to count the offering and make the bank deposit 
on the first Sunday of each month.  Training will be provided.  If interested, please 

contact Bobbie Crossland at (925) 978-3449 or email beecross@att.net. 

GREETINGS FROM IDAHO 

It is with great joy that I share I will become a deacon in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  I've accepted a call to serve as Peace Camp Coordinator in Nam-
pa, Idaho. Peace Camp is an ecumenical week long day camp for elementary to middle 
school youth held July 30-August 3, 2018.  This call came through the Eastern Wash-
ington-Idaho Synod, one of the partner churches in Peace Camp is Trinity Lutheran, 
Nampa. My consecration as a deacon is Sunday, April 29th during closing worship at 

the Synod Assembly. My installation will be Saturday, May 5th at 4 pm at Trinity Lutheran, Nampa.  
Nampa is right next door to Meridian where we live. I will be working with several churches to plan the 
camp and my office will be at Trinity Lutheran.  
 
This call is part time, 15 hours a week, so I can continue my ministry involvements at Hope Lutheran, 
Eagle, where Glenn and I are members. This call to serve as a Deacon will use all the experiences I had 
at St. John's, including Stephen Ministry and Kid's Club. As you know, I waited 9 years for a call and 
St. John's supported and affirmed me as I was waiting and serving. We moved to Idaho trusting that 
God would guide me into service in a new place. Please pray for me as I enter into this new role, espe-
cially on Sunday, April 29th, and Saturday, May 5th. Glenn and I still miss everyone and think of you 
often. When we come back for a visit, probably later this year, we will let you know.   
 
Diane McGeoch 
Soon to be a Deacon in the ELCA 

Sunday Morning Flowers 

Please sign up to purchase flowers for the altar.  Flowers can be made in memory 
of or on behalf of someone you love.  The sign up sheet is located in the narthex, 
or you may call the church office.  The cost is $25.00 per week and you may take 

the beautiful flowers home.  For more information contact Connie Pfahl. 



Olivia Lake   4/4 
Shana Andelin  4/5 
Dave Goplen   4/6 
Peter Norlander  4/9 
Jim Halverson  4/10 
Eloise Enger   4/13 
Jamie Slinde   4/17 
Alaya Farrington  4/17 

Mary Wheeler  4/18 
Sherrie Downie  4/18 
Diana Nunnenkamp  4/19 
Bill Dietz   4/25 
Krista Eddy   4/26 
Gary Lake   4/29 
Cesar Chacon   4/29 
Sally Devine   4/30 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAY’S 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Michael Jeffrey 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Children’s Ministry Director: Eileene Blue 

Email: youth@stjohnsantioch.org 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

Office Address:  
1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 

Telephone: (925) 757-3070 
Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Family Worship 

Moacir Santos & Cynthia Nizar  4/3 
Max & Mary Wheeler   4/15 
Bob & Liz Hall    4/16 
Jonathan & Stephannie Rehana  4/28 
Hal & Marilyn Norman   4/30 

Earth Day 
April 22 

Reuse 
 Reduce 
  Recycle 
   Replenish 
    Restore 


