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Living, He loved me, Dying, He saved me 
Buried, He carried my sins far away 

Rising, He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming, Oh Glorious Day! 

“Glorious Day” - by Casting Crowns 

Join St. John’s Lutheran Church as we travel as Christ traveled, through His ministry, His         
triumphant Entry into Jerusalem, His last supper, His trial, His sacrifice, His death and His      

Glorious Resurrection.  As a family of faith we reflect on that which has been given to us through 
His life and death and celebrate with all people the gift of salvation. 

Be a part of this journey by joining us: 
Lenten Services, Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Palm Sunday, March 25—8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday, Thursday, March 29—7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, Friday, March 30—7:00 p.m. 
and 

Easter Sunday, April 1—8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
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COUNCIL CORNER        Curch Council 

These have been both difficult and exciting times for your Council.  Working through the decreasing fi-
nancial numbers while interviewing for an interim Pastor has required much dedication and prayerful 
reflection from the entire Council team.  There have been additional meetings, phone conferences and 
significant commitment of time.  We ask that you continue to pray for your Council and support their 
Ministry work as you are able. 
 
Updates from our February 13 Council Meeting: 
 
Worship Services.  Worship Services continue to move beautifully through this season of Lent, thanks 
in large part to the Worship and Music team and our Office Administrator, Jo Ann Stein.  Our thanks 
for all their efforts.  Also, our Soup Suppers are moving forward with the support of Sherrie Downie.  
Please come and join us on Wednesdays to walk with Jesus as He makes His way to the Cross and be a 
part of the message of hope His life provides.  Postcards are available with Lenten Service information 
should you wish to invite a friend or neighbor. 
 
Holy Week.  Holy Week is right around the corner, with the glorious celebration of the Resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to be held Easter  morning, April 1, 2018.  Mark your calendars today 
so you don’t miss it!!  We know that the Choir and Praise Team have beautiful music planned and Pastor 
Jeffrey will move us with his words.  The most beautiful day of the year—be a part of it.   
 
Work Party.  Are you into sprucing up?  Great!  Join us for our property work party on March 17!  Help 
us get ready for Holy Week, Easter and to welcome our new interim pastor!  There is a job for everyone 
… we’ll find the one that is just right for you, so please come and join us. 
 
Crab Feed.  Our upcoming Crab Feed serves many purposes—first and foremost it is an outreach into 
our Community.  In a recent Council Retreat, we learned that the best way to introduce Christ to some-
one who is yet to know Him, is to meet that person where they are and allow them to see Christ’s light in 
you and in our community of faith.  In our Crab Feed, we are able to reach all those people who love to 
eat … who spend the crab season going from crab feed to crab feed to enjoy this sea food delight … to 
meet them and to shine our light as we gather together for something as simple as a meal.  Secondly, the 
proceeds from the Crab Feed will be split between the participating ministries so that, as we make our 
way through the changes in our budget, our ministries can continue to support St. John’s and our new 
Interim Pastor.  Buy a ticket for yourself, or encourage someone else to go to our website, or to come to 
the church office and purchase a ticket.  We hope to see all of you there shining your light and meeting 
people where they are. 

 
I am the light of the world, follow me, I am the light of the world, follow me 
I am the light of the world, follow me, I’ll show you things you’ve never seen 

(VBS Song:  “Follow Me”) 
 
Baja Mission Trip.  By the time you read this, our Baja Mission Dinner will have been held.  The Baja 
Mission team is working overtime to ensure that it is a wonderful event for everyone.  Plan to join us for 
Easter Breakfast and a free will offering to continue the efforts of our Baja Mission Trip. 
 
Youth.  Soon we will be introducing you to our new youth program, “Sunday Rhythm”.  Sunday Rhythm 
will be a multifaceted program for youth, Middle School through High School, and will feature different 
programming that integrates all ages into this vital ministry.  If you have a gift that you wish to share, 
keep your eyes and ears open for more information from our youth team. 
 
Audio Visual.  Imagine what Worship Service would be like if you could not clearly hear the Word, or 
not be able to follow the Psalms or the music?  Audio Visual plays an integral and important part into 



COUNCIL CORNER        (continued) 
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each and every Worship Service.  Whether Sunday Morning, Wednesday Evening or special events, Au-
dio Visual provides just that … audio and visual.  It may look daunting and challenging, but it is actual-
ly very easy to learn, and we encourage you to take a tour of the AV Booth and talk to John or any mem-
ber of the AV team about how you can help.  

 

On behalf of your Church Council, we wish you times of reflection during this Lenten season and we look 
for ward to celebrating with you on Easter Morning as the hallelujahs return and we rejoice that           
He is Risen! 



Town Hall Meeting Update       Church Council 
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Town Hall Meeting Update—Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Town Hall Meeting—what loving energy and great ques-
tions.  It always lifts the heart to see our Fellowship Hall filled with love for our Lord and Savior and our 
family of faith. 
 
It’s official, we are happy to welcome Pastor Lori Eickmann to St. John’s as our Interim Pastor.  Pastor 
Lori will start with us on May 1, 2018.  Lori brings a significant amount of interim experience to St. 
John’s, having served in 8 Congregations of similar size, bringing them all to a successful call process.  
Pastor Lori will be serving St. John’s in a 3/4 time position which is 40 hours a week.  This time will in-
clude limited office hours, pastoral care, meetings and ministry support and presiding at Worship Ser-
vices and special events.  We feel blessed to have Pastor Lori join us. 
 
As to blessings, what a blessing Pastor Michael Jeffrey continues to be to our Congregation.  We send 
prayers of gratitude for his warm heart, faithful spirit and thought-provoking, yet often humorous, Sun-
day morning sermons.  Pastor Jeffrey will continue in this transitional role through the end of April.  
Please take a moment to give Pastor Jeffrey a hug and thank you the next time you see him. 

 
The down turn in our financial giving was a significant area of discussion.  As with 
all things, even our finances ebb and flow, and this is a time where the ebb has 
caused us to make some difficult financial decisions.  But, we can band together as 
a family to support St. John’s in its Mission and to be as strong in our financial 
forecast as we are in our loving, faithful hearts.  If we look at the $4,000 figure that 
our treasurer, Dee Goldstein, mentioned was the approximate difference in giving, 
it would be about $40.00 a month, per household.  Perhaps you haven’t started giv-
ing yet—what a wonderful time to start with just a small $40.00 a month gift.  Or 
perhaps you are a dedicated giving member, could you consider an additional 
$40.00 a month?  During this time of lent, we talk often about what we can “give 
up” to show our faith—is there something you treat yourself to monthly, that in-
stead could be a $40.00 gift to St. John’s?.  Many things to think about, and each 
family/each household, will have to make their own decision, as a Council we ask 
that you pray on it and see what you can do to help us stabilize our budget for the 
year to come.  If at anytime you would like more information on our financial sta-
tus or budget, reach out to Dee Goldstein, she is happy to provide additional sup-
porting documentation or ask any questions.  Oh, and while you’re asking her 
questions, give her a big thank you hug too! 
 

We will continue to update and provide more information as this transition period moves forward and we 
offer prayers of Thanksgiving for the blessings that have already come our way through our family of 
faith that has stepped up to do so many extra things and to our new interim pastor who worked so lov-
ingly to come to agreement with us. 
 



The Interim Pastor & Our Congregation    Church Council 
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Interim Pastor & The Congregation: 
As we move into these final stages of confirming an Agreement with Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann, it 
is important that we work together as a family to welcome Pastor Lori and commit to working with 
her to meet the needs of our Congregation. 

During this process, your Council was asked to complete assessment forms that Pastor Lori will use 
to direct support of our Congregation in association with meeting with Congregational members in 
groups and individually to understand where we came from and who we are as a Congregation.  All 
of this information will be gathered together to formulate a Call Committee and ultimately lead us to 
call the new permanent Pastor for our Congregation. 

With that, we have our own responsibilities as a Congregation to support her and to provide honest 
feedback.  Feedback that is for the benefit of the Congregation and our community as a whole. In 
addition, the Council will execute the Interim Pastor Agreement on behalf of the Congregation and 
commit to many terms of administrative, spiritual and financial support for Pastor Lori.  You, as a 
member of this Congregation, will be asked to prayerfully commit to the following: 

The Congregation will: 

A.  Commit to the Gospel by faithful participation in worship, learning, and fellowship activities. 

B.  Support the ministry of the Congregation through service and gifts. 

C.  Accept the Interim Pastor, uphold her in prayer, and accord her love, respect, and good will. 

D.  Expect the Interim Pastor to preside at baptisms, celebrations of Holy Communion, and other 
rites of the church. 

E.  Agree that the Interim Pastor will not be considered for regular call to this Congregation. 

It is important that we stay committed to one another and to our family of faith during this transition 
time and also to see this as an opportunity to welcome people into the embrace of our Lord and 
Savior and this home that we call St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Additional information on Pastor Lori and her family will be forthcoming in upcoming newsletters and 
other forms of communication.  Stay tuned and pray regularly for our Congregation and our commu-
nity. 



STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 
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Contact: Marilyn Norman, Hal Norman, Lynn Ferguson  
Marilyn Hal Lynn 

Bill 

Carol 

Brenda 

Shana Inga Pat 

Barbara 
Loretta 

Bob 
Sharon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military:   
 
Ashley Cornell, Robert Beasy, Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Andrew Straubaugh, Francis Turner, 
and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for those affected by tragedy and those who feel misplaced and broken, that all may be healed.  May the 
peace and comfort of a faithful and loving Father provide strength and encouragement during times of stress and 
sorrow.  We pray that as we prepare to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior that all who are yet to 
know Him are invited to join in a celebration, are told the events of that day, and come to know Him as we are 
blessed to know of His love. 
 
Please Note: You may send cards and letters to Mr. Keith E. Dawson at 3801 Roberts Rd., Ceres, CA 95307 or call 
209-491-0674.   

Ron Enger    Conchita Soliz 
Gary & Olivia Lake   Irene Swann  
Perney Penrose   Max & Mary Wheeler 
Robert Reed    Harry Diane Wulf 

 
And the families and friends who mourn 

Your Stephen Ministers Are There For You.  You Are Not Alone 

WE PRAY FOR... 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH UPDATE     Sharon Hayes 

Baja Mission Trip 2018 
July 7th – 14th 

 
We welcome all High School youth, young adults and adults with a passion to 
serve to join us for our annual Baja Mission Trip.   
 

  Be part of the change – Join us on Baja Mission 2018 
Sharon Hayes - St. John’s Baja Mission 2018 Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Baja Trip by Recycling Cans and Bottles! 
Thank you everyone who donates recyclable cans and plastic bottles!  The redemption amounts received 
help support our youth ministries.  Please continue to bring in your cans, and bottles and place them in 
the recycle bins in the Fellowship Hall.  Please contact Sharon Hayes if you could help in this area or if 
you have an abundance of recyclables. 

St. John’s Youth Car Wash Fund Raiser 
Ongoing 

Pinky’s Klassy Kar Wash & Detail Center 
300 E. 18th St., Antioch, CA 94509, 

(925) 779-9274 
Pay for a full service wash valued at $27.99 or more and $6.00 will be donated to St. 

John’s Youth Ministries.  Thank you everyone who contributed to this car wash fundraiser.  We received 
a check for $150.00 toward our youth ministries!  Since this event was so successful, we decided to con-
tinue this fundraiser so swing by Pinky’s Car wash and tell your friends.  You don’t need to bring a flier, 
just say you are with the St. John’s Lutheran Church fundraiser. 

EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST 
9:00-10:00 a.m. (between services) 

Egg Dish Potluck 
Coffee, Juice, Bacon and Pancakes will be provided 

Freewill offering accepted 
Breakfast will be served by Baja Mission 2018 Team. 
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ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 
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Day Timer’s Bible Study 

Monday's 10:-11:00 a.m.,  

church office, Classroom #1. 

Join us as we study the book of St. Luke. 

Women’s Bible Study 

Monday Evenings 

7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall. 

Come dig into these ancient words that have significant meaning for our lives today. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

March 11, 2:00 am 

Bee Ready For Action 

Help Clean-Up Our Church 

Church Work Party 

March 17, 9:00 a.m. 

Contact Scott Sorenson for more information. 

Teen Ministry 
 Volunteers needed beginning in March 
 Flexible schedule - 
  - Structured Bible study one Sunday a month 
  - Life Skills one time only opportunities 
Contact Mary or Manny Soliz for more information. 
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SAVE THE DATE 



Clifford Rose   3/2 
Stephannie Rehana  3/2 
Stephan Hinkle  3/3 
Kenneth Gann  3/3 
Loretta Heyd   3/3 
Deborah Allison  3/5 
Carol Slinde   3/6 
Shirley Keller   3/7 
Kathy Ramirez  3/10 
Alfred Seaforth  3/11 
Perney Penrose  3/11 
Greta Grimes   3/12 
Angela Faust   3/14 

Bob Nielsen   3/15 
Jody Jeffrey   3/17 
Kaitlyn Johnson  3/18 
Madison Downie  3/18 
Keith Knapp   3/18 
Faith Andelin   3/20 
Ronald Lee   3/22 
Meghann Harrington  3/24 
Brooke Farrington  3/26 
Danika Goldstein  3/27 
Jerry Ellingson  3/28 
Brien Devine   3/29 
Justin Downie  3/30 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAY’S  

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Michael Jeffrey 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Children’s Ministry Director: Eileene Blue 

Email: youth@stjohnsantioch.org 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

Office Address:  
1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 

Telephone: (925) 757-3070 
Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Family Worship 

Blamasee & Famang Dorley  3/14 
Andres & Rhonda Faust  3/14 
Steve & Kathy Ramirez  3/16 
Craig & Perney Penrose  3/21 


