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What Can I Do To Help?  The number one queson the Council receives from the Congregaon during this me of transion is, “what can I do to help”, and the answer is simple … show up, parcipate, give of your talents and treasurers, keep the spirit of community and faith alive at St. John’s.   The biggest concern of any congregaon going through a transion is loss of family, friends who feel that this is a me to “take off” from worship, but it is the most important me to come and worship with us.  Not only for yourself and for our community of faith, but for the incoming interim pastor and, ulmately, the senior pastor that we call.  For the interim pastor, they will want to know that we have an acve, vibrant communi-ty a faith community that will be able to help define our direcon and path to a new senior pastor.  For the called, senior pastor, they will want to know that the church thrives on a commitment to worshiping our Lord and Savior and spreading His grace throughout His kingdom.  We can only reflect that by connuing to be a congregaon that has a strong, healthy heartbeat.  Every Ministry Leader, every Ministry member, is working diligently to keep our Congregaon’s heart beang.  In addion, we have put in place a wonderful min-ister, Pastor Mike, whose humor and faith resonates through the Sanctuary on Sunday morning—we are here as a loving, praying, singing community.  It is obvious that our a2endance is diminishing, and although it can be expected in many congregaons, it was not expected in ours, because our strength is our love and commitment to our Lord and Savior and to one another.  We invite you to join us at this me of growth;  allow those who are called to guide us, to understand and experience the spirit of St. John’s in its full unity and commitment.  Imagine that mustard seed.  Will we be the rocky ground or the rich soil?  Come, be watered and nourished, and allow your faith to be planted in that rich soil that blooms beaufully for all to see.  So the number one queson the Council now has for the Congregaon:  What will you do to help?  We pray that you will be here and invite others to join you in this beauful journey and to be filled with the love of Christ that enriches our lives.  With prayers of gratude that we are part of such a beauful place, lÉâÜ V{âÜv{ VÉâÇv|Ä 
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COUNCIL CORNER        Wendy Shearer 

February:  The month of love!  Or Football!  Or the love of football!  It was recently reported that more 
people celebrate the Super Bowl then they do Thanksgiving.  A recent survey showed that more Ameri-
can will watch the Super Bowl then go to church … and that is the same statistic for every weekend dur-
ing football season.  In general, Americans will spend six hours watching football each Sunday … but 
don’t make time for one hour of attending church.  What does that say about love?  We encourage every-
one to come and visit St. John’s—on Super Bowl Sunday, and each Sunday—to worship and celebrate the 
love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  If it helps, you are welcome to wear your team jersey at any 
time! 
 
The Church Council continues to work diligently on the transition process and the hiring of an interim 
pastor.  Interviews are complete and the Council is evaluating the administrative portion of making an 
offer to a candidate.  As we come ever closer to making a decision on an interim pastor, we will provide 
updates to the Congregation.  In the meantime, continue to offer prayers of gratitude for all who have 
stepped up to help in this transition period, including:  Stephen Ministers, Pastor Mike Jeffrey, Bill 
Dietz, Jo Ann Stein and all of the other ministries who have a hand behind the scene is not only keeping 
St. John’s moving, but moving it forward, with unique opportunities for community outreach and wor-
ship.  Our thanks to all. 
 
The next few weeks we will be focused on Safety.  We are sure many of you know that safety should al-
ways come first, in your home, your job, your commute … and even in your church.  As such, our Proper-
ty/Safety team, has put together some valuable training for our employees and our congregational mem-
bers.  On Sunday, January 28, we will be hosting our first ever safety drill—knowing where our exit 
routes are, knowing who your safety leaders are … are important steps should there be a concern at any 
time at our church.  We encourage every one to participate. 
 
You will see a little red crab dancing about in your email, website, ministry announcements, it is our  
way of letting you know that we are hosting our first ever Crab Feed on April 21, 2018.  More details are 
coming—but be sure to add this to your calendar.  It will not only be great fun for all who attend, but a 
wonderful opportunity to introduce ourselves to our community in a casual setting. 
 
Because there are so many wonderful things going on here at St. John’s, we wanted to add a “mark your 
calendar” section this month … we have so many people on the council that have a passion for seeing St. 
John’s be the light in the darkness, to be a beacon to call people to a safe,  loving, active community so 
that all can come to know the goodness and grace of our Lord and Savior.  Please support your ministry 
leaders with a helping hand, but most importantly by sharing with others and participating where you 
are able. 
 

January 20, 2018 (10:30 a.m.) – Acolyte Training (all ages welcome) 
January 28, 2018 (11:30 a.m.) – Hazmad Training  

January 28, 2018 (both services) – Safety Drill 
January 29, 2018 (3:00 p.m.) – Hazmad Training 

January 29, 2018 (6:00 p.m.) - Crab Feed Planning Meeting 
February 13, 2018 (6:00 p.m.) – Council Meeting 

February 14, 2018 (7:00 p.m.) – Ash Wednesday Services 
February 21-28, 2018 (6/7:00 p.m.) – Soup Supper and Lenten Services 

 
(see next page for continuation of important dates) 
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WE PRAY FOR... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military:  Ashley Cornell, Robert Beasy, 
Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Andrew Straubaugh, Francis Turner, and Crystal Wil-
liams. 
 
We pray for those who are seeking to find Christ in their lives.  That they may be drawn to His embrace 
through the sharing of our own stories of faith and hope.  May we continue to find opportunities to serve 
in His name and to be his hands and heart in our community and our world.  We pray for those strug-
gling with hardship and sorrow, praying that during this time of struggle they draw ever close to God. 

Ron Enger    Conchita Soliz 
Jo An Pfahl    Max & Mary Wheeler 
Gary & Olivia Lake   Harry Diane Wulf 
Irene Swann 

 
And the families and friends who mourn 

Geri Coley 
Nate Floris 

Ingrid Magnuson 

Continuation—Important Dates 
 

February 24, 2018 (5:30 p.m.) – Baja Mission Trip Concert/Dinner  
March 25, 2018 – Palm Sunday 

April 1, 2018 – Easter 
April 21, 2018 – Crab Feed 

July 7-14, 2018 – Baja Mission Trip 
August 7, 2018 – Nationwide “Night Out”/Community Gifting 

 
If you have questions or would like to see full minutes of our Council meeting, they are kept in the 
Church Administrative Office. 
 
With prayers of thanksgiving, 
Your Church Council 

On behalf of the families of Geri Coley and Elwood Jensen, we would like to thank all who 
provided meals during our mom’s illness.  Both mom and Elwood appreciated the visits, 

thoughts and prayers from everyone in their church community. 
 

Mike Rasmussen, Charlie and Kathie Koch, Sherley Foti and Mike Jensen 

THANK YOU 



STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 
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Confidentiality !!!! 
Confidentiality is a cornerstone of Stephen Ministry. It is absolutely essential for 
building safe caring relationships . 

 
Stephen Ministers don’t reveal what their care receivers have shared with them. Not to pas-
tors…...Not to Stephen Lead- ers….. Not to their spouses or friends…. 
And not to other Stephen Minis- ters..  
 
Care receivers need complete trust in their Stephen Minister. They need 
complete assurance that their innermost  thoughts & feeling will not be-
come fodder for the gossip mon- gers. 
 
Care Receivers need a safe place where they can risk sharing their most painful issues, prob-
lems they might not even share with close friends or family. 
 
They can have complete anonymity. If they don’t want anyone to even know they have a Ste-
phen Minister, nobody will ever know. 
 . 
If you or someone you know would benefit from a confidential, safe place to share your inner-
most thoughts, as you work your way through a tough situation, consider asking for the help of 
a  Stephen Minister.  
 
A Stephen Minister can be as close as telephone call away. Contact any of your Stephen Lead-
ers or Stephen Ministers to start the ball rolling. 
 
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.            John 15:12 

St John’s Lutheran Church Stephen Ministry 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH UPDATE       Sharon Hayes 

Baja Mission Trip 2018 
July 7th – 14th 

 
We welcome all High School youth, young adults and adults with a passion to 
serve to join us for our annual Baja Mission Trip.   
 

Last year we had twelve participants from St. John’s Lutheran Church and met up with three other 
churches  in Chula Vista , California  for a total of 50 participants in our group going to serve in Baja, 
Mexico.   
 
The Baja Mission team, is a 501(c) (3) non profit organization, known as Inalienable, under the lead-
ership of Arturo Rodriquez.  Inalienable generates a continuous presence and interaction within the 
migrant worker families in the agricultural communities of the Baja region south of Ensenada. 
 
In addition to leading the annual mission team, they reach out to families and children in the       
community with the Birth Certificate project.  More recently they are widening their focus on the 
worldwide migrant communities as further defined on their website, www.inalienable.com.   
 

  Be part of the change – Join us on Baja Mission 2018 
 
Sharon Hayes - St. John’s Baja Mission 2018 Chair 

Baja Mission Trip 2018 
July 7-14, 2018 

Save the date.  
For more information contact Sharon Hayes or Lynn Ferguson. 

  A Baja Mission Fundraiser  
  Dinner & Entertainment 
  Saturday, February 24th 
  5:30 PM (Dinner) 
  Concert following dinner. 

 
Tickets are available in the Fellowship Hall or you may contact Sharon 

Hayes, Lynn Ferguson, or Sherrie Downie. 
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ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE          Audra Goldstein/Eileene Blue 

Altar Flowers 
Do you or a loved one have a special anniversary, birthday, graduation or other mile-
stone you wish to celebrate?  You can celebrate that milestone by purchasing altar flow-
ers.  The cost for altar flowers is $25.00 and the flowers are yours to enjoy after the sec-
ond service.  You may also honor milestones, by giving a gift to our Endowment Fund in 
memory of or to honor someone special.  All Endowment Fund gifts on behalf of a per-
son or milestone will be noted in the bulletin on the Sunday chosen.  If you wish to par-
ticipate, please place your check in the offering plate and indicate in the memo section 
“Flowers” with the Sunday date.  You can also purchase flowers through Simply Giving.  

Day Timer’s Bible Study 
Monday's 10:-11:00 a.m.,  
church office, Classroom #1. 
Join us as we study the book of St. Luke. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Monday Evenings 
7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall. 
Come dig into these ancient words that have significant meaning for our lives today. 

Food Pantry 
St. John’s continues to support the food pantry at the Agape International Christian 
Ministries, located at 605 West Madill St., Madill St., Antioch.  Each week AICM 
provides food to serve local families in need. Please place your donations in the blue 
plastic bin located in the Fellowship Hall. 

 The February 2018 issue of Parenting Christian Kids is now available! To access the newsletter go to the website under Children’s Ministry.    Highlights of this new issue include: Exploring the power of a name  A review of new books, movies, and apps February’s monthly Sunday School activity calendar  
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ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 
St. John's Lutheran Church presents 

GUEMMER & MYERS TRIO 
In Concert 

 

 
 

February 24, 2018 
Concert 6:30 p.m. 
Dinner 5:30 p.m. 

Contact: Sharon Hayes or Lynn Ferguson 

 

1360 E. Tregallas Road 
Antioch, CA 94509 

925-757-3070 
office@stjohnsantioch.org 



Andrew Faust  2/1 
Meghan Walsh  2/2 
Lorelei Sater   2/2 
Ulli Stephens   2/2 
Josiah Eddings  2/3 
Manuel Soliz   2/4 
Corey Wolff   2/5 
Bernadette Viaan  2/9 
Liz Hall   2/11 
Tom Koehne   2/11 
Dagny Sigurjonsdottir 2/13 

Harry Wulf   2/14 
Leesieh Dorley  2/15 
Pati Koehne   2/16 
Peggy Herzog-Mills  2/17 
Joseph Reitz   2/20 
Joan Dieterich  2/20 
Pat Barkley   2/24 
Steven Rehana  2/27 
Richard Meucci  2/28 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAY’S 

Harry & Diane Wulf   2/9 
Paul & Peggy Herzog-Mills  2/16 
Keith & Nanci Treichelt  2/22 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Michael Jeffrey 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Children’s Ministry Director: Eileene Blue 

Email: youth@stjohnsantioch.org 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

Office Address:  
1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 

Telephone: (925) 757-3070 
Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Family Worship 


