
Church Staff Information 
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Michael Jeffrey 

Music Director: Magic Jaquez 
Children’s Ministry Director: Eileene Blue 

Email: youth@stjohnsantioch.org 
Office Administrator: Jo Ann Stein 

Office Address: 1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 
Telephone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org 

Mike Laituri   12/01 
Ann Watkins   12/02 
Kegan Downie   12/04 
Keith Treichelt  12/05 
Dee Goldstein   12/11 
Thalia Massoni  12/13 
Jim Person   12/13 
Rev. Michael Jeffrey  12/13 
Geri Coley   12/15 
Rose Ramos   12/16 
Bob Grimes   12/17 
Audra Goldstein  12/18 

Pat Carmona   12/20 
Timothy Riley   12/21 
Robert Whitlow  12/22 
Lilly Farrington  12/23 
Famang Dorley  12/24 
Margarita Seley  12/25 
John Heyd   12/26 
Brandon Coburn  12/26 
Jazmin Grimes  12/28 
Barbara Martin  12/29 
Kathryn Barstad  12/31 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
Phone: (925) 757-3070 

Email: office@stjohnsantioch.org 
Website: www.stjohnsantioch.org 

St. John's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

1360 East Tregallas Road 
Antioch, CA 94509 

 

Winter Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Family Worship 

The Faithful Times                           Page 8 

ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAY’S  

Corey & Lorelei Sater  12/07 
Steven & Connie Althaus  12/12 
Manuel & Mary Soliz  12/16 
Rev. Michael & Jody Jeffrey  12/20 
Brien & Sally6 Devine  12/29 

In observance of the Holiday Season 
the church office will be closed: 

November 23 - 24  
December 25 - 26 

   January 1, 2018 

Issue: 
December, 2017 

Published: 
November 27, 

2017 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church  
The Faithful Times 

 
Grow In Faith—Experience Joy—Serve With Compassion 

“Prepare Ye The Way of the Lord” 
Here we are at the beginning of  Advent –  

a time of  waiting and watching for the birth of  Jesus.  
The great news of  Advent is the Incarnation:  

 
God becomes flesh and dwells among us in Jesus Christ,  
God is near; with us.  In our brokenness and darkness,  

God comes to us as the light of  the world.  
 

What a gift this is for the whole of  our lives and the whole of  eternity.  
 Enjoy this season and enjoy the preparation – this gift is for you! 

 
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of  Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 

endless peace for the throne of  David and his kingdom.”  
Isaiah 9: 6-7 
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COUNCIL CORNER        Wendy Shearer 

W ith gratitude we come to you as we begin this transition period for our Congregation and all who 
are touched by our work here.  Gratitude for all who celebrated the ministry of Pastor Linda and 

all who worked diligently to make the farewell special for Pastor Linda and full of hope for our Congre-
gation.   
 
In compliance with the requirements of the Synod, your Church Council met with Pastor Linda on Tues-
day, November 14, 2017 to conduct an exit interview, finalize our financial obligations and to transition 
the church records.  The Council hereby notifies the Congregation that all of these requirements have 
been met and are in good order. 
 
Our next step, begin the process of finding an interim minister who will guide us through the call pro-
cess.  The Synod has asked all Council members to complete a ministry inventory to help us through this 
time and to guide the right interim minister to us.  This inventory will be complete by the end of Novem-
ber and we are hopeful to begin interviewing as soon thereafter as the Synod makes candidates availa-
ble.  In the meantime, we are grateful for the passion and ministry of Pastor Michael Jeffrey and look 
forward to his pastoral ministry. 
 
At the exit interview, a question was posed for Pastor Linda to let us know what our greatest resource 
here at St. John’s is, without hesitation, she noted that we are the most loving congregation she has ever 
had the pleasure to work with, minister to or visit.  As a church council we want to thank you for that 
spirit and commitment to love all who enter and above all to love our Lord and Savior.  As our leader-
ship team, we feel the support and compassion that you poor out to us, and it truly helps us to manage 
the responsibilities that we face. We look to you to continue that love and to shine brightly into our com-
munity … brighter than ever … so that we are not known for the church whose Pastor has retired, but 
the church that thrived and grew and ministered and loved throughout their transition and change.  
What a beautiful gift it would be to a new Pastor to be even stronger than we are now.  God is using 
change to guide us onto the path He has chosen for our congregation … as we follow Him we will see the 
design come to life before our very eyes. 
 
In addition, we, of course, had regular business to attend to:  the Council voted in the Safety Plan pre-
sented by the property and safety team; over the next few weeks, you will hear more about these plans, 
how you can help make St. John’s safe for all.  Our thanks to Pati Scheu and Scott Sorenson for an 
amazing job. 
 
As a reminder, if you would like to see minutes of any Council meeting, the minutes are kept in the 
church administrative office. 
 
Our Savior was born this day in the City of David … may those words and the knowledge that we have a 
Savior who loves us, bring you comfort and joy this Christmas and always.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Your Church Council 
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END OF YEAR GIVING NOTICE!!! 
To ensure your end-of-year giving is credited to you for 2017 tax deductions, your contribu-
tions must be received by Sunday, December 31st (Vanco automatic payments deposited di-
rectly to the bank are not effected by this notice). 

Help Needed … Here I Am Lord 
Help is needed in several areas, are you the one to stand up and say “Here I Am Lord”, if you are, 
please note: 
 AV is looking for several people to help in different ways – time commitment is minimal and 

training provided—AV is important  to both worship services and all events, so please help out 
as you are able.  See John Klokkenga. 

 
 Worship &  Music is looking for several people who have a spirit for worship.  Do you like to 

read? Pray? Serve Communion?  Chat with people?  Time commitment is minimal and training 
provided—all are welcome to participate—you are never to young to read or to old to light a 
candle .  See Bill Dietz.  

Christmas Poinsettias 
Poinsettia order forms are now available in the Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to place 
an order, please complete the order form and place it in the offering plate along with your 
check.  In the memo section of your check, write “Poinsettias.”  You may mail your check to 

the church office, or complete a single pay on Simply Giving.  The cost per plant is $12.50.  All orders are 
due on or before December 1.  For information, contact Connie Pfahl. 

Tree Trimming Party 
December 16, 2017 

Dinner 6:00 P.M. - 6:30 P.M. 
Popcorn/Cranberry Stringing 6:30 P.M.  

Tree Decorating 7:00 P.M.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bring family and friends and join us for fellowship. For additional information, contact Joe 
Goldstein. 
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Holden Evening Prayer—Advent Midweek Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 7:00 P.M. 
December 3rd-20th, Sanctuary 

 
Come, take a break from the busyness of the season to enjoy the beauty and wor-
ship of Holden Evening Prayer and consider what incarnation– Jesus leaving 
heaven and living among us –means to us. 

ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE          Audra Goldstein/Eileene Blue 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
The Littlest Angel 

Children’s Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal, December 16, 5:00 p.m.  
Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 17 at second service. 
For information, contact Eileene Blue at the church office. 

Attention Parents 
There will be no Sunday School the following dates 

Christmas Eve—December 24 
New Year’s Eve—December 31 

The December 2017 issue of Parenting Christian Kids is now available! To access the newsletter, simply 
click here �or go to St. John’s website under Children’s Ministry.�

Highlights of this December issue include: 

 Insights, ideas, and information for parents to explore what in life and faith really matters 
most. 

 Discussion starters that encourage kids to consider the real Gift of Christmas as well as how 
they can become more generous and giving themselves. 

 A review of new books, movies, and apps. 

Thanks for teaching your children to treasure Jesus! 
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CONGREGATION AND DEPARTING PASTOR 
 

Because we want everyone to be aware of some important issues related to the transition between pas-
tors, we ask you to read this carefully. 
 
As directed by the Sierra Pacific Synod in regard to the transition of leadership at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, the Church Council and Pastor Linda Vogelgesang (“former Pastor”) have agreed to the follow-
ing on behalf of the Congregation, and seek your cooperation, regarding the positive future relationships 
among us: 
 
We will do everything possible to uphold the mission of the Church and the positive quality of life in 
this Congregation. 
 
We will recognize the need for time to adjust to the new relationships, and will reach out in care and 
compassion to one another. 
 
We will honor the departure of the former pastor so duties may be relinquished; and will honor the arri-
val of the new pastor by seeking their counsel and ministry. We are aware that conducting pastoral acts 
(such as baptism, weddings, funerals, confirmations, communions) and defining ministry programs and 
leadership styles are no longer the prerogative of the departing pastor, but belong to the arriving pastor 
with the Council and congregation. 
 
While we recognize that we will continue to care about the departing pastor and her family, we will not 
expect nor invite the pastor to participate in congregational life, with the possible exception of special 
congregational anniversaries or observations. 
 
The nature of the relationship between pastor and people often gets translated as the pastor being a 
friend. The reality is that while the pastor may indeed have been very friendly, the relationship is not 
one of friendship. 
 
Experience across the Church has shown that continuing relationships with former pastors is very posi-
tive when the above things are kept in mind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continue to pray for your leadership, the leadership who will step up shortly to lead the call committee, 
and all of St. John’s as we step together into this transition period.  By His direction we will be stronger 
together: 
 
Loving God, be with us and guide us during this time of discernment. Fill our leaders with your wisdom. 
Keep us mindful of the work you would have us do. Lead us and guide us, O God, to be about the work of 
establishing your reign here on earth as the search for a new pastor continues. Bless all who have taken 
on extra responsibilities, and fill them with a sense of your love and presence. We pray in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

COUNCIL CORNER         (continued) 
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We continue to remember in prayer those serving in the military: Christine Ainsworth, Ashley 
Cornell, Robert Beasy, Damon Cantey, Donn Grimes, Miles Jones, Steven Rehana, Andrew Straubaugh, 
Francis Turner, Bruce Vogelgesang and Crystal Williams. 
 
Those in our congregation and community who are experiencing financial hardship.  Pray that the un-
der-or un-employed will find work, that the homeless will find shelter and that hungry families will have 
enough food. We pray for all those affected by recent violence and we lift up before you:  Rancho Tehema 
California; Sutherland Springs, Texas and Las Vegas, Nevada.  May all those who are hurting be com-
forted, those who need healing, healed and may there be peace on earth. 

Geri Coley    Irene Swann 
Ron Enger    Max Wheeler 
Gary & Olivia Lake   Harry & Diane Wulf 
 

And the family and friends who mourn 
Christopher Downie 

WE PRAY FOR... 

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE       Hal Norman 
Christ Caring for People Through People 

 
Would You Feel Honored If You Heard 

“I Think you’d make a great Stephen Leader”? 
 

We are recruiting now for a February Leaders Training Course in Anaheim. 
 

INTRIGING?? 
Contact: Marilyn, Hal or Lynn to learn More!! 

Dear Friends: 
Thank you for a wonderful send off into retirement and the thought-
ful gift of a bench for our new backyard.  Know always that you are 
prayed for and loved!  May God bless you. 

Pastor Linda & Fred Vogelgesang 

THANK YOU 
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1360 E. Tregallas Road, Antioch, CA 94509 

(925) 757-3070 

December 24, 2017 
Advent Worship Service 

 9:00 A.M.  
(One Service Only) 

 
Christmas Eve Family Service 

4:30 P.M. Family Service 
A family service for all ages, story of Christ’s birth, carols,  

candles and a special event for Children 
 

Christmas Eve Traditional Service 
10:00 P.M. 

A traditional candlelight service including the story of  
Christ’s birth in word and song. 

 
December 31, 2017 

New Year’s Day Worship Service 
9:00 A.M. 

(One Service Only) 
 

Regular Worship Services resume 
January 7, 2018 


