LECTOR SCRIPTURES
October 8, 2017
FIRST READING: John 4:7-14
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him,
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not
share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the
gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir,
you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are
you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and
his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will
be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never
be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing
up to eternal life.”

PSALM 100
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing.
Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his
people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his
faithfulness to all generations.

NEW TESTAMENT: 2 Corinthians 5:16-20
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

THE GOSPEL: Mark 5:1-20
They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when
he had stepped out of the boat, immediately a man out of the tombs with an
unclean spirit met him. He lived among the tombs; and no one could restrain him
any more, even with a chain; for he had often been restrained with shackles and
chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and the shackles he broke in pieces; and
no one had the strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on
the mountains he was always howling and bruising himself with stones. When he
saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before him; and he shouted at
the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” For he had said to him, “Come out
of the man, you unclean spirit!” Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He
replied, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” He begged him earnestly not to
send them out of the country. Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was
feeding; and the unclean spirits begged him, “Send us into the swine; let us enter
them.” So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered
the swine; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep
bank into the sea, and were drowned in the sea. The swineherds ran off and told it
in the city and in the country. Then people came to see what it was that had
happened. They came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in
his right mind, the very man who had had the legion; and they were afraid. Those
who had seen what had happened to the demoniac and to the swine reported it.
Then they began to beg Jesus to leave their neighborhood. As he was getting into
the boat, the man who had been possessed by demons begged him that he might
be with him. But Jesus refused, and said to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell
them how much the Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you.”

And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had
done for him; and everyone was amazed.

