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On behalf of St. John’s Lutheran Church we pray that you have a safe and joyous 
new year—a new year that sees your faith ever expand, your joy be bountiful and 
your heart filled with compassion for those in our community who need to learn of 
the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

May you and your family stay safe and healthy and may you find hope in time spent 
in prayer and worship.  May you give forgiveness where it is needed and accept for-
giveness where it is given and may your heart ever be softened toward those who 
may need to hear of your story of faith. 

This year is a time of change within our Congregation, our Community and the 
World, may all who work toward change do so through the guidance of our Father 
who knows the path he has destined for each and everyone of us. 

Happy New Year—January 1, 2018 



T he start of the year is a wonderful time to begin thinking of those things you wish to accomplish in 
the year ahead.  A “resolve” to do something different, do something better, do something life chang-

ing.  Christ is our resolve … He is the “different” to the complacency in the world - He is the “better” in 
how we live our lives and interact with one another -  He is life changing: He takes that which is old and 
makes it new again: He takes that which is broken and heals it: He takes that which is dirty and washes 
it clean.  Christ is alive and He is our resolve that we strive to live as he has taught us: to love more, ex-
perience more, give more, care more … resolve to be more Christ like. 
 
What a beautiful month of worship.  From the presentation of the advent services, to the “Littlest Angel” 
brought to us by our children … to the parable of hope and compassion at the Family Service on Christ-
mas Eve to the Choral presentation and words of encouragement at the candlelight service.  The birth of 
our Savior shone brightly!  Our gratitude to all who worked to bring these worship services to life. 
 
We would like to update you on some important information from our December Council Meeting: 
 
Interim Ministry Update: 
Your Council members completed ministry inventories for the Synod to provide to our interim ministry 
candidates.  In response, the Synod provided the names of two potential interim ministers for the Coun-
cil to interview.  Interviews are currently underway and we hope to have a decision or update by the 
middle of January.  As we continue through this transition period, we are happy to announce that Pastor 
Mike Jeffrey has agreed to extend his contract through the end of January to continue to provide pasto-
ral leadership during worship.  All other coverage will continue in place through January.  If you have a 
need or question, at any time, please reach out to the member of the Executive Committee and they will 
ensure that your needs are met by the appropriate ministry. 
 
Capital Improvement Update: 
As we come to the year anniversary of the approval of our capital improvement loan, we wanted to up-
date you on where we stand on the remaining pending projects: 
 
At our December Council meeting, the Communication and AV team reported that we are in the final 
stages of our computer upgrades.  We are happy to report that our Website continues to receive compli-
ments from visitors and members alike.  Our next step for our website is an internal link to allow us to 
provide Congregational members with shared space to share ideas, calendars and other ministry infor-
mation.  In addition, we are evaluating ways to increase our presence in search engines and social media 
and hope to provide further information shortly. 
 
The Campus and Property teams are approving final bids for work in the Narthex to upgrade the light-
ing and safety of the area – more details on this project to come in the first quarter of 2018.  
 
Property & Safety Update: 
We will be looking at training for our employees and leaders during the month of January in how to re-
spond to an emergency situation during a worship service or event at St. John’s.  Our property team is 
working to put this information together.  In the time ahead, we will be working with the Congregation 
as a whole to discuss safety in this ever changing environment that requires diligence and knowledge.  
 
Help Needed: 
Several ministries need support.  In particular, AV, Fellowship and Worship & Music.  If you have a pas-
sion for any of these ministries, please reach out to the Council Representative.  In addition, remember 
that areas of need are also areas of welcome – what a simple way to introduce someone to our family of 
faith, by asking them to come by for coffee and to serve some cookies, or to ask a teenager in need of com-
munity service hours to learn the AV booth, or to let someone who loves to pray, come and pray with one 
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COUNCIL CORNER        Wendy Shearer 



COUNCIL CORNER        (continued) 

The Faithful Times                           Page 3 

WE PRAY FOR... 

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 

Christ Caring for People Through People 

Would You Feel Honored If You Heard 

“I Think you’d make a great Stephen Leader”? 
We are recruiting now for the February Leaders Training Course in Anaheim. 

INTRIGING?? 

Contact: Marilyn & Hal Norman or Lynn Ferguson to learn More!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military:  

Ashley Cornell, Robert Beasy, Damon Cantey, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Andrew Straubaugh, Fran-
cis Turner, and Crystal Williams. 
 
We pray for those who are struggling with the change to a new year and for those in our congregation 
and community who are experiencing financial hardship.  We pray for those seeking a relationship with 
God, that they will find their ways into His embrace, that those that are under-or unemployed will find 
work, that the homeless will find shelter and that hungry families will have enough food.  May all those 
who are hurting be comforted, those who need healing, healed and may there be peace on earth. 

Geri Coley    Irene Swann 
Ron Enger    Conchita Soliz 
Joan Pfahl    Mary & Max Wheeler 
Gary & Olivia Lake   Harry & Diane Wulf 
 

And the families and friends who mourn 

another.  “Help Needed” does not always mean “you” – but it might mean that you are the heart that 
hears of the need and connects that need to a person seeking an opportunity to serve. 
 
We are grateful for all of you who continue to serve tirelessly and to support St. John’s during this tran-
sition period.  As a reminder, the most important things we can do is to consistently worship, share the 
joys of being a family of faith within this community and to serve our neighbors with a sense of compas-
sion and love.  By continuing to shine brightly through this time of change, we bring hope to all those 
who reach out to us to learn about the grace of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
As a reminder, if you would like minutes of any Council meeting, the minutes are kept in the church ad-
ministrative office. 
 
Happy New Year, 
Your Church Council 
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MISSION & OUTREACH        Sharon Hayes 

Our church community has served with Love, Joy and Compassion.  I want to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for the recent donations and contribution to these mission and community projects. 

 

> Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child: 

55 Shoe Boxes were collected and delivered to the local drop off location.  These boxes 
will be a blessing to many children around the world.  Some of you used the online 
tracking method and it will be interesting to hear the results.  Please let me know if 
you receive any responses or destination information so we can share. 

 

> Christmas Angel Tree: 

Approximately 50 Angel Tags were placed on our tree this year.  These gifts were dis-
tributed to foster children at a local Day Care, Bread of Life recipient children, and to 
UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital in Oakland. 

 

> Future Events: 

We will begin planning our 2018 Baja Mission Trip in January.  Please let Lynn Ferguson or    Sharon 
Hayes know if you are interested in attending the coming year’s mission trip, or if you can help in the 
planning and fund raisers for this adventure. 

 

> Community Engagement: 

Hygiene bags were assembled last monthly and approximately 30 bags were given to both The Don 
Brown Shelter, Antioch and Brookside Homeless Shelter, Richmond.  Also 35 bags were made available 
to our congregation to distribute to those in need.  A list o shelter information and a love note from St. 
John’s along with contact information was included in the bags.  Thank you Margarita Seley and Lynn 
Ferguson for your dedication to this project.  Community Engagement Team: Margarita Seley, Lynn 
Ferguson and Sharon Hayes.  We invite all to join us on this team! (Very fulfilling and lots of fun). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Activity:  

Winter Clothing Drive (more information to follow). 
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ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE          Audra Goldstein/Eileene Blue 

Altar Flowers 

Do you or a loved one have a special anniversary, birthday, graduation or other mile-
stone you wish to celebrate?  You can celebrate that milestone by purchasing altar flow-
ers.  The cost for altar flowers is $25.00 and the flowers are yours to enjoy after the sec-
ond service.  You may also honor milestones, by giving a gift to our Endowment Fund in 
memory of or to honor someone special.  All Endowment Fund gifts on behalf of a per-
son or milestone will be noted in the bulletin on the Sunday chosen.  If you wish to par-
ticipate, please place your check in the offering plate and indicate in the memo section 
“Flowers” with the Sunday date.  You can also purchase flowers through Simply Giving.  

Acolyte Training (for all ages)  

January 20th, 10:30-11:30 a.m.  

If you have had your first Communion—you can be an acolyte.  There are no other re-
quirements.  Join us on January 20th to learn more about this ministry. 

Training will be held in the sanctuary 

 
The January 2018 issue of Parenting Christian Kids is now available! To access the 
newsletter go to the website under Children’s Ministry.  

 
Highlights of the issue include: 

 Insights, ideas, and information for parents to cultivate children’s curiosity and creativity. 
 Discussion starters that encourage kids to be imaginative and help to discover their creativity.  
 A review of new books, movies, and apps. 

Thanks for teaching your children to treasure Jesus! 

Day Timer’s Bible Study 

Monday's 10:-11:00 a.m.,  

church office, Classroom #1. 

Join us as we study the book of St. Luke. 

Women’s Bible Study 

Monday Evenings 

7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall. 

Come dig into these ancient words that have significant meaning for our lives today. 
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Help Needed … Here I Am Lord 
 
Help is needed in several areas, are you the one to stand up and say “Here I Am Lord”, if you are, please 
note: 
 AV is looking for several people to help in different ways – time commitment is minimal and training 

provided—AV is important  to both worship services and all events, so please help out as you are 
able.  See John Klokkenga. 

 
 Worship & Music is looking for several people who have a spirit for worship.  Do you like to read? 

Pray? Serve Communion?  Chat with people?  Time commitment is minimal and training provided—
all are welcome to participate—you are never to young to read or to old to light a candle.  See Bill 
Dietz.  

Reflections From Pastor Jerry Schmalenberger 

A first grader, Ava Chiu, whom I baptized recently, wrote this thank 
you note to me. It is the only one I received from the hundreds of       
children I baptized during my 62 year ministry. 

 

“Dear Pastor Jerry, thanks for baptisingus (sic). I loved it! I had so 
much fun that I want to go again!” I will explain about confirmation     
to her soon. 

 

Ava’s and her sister Ella’s parents are my Dermatologist and my      
Dentist, Dr. Noel Chiu and Dr. Vivian Huang. While I sat in their 
chairs for examination, one squirting my keratosis and the other one 
cleaning my teeth, I asked about their daughters and if they were bap-
tized. Thus the resulting baptisms at St. John’s Lutheran Church, with 
Retired Pastor Linda Vogelgesang assisting. 
(Rev. Jerry Schmalenberger, Antioch, California. Parish Pastor, retired President of 
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary and ELCA global mission volunteer). 

l to r: Ella Chiu, Pr. Jerry Schmalen-
berger, Ava Chiu, Retired Pr. Linda  
Vogelgesang  

Thank You to all who helped make our Advent season and Christmas activities and  

Worship services a great celebration of Jesus’ birth. 

Many, many people helped with this and all are very much appreciated! 

Food Pantry 

St. John’s continues to support the food pantry at the Agape International Christian 
Ministries, located at 605 West Madill St., Madill St., Antioch.  Each week AICM 
provides food to serve local families in need. Please place your donations in the blue 
plastic bin located in the Fellowship Hall. 

ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 
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The Child Day Schools staff and families would like to thank St. John’s Lutheran church. Because of 
your generosity and kindness, the preschool classrooms were able to enjoy an amazing and fun filled day 
of music, games and hay rides! The children also got to choose a pumpkin to bring home! This field trip 
to Smith Family Farms would not have been possible without your generous support! 
 
We also want to thank Audra Goldstein. When she found out the pumpkin patch field trip would not be 
possible this year, she suggested her church may be able to help defray the costs. She made that happen 
and it is very much appreciated! 
 
Thank you again for making this field trip possible for our families. We hope you enjoy the attached pho-
tos taken at Smith Family Farms as much as the children enjoyed this very special day! 
 
Kathy Coletto, Director 
Liz Sico, Asst. Director 
The Child Day Schools, 112 E. Tregallas Rd., Antioch, CA 94509 

THANK YOU 



Katelyn Hoffmann  1/1 
Karl Nunnenkamp  1/2 
Nanci Treichelt  1/5 
Quinton Carbajal  1/10 
Bob Hall   1/11 
Donna Phelps   1/13 
Sara Hoffmann  1/14 
Lynn Ferguson  1/17 
Shane Seaforth  1/17 
Vaughan Treichelt  1/17 
Blake Rockenbaugh  1/20 

Nicholas Hoffmann  1/23 
Kathryn Meucci  1/23 
Pr. Jerry Schmalenberger 1/23 
Roland Viaan   1/28 
Mike Slinde   1/28 
John Rehana   1/29 
Joe Goldstein   1/30 
Max Wheeler   1/31 
Marietta Poldrack  1/31 
Gary Wilson   1/31 
Robert Shearer  1/31 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAY’S  

Robert & Brenda Whitlow  1/23 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff Information 
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Michael Jeffrey 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Children’s Ministry Director: Eileene Blue 

Email: youth@stjohnsantioch.org 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

Office Address:  
1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 

Telephone: (925) 757-3070 
Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Family Worship 


